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A Christmas 
Cantata by  

Pepper Choplin 
and featuring  

Christmas  
Carol favorites 
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The First Sunday of Advent… 
     This weekend we begin our 2018-2019 Year of 
Grace, our new liturgical year, and the season of  
Advent, a time of joy-filled waiting.  
     On Mondays and Fridays in our “Stations 
Chapel” (east side of church) we will pray “Stations  
of the Nativity” after daily Mass. These stations  
highlight the journey of faith-filled people journeying 
towards the Nativity of our Lord. They offer us a new 
take on our meditations during Advent. 
     Additionally, we are passing out our Advent  
reflection booklets this weekend. We ask that  
people take one book per family. 
 
Parish Advent Reconciliation… 
     Our Advent Parish Reconciliation Service will be  
this Sunday night, Dec. 2, at 7:00 PM, in the church. 
We will be getting off “on the right foot” for the season 
of Advent, by reconciling with God and neighbor at the 
start of this liturgical season. All are welcome. We will 
also celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at our 
usual times [4:15-4:45 PM] on Saturday, Dec. 8 and 
Dec.15. On Saturday, Dec. 23, we will begin a half hour 
earlier beginning at 3:45 PM, ending at 4:45 PM. 
 
Bambinelli Sunday… 
     The Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 15/16, we  
celebrate the Roman custom of inviting parishioners  
to bring their home nativity set figurine of the baby  
Jesus to church to be blessed at our weekend  
Masses. We do this to join your home shrine of  
Christmas, to our church shrine of the nativity.  
     That same weekend (on Sunday only) we will  
have both the Kids’s Living Nativity and Donuts  
with Santa [sponsored by our Men’s Club] in our  
downstairs O’Mara Hall. 
 
What Happened in New York… 
and our Christmas Concert and Gala... 
     Our parish Music Director, Linda McKeague, and 
26 members of our parish choir returned from New York 
and their appearance singing at Carnegie Hall on Nov. 
18. It was a fabulous experience for the group. Five 
hour rehearsals on Friday and Saturday, and a two hour 
technical rehearsal paid off in a wonderful performance 
on Sunday night. The 250-275 massed choir and full 
orchestra learned a great deal from composer and  
director Pepper Chopin. Performing at such a high 
level was both a compliment to our choir, in their being 
selected and allowed to perform, but also increased 
their own skill set by what they learned through these 
intensive rehearsals. Prior to their departure, they had 
already mastered the pieces to be performed, but being 

part of such a mass choir furthered their learning ex-
perience. All this will be to our parish’s experience.  
     We welcome them back in time for our Advent/
Christmas Musical Gala, next Sunday, Dec. 9 at 3:00 
PM, in the church. There will be refreshments following 
the concert in the McBrady Center. 
 
Kids Day… 
     Thanks to our Youth Minister, Kyle Groves, and all 
his good elf volunteers who supervised the “Kids Day” 
last weekend, Nov. 25. It was a win/win for both the 
parents and children. 
 
Thanksgiving “Wrap Up”… 
     Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners,  
152 families enjoyed Thanksgiving turkeys and hams  
for their family meals on Thanksgiving Day from our  
collection for our sharing parish, St. Procopius, located 
in the Pilsen area of Chicago. In addition to the turkeys 
and hams, over $400 in gift cards were given to provide 
the full repast for these needy families. God must  
have smiled to see us providing meals for others on 
Thanksgiving Day. 
 
Roofing Issues… 
     After weeks of work and much expense, the church 
roof was “raised” on Thanksgiving Day morning during 
our Thanksgiving Day Mass. The strong positive en-
ergy, warm community spirit, and loud praise of God 
rocked the church building once again. Thanks to all 
who were present, and all who worked to decorate the 
church, provide for the post-liturgy reception in O’Mara 
Hall, and  lead the community in prayer and song. God 
was given great praise that morning. 
 
Roofing Update… 
     In theory, all of the church repair should have been 
finished during this past week. We have been under 
construction [e.g., cement work, masonry tuck-pointing, 
and roofing] since June 11th! WOW! 
 
Church Sexual Abuse Issue… 
     Later in this bulletin is a recent letter from Bishop 
Ron Hicks on the issue of the Chicago Church’s  
response to the Church Sexual Abuse Crises, and a 
brief overview history of Chicago church’s efforts to  
respond to this situation. I found both the letter and  
especially the overview very helpful in remembering  
all that Chicago has done in positive ways for several 
decades. The American and Universal Church needs  
to do far more, but Chicago has shown what can be 
done, and what is possible. 
(Corcoran’s Corner continued on page 3) 
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Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIGIL MASS 
Friday, Dec. 7, 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FEAST DAY MASS 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 9:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Gabriel greeted Mary. Her response revealed her 
wonderment and fear. Why else would Gabriel have said, 
“Do not be afraid?”  Mary’s answer of honesty and 
openness expressed her inner freedom. Conceived free from 
sin, she could be a worthy vessel for the sinless Savior.  
     We can be free from the ultimate power of sin and that 
is a source of hope for us,  although we know the effects of 
original sin. Nothing is impossible for God. We know the 
effects of original, personal, and corporal sin. Evidence 
surrounds us and can blind us in Christ. God chose us  
and destines us “for the praise of the glory of his grace  
that he granted us in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6).  
     We are full of grace. The Lord is with us because the 
Holy Spirit has been given us. Believe! Do not be afraid. 
Let this belief make a difference in your life, for nothing  
is impossible with God. 

Ten Thousand Villages Craft Fair… 
     This year was our most successful craft fair in  
support of Ten Thousand villages. They raised over 
$17,200 from our purchases. This money goes to  
support the local artisans in the developing countries  
in which the goods were produced. This truly is a hand  
up, not a hand out. Thanks to our Social Action Ministry 
who sponsors this very successful event. 
 
First Reconciliation… 
     This Saturday, Dec. 1, all our parish Second graders 
celebrated their First Reconciliation. We congratulate  
them on this milestone. May they always know that God 
loves them and forgives them. 
 
Sick Bay Report… 
     Father Bill Gubbins had an MRI this past Monday,  
and was due to get the results this past Friday. He expects 
to face surgery on his right leg relatively soon, and then 
enter a period of rehab and recovery. We will continue  
to let you know his progress in the weeks ahead. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 
 
“All I Want for Christmas”… 
     They key thing to know is that everyone was “okay”. 
Last Monday’s snowfall brought about the fatal demise of 
the parish’s “second hand’ open bed truck. It is not the one 
we use at times for plowing, or big jobs, but for moving 
trash, and small tasks. The snow fall obscured a nearby 
stoplight during a minor errand run, and the truck had a run
-in with a tow truck built like a small tank. As Sancho 
Panza says to Don Quixote in the musical Man of La  
Mancha, “Whether the pot hits the stone, or the stone hits 
the pot, it is not good for the pot.” Our truck was the pot.  
So I am going to have a very traditional Christmas and  
ask Santa for a truck for the parish under the Christmas 
tree. If any good elf has any leads, please let me know. 
 
Out of the Mouth of Babes… 
     A friend of mine who teaches at a Catholic grade 
school. [not Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School], always 
sends me Thanksgiving Day Turkey Cooking Instructions 
form her Kindergarten class. This year one student wrote: 
“Get the turkey from Jewel. Cook it in a hot oven for  
five minutes. Serve with mashed potatoes, broccoli,  
cauliflower, corn, carrots, and pumpkin pie. The kids  
will drink lemonade, and the grown ups will drink wine.” 
Sounds about right. 
 

Keep Smiling, 
 

CONTINUED 
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Sat., Dec. 1 (5pm) Anthony Pytko; Dorothy Nelson 
Sun., Dec. 2 (7:15am) Frank Schaffer; Edward Pope 
(8:30am) Luis Dominguiz; Antonio Espina, Jr. 
(10 am) Barbara Czarnecki; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Eileen Vaughan-Biel; John K. Vaughan 
Mon., Dec. 3 (9am) Mary Ritter; Ken Janiak 
Tues., Dec. 4 (9am) Virgilio Angga; Michael Schaaf 
Wednesday, 5 Dec. (9am) Nancy Baumgartner; Eugene DeFrank 
Thurs., Dec. 6 (9am) Rafaela Orozco; Kathleen Breslin 
Fri., Dec. 7 (9am) Patrick O’Sullivan; William Corpus 
(7pm) NO INTENTIONS 
Sat., Dec. 8 (9am) NO INTENTIONS 
(5pm) Marlene Nedza; Alice R. Betley 
Sun., Dec. 9 (7:15am) James McNicholas; Delores Girtz 
(8:30am) Carolyn Roy; Jack Yanahan 
(10 am) Dan Keating; Gamaliel J. Roca (Living) 
(11:30am) Jennie Munin; For All Parishioners 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Mary Morajda     Vickie Clark 
   Richard Hallstein     Donald Roberts 
   Kevin Fonte 

 

And for our deceased: 
   John Casserly     Lorin Schab 
   Frances McKenna     Virginia Carlson 
   Barbara Shemanske     Alice Hannigan 
   Joseph Agate 
  “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Pray for this couple as they prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Nicole Bigos and Bradley Burian; 12-15-18 
Kathleen T. Troy and Brad P. Lenart; 12-22-18 

 
WEDDINGS 

James and Victoria Boyer 
(Child: Guinevere Boyer) 

 
WELCOME 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 11-25-18: 
$20,660.42 

KIDS’ COLLECTION: 

$73.98 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Parish Reconciliation Service 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 7pm 

The St. Elizabeth Seton  
Women’s Club will offer  
Oplatki Christmas Wafers 
in the Narthex after Masses on 
December 9/10 and  December 16/17 

Celebrate 
Christmas  
with Oplatki 

 
 
 
 

     Oplatki will be 
available in the  
Narthex for those 
wanting to partici-
pate in this centuries 
old custom. Oplatki, 
Holy Bread, is our 

Christmas oblation and the Christmas wafer  
is reminiscent of the word Bethlehem, which 
means “House of Bread.” The breaking of 
bread with family in your home is a sign of 
charity, unity, and friendship. With prayer  
for God’s grace and for the welfare of the  
present/absent members of the family, the 
broken wafer pieces are distributed to each 
one at the table.  

 
 
 
 

A FREE WILL DONATION 
WILL BE APPRECIATED 

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 11-18-18: 
Landon Garrett, child of Ronald and Lisa (Werner) Rauch 
Vincent Nicholas, child of John and Melissa (Schmitz) Ippolito 
Amelia Rae, child of Francis Raymond and Carly (Peterson) Paragas 
Dylan Douglas, child of Christopher and Traci (Sucharski) Seps 
Evelyn Faith, child of Christopher and Laurie (Salgado) Conrad 

 
BAPTISMS 
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PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY    
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY    

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.    
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE   

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY  
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY  

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.  
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE 

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

For questions, please call Liz Wisnasky at 708-614-6475. 
To learn more about Respond Now, visit www.respondnow.org. 
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     So convenient and so destructive. From land pollution 
and poisoning marine life to increasing our use of climate 
damaging fuels, our reliance on single-use plastics has a 
devastating impact on God’s creation. The good news is 
that we can solve this problem. We can all play a role in 
reducing plastic pollution and minimizing our contribution 
to what Pope Francis calls “a throwaway culture” by  
working together as a community. And plastic pollution is 
now recognized as a hazard to public health and the human 
body. Plastics never really go away, they break up into ever 
smaller bits and get into the food chain. Chemicals also 
leach from some plastics used in food/beverage storage 
and are correlated to an increased risk of chromosomal  
and reproductive system abnormalities, impaired brain  
and neurological functions, cancer, cardiovascular system 
damage, adult-onset diabetes, early puberty, obesity and 
resistance to chemotherapy.  
     We hope you will commit to examining your usage of 
these products and to participating in a challenge to  
dramatically reduce single-use plastic usage.  

 
 
 

Please join us in the Narthex this weekend 
at our Creation Care Awareness Event:  

“Alternatives to single use plastics” 

We cannot interfere in one 
area of the ecosystem  
without paying due  
attention...to the well-being 
of future generations.  
        -Pope John Paul II 

Creation Care and Single-Use Plastics Awareness  

Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
 
 
 

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet 
of envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the  form below so we can publish  
the names of your loved one(s) in the bulletin 
after Christmas. 

 
 
 
 

Given in Memory of 

 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    ____________________________________________ 
___ 
 
 
 

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

 
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 

Retirement Fund 
for the Religious 

Second Collection 
Next Weekend 

December 8 & 9 

Please give to those who have given a lifetime. 
 Across the United States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial resources sufficient to meet the retirement 
and health-care needs of aging members. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious provides vital funding for medications,  
nursing care, and more. It also helps religious congregations implement long-range retirement strategies, even as they continue 
to serve the People of God. To learn more please visit https://retiredreligious.org/. 
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The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30AM 
BEGINNING DEC. 3 THROUGH DEC. 21 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS REFLECTION 

THIS ADVENT 
THINK ABOUT THIS! 
Be kind and gentle. 
    Keep a promise. 
    Mend a quarrel. 
    Seek out a forgotten friend. 
   Write a love letter. 
    Share some treasure. 
    Take pleasure in beauty and wonder  
 of the earth. 
Find the time. 
   Think of someone else first. 
Listen. 
    Apologize if you were wrong. 
    Forgive an enemy. 
    Laugh a little. 
    Laugh a little more. 
    Express your gratitude. 
    Gladden the heart of a child. 
Speak your love. 
    Speak it again. 
    Speak it still once again. 

 
 
 
 

(Author Unknown) 

Local Parish Advent Reconciliation Offered 
     In the spirit of cooperation and Renew My Church, local 
parishes in our Archdiocesan Deanery joyfully invite all 
to participate at any of their reconciliation service times: 
  Sunday, Dec. 2, 7pm 
     St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 4, 7pm 
     St. Michael Church, 14327 Highland, Orland Park 
  Wednesdays of Advent (beginning Dec. 5), 6pm 
     St. James at Sag Bridge, 10600 Archer Ave., Lemont 
  Wednesday, Dec. 5, 6:15pm 
     St. George Church, 6707 W. 175th St., Tinley Park 
  Sunday, Dec. 9, 6pm 
     St. Damian Church, 5250 W. 155th St., Oak Forest 
  Monday, Dec. 10, 7pm 
     St. Julie Billiart Church, 7399 159th St., Tinley Park 
  Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7pm 
     St. Alexander Church, 7025 W. 126th St., Palos Heights 
  Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7:30pm 
     St. Stephen Church, 175th and 84th Ave., Tinley Park 
  Saturday, Dec. 15, 5:30pm 
     St. Christopher Church, 4130 W. 147th St., Midlothian 
  Monday Dec. 17, 5-6pm/7-8pm  
     St. Cyril and Methodius, 608 Sobieski St., Lemont 
  Monday, Dec.17, 7:30pm 
     St. Francis of Assisi Church, 15050 Wolf Rd., Orland Park 
  Monday, Dec. 17, 7:30pm 
     Incarnation Church, 5757 W 127th St., Palos Heights 
  Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7pm 
     Our Lady of the Woods, 10731 W 131st St., Orland Park 
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Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, DEC. 4, 7PM 
O’Mara Church Hall (lower level of church) 
TOPIC: We will be reviewing how the development of an effective ele-
vator speech can lead to a powerful first impression and how develop-
ment of success stories can contribute to a successful interview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of  
our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free of charge. Our 
monthly meetings address resume review, interview skills, networking,  
guest speakers and open forums. 
 
Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job  
openings with us. Send your staffing needs to Fred Zeilner at 

fredzeilner16@gmail.com, and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly meetings. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: If you have expertise in the areas of HR/Recruitment, Staffing,  
Resumes, LinkedIn or as a hiring manager, please consider joining our team as a volunteer. Enjoy the  
satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. Contact Arnie Skibinski 
at skibins@comcast.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  

 
 

Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 5pm 
 
 

Bishop Ronald Hicks, Celebrant 
Father Adan Sandoval, Celebrant 

Bus transportation provided. 

 
 
 
 

The celebration continues after Mass with a fiesta 
with traditional music and food at the celebration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in taking the bus or if you 
plan to drive to St. Procopius Church, please  

sign-up at the counter in the Narthex by Monday, 
Dec. 3, so we have a correct count for food. 

We will depart the Seton parking lot at 
3:30pm and return by 9pm.  
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ELF” 
December 8, 2018 

7-9:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Join us in the O’Mara Hall for a free community 
showing of Elf, starring Will Ferrell & Zoey 
Deschanel. There will be some snacks for sale and 
proceeds will go towards the Youth Ministry.  
There will be some chairs and tables, however  
you’re welcome to bring your own foldable chairs. 

Open to all families!!! 
 
Kyle Groves, Youth & Young Adult Minister 
Help us plan by RSVPING to kgroves@steseton.com  
or 708-403-0101 x105 
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Student Volunteers are needed (service hours available) for Three shifts: 8:45-10am,  
10:15-11:30am, 11:45am-1pm, to portray Mary, Joseph, two angels, two shepherds, three  
kings (nine volunteers each shift.) No speaking parts. Costumes provided. Please contact  
Mrs. Mary Vlaming at 708-403-0137, mvlaming@cjbschool.org, mvlaming@steseton.com. 

KIDS LIVE NATIVITY 
Sunday, Dec. 16 in O’Mara Hall 

Sunday, December 16 

 

If you selected a name for Christmas gifts for the families 
of St. Procopius. please remember these guidelines: 

1)Buy a NEW GIFT. (No used clothing or toys). 
2)   Wrap the gift (No bows please). 
3)Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
4)   Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
5)   Do not bundle gifts. 

Please return the gift to  St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church by this Wednesday, Dec. 12. 

St. Procopius Christmas Gift Names 

2019 Golden Opportunities 

Books ARE HERE! 
Still Only $20! 

     Golden Opportunities al-
lows you to save thousands  
of dollars at a variety of your 
favorite LOCAL merchants 
that include: dining pleasures, 
casual dining, entertainment, 
sports, retail, and more! 

Makes a great Christmas gift! Available in the 
parish office and at Seniors of Seton meetings! 
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Centering Prayer 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 

7:00 pm 
Father Bill Gubbins Center 

for Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and 
learn about Centering Prayer. The group usually meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month in the Gubbins 
Center located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave. 
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357. 

A brand new way to celebrate 
Advent and Christmas… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATIONS 
o f  t h e  

NATIVITY 

As in the Lenten Stations, 14 scenes from Jesus’ life are 
used as opportunities for prayer. In the Stations of the  
Nativity, the familiar scenes here are those surrounding 
Christ’s birth. For each station, there is a New Testament 
passage, beginning with an Opening Prayer and the Canti-
cle of Zechariah. There is time for silent Prayer and Reflec-
tion, and then together we share a short prayer and the 
Glory Be to the Father. The Silent Prayer and Reflection 
and the ending prayer for each station, bring out the mean-
ing of the scene for our own lives today.   
     While the readings are seasonal, how and when you 
pray the Stations is up to you. Pray through the entire 
booklet in one sitting. Pray a page a day for the two weeks 
before Christmas. Pray the Stations daily from Christmas 
Eve through the Epiphany.   
     Find a deeper meaning of Christmas with this lovely 
new devotion, and you will create a brand new tradition for 
your family, that will be treasured for years to come. 
     Simple enough to be understood by children, rich 
enough to be inspiring to adults, the Stations of the Nativity 
is a perfect way to focus on the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Group Prayer: Mondays and Fridays of Advent   
9:30am (after 9am Mass) in the Stations Chapel  

 
 
 
 
 

Stations of the Nativity can be prayed alone.  
Stations of the Nativity Booklets will be in  

the Stations Chapel for individual prayer. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

The Hamilton Family        12/01                         5:00 PM 

Luke LeBeau        12/02                         7:15 AM 

        12/02                         8:30 AM 

Moore Family        12/02                        10:00 AM 

Ted Wolski        12/02                        11:30 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Lennon/McAuliffe Families        12/08                         5:00 PM 

Kyle Groves        12/09                          7:15 AM 

David and Bernadette Kemp        12/09                          8:30 AM 

King Family        12/09                        10:00 AM 

Ucha Family        12/09                        11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Frank and Maryola Ward        12/15                          5:00 PM 

Balediata Family        12/16                          7:15 AM 

Woods Family        12/16                          8:30 AM 

St. Elizabeth Seton Choir        12/16                        10:00 AM 

Gregg Family        12/16                        11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Durkin Family        12/22                          5:00 PM 

        12/23                          7:15 AM 

Driscoll Family        12/23                         8:30 PM 

Krusenoski Family        12/23                       10:00 AM 

Conrad Family        12/23                       11:30 AM 

Thank you to all who have offered to help us celebrate  
The wonderful Advent tradition of carrying up our  

Advent Candle To the sanctuary at the start of Mass.  

If you are interested, please sign up in the Narthex.. 

Questions? Call Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy at 708-403-0101, x102. 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has  

sponsored a special collection of items for the homeless. 
Many come without adequate clothing. We thank  
all the parishioners for their heartfelt generosity.  
Proceeds will be distributed to Prison, Homeless,  

and Domestic Violence Ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 16. 
 
 

Suggested gift items are: 

deodorant 
hand sanitizer 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
white socks 
winter coats 

hats 
scarves 
gloves (men’s large) 
mittens 
Men’s underwear 
Women’s underwear 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  

Page Twenty December 2, 2018 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSED RAFAL CHYLINSKI 
1694-1741 

 

     . This Polish Conventual Franciscan served in the military, 
but felt the call to the vowed religious life. Rafal was known for 
his simple and candid sermons, for his generosity, as well as for 
his ministry in the confessional. People of all levels of society 
were drawn to the self-sacrificing way he lived out his religious 
profession and priestly ministry. He also played the harp, lute, 
and mandolin to accompany liturgical singing.  
 
BORN NEAR BUK IN THE POZNAN REGION  
OF POLAND, MELCHIOR CHYLINSKI SHOWED 
EARLY SIGNS OF RELIGIOUS DEVOTION; 
FAMILY MEMBERS NICKNAMED HIM  
“THE LITTLE MONK.” After completing his studies at 
the Jesuit college in Poznan, Melchior joined the cavalry 
and was promoted to officer rank within three years. 
In 1715, against the urgings of his military comrades, 
Melchior joined the Conventual Franciscans in Krakow. 
Receiving the name Rafal, he was ordained two years 
later. After pastoral assignments in nine cities, he came 
to Lagiewniki, where he spent the last 13 years of his life, 
except for 20 months ministering to flood and epidemic 
victims in Warsaw. In all these places, Rafal was known 
for his simple and candid sermons, for his generosity, as 
well as for his ministry in the confessional. People of all 
levels of society were drawn to the self-sacrificing way 
he lived out his religious profession and priestly 
ministry. 
Rafal played the harp, lute, and mandolin to accompany 
liturgical hymns. In Lagiewniki he distributed food, 
supplies, and clothing to the poor. After his death, the 
Conventual church in that city became a place of 
pilgrimage for people throughout Poland. He was 
beatified in Warsaw in 1991. 
 
 
 
 

COMMENT 
The sermons preached by Rafal were powerfully 
reinforced by the living sermon of his life. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation can help us bring our 
daily choices into harmony with our words about 
Jesus’ influence in our lives.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Payment is due at time of registration. 
Reservation forms and info for all events available at 

monthly meetings and parish office. For reservations or 
questions, contact Anna at 708-532-6731. 

 

SANFILLIPO CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
DEC. 11—TUESDAY—10AM 

Deadline for reservation w/payment: DEC. 2 
Cost: $115 member. Members may make reservation with 
full payment in the parish office or at a monthly meeting.  
Make check payable to SOS. Submit bottom portion of 
reservation form and note: ATTENTION ANNA. 

 

DRURY LANE—BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
THE MUSICAL, with LUNCH 

JAN. 23—WEDNESDAY  $80pp 
Few seats left! Act quickly and call ASAP 

     Join us for a wonderful afternoon that will include a  
performance of the enchanting musical that is sure to  
delight all ages, along with a delicious lunch. Choose an 
entrée of seared chicken, roast turkey/stuffing, or cavatelli 
pasta. All entrees include salad, dessert, coffee/tea. 
 
 
Feb. 27- Wednesday: “Time to Create” Mason Crafts- 
Orland Park. Reservations taken at the Dec. 4 meeting. 
Feb.11-14 (Valentine Week): Fundraiser at Rock Bottom 
Restaurant and Brewery—Orland Park 

 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING FOR THAT PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT? 
The 2019 Golden Opportunities Coupon Books are available 
for purchase at monthly meetings and in the parish office.  
Cost is still only $20. Start your Christmas shopping early! 

SENIORS OF SETON 

 

             SOS MEETING 
       TUESDAY, DEC. 4, 10AM  

McBrady Center doors open: 9:30am 
     After the meeting, we will kick off  
the holiday season with musical  

entertainment provided by Heavenly Harps. Enjoy musical 
selections performed on harps, violins, and flutes. Wear 
your holiday attire and bring your holiday spirit! 
     We will enjoy a holiday sweets table prior to the enter-
tainment. Members are asked to bring a dessert to share. 
It can be home-made or store bought , an old favorite or a 
new recipe. Please, no appetizers that require warming.  

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
BEING CHRIST-ENED 

In Baptism we were named for Christ. This means 
that every day we are called upon to look around us 
for the presence of Christ in the world, and to live so 
that others see Christ present to us. 
      
  FIRST READING 
Take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the 
splendor of glory from God (Baruch 5:1-9). Jerusalem has been dressed in clothes used during peri-ods of mourning. Now she would be clothed in splendor. She would wear the cloak of justice and she would put a mitre on her head (most probably referring to the mitre of Aaron, the high priest, meaning that she would be a holy, priestly city). This reading speaks of the extrava-gant preparations that God makes for the restoration of his people. Even now he is making those same prepara-tions so that we can turn our hearts to him in Advent.  
  SECOND READING 
I am confident that the one who began a good work in you 
will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11). This was written by St. Paul shortly after he faced a pe-riod of persecution that taught him what was truly im-portant and what was not. Paul prays that the members of this community might find those same insights: that they might discover what is pure and blameless. This is a goal of the Advent season. We seek the truth with all our strength. We purify our hearts so that we can be found blameless at the coming of the Lord (at the end of time and on Christmas Day). 

  GOSPEL 
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6). John the Baptist calls upon his own people to prepare the way for the Lord. John preached that the fulfillment of God’s promises was at hand. This meant that the  people had to turn away from their sins so that they might embrace the salvation that God was offering.  John the Baptist also speaks to us as well. We cannot hope to embrace the Babe of Bethlehem if we do not turn away from our sins. Luke’s version of this scene  is typical of his Gospel. He gives a list of the names of those who held political power during this period.  Luke did this to demonstrate to the authorities of  the Roman empire that Christians respected authority and were really good citizens (and they therefore  should not be persecuted for their faith).   
  REFLECTION John the Baptizer is in a specific historical place,  the region of the Jordan. John preaches at a specific  time, the 15th year of the reigns of Tiberius, Pontius, Herod, Philip, and Lysanias, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas. Luke is specific because God  sent the Lord, the Messiah, at a particular and specific time in human history. And the Messiah’s work was  specific. He would set things right; raising valleys,  lowering mountains, and making crooked or winding paths smooth so that the saving love of God could be  accessible to all. The One whose coming John  announced began to fulfill the promise voiced in  Baruch, gathering all God’s children back to Jerusalem, the city of peace. There will God’s all-inclusive mercy reconcile any who have gone astray. There will God  restore justice, that is, right relationship with God  and all Creation. That promise continues to be fulfilled  in our day. Baptism unites us with Christ Jesus.  We committed to doing our part to complete the  work of fulfillment begun by Jesus in his day and time. When we live clearly, his coming is made known and  we prepare the way of the Lord in our specific moment of history. We are not generics. Think of yourself as a brand name, for we have been branded with the  name Christian. Look within and find Christ there.  Look around and see where his reconciling love is needed. Make that love visible in your body. Then  all flesh can see the salvation of God, present here  and now and for years to come. 

December 9, 2018 

Scripture Reflections for 
SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

Monday 
Is 2:1-5 

Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10 

Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a 
Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday 
Is 26:1-6 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 
Is 29:17-24 
Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday 
Gn 3:9-15, 20 

Lk 1:26-38  

Sunday 
Bar 5:1-9 

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 
Lk 3:1-6  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [December 3-9] 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon 
Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 

HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

by Ross Beaudoin, Celebration Magazine 

A dvent has a special 
feeling for me. It was 
the first week of Advent 

almost 30 years ago that my 
brother suffered a massive 
cerebral hemorrhage. He was 
just short of his 51st birthday. 
My brother lingered on life 
support for 30 days ... then 
joined our mother and 
countless others in the eternal 
reign of God. 
     That Advent of 1990 
brought our family a long and 
sometimes excruciating ordeal. 
What was to come for my 
brother? Recovery? Prolonged 
disability? Death? How would 
his wife, his children, the rest 
of us face these prospects? 
     We were not prepared for 
what was unfolding. We were 
engulfed in medical problems, 
financial challenges, constant 
decisions, mixed-up feelings 
and an overcast of uncertainty. 
The season of Advent that year was a season of 
waiting with no evident answers, struggling with 
unrelenting difficulties and hoping for a resolution when 
we did not know what that really might be. 
 

A dvent — if we pay attention — can be 
complex and has been like that for much of 
human history. It is easy for us to see Advent 

as a wreath with purple candles, familiar hymns of 
anticipation and, of course, shopping and preparations 
for Christmas. But Advent is a whole “season” of life, 
more than just these four weeks. 
     In the first reading, we find hopeful and exuberant 
words from the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah was 
prophesying about the advent of peace and stability for 
the Jewish people. They had been struggling in exile 
after the destruction of Jerusalem generations before. 
The people had become despondent of ever returning 
and having a temple again. 
     God calls Jeremiah to proclaim a message of hope. 
Theirs was a very long season of advent. Yet with 
mercy and hope proclaimed, they could endure until 
the eventual restoration of Jerusalem and the coming 
of the messiah. 
     In Luke’s Gospel, we find Jesus instructing the 
disciples to prepare themselves and those who come 

after for a further long season 
of advent. That time will 
precede the return of Christ. 
As humankind heads toward 
the end of the ages, there will 
be catastrophic signs in the 
heavens and the seas. Nations 
will be in turmoil. Jesus says, 
“People will die of fright in 
anticipation of what is coming 
upon the world. For the powers 
of heaven will be shaken.” 
 

A re we not living in that 
very season this 
Advent? What signs do 

we see in the heavens, on the 
earth and in the seas? What 
signs do we see in nations? Or 
what signs do we see in 
relations among peoples in the 
neighborhoods where we live 
as well as around the globe? 
 

Jesus offers us hope. 
 

“When these signs begin to happen, stand erect  
and raise your heads because your redemption is at 
hand.” 
 

F inally, we consider the season of Advent in 
our own lives. Paul says it so well: “May the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for 

one another and for all, just as we have for you. [May 
that love] strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus.” 
 

Challenges, conflicts, decisions,  
uncertainties —these things  
and many others will be part  

of our season during this Advent.  
 
Giving every person selfless love may seem out of the 
realm of possibility at times. But with the hope offered 
by Jeremiah and with the redemption brought by Jesus 
Christ, we can live in the strength of God in our own 
season of Advent, however long that may be. Jesus’ 
words to us are, “Be vigilant at all times and pray that 
you have the strength to escape the tribulations that 
are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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Lord, you teach the humble and lead them 
in your steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Make my heart humble and obedient, 

hopeful and fearful,  
so that I accept you in all your appearances,  

especially in the way that  
you come to me this Advent. 

Amen. 
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12/8 & 12/9 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Herman 
 S. Klean 
 R. Lamparski 
 M. Pineda 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox 
 M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 
 A. Lloyd 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 K. Arduino 
A. Arduino 
 I. Cox 
 C. Conrad 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 
 B. Wojewnik 
 N. Wojtasik 

LECTORS  M. Taska 
 M. Ward 

 P. Rodgers   T. Shafer 
 G. Shafer 

 P. DeWilkins 
 M. Quinn 

 P. Hambrick 
 C. Steckhan 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 E. Ryan 
 T. Quinlan 
 H. Ryan 

 J. Durkin 
 O. Durkin 
 C. Durkin 

 M. Reiter 
 C. Jaeger 
 L. Reiter 

 K. Soltys 
 S. Fratto 
 C. Soltys 

 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 
 C. Stroz 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 G. Roy 
 T. Lundgren 
 C. Lundgren 
 J. Connelly 
 T. Hanlon 
 F. Ward 
 M. Gabrione 
 B. Raymond 
 A. Sharp 
 L. Jeffrey 
 AJ Kunde 
 D. Pott 

 T. Federico 
 J. Federico 
 N. Sasso 
 F. Mankowski 
 J. Janiak 
 A. Bramasco 
 W. Dendler 
 M. O’Connor  

 V. Patrizi 
 T. Krull 
 J. Juds 
 R. Hicks 
 P. Bergamini 
 C. Kirk 
 C. Hayward 
 T. Cohoon 
 D. Gurka 
 J. Austin 
 L. Austin 
 M. Galka 
  

 J. Krusenoski 
 J. Kelly 
 K. Kelly 
 I. Juska 
 S. Juska 
 C. Davis 
 K. Engraffia 
 K. Petrey 
 D. Benker 
 D. Pacholski 
 L. Gent 
 E. Federico 
 M. Schmidt 

 T. Wolski 
 J. Bilas 
 S. Villegas 
 K. James 
 K. Buchanan 
 R. Dollah 
 K. Hall 
 J. Holmquist 
 C. Holmquist 
 M. O’Connor 
  

SACRISTANS  T. Hanlon 
 L. Jeffrey 

 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 

 C. Kirk 
  

 H. Davis 
 C. Davis 

 R. Dollah 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Administration 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 
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