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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Last Sunday Thanks…
     Thanks to all who made last weekend such a lively 
one at our parish. Thanks to the families who brought 
from their home, their Baby Jesus crèche figurine to 
church to have it blessed. This is a lovely tradition of 
joining your home nativity set to ours in the church. 
    Thanks to our Men’s Club for hosting their Annual 
“Donuts with Santa.” They have to be good all year 
long to get Santa to join us at his busiest time of the 
year. The children enjoyed the morning almost as 
much as the members of the Men’s Club did! 
     Thanks to all who participated in our “Living Nativity” 
in O’Mara Hall. The new costumes made the set pop! 
      Thanks to all who returned gifts for our “Respond 
Now” Toy Drive. Those donations will make for a bright 
Christmas morning for families in need. Thanks also to 
those who participated in our other gift drives: Our 
sharing parish, St. Procopius, St. Coletta’s, and St.  
Vincent DePaul. There will be smiling faces on Christ-
mas morning due to our congregations generosity. 

Our Christmas Mass Schedule… 
Christmas Eve Masses:  

4:00 PM, in the church, with an overflow Mass in the 
McBrady Center (church doors open at 3:00 PM) and 
Christmas songs will be sung by the congregation  
beginning at 3:30 PM. 

6:00 PM, in the church. 
10:00 PM, in the church. Christmas hymns per-

formed by the choir beginning at 9:30 PM. 
Christmas Day, Masses:  
7:15, 8:30, 10:00 AM, and 11:30 AM, in the church. 
     Please be very welcoming to the visitors that  
always join us for Christmas Masses. At times we can 
have a very non-Christmassy thought: “Who are all  
these people and where have they come from?” Some 
may be guests and extended family members of our 
regular parishioners who have joined their family 
members at our Masses. Others may be Catholics who 
live in our area, but who are seldom with us for Mass. 
This is a moment we can reach out in fellowship and  
extend a welcome to them. Maybe they will grow to  
see what you already know: how important it is to  
worship God and be part of a faith community. Your 
welcoming attitude will speak a thousand words to 
them.
Remember that all are welcome, even if they sit in your 
seat, or steal your parking spot! 

Our New Years Mass Schedule...
New Year’s Eve Mass celebrated at 4:00 PM. 
New Years Day Mass celebrated at 10:00 AM. 

Looking Ahead: 2020... 
Seniors of Seton will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 

10:00 AM, in the McBrady Center for their monthly 
meeting.

Our Hope Employment Support Group that assists 
those seeking work will hold its Annual Mass in our 
church on Jan. 7, at 7:00 PM. 

Our Parish Men’s Club monthly meeting will be  
on Wednesday, Jan. 8, at 7:00 PM, in the McBrady 
Center. 

Our Parish Finance Council meets on Tuesday,  
Jan. 14, at 7:00 PM, in the Parish Conference Room.  

The Parish Council will meet on Thursday, Jan. 16, 
at 7:00 PM, in the Great Room. 

Our Parish Women’s Club monthly meeting is on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, at 7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. 

What are You doing for Leap Year? 
SAVE THIS DATE: FEB. 29, 2020... 
     Our Annual St. Patrick’s/St. Joseph’s Day Party is 
being changed to a “Leap Year Day Party.” If all goes 
as hoped [that our congregation will be generous to the 
parish at Christmas], we will celebrate with a “Burn the 
Mortgage” Party for our church and property (which in-
cludes the Gubbins Center). It only took 33 years to do 
so! [We still have a mortgage from the addition of the 
McBrady Center, gym, Cardinal Bernardin School, RE 
offices, and link—but that is a story for another time]. 
This is a great accomplishment, and something to cele-
brate. We are thinking about a menu for the meal that 
will be “high on the hog”. We also plan to offer our 
usual cash bar for refreshments. 

Planning Meeting for Leap Year Day Party… 
     We will have a planning meeting for the Leap Year 
Day Party on Monday, Jan. 13, at 7:00 PM, in the Par-
ish Office Conference room. All are welcome! 

Domestic Violence Presentation... 
     Save the date for Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020 at 7:00 
PM, in the McBrady Center, for a presentation aimed at 
teens and young adults and hosted by our parish St. 
Monica Domestic Violence Group. A sad fact of the 
teen and young adult dating scene is the chance of vio-
lence from a boyfriend or girlfriend. What are warning 
signs? What are signs of real trouble? How do we sup-
port the victims? How do we inoculate our teens and 
young adults against such situations? Come, listen, 
learn, and share. All teens and young adults are wel-
come. Please spread the word on this presentation. It 
has been given and very well received in local high 
schools.  
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Sat., Dec. 21 (5pm) Donald and Dolores Ernst; Edward Drnek 
Sun., Dec. 22  
(7:15am) Ray Frank Keane; Ray Keane
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; For All Parishioners 
(10 am) Patrick McGinty; Grace E. Beissel 
(11:30am) Raymond Keane Jr.; Raymond Keane, Sr. 
Mon., Dec. 23 (9 am) Jack Martin; Jane McLaughlin 
Tues., Dec. 24 (4pm) NO INTENTIONS 
(6pm) NO INTENTIONS
(10pm) NO INTENTIONS
Wed., Dec. 25 (ALL MASSES) NO INTENTIONS 
(7:15am) NO INTENTIONS
(8:30am) NO INTENTIONS
(10am) NO INTENTIONS
(11:30am) NO INTENTIONS
Thurs., Dec. 26 (9 am) Catherine Kane; Casimer Rzegocki 
Fri., Dec. 27 (9 am) Therese Manka; John Mirecki, Sr. 
Sat., Dec. 28 (5pm) Bill Boardman; Jozef Slawinski
Sun., Dec. 29  
(7:15am) David Drozd; Patricia Cafagna
(8:30am) Chet Sipowicz; Antonio Espina, Sr. 
(10 am) Ryan Testa; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Carol Martini; Elizabeth Gatto 

(Due to privacy issues we only honor prayer requests by you or a family
member for two weeks. Please call the parish office to add name/have
name continued for two weeks.)

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
     Kevin Fonte  
     Carmen Gonzalez 
     Rene Carroll 
     Collin Eggert 
     Larry Ohlendorf 
     Ed Larke 
     Mary Michelon 
     Judy Stahl 
     Jeff Johnson 
     Steve Testa 
And for our deceased: 
     Bernice Soustek 
     “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

December 22/25, 2019 

     Tony Babarz 
     Lauren Vilimek 
     (Child: Bryan Babarz)

WELCOME
CORCORAN’S CORNER

(continued)

No One, Save God, Is Perfect... 
     As we enter into the last days prior to 
Christmas, remember to keep breathing. 
There is no perfect gift, no perfect  
Christmas celebration. Just ones filled  
with love. 

Christmas Wishes...
     This weekend’s bulletin also serves as 
our Christmas Day bulletin. Therefore, I 
want to take this opportunity to wish  
everyone a very Merry Christmas!  
     During our four-week Advent journey  
we have been awake to the presence  
of God in our daily lives. In our rush of 
preparations for the celebration of  
Christmas we have been purposefully  
mindful of the relationships we treasure  
as we made out Christmas greetings to 
send. In the hard work of cleaning and  
decorating we have been mindful of  
being gracious hosts to those we have  
invited to be with us to share Christmas.  
At pre-Christmas gatherings we have  
been appreciative of our friendships and  
the good fellowship we want with our  
co-workers. In our shopping we have  
been aware of the giftedness that we  
have in our lives with the people whom  
we are treating with presents. 
     In all these things we have moved  
beyond the rush of the obvious to the  
meaning behind it all. 
     Similarly as we approach Christmas we 
move behind the gift of the Christ-Child to 
appreciate the one who is our Savior, the 
one who has redeemed us, the one who 
shows us the way forward.  
     On behalf of our parish priests, our  
professional staff, and parish lay leadership, 
I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas!  

Keep Smiling,

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
PLEASE NOTE:

     The parish offices will be closed on 
Tuesday, Dec. 24 and Wednesday, Dec. 25, 
and reopen on Thursday, Dec. 26.  
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AN INVITATION INSIDE OF CHRISTMAS 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 

The Christmas crib invites us back
to our innocence, though not to the
pre sophisticated naiveté of a child.

We fight too much about
Christmas, arguing about its 
meaning. For some, Christ-

mas is for the children, a feast where we 
let their delight and freshness challenge 
our cynicism, where the very sentiments 
we often disdain as adults are meant to 
soften our hearts, Scrooge converted by 
the innocence of children. 
     For others, it’s the opposite: we insist 
rather that Christmas is an adult feast, 
something kids don’t ultimately under-
stand, something that celebrates the 
greatest intellectual mystery of all time, 
God taking on flesh to bring justice to 
the earth. 
      And so some of us send Christmas 
greetings urging delight, celebration, gifts, lights, and joyous 
song, while some of us send more stark greetings that say: 
“May the peace of Christ disturb you!” What is Christmas? 
Hardened shepherds and power-prone kings finally bending 
knees and hearts before a helpless baby or a harsh, non-
negotiable challenge to clean up our pampered self-
centered lives and build some justice in this world? Christ-
mas is about all of these things, and more. Like a diamond 
turning in the sun, it gives off many sparkles. 

Christmas is about the monumental challenge to re
form our lives, our adult lives, and become women and
men of justice; but it is also about a baby being born,

innocent and powerless in the straw,
whose vulnerability is God’s invitation and judgment.

It is too, as Karl Rahner once said, God giving us  
permission to be happy. Thus, Christmas is both 
something to be delighted in and a peace that should 

disturb us, something for children and for adults. 
     What Christmas invites us all to, children and adults 
alike, is have our hearts softened and tempered by the crib, 
to let the vulnerability manifested in the way Jesus was born 
bring us back to a time before hardness of heart, to a place 
beyond pseudo-sophistication, cynicism, bitterness, wound, 
selfishness, and greed. Christmas is meant not just to re-
new our faith and hope, but also to renew our innocence. 
     The American educator, Allan Bloom, writing from a 
purely secular perspective, casts light on this in a little story 
he shares in his famed book, The Closing of the American 
Mind. He tells how, as a young man taking his first univer-
sity classes, a professor introduced his course in this way: 
looking at his young, 19-20 year-old students, the professor 
said: “You come here from your small-town, parochial  

backgrounds and I am going to bathe you 
in great truth—and set you free.” Bloom, 
even at 19, wasn’t impressed. He writes 
that this professor reminded him of a little 
boy who had solemnly informed him 
when he was seven years old that there 
was no Santa Claus or Easter Bunny. 
But, Bloom adds, “He wasn’t bathing me 
in any great truth, he was showing off.” 
     Bloom comments that what he 
learned from that professor was to  
forever teach in the opposite way. He, 
Bloom, would start his classes with  
words to this effect: “You come here  
having experienced so many things. 
You’ve seen so much of life that I’m  
going to try to teach you how to believe  
in Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny 
again—and then maybe you will have  
a chance again to be happy!” 
     This, properly nuanced, captures one 
of the invitations inside of Christmas. The 

Christmas crib invites us back to our innocence, though not 
to the pre-sophisticated naiveté of a child, but to the post-
sophisticated and post-cynical joy and innocence of a truly 
mature adult, to a second-naiveté, a post-liberal, post-bitter, 
post-wounded, and post-hard-hearted place. 
     A professor of mine in Louvain used to flag this slogan:  
If you ask a naive child if she believes in Santa and the 
Easter Bunny, she will say yes. If you ask a bright child if 
she believes in Santa and the Easter Bunny, she will say 
no. But if you ask even a brighter child if she believes in 
Santa and the Easter Bunny, she will smile slyly and then 
say yes. 

Christmas is about much deeper things than Santa,
and the birth of Jesus is not just some

delightful fairy tale meant to warm the heart.

     We measure time by this event. Christmas is about God 
being born physically and historically into this world and, 
among many other things, we have some stunning lessons 
to learn from the manner in which this happened. 
     As virtually all of our iconography around Christmas 
makes clear, God is born, not as some superstar whose 
earthly power, beauty, and muscle dwarf us. No. God is 
born as helpless, vulnerable, thoroughly under-whelming 
baby who looks out at us quietly even as we look back at 
him and he judges us in that way that vulnerability judges 
false strength, forever, transparency judges lies, generosity 
judges selfishness, innocence judges over-sophistication, 
and a baby, gently and helplessly and disarmingly, calls 
forth what’s best in us. 

Christmas is meant to bring us back to the crib
so that our hearts can feel that freshness that

wants to make us start living over again.

“And the Word 
made his dwelling among us, 

and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of  

the Father's only Son.” 
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“Come, let us adore Him.” 

CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASSES 

  
  
  
  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tuesday, December 24 

4:00 pm (Church and McBrady Center) 
6:00 pm 

10:00 pm with Adult Choir 
(Carols begin at 9:30 pm)  

  

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Wednesday, December 25 
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am 

  

NEW YEAR'S EVE 
Tuesday, December 31 
9:00 am and 4:00 pm 

  

NEW YEAR'S DAY 
Wednesday, January 1 

10:00 am 

Individual Reconciliation 
Saturday, December 21 

3:45-4:45 pm 
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A MORNING OF REFLECTION WITH BISHOP RONALD HICKS 
 
 
 
 
 

This past November, our All Saints Day morning liturgy celebration had a very special guest celebrant, Bishop Hicks.  
He was with us to share a Morning of Reflection that would follow in the McBrady Center. He presented an insightful 

focus on the topic, “Why are there less people at Mass,” that drew a crowd of over 200 in attendance.   
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Growing up an obedient Jew, Joseph 
must have known about Isaiah’s 
prophecy (of the virgin birth), so
when he is told in a dream that he  
is to have an integral role in pulling  
this whole thing together, he must 

have been, at the very least, surprised, and most  
likely petrified. Joseph, in his obedience to God’s will, 
had to do some quick comprehension work: This  
baby would not be the warrior, David-like king  
they were expecting to save them from Rome’s 
oppression.  
     God had something different in mind this time, 
something much bigger. Joseph was not going to have 
exactly the sort of life he was expecting; he had just 
agreed to protect and provide for ...God. 
     Also despite being faithful to the law, according  
to the Gospel, Joseph circumvented the rules and 
accepted Mary as his wife—he took God’s path rather 
than the path established by the powers that be.  
     Joseph believed in God’s plan and worked to see it 
fulfilled; thus, the Messiah was born.  The wonder and 
glory of all God’s promises came to fruition, in part 
through the cooperation of this humble and upright 
man.  
     In a unique way, he anticipated St. Paul’s words 
that, through Christ, “we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name” (Romans 1:5)  Joseph clearly 
demonstrated the “obedience of faith”; his simple trust 
in God showed that he was open to the grace of God 
which was pouring out to him. 

How is the Savior born into our world today? 
     Joseph demonstrated an “Obedience of Faith,” 
much like the “offenses” committed by volunteers 
along the United States/Mexico border who leave 
water for migrants or who provide rides to health clinics 
for the migrants. These folks, often connected to faith-
based programs, are practicing Christianity at its most 
basic, and sadly they are oftentimes arrested for it. 
     We are people of Advent. Advent is now—not just 
back then. We can see all the characters of the 
Advent that was ‘then’ in our Advent which is ‘now.’ 
  Where in our lives is John the Baptist—provoking us to 

be aware of new things happening in our lives? 
  Where is Zachariah in us—not immediately open to 

what is so new—but we try so hard to understand? 
  Where is Elizabeth in us—so ready, through the 

wisdom of living, to appreciate the coming of the Lord? 
  Where is Joseph in us—so gracious when all was so 

strange? 
  And where is Mary in us—trusting in the providence 

given to her welcoming the word in her heart. 

What is our role as Christians in caring 
for those in need around us? What 
does the “law” tell us to do? What 
do we hear when we hear God’s 
voice? God offers us powerful 
insight: God is found on the faces  

of those who cross borders, who walk this earth with  
us, and who suffer mightily for a life of dignity. Will we 
have the compassion and the vulnerability to accept 
this and respond? 

WHERE IS THE SAVIOR BEING BORN IN OUR WORLD TODAY? 

O Lord, as we hear the needs of our world during this Advent and Christmas Season, help us to listen  
with an attentive ear and an open heart. Give us an awareness to offer help to all those who make their 
presence known to us. May we focus on St. Joseph’s “Obedience of Faith” and as Advent People may 

we extend Love, hope, and mercy, to all those who are trying to find their way in our world. Amen.

Although we
know that Christ 

has already
brought salvation, 

Advent  
reminds us
that Christ
continues
to come  

to us daily. 

Christ offers 
salvation,  

healing, and  
wholeness

and will
one day 

return in glory,
bringing

God’s work
to final completion. 
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A brand new way to celebrate 
Advent and Christmas… 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

STATIONS 
o f  t h e  

NATIVITY 

As in the Lenten Stations, 14 scenes from Jesus’ life are 
used as opportunities for prayer. In the Stations of the
Nativity, the familiar scenes here are those surrounding 
Christ’s birth. For each station, there is a New Testament 
passage, beginning with an Opening Prayer and the  
Canticle of Zechariah. There is time for silent Prayer and 
Reflection, and then together we share a short prayer  
and the Glory Be to the Father. The Silent Prayer and  
Reflection and the ending prayer for each station, bring  
out the meaning of the scene for our own lives today.   
     While the readings are seasonal, how and when you 
pray the Stations is up to you. Pray through the entire 
booklet in one sitting. Pray a page a day for the two weeks 
before Christmas. Pray the Stations daily from Christmas 
Eve through the Epiphany. 
     Find a deeper meaning of Christmas with this lovely 
new devotion, and you will create a brand new tradition for 
your family, that will be treasured for years to come. 
     Simple enough to be understood by children, rich 
enough to be inspiring to adults, the Stations of the Nativity 
is a perfect way to focus on the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Stations of the Nativity can be prayed alone. 
Stations of the Nativity Booklets 
will be in the Stations Chapel 

for your individual prayer opportunity. 

St. Julie Advent Adoration 
You are invited to join in Advent Adoration 
Sunday, Dec. 22, after 6pm Mass at St. 
Julie Billiart Church, 7399 W. 159th St., 
Tinley Park. Praise and Worship, Solemn 
Benediction. Stay for a few minutes or the 
whole hour!
Advent Reconciliation 
     St. Cyril and Methodius Church, 608  
Sobieski St., Lemont, will host an Advent 
Reconciliation Service on Monday,  
Dec. 23, from 5-6pm and 7-8pm. All are 
welcome. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a
BLESSED NEW YEAR

from YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Administra
tion, Faculty, and Staff extend prayers of peace and wishes of
joy to our fellow parishioners this Christmas! May each day
of the New Year bring blessings that renew your spirit.

Mr. James Antos, Interim Principal, and the CJB Staff
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contribute throughout 
the year by using the SVDP boxes at each entrance of our church.  
All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service clients  
within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for utilities,  
rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care and 
occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout the 
year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to  
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

LOVE COMES IN MANY SHAPES AND SIZES... 

BUT ALWAYS FROM THE HEART… 
Santa appreciated the help from local elves in our parish community that provided extra gifts 

to make it a special Christmas morning for families from our sharing parish, St. Procopius.  
Thank you to all who donated and volunteered time to help for this very special project! 
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SETON TRAVELERS VISIT THE SHRINE 
OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Seton Travelers took one of their many road trips to DesPlaines, IL this past year, to visit the shrine. 
The day trip concluded with a luncheon at Hofbrauhaus that served two busloads of Seton guests. 
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NUNS & NONES: Community of Spirit 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort, 
are forming a Nuns & Nones (millennials, women and 
men), beginning in January 2020. This is an intergen-
erational gathering of Catholic sisters and spiritually 
diverse millennials for an opportunity to share per-
sonal passions/topics of interest and form a partner-
ship for creating solidarity/social action to make a dif-
ference in our society. If you or someone you know 
would like to participate or need information, please 
email sisters@fssh.net by Dec. 30, 2019. 

JOB OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 
Full-Time Housekeeping/Floor Care Specialist 

Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort 
     Mon-Fri, 7:30am-4pm. Evening/Weekend flexibility 
for events upon request. Full-time Benefits: Health/
Dental/Vision insurance, Retirement plan. Paid time 
off. Contact Mike Kasper at michael.kasper@fssh.net 
or call 815-464-3832. 

  Golden Opportunities saves  
   thousands of dollars at a  
    variety of your favorite LOCAL  
    merchants that include dining  
     pleasures, casual dining,  
      entertainment, sports, retail,  
       more!  

Available in the
Parish Office
Still Only
$20!

MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT!

OUR FIRST GRADERS LEARN THE STORY OF JUAN DIEGO... 

     Our First Grade Religious Education children participated at 10am Mass on Sunday, Dec. 8 and Father 
Bill Gubbins was the celebrant. As we were entering the week when we celebrate the Feast Day of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (Dec. 12) the children wore the “tilma” they created to Mass. After Fr. Gubbins spoke 
on the story of Juan Diego in the homily, he invited the children to the altar for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

2020 Golden Opportunities Books
ARE HERE!
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Current Church Mortgage Value:   $00000000000000 

“BURN THE 
MORTGAGE”
CELEBRATION

SAVE  THE  DATE 
LEAP YEAR DAY PARTY 

SATURDAY, FEB. 29, 2020 
6PM  MCBRADY CENTER 

SAINT ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH 

     We will be celebrating “Burning the Mortgage” for our parish church 
buildings and grounds. It only took 33 years to do so! Our menu for the 
night promises to be “high on the hog” and moderately priced cash bar.  

PARTY PLANNING MEETING
     Have some great ideas to share? We will have a planning meeting for 
the on  Monday, Jan. 13, at 7:00 PM, in the Parish Conference Room.   
All are welcome! 
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SHARING CHRISTMASTIME TREATS IN DECEMBER
 

Our Seniors of Seton meet the first Tuesday of each month, September through June. This lively and fun group of over 230  
members sponsors and coordinates programs that are of interest to the members. The programs focus on informational topics, 
entertaining games, fitness and socializing, special events, and off-site tours. The next Seniors of Seton meeting takes place on 

January 7, 2020, in the McBrady Center. Dues are only $15. All are welcome to join us! 
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From communities throughout the developing world, every inspired design is crafted 
with love using local materials (usually natural or recycled) and time-honored skills by 
makers we have known and worked with for years. Every purchase improves the lives 

of makers by supporting their craft and providing a fair, stable income. 

In round numbers, your $23,000+ in sales from your pop up store event on November 
16/17, represents over 3,000 days of employment for artisans. Assuming each fairly paid 
adult supports three family members, the sales from your church supported over 40 

families for a year. The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry thank you for becoming 
part of the Ten Thousand Villages story—your purchase gives value to lives of others. 

Thank you for 
continuing to be 
part of our story. 
On Nov. 16/17, 

St. Elizabeth Seton 
parishioners

raised $23,424 
for artisans 
around the 

globe.
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CHRISTMAS AT GRECCIO 
DECEMBER 24, 1223 

 
 
 
 

    Being a man who wanted to experience things with all of his 
senses, Saint Francis decided one Christmas to depict the birth 
of Jesus with live animals and real people. This “first crèche” 
was created in Greccio in 1223. Our tradition of having a 
Christmas crèche in our homes and churches continues the 
practice begun all those years ago.  
 

WHAT BETTER WAY TO PREPARE FOR THE  
ARRIVAL OF THE CHRIST CHILD THAN TO TAKE 
A BRIEF JOURNEY TO GRECCIO, the spot in central 
Italy where Saint Francis of Assisi created the first 
Christmas crib in the year 1223. 
     Francis, recalling a visit he had made years before to 
Bethlehem, resolved to create the manger he had seen 
there. The ideal spot was a cave in nearby Greccio. He 
would find a baby—we’re not sure if it was a live infant 
or the carved image of a baby—hay upon which to lay 
him, an ox and an ass to stand beside the manger. Word 
went out to the people of the town. At the appointed 
time, they arrived carrying torches and candles. 
     One of the friars began celebrating Mass. Francis him-
self gave the sermon. His biographer, Thomas of Celano, 
recalls that Francis “stood before the manger…overcome 
with love and filled with a wonderful happiness…” 
     For Francis, the simple celebration was meant to recall 
the hardships Jesus suffered even as an infant, a savior 
who chose to become poor for our sake, a truly human 
Jesus.  
     Tonight, as you pray around the Christmas cribs in 
your homes, welcome into our hearts that same Savior. 
 

COMMENT 
God’s choice to give human beings free will was  
from the beginning a decision to be helpless in human 
hands. With the birth of Jesus, God made the divine 
helplessness very clear to us, for a human infant is 
totally dependent on the loving response of other  
people. Our natural response to a baby is to open  
our arms as Francis did–to the infant of Bethlehem, 
and to the God who made us all.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK SENIORS OF SETON 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Please bring your date book and check 
book to monthly meetings. Activities 
space limited. Questions/information? 
Please call Anna at 708-532-6731. 

NEW ENGLAND and CAPE COD AUTUMN FOLIAGE 
DEPARTS OCT. 8, 2020— ONLY 10 SEATS LEFT! 

     Mayflower Tours presents an exclusive 8-day itinerary 
for SOS. Visit five states—MA, RI, VT, ME, NH. For a  
more detailed itinerary, flyer is available at monthly  
meeting and in parish office. Deposit due at time of  
reservation. Additional payment information in the flyer. 

COOPER’S HAWK RESTAURANT, NEW LENOX 
WINE AND DINE — JAN. 22, 2020 
SOLD OUT—WAIT LIST FORMING 

$68/pp. Enjoy a fabulous, customized, family-style 
meal which includes 2 appetizers, salad, filet medallions, 
chicken Madeira, Mary’s potatoes, seasonal vegetable,  
Key lime pie, and a chocolate covered strawberry.  
Six wine pairings to match our menu. Coffee/tea/soft  
drinks incl. Cash bar. Bus departs west lot 11am.  
See flyer for more details. 

DRURY LANE-OAK BROOK 
WED. FEB.19-AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 

SOLD OUT!
Bus will leave from west parking lot promptly at 10:30am 
for those with a paid reservation. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
ROCK BOTTOM RESTAURANT AND BREWERY 

FUNDRAISER 
FEBRUARY 10, 11, 12, 13 

ORLAND PARK LOCATION 

STILL LOOKING FOR THAT 
PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT? 

2020 Golden Opportunities Coupon Books are available  
for purchase at monthly meeting and in the parish office. 
Cost is still only $20.  
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JUST SOME OF THE MANY FACES OF SETON 
AT OUR PARISH MINISTRY FAIR... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last month, our St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Pastoral Council led our Annual Parish Ministry Fair 
that highlights and invites all to participate in the many ministries and clubs offered at our church. 

For a complete listing of our Clubs/Ministries and contacts see page 17. All are welcome! 
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Spiritual Life Ministry Groups
Eucharistic Ministers — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Lectors — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Altar Servers — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Greeters — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Sacristans and Assistants — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Adult Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director
Teen Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director
Parish Instrumentalists — Linda McKeague, Music Director
Ministers of Care — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Ministry of Consolation — Donna Houha, Doug Benker
Adult Altar Servers — Kathy O’Sullivan, Doug Benker
Art and Environment — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming
Rosary Group — Suzanne LaCosse
Centering Prayer — Marge Quinn
Divine Chaplet of Mercy — Tom Scorzo

Parish Life Ministry Groups and Clubs
Men’s Club — Jim Grant, President
Women’s Club — Laurie Coe, President
Seniors of Seton (SOS) — Doug Benker, President
Branches Teen Ministry — Bruce Hall
Young Adult Ministry — Archdiocese of Chicago
Youth Athletics — Bob Myjak, Athletic Director
Welcome Committee — Father Bill Corcoran
Cub Scouts (at CJB) — Contact School
Boy Scouts — Rose Ucha
Girl Scouts — Monica Lloyd
Parish Pastoral Council — Laura Rogers Kocsis, President
Parish Finance Committee — Father Bill Corcoran

Education Ministry Groups and Clubs
Religious Education Program—Mary Vlaming, Diana Barracca
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School — James Antos, Interim Principal
Baptism Preparation — Father John Zurek
Marriage Preparation (PreCana) — Deacon Dennis Cristofaro
Sacred Space — Sister Liz Pardo
Scripture Study (Adult) — Father Bill Gubbins

Mary Vlaming
Book Club— Claudia Nolan
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) — Father Bill Corcoran

Human Concerns Ministry Groups
Creation Care Team— Andy Panelli
Seton Sowers, Newborns in Need — Carol Dimer
Social Action Ministry — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor

Soup Kitchen — Bernadette Kemp
Nancy Arredia

Sharing Parish St. Procopius Church — Doug Benker
SWIFT (Southwest Interfaith Team) — Carol Davis
Right for Life — Darlene Raila
Fair Trade Events — Darlene Raila

Sue Rosinski
Respond Now — Elizabeth Wisnasky

St. Vincent DePaul Society— Father Bill Gubbins
MarybethWalter

Alcoholics Anonymous
HOPE Employment Ministry — Arnie Skibinski
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Sharon Leone
Heartwarmers — Barbara Cristofaro
St. Monica Ministry to the Family — Kathy Galvin, Maryola Ward
Kolbe House Jail Ministry — Doug Benker

To reach a Parish Ministry contact person please call the St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Office at 708 403 0101.

Participate in the life of the parish!
All are welcome!

Education Ministry Groups
Education Ministry Clubs
Parish Life Ministry Groups
Parish Life Ministry Clubs
Spiritual Life Ministries and

Human Concerns Ministry Groups

Share Your Gifts
We are all blessed with gifts and talents.
Is God calling you to share your faith,

time and talents with others?
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S A V E T H E D A T E!
O P E N H O U S E

FOR NEW FAMILIES/NEW STUDENTS
COME AND VISIT YOUR TWICE AWARDED

BLUE RIBBON PARISH SCHOOL!
3 and 4 year old Pre K through 8th Grade

Sunday, January 26, 2020
1:00pm— 3:00pm

Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 1:15pm
3 and 4 year old Pre K (full day and half day) Presentation at 2:00pm

All Grade Levels (PK 8th Grade) – Tours and Opportunities to Speak with Teachers
… Plus Visit and Shop the BOOK FAIR!!

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487

We are a Christ centered School for Children in Grades Pre K through 8th
We are a twice recognized “Exemplary High Performing

National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence”
For more information, visit www.cjbschool.org or email

Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org or call 708 403 6525, extension 127

Page Nineteen December 22/25, 2019 

 
 
 

Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet of  
envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the form below so we can publish  
the names of your loved one(s) in the  
bulletin after Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Given in Memory of 

 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    ____________________________________________ 
___ 
 
 
 

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

 
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION:
Be a mindful consumer to reduce waste.

Before purchasing, ask yourself how it will impact the
environment. Avoid products with excess packaging.
Don't buy what you don’t need. Borrow or rent items
you need only for occasional use. For items you do
buy, look for durability. Consider buying secondhand
clothes and household items from thrift stores,
consignment shops, and private sellers when it makes
sense. Before disposing, donate useful old household
items so someone else can reuse them.

REMEMBER THE 5 R’S OF SUSTAINABILITY:
Refuse Reduce Repair Reuse Recycle

“The justified concern
about threats to the envi
ronment... commits us to
working responsibly for the
protection of creation.”
—Pope Benedict XVI

Joyful Again! Widowed Retreat 
Find ways to move toward inner peace and new hope in 
life. Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry Retreat Workshop for 
men/women on March 14/15, at the Mt. Assisi Center,  
Lemont. To register call 708-354-7211 or e-mail joyfula-
gain7211@gmail.com or visit www.joyfulagain.org. 



Sharing... 

Songs of the Season 
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HOPE Employment Support Ministry kicks off the 15th year of
service to the Parish and community with a Special Mass! 

Tuesday – January 7, 2020, 7PM 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills 

The HOPE (Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment) Employment Support Ministry meets
at Saint Elizabeth Seton Church (https://steseton.com) on the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm in 
the Parish (O’Mara) Hall. Our sessions, which are open to all faiths and denominations, offer support, 
fellowship, guidance and information for the employed, unemployed, or those in Career Transition. 
HOPE Ministry leaders review resumes, offer job search and interview tips, provide presentations on 
various job search topics and present job leads.  

To help kick off the 15th year of service to the community, St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church  
will celebrate a Mass on the evening of Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 7pm. HOPE invites people of all 
faiths to join us for this Mass. The Mass is intended to be a shared prayer for support and inspiration in 
the job search; in gratitude for blessings received; and for the hope of blessings forthcoming.  

Whether you are employed or unemployed, all are welcome, including spouses and children, as they 
are part of everyone’s support group. We especially encourage Alumni of the HOPE program to at-
tend.

MEETING TO FOLLOW MASS IN THE DOWNSTAIRS O’MARA HALL 

Immediately following Mass, a short meeting addressing “Creation of a Target List of Companies
for Your Job Search” will follow in the lower level Parish (O’Mara) Hall.  

Employers:  
Please forward your job leads to askibinski@steseton.com for a no cost distribution to our members.  

Start the New Year off right 
with some HOPE and a Mass on

Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00pm… 
because everyone could use a little HOPE!

Providing HOPE by branching out to ALL  
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 

Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 

Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 

Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.  

Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 

In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  

Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 

Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 

Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies. 

Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.
9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 

708-403-0101 
www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote 
positive environmental change through education, individual action 
and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si. The group meets the third Monday each month in the 
Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skrzypiec at 708-349-
4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
THE EYES HAVE IT 

Even during a traumatic time like the flight into
Egypt, the Holy Family surely looked at one another
in love, to calm the anxious fear of their journey.
May their gaze comfort us today.

FIRST READING 
Those who honor and comfort their parents shall never
be forgotten (Sirach 3:2 6, 12 14).

SECOND READING 
Bear with one another; forgive one another; let Christ’s
peace control you (Colossians 3:12 21 [12 17]).

GOSPEL
Joseph rose, took the child and his mother, and fled to
Egypt (Matthew 2:13 15, 19 23).

REFLECTION

DECEMBER 29, 2019

Scripture Reflections for 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY AND JOSEPH 

Monday
Mal 3:1-4, 

23-34 
Lk 1:57-66

Tuesday
2 Sm 7:1-5,

8b-12, 14a, 16 
Lk 1:67-79

Wednesday 
Is 52:7-10 
Heb 1:1-6 
Jn 1:1-18 
[1-5, 9-14]

Thursday 
Acts 6:8-10 

7:54-59 
Mt 10:17-22

Friday 
1 Jn 1:1-4 

Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Saturday
1 Jn 1:5—2:2 

Mt 2:13-18

Sunday
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 

Col 3:12-21 
Mt 2:13-15, 

19-23  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [December 23-December 29] 
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM

Join us on FACEBOOK
St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Orland Hills
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy
Linda McKeague, Director of Music 

Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist

Religious Education Staff
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director

Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday:

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 

Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

12/28 & 12/29 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS  R. Coe 

 S. Hermann 
 E. Herman 
 S. Klean 
 M. Pineda 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 
 R. Bonzani 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox 
 M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 K. Arduino 
 M. Arduino 
 A. Arduino 
 I. Cox 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 
 A. Villegas 

LECTORS  M. Taska 
 J. Bessette 

 L. Mata  T. O’Connell 
 B. Hall 

 M. Koning 
 R. Velcich 

 M. O’Sullivan 
 P. Hambrick 

ALTAR
SERVERS

 M. Boertlein 
 L. Boertlein 
 S. Boertlein 

 A. Lloyd 
 E. Gacek 
 L. Zukowski 

 D. Pawlak 
 C. McKibben 
 E. Ryan 

 E. Ardiuno 
 A. Van Alst 
 O. Durkin 

 N. Kaslewicz 
 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS

 L. Coe 
 J. Para-Martin 
 A. Hult Sharp 
 T. Hanlon 
 P. Ihnat 
 M. Ihnat 
 J. Paluch 
 M. Paluch 
 M. Gabrione 
 G. Roy 
 K. Nanfeldt 
 Z. Pineda 

 L. Avila 
 S. Avila 
 D. Nykiel 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Skrzypiec 
 L. Skrzypiec 
 D. Flynn 
 D. Houha 

 T. Krull 
 K. Oliver 
 S. Hall 
 S. Leone 
 P. Bergamini 
 D. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Kelly 
 K. Kelly 
 B. Kandel 
 J. Scellato 
 F. Scellato 

 C. Davis 
 J. Nemec 
 K. Petrey 
 E. Pawlak 
 E. O’Connor 
 J. Weger 
 J. King 
 E. Federico 
 E. Barin 
 M. Fehrenbacher 
 D. Ulrich 
 R. Ulrich 
 J. Eisenberg 

 K. Buchanan 
 C. Bueche 
 T. Scorzo 
 M. Miller 
 J. Holmquist 
 C. Holmquist 
 D. Sigourney  
 M. O’Connor 
 M. Merino 
 J. Bilas 

SACRISTANS  T. Hanlon 
 L. Jeffrey 

 D. Flynn  J. Kelly 
 K. Kelly 

 M. Fehrenbacher  M. O’Connor 
 and Family 
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