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CORCORAN’S CORNER
Meeting Mr. Wilson…
During the last week, how was your visit with “Mr.
Wilson”? In the 2000 movie, “Castaway” Tom Hanks
stars as the sole survivor of an air crash on a remote
deserted island. One subplot of the film is that as he
becomes overwhelmed by loneliness on the island he
draws a face on a “Wilson” volleyball [whom he names
Wilson]. During his years on the uninhabited island,
he relates and argues with Wilson, as if it were a real
person. This subplot of the film draws out each of our
human inner need to relate to others.
As a parish this Advent, I have invited all of us to
commit ourselves to reach out in relationship to others.
All of us know people who like Tom Hanks in the movie,
live in isolation: the peer sitting alone in the school cafeteria, the co-worker in the next office cubicle, the
neighbor living down the hall or across the street, who
seem to live very solitary lives. Christmas is when
God broke into our solitary lives in the person of Jesus.
Christmas celebrates the joy of relationship in life. It
makes connections between strangers.
This Advent season let’s work at “Meeting the Mr.
Wilsons” in our lives. During Advent we will have a
volleyball placed around our altar as a focal reminder
for us to be relationship-minded during Advent.
So where did we meet our own “Mr. Wilsons” this
past week? Happily I “caught” a number of them last
weekend “doing something good” as they dropped off
toys for Respond Now, and gifts for parishioners of our
sharing parish, St. Procopius. I “caught people” as they
reached out to others in need, mirroring God’s generosity to them in their own lives. How did you “catch/
encounter others doing good”?
Bambinelli Sunday…
This weekend, December 16 and 17, on the Third
Weekend of Advent, we will celebrate the Italian custom
of “Bambinelli Sunday” at all Masses. We invite all parish families to bring the Jesus figure from their home
nativity sets to be blessed in church. This blessing
unites your home shrine to the nativity in our parish
Christmas crib shrine in the church.
Donuts with Santa…
Our Men’s Club is hosting “Donuts with Santa”
in O’Mara Hall after all the Masses this Sunday,
Dec. 17. This is always a fun morning for our parish
children. Thanks to the Men’s Club for hosting this
event.
The Living Nativity…
Our parish students will participate in “The Living
Nativity” after all the Masses on Sunday, December 17.
The Living Nativity will be held in O’Mara Hall.

Parish Advent Reconciliation…
We will celebrate our Advent Parish Reconciliation
Service at 7:00 PM, this Sunday evening, Dec. 17.
Our Christmas Concert and Gala…
Thanks to all who worked so hard making a joyful
noise to the Lord last Sunday during our Christmas Concert and Gala. Our Adult and Teen choirs, and the Seton
Symphony performed a beautiful program around the
theme of “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” It is one
of the highlights of our parish year, and a great way to
get into the Christmas spirit. Thanks to all.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent…
The Fourth and last Sunday of the Advent Season,
NEXT WEEKEND, begins with a Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM,
on Saturday, Dec. 23, and ends less than 24 hours later
on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 (with the Christmas Vigil
Mass at 4:00 PM). The Fourth Sunday of Advent is less
than 24 hours! Due to the way that the calendar falls this
year, the parish will NOT have a 11:30 AM Sunday
Mass on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 24,
Christmas Eve. This will allow us to decorate the
church fully for our Christmas celebrations when our
doors open at 3:00 PM, for our first 4:00 PM Christmas
Eve Mass. I know that this will inconvenience some parishioners, but a few weeks ago at both the 10:00 and
11:30 AM Masses, I polled the congregation, and only a
very small handful of people objected to us cancelling
the 11:30 AM Mass. My own personal inclination was
NOT to cancel this Mass, but at the request of the parish
staff, I personally took this poll and was stunned when
people understood the need to cancel this Mass time on
December 24. I was personally against cancelling the
Mass as I think it can give a double message about the
importance of celebrating the last Sunday of Advent. But
the practical advice of others has prevailed. Please adjust your schedules accordingly. Thanks.
And The Answer Is: Yes!...
I had three separate questions last week about
whether we were going to have a “St. Patrick’s Day
Party” in March 2018? While we will NOT have a
St. Patrick’s Day Party, we WIILL have a St. PatrickSt. Joseph Day Party on Saturday March 17, 2018!
So...Save The Date! More information will follow,
but we usually sell out this party by February 14!
Forewarned is forearmed!
Keep Smiling!
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Come, Let Us Adore Him!
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday, Dec. 23
5:00 pm

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, Dec. 30
5:00 pm

Sunday, Dec. 24
7:15, 8:30, 10:00 am
NO 11:30 AM MASS

Sunday, Dec. 31
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am

CHRISTMAS EVE
Sunday, Dec. 24
4:00 pm (Children's Mass)
6:00 pm
10:00 pm (Carols begin at 9:30 pm)

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Sunday, Dec. 31
NO 5:00 PM MASS
NEW YEAR'S DAY
Monday, Jan. 1
10:00 AM MASS ONLY

CHRISTMAS DAY
Monday, Dec. 25
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve/
Christmas/New Year’s Mass Schedule
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WELCOME
Veronica Schramm
Noelle Wojtasik

ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Carmen and Luis Villegas who are celebrating
their 50th Anniversary on Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Parish Celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation

TONIGHT!

Sunday, Dec. 17
7:00 pm in the church
The St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club
are Selling Oplatki Christmas Wafers
in the Narthex after Masses, Dec. 16/17
Celebrate
Christmas
With Oplatki
Oplatki will be
available in the
Narthex after
Masses this weekend, Oplatki, Holy
Bread, a centuries
old custom, is a
Christmas wafer that is reminiscent of the
word Bethlehem, which means “House of
Bread.” The breaking of bread with family in
your home is a sign of charity, unity, and
friendship. With prayer for God’s grace and
for the welfare of the present/absent members of the family, the broken wafer pieces
are distributed to each one at the table.

A FREE WILL DONATION
WILL BE APPRECIATED
STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 12-10-17:
$24,582.18
Thank you for your generosity.

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Vincent Pardo
John Carra
Dennis Jeffrey
And for our deceased:
Ross Engraffia
Anthony Riales
Fabian Saldana
Glenn Novotny
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 16 (5pm) Mike Pikula; June Tunelius
Sun., Dec. 17
(7:15am) For All Parishioners; Jean Lis
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; Thomas Manning
(10am) Bob and Suzanne LaCosse (Living);
Elizabeth Konieczny
(11:30am) Mike Pikula; Joseph A. Bartosz
Mon., Dec. 18 (9am) Rolland Sprague; Willard and Estelle Bush
Tues., Dec. 19 (9am) Gregory Fusco Family; Mary Kunkel
Wed., Dec. 20 (9am) Helen Gula; James Tunney
Thurs., Dec. 21 (9am) Frank Stasic; Pacito Jabor Guerra
Fri., Dec. 22 (9am) Jack Martin; Helen Gula
Sat., Dec. 23 (5pm) Tony Demma; Mary and Ken Vojcak
Sun., Dec. 24 (7:15am) Lorraine McClure
(8:30am) James Buckler; Therese Buckler
(10am) Geraldine Gerlock; Demma Family and Joseph Littleton
Sun., Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
(4pm) NO INTENTIONS
(6pm) NO INTENTIONS
(10pm) NO INTENTIONS
Mon., Dec. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
(7:15am) NO INTENTIONS
(8:30am) NO INTENTIONS
(10am) NO INTENTIONS
(11:30am) NO INTENTIONS
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The Mystical Body
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser
carrying enzymes. What’s deepest inside of life is not visible to the naked
eye. Thus, for example, Therese of
Lisieux, with her highly-tuned mystical
sense, understood her hidden life in
a monastery as a part of the immunesystem inside the body of Christ.
Without ever leaving the small town of
Lisieux she touched the lives of millions
of people. That shouldn’t be surprising,
given that the invisible interconnections
inside of a body.
t is this background too that can
his is wisdom from William
help give us a sense of the mystical
James: The deep, important
union we have with each other inthings that most affect us are
side “the communion of saints.” What
usually not big and showy, but tiny,
precisely is this?
perhaps even imperceptible.
It’s the belief that there exists
We see the truth of this just by lookamong us, among all of us who have
ing at the human body. How little of it
been baptized, at a level too deep for
we see from the outside. Inside a hu“I am the voice
words, a union that is as real, intimate,
man body are countless hidden, silent
and physical as is a sexual union.
of one crying out in the desert,
processes, all going on at once. Cells
Wild as this sounds, it is clearly taught
‘make straight the way of the
are growing and dividing, enzymes are
in Scripture (1 Corinthians, for
fighting viruses, nerves are carrying
Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”
example, is most explicit) and lies at
messages to and fro, cancerous cells
the root of the Christian understanding
are being attacked by the immune sysof the Eucharist. For the early
tem, even while the hair are greying, the body is digesting
Christians, celebrating Eucharist together was an act of
food, and is imperceptibly aging. Whether we are healthy
intimacy akin to sexual union. That was one of the
or sick at a given moment depends largely on countless,
reasons they surrounded the Eucharist with the kind
silent, hidden processes.
reverence and discretion that judicious lovers employ.
Moreover, inside all this, there is an even moreFor example, they practiced a certain discipline they
complex web of hidden connections between these
called the “discipline arcani.” This was a custom within
various processes. Everything is interconnected, no part
which they didn’t allow anyone who wasn’t fully initiated
does anything that doesn’t affect everything else.
to be present at the Eucharist, much like healthy lovers
This is true too of any social body. Every community
who fear exhibitionism.
or society has a certain visible life that can be seen and
Beyond this radical intimacy, the union among ourwhose overt interconnections, to an extent, can be
selves in the “communion of saints” is also a presence to
grasped, charted, and written up into textbooks. But,
each other beyond distance. Inside the body of Christ, we
just as with the human body, most of the deep things in
are present to each other and carry each other across the
a community are under the surface, invisible, silent,
miles. Everything we do, good or bad, affects all the othavailable only through another kind of instrument, the
ers. For this reason the church teaches that there is no
intuitive gaze of the mystic, novelist, poet, or artist.
such thing as a private act — of sin, virtue, or anything
And all of this is even more true of the body of Christ,
else. Nothing is private inside a body, everything affects
the community of the baptized, the sincere. Most of the
everything. Moreover our union with each other links us,
important processes there are also invisible.
even beyond death. Inside the “communion of saints,” we
Like any other body, partly this body is visible —
believe that our loved ones who have died are alive, still
physical, historical, something that can be observed from
with us, and able to communicate with us and we with
the outside. Historical Christianity, the churches, in their
them.
concrete history, are the visible body of Christ — people,
o believe this is to be both consoled and
institutions, buildings, virtue and sin enfleshed in history.
challenged. Consoled, in knowing that we carry
But the body of Christ is more than meets the physical
each other in love and union, across all distance,
eye, a billion times more. As in every body, countless,
even through death. But challenged too in knowing that
silent, invisible processes are going on beneath. Inside
everything we do, be it ever so private, is either a bad
the body of Christ, as in all bodies, there are deadly
virus or a healthy enzyme affecting the overall health of
viruses, an immune system, cancer-cells, and healththe body of Christ and the family of humanity.

“I am done with great things and
big plans, great institutions and
big success. I am for those tiny,
invisible loving human forces that
work from individual to individual,
creeping through the crannies of
the world like so many rootlets, or
like the capillary oozing of water,
which, if given time, will rend the
hardest monument of pride.”

I

T

T
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TODAY!

KIDS LIVE NATIVITY
Sunday, Dec. 17 in O’Mara Hall
“Fourth Day of Christmas” Concert
The Combined St. Christopher/St. Emeric Music Ministry’s
Annual Christmas Concert is Thursday, Dec. 28, at 7pm. Join
in this musical celebration “…On the Fourth Day of
Christmas” performed by the combined Adult choirs of St.
Christopher Parish and St. Emeric Parish, the St. Chris
Children’s Choir, Living Stones Choir accompanied by the St.
Christopher Chamber Orchestra, under the direction of Phil
and Amy Switalski. Refreshments will be served following the
concert, free-will offering appreciated. St. Christopher Church,
147th and Keeler, Midlothian. Visit their narthex area after the
concert and pick up St. Christopher Tours upcoming
2018/2019 trip information on various theatre outings, Phil
and Amy performances, Yellowstone/Tetons, Mackinac
Island, Cape Cod, and more. For information call 708-6873302.

Winter for Women and Children in Crisis
Cleaning closets before for the holidays? Bring your gently
used men’s, women’s and children’s coats, new and gently
used children’s winter clothing and toys to Neat Repeats
Resale. Donations accepted daily at either store: Worth,
7026 W. 111th St., 708-361-6860; or Orland Park: 9028
W. 159th St., 708-364-7605. Your donations make a
difference in the lives of women and children in your own
community. All sales at Neat Repeats benefit the clients
served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. The Crisis
Center for South Suburbia is a non-profit organization that
provides emergency shelter and services for individuals/
families victimized by domestic violence.

Christmas Flower
Memorial Gift
If you plan on using the
Christmas Flower envelope
found in your monthly packet of
envelopes, or if you already sent
in a flower memorial gift, fill out
the form below so we can publish the names of
your loved one(s) in the bulletin after Christmas.

Given in Memory of
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
__________________________________________

Given by
________________________
Please place in collection
basket. Thank you.
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The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer
is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY)
AT 8:30AM THROUGH DEC. 22
Advent Reconciliation Offered
at Local Parishes in December
In the spirit of cooperation and Renew My Church,
local parishes in our Archdiocesan Deanery joyfully
invite all to participate at any of their reconciliation
service times:
 Monday Dec.18
St. Cyril and Methodius, 5-6pm/7-8pm
608 Sobieski St., Lemont
 Monday, Dec. 18
St. Julie Billiart Church, 7pm
7399 159th St., Tinley Park
 Monday, Dec.18
St. Francis of Assisi Church, 7:30pm
15050 Wolf Rd., Orland Park
 Tuesday, Dec. 19
Our Lady of the Woods Church, 7pm
10731 W. 131st St., Orland Park
 Thursday Dec. 21 (Polish speaking only)
 Friday, Dec. 22 (Polish speaking only)
8-9:30am/6-9pm
Our Lady Mother of the Church Polish Mission
116 Hilton St., Willow Springs
 Saturday, Dec. 23
Incarnation Church, 2pm
5757 W. 127th St., Palos Heights

Lighting of the Candles
Advent Wreath
Thank you to all groups/families for
sharing your time this Advent Season:

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
McAuliffe/Lennon Family

12/16

5:00 PM

Balediata Family

12/17

7:15 AM

Woods Family

12/17

8:30 AM

Dennis Family

12/17 10:00 AM

Boy Scout Troop 380

12/17 11:30 AM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Durkin Family

12/23 5:00 PM
12/24

7:15 AM

Kemp Family

12/24 8:30 AM

Krusenoski Family

12/24 10:00 AM

There is no 11:30 AM on Sunday, Dec. 24
To volunteer contact Claudia Nolan at
cnolan@steseton.com or call 708-403-0101 x102.
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EACH PURCHASE SUPPORTS OUR LITURGICAL MINISTRY!
HELP US REACH OUR
FUNDRAISING GOAL!
CHRISTMAS CARD/
NOTE CARD FUNDRAISER
BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS
WITH OUR VERY OWN
SCULPTED FIGURINES FROM
OUR CHRISTMAS CRECHE

$15.00 each
(10 CARDS PER BOX)

ONLY 20
CHRISTMAS CARD
BOXES REMAIN!

May the Peace and Joy of Christ
be with you this Christmas
and throughout the New Year
Card
inscribed with
a beautiful
Christmas
message

BOXED NOTE CARDS
WITH OUR VERY OWN
BAPTISMAL FONT
AT OUR EASTER SEASON
Inside of
note card is
blank to include
your personal
message

$10.00 each
(10 CARDS PER BOX)

Christmas and Note Cards are available to view/purchase in the parish office.
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Don’t have a BLUE CHRISTMAS...
Come to our Women’s Club
December meeting and enjoy
a performance with...
RICK SAUCEDO
ELVIS
IMPERSONATOR
Tuesday, December 19
McBrady Center
Doors open at 6:30pm
ELVIS-THEMED APPETIZERS AND SPIRITS
TICKETS:
$5.00 for Women’s Club Members
$10.00 for Guests
Contact Laurie Coe at 708-308-4989 for tickets.

Your appetizers and desserts are always welcome!
St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club is hosting

JOSEPH and the
AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
Drury Lane Oak Brook Theatre
February 15, 2018

Tickets are $55 (includes lunch and play).
Transportation is on your own.
If you need to carpool, contact Laurie Coe, at 708-308-4989.
Final date to purchase a ticket is January 16, 2018.
Tickets are limited, so don’t miss out!
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The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
invites you to save your donated bicycles
until our April 21 collection in 2018!

RECYCLE YOUR
BICYCLE!

Saturday, APRIL 21
St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry

Working Bikes
Collection
Drop Off: Seton Church Parking Lot
9am-1pm
Countless bicycles are discarded or sit unused in
basements or garages in the United States every
year. But in a developing country, a bicycle can truly
change the life of an individual, their family and their
community. Bicycling is, of course, a form of
transportation. But bicycles are also used for towing
cargo, and even as a source of electricity through
the creation of pedal-powered machines! In areas
plagued by poverty, high levels of unemployment and
lack of reliable, accessible transportation, a bicycle can
help provide access to jobs, education, and medical
attention.
Global Impact: Working Bikes ships thousands of
bicycles each year to partners in countries throughout
Latin America and Africa including, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Panama, Uganda and many others.
Local Impact: Working Bikes partners with homeless
transition, refugee resettlements and youth
empowerment programs here in Chicago to donate
bicycles and put them to good use on the streets of our
own community.
Working Bikes donates over 6,000 bicycles each
year to their international and local partners. So…
as you are doing your spring cleaning, please set
aside the bikes, bike parts, walkers and non-electric
wheelchairs that you would like to get rid of, save them
for our bike collection on Saturday, April 21.
For information about Working Bikes visit

WORKINGBIKES.ORG.
For questions, call Fr. John Zurek at 708-403-0101.

Newborns In Need
Monday, Dec. 18
The Seton Sowers Chapter of Newborns
in Need will meet Monday, Sept. 18, at
9:15am, downstairs in the
O’Mara Hall meeting room.
This will be the last opportunity
for you to donate any Christmas
items. We can use any knitted
crocheted, or sewn blankets,
caps, or other baby items that
will be donated to premature
or sick babies who need to
spend time in the hospital. If you cannot
make items, you can help by donating
yarn, fabric, baby toiletries, or supplies.
For more information call
Carol Dimer at
708-479-6994.

Brookdale Orland Park Seeks Volunteers
Brookdale Assisted Living and Memory Care, 16051 S.
LaGrange Rd., is looking for volunteers to assist in activities for the residents by saying the Rosary in the morning,
Bible study, one-on-one visits, assist residents with crafts,
Trivia, boost your brain games, card games, reminiscing,
and sing-a-longs. Call Sharon Puschkar at 708-403-2001.
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Scripture Reflections for
FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

 GOSPEL

LIVING
the
WORD
Sunday,
December 24, 2017
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
BUILDING HOUSES
Though David wanted to build a dwelling place
for God to dwell in, God promised David something
greater: a “house” that would last forever. In Christ,
we find that promise fulfilled.
 FIRST READING

I will fix a place for my people. I will plant them so that
they may dwell in their place without further disturbance
(2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16).
David approached Nathan (a court prophet, counselor)
about building a temple for the LORD. When David conquered Jerusalem, he brought the Ark of the Covenant
into that city, but he had not yet built a temple for it.
David had established an empire that extended from
river to river (Nile to Euphrates) and he was ready to
honor the LORD by building him a temple. The Lord refuses this idea because David appears over arrogant. He
tells him that he will create a house for David (a dynasty)
if he and his sons are faithful to the ways of the Lord, and
they would reign in Israel forever. God will remain close
and loving to David and his descendants, as a father loves
a son. This promise is only realized in the birth of Jesus,
the son of David.
 SECOND READING
To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be glory
forever and ever (Romans 16:25-27).
This reading is actually a hymn of praise and celebrates
the goodness of the Lord who is faithful to his promises.
God revealed his promises long ago through the law and
prophets. Now he fulfilled them through the birth of Jesus. This miracle of grace was proclaimed not only to the
people of Israel but also to all of the nations on the earth.

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to
me according to your word (Luke 1:26-38).
This is the account of the Annunciation through which
Jesus became incarnate in our world. The angel Gabriel
appears to Mary. He greets her, calling her one who is full
of grace. Gabriel asks Mary to be the mother of the Son of
God. Because Mary was immaculate from the moment of
her conception, she is able to respond to God’s invitation
with great generosity. She does not seek her own advancement, but rather places herself at the disposition of
God, saying that she is God’s handmaid. She answers
God’s call even though she does not yet fully understand
what it all means. The child is to be called Jesus (Yahweh
saves). He will be the fulfillment of Nathan’s promise to
David, for he will be a king with an eternal reign. All of
this happens, even though Mary is a virgin. This is impossible to worldly logic, but nothing is impossible for God.
God, who gave Elizabeth a child even though she was advanced in years, could certainly give a child to Mary.
 REFLECTION
Promises made are empty words unless there is evidence
that they are kept. When we say: “I’ll call you,” do we?
When we say, “I’ll visit you,” do we? It’s only after the call
is made or the visit takes place that it is clear our words
had meaning. The same is true for marriage or religious
vows, priestly promises, and the other commitments we
make. When we see that vows and promises are kept and
commitments are lived, we know that the words were
true and not empty. David wants to build a house for the
Lord, but God has other plans. God will establish a house,
a lineage that will last longer than any house that David
could build. God will be a father to David. David will be a
son to God. When Gabriel visits Mary, the angel announces the fulfillment of that promise: “You will conceive in your womb and bear a son… the Lord God will
give him the throne of David his father… and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:31a, 32b, 33b). The
letter to the Romans affirms this: The mystery that was
kept secret, God’s promise to David, is made manifest
through Jesus Christ. Advent reminds us of God’s promise
to share this everlasting reign with us. All we need to do
is reflect on Mary’s “yes” and say with her, “May it be
done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38)—then
fulfill those words by how we give birth to Jesus each
and every day. Our tongues are powerful. They can
speak truth or empty promises. Will our actions make
clear that we are the servants of the Lord, who live in
ways that continue to fulfill God’s promises by how we
live our faith in Jesus every day?

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, Dec. 18
Jer 23:5-8
Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday, Dec. 19
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a
Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday, Dec. 20
Is 7:10-14
Lk 1:26-38

Thursday, Dec. 21
Sg 2:8-14
Lk 1:39-45

Friday, Dec. 22
1 Sm 1:24-28
Lk 1:46-56
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Why Does the Deacon look like a Priest?
While standing in the Narthex of the church after Mass,
several people have approached me asking why I am
vested like a priest. I would like to shed some light
regarding the vestments of a deacon.
The vestment of the priest is called a chasuble. The
vestment that a deacon wears is called a dalmatic. It might
surprise you to know that the dalmatic and the chasuble
are two very distinct vestments. The dalmatic is a sleeved
vestment, about knee length, with slits up to the chest on
either side, and can only be worn by the deacon, or by a
bishop, underneath his chasuble. The sleeves of the dalmatic indicate the sleeves of the worker or servant which
the deacon is. The deacon represents Christ the servant.
You might also be surprised to know that the dalmatic
originated in Dalmatia, present day Croatia, the same
region in Europe that gave us the Dalmatian breed of
dogs. It first appeared in Rome around the second century
as an ornamental garment worn by the upper classes.
The Church later adopted the dalmatic as a liturgical
vestment for deacons and bishops.
The dalmatic is a distinguishing vestment of the
deacon. During the ordination ceremony of a deacon, it is
placed on the deacon by his wife and an assisting priest
or deacon. At my ordination, Father Corcoran assisted my
wife, Barb, with my ordination investiture. As the proper
outer vestment of the deacon the dalmatic may be worn
at every Eucharistic celebration and solemn procession.
Some deacons, by personal choice, may choose to wear
the dalmatic only during special liturgical seasons and
feasts. And for many deacons, their deacon vestment of
choice, is the alb and distinctive deacon stole.
When doing a funeral service, visiting the sick in the
hospital or those in prison, the deacon can wear his
clerics which consist of the white collar and black shirt.
However, the shirt must display the insignia for the
deacon and/or his deacon collar pins, to indicate that he
is a deacon, not a priest. — Deacon Dennis Cristofaro

SAVE

D A T E!

INTERACTIVE
OPEN HOUSE
FOR NEW FAMILIES/NEW STUDENTS
COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL!
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade

Sunday, January 28, 2018
1:00pm -- 3:00pm
3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day)
Presentation at 1:15pm
Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm
All Grade Levels –
Tours and Opportunities to Speak with Teachers
Visit and Shop the BOOK FAIR!

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487

We are a
Nationally-Recognized
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
since 2008
For more information, visit www.cjbschool.org
or email Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org
or call 708-403-6525, x 127

Do you recognize this box?
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box
You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community.

SVDP Christmas Collection
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.

May God continue to bless you.

THE
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Seniors of Seton

SAINT OF THE WEEK

ST. MARY DI ROSA
1813-1855
The pounding on the barricaded door of the
hospital sent every heart thudding in terror… .
IN WAR IN BRESCIA (ITALY) IN 1848, THE
WOUNDED, SICK, AND THOSE WHO CARED
FOR THEM KNEW WHAT THAT POUNDING
MEANT. The shouts from beyond the door

UPCOMING TRIPS
Bring your date book AND
checkbook to the meetings.
For reservations or questions contact
Anna Talley at 708-532-6731. Name/
phone must be on all reservations.
Reservations not accepted without
payment. Flyers available in parish office and at monthly
meetings.
A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA
FEB. 4—SUNDAY
Due to popularity of the event, reservation/payment
due ASAP. Contact Anna or drop off in parish office.
GREEK MUSEUM and GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY
After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the National
Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek Islands Restaurant for a fabulous family-style lunch of Greek specialty
dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus departs at 9:30am from west
lot for those with paid reservations.
FIRST BUS SOLD OUT! RESERVATIONS
BEING TAKEN FOR 2ND BUS/ CONTACT ANNA

2018 Golden Opportunities Books
Looking for the perfect present?
for your Christmas Gift list?
The 2018 Golden Opportunities Books make wonderful
gifts! Give the gift that gives all year! Each book can
save thousands of dollars at a variety of favorite
LOCAL merchants that include: dining pleasures, casual
dining,
entertainment, sports, retail, and
more! Many are two for one or
multiple use coupons.

Pick them up at the
Seniors of Seton
monthly meeting or
in the parish office.

Still only $20!

came from soldiers, wanting to destroy and plunder. Who
could do anything to stop them? The only people there were
some Sisters, the Handmaids of Charity, who devoted themselves to helping the sick. The doctors had not even wanted
them there. The doctors wanted medical people who were
secular and military, not nuns. And in the face of this new
danger they were even more useless! Worse than useless —
because that Paula (as she was known) di Rosa was actually
moving to open the door! When the door swung wide, the
soldiers saw their way blocked with a great crucifix held
by Paula di Rosa and two candles held by two of the six
sisters who stood by her. Suddenly their frenzy to destroy
disappeared, and full of shame before this display of courage
and faith, they slunk back into the shadows.
Throughout her life, Paula di Rosa was never afraid to open
the door on a new opportunity to serve God, especially when
she was unsure of what lay beyond, but she came armed not
only with her faith but boundless energy, intelligence, and
hunger to serve.
Born in 1813, she had tackled enormous projects from the
time she was 17, arranging retreats and special missions for
her parish and setting up a women's guild. Because of all she
accomplished, when she was only 24, she was asked to be supervisor of a workhouse for poor girls. After two years, she
became concerned because there was no place for the girls to
go at the end of the day as the night held special dangers for
these girls. For Paula the choice was easy — she quit the
workhouse to set up a boardinghouse for poor girls while
helping her brother with a school for the deaf.
At 27 she stood before another door. She was appointed superior of the Handmaids of Charity, a religious society whose
purpose was to dedicate all their time and attention to the
suffering in hospitals. With her friends Gabriela Bornati and
Monsignor Pinzoni, she won the respect of those who
thought of these "handmaids" as intruders.
In 1848, her whole life seemed to fall apart. First she lost
Gabriela and then Monsignor Pinzoni died, leaving her without the support and friendship she had come to depend on.
War started in Europe and her homeland was invaded. Facing
that kind of grief and turmoil, many others would have
crawled into bed and pulled the covers over their head. But
Paula had always seen opportunity in everything that came
her way. War meant that many would be wounded and displaced by the war so she and her sisters went to work at a
military hospital and even went out to the battlefield to give
spiritual and physical comfort to the wounded and dying.
She died in 1855, going through the final door, unafraid and
joyful to be joining her Lord forever.
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LITTLE CARDINALS BASKETBALL
For Seton parishioners and CJB School students
in First, Second and Third Grade
Little Cardinals is an opportunity for our littlest Cardinal Bernardin
students and Seton parish children to participate in CJB athletics all
while learning the sport of Basketball. The focus will be on teamwork,
how to dribble, pass, and shoot. This league will be perfect for the
first time player looking to get started in sports or a more experienced
player to improve their skills.

GAMES AND PRACTICES
This league will consist of one practice and one game per week and is open to boys and girls. All games and
practices will be held at the Seton Gym. Games and practices will begin in early March and end in early May.

CO-ED DIVISIONS
Kindergarten-First Grade will use a 27” junior size basketball and 8 foot goal height.
First and Second Grade will use a 27.5” intermediate size basketball and 8.5 foot goal height.

REGISTRATION
Is now open until January 18, 2018. Cost is $60 and checks should be made payable to CJB Athletics.
Fees and registration forms should be submitted to the CJB or Seton office. Prior to the season starting,
we will have a mandatory parent meeting that at least one parent or guardian must attend. Most likely this
meeting will be in early February.

Child’s Name: ______________________________________Grade:__________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ Phone:____________________________
Parent’s Names: ____________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________
T-Shirt Size: ___ Youth Small ___ Youth M ___ Youth L ___ Adult Small

COACHING

Interested in being a Head Coach?
Interested in being an Assistant Coach?
If yes, please complete the following:

Yes_______
Yes_______

No_______
No_______

Name: __________________________________________________________
Shirt Size: ________________
Further questions, please contact Bob Myjak (rmyjak@cjbschool.org)
or Danelle Bernas (dbernas@cjbschool.org)
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with
each other so that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere
desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm.
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com

Page Twenty Two

December 17, 2017

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

Mindful Rejoicing
By Angela Butel, Celebration Publications

O

Today’s readings speak of joy
n this Gaudete Sunday,
in discipleship, just as Thich Nhat
joy is a natural frame for
Hanh speaks of mindfulness in
understanding today’s
sitting, walking and eating. As
readings. These readings focus on
Isaiah acknowledges that he is
our call to create a world reflective
anointed to proclaim liberty to
of God’s plan.
captives, he also “rejoice[s] heartily
A quick Google search for the
in the Lord” (61:10).
word joy provides images of
people leaping into the air or with
Mindfully seeking joy in
their arms outstretched in victory.
These images reflect joy as a
each thing we do allows us
temporary rush of positive feelings.
to constantly tap into the
Today’s Scripture passages offer
Source of love and goodness.
another type of joy, one that
originates from within and keeps
Is this not one response
us connected to the love of the
to Paul’s admonishment to
One who calls us.
“pray without ceasing”? (1
These readings outline
Thessalonians 5:17).
exactly what that call involves:
Lord my soul rejoices.
We are anointed “to bring glad
esuit Fr. Gregory Boyle lives
You have looked upon
tidings to the poor, to heal the
a compelling example of the
your lowly servant.
brokenhearted, to proclaim
“Gospel joy which enlivens the
liberty to the captives and
community of disciples” (The Joy
You
have
baptized
me
release to the prisoners” (Isaiah
of the Gospel #21). In his book,
with the Spirit and have done
61:1-2a). These works of mercy
Tattoos on the Heart, Boyle shares
and justice are the mark of our
great things for me.
stories from his work in Los
discipleship. They are also quite
Angeles employing and mentoring
I thank you for sustaining me
challenging. Truly practicing
former gang members. His advice
solidarity with those who
in my Advent of waiting.
on practicing joy, as captured in an
experience injustice can wear at
NPR interview in 2009, speaks of
our optimism. We may separate
being present in each moment:
ourselves from the work of discipleship to seek a
“You know, you don’t really get Jesus saying
temporary rush of joy so that we feel refreshed enough
very often there’ll be pie in the sky when you die.
to continue.
He’s really talking about now and today. You’re

got
joy?

J

T

hich Nhat Hanh, a Zen Buddhist teacher,
offers wisdom about how to avoid this division
between discipleship and joy. He draws parallels
between the Holy Spirit and the Buddhist practice of
mindfulness: Both allow us to tap into the deeper
truths that always surround us.
To explain how Buddhists think about mindfulness,
he offers a parable in the well-known book, Living
Buddha, Living Christ:
“When the Buddha was asked, “Sir, what do
you and your monks practice?” he replied, “We sit,
we walk, and we eat.” The questioner continued,
“But sir, everyone sits, walks, and eats.” The
Buddha told him, “When we sit, we know we are
sitting. When we walk, we know we are walking.
When we eat, we know we are eating.”

supposed to delight in what’s right in front of you.
If you are paying attention, then the day is going to
be pretty joyful, and a lot of delight will fill it.”

F

inding joy in our work for peace and justice
may not come easily. At times, we may wonder
whether our “crying out in the desert” will ever
yield the world we seek.

As in spiritualities rooted in mindfulness,
seeking joy in each action is a practice,
and the more we practice it,
the easier it becomes.
As it does, we are continually grounded in joy,
which makes us more effective preparers
of the way of the Lord.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Hermann
S. Klean
W. Krol
R. Lamparski
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox/ M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd
A. McCoy

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

NO 11:30AM MASS

LECTORS

B. DeJonge
T. O’Connell

D. Houha

B. Hall
C. Bannon

R. Velcich

NO 11:30AM MASS

ALTAR
SERVERS

C. Soltys
D. Rediger
L. Becker

C. Durkin
J. Laxamana
E. Villalobos

M. Maciulewicz
B. Paradowski
A. Scumaci

M. Flanagan
D. Flanagan
C. Zufan

NO 11:30AM MASS

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

M. Paluch
J. Paluch
J. Connelly
K. Gagliardi
J. Murphy
M. Gabrione
T. Hanlon
T. Doyle
AJ Kunde
D. Pott
L. Jeffrey
M. Garcia

T. Federico
J. Federico
D. Flynn
L. Skrzypiec
D. Skrzypiec
K. Nanfeldt
J. Janiak
A. Bramasco

S. Hall
T. Krull
B. Kandel
J. Misiunas
T. Cohoon
D. Gurka
B. Kemp
C. Hayward
M. Dziallo
K. Kelly
J. Kelly
W. Dendler

E. O’Connor
D. Benker
K. O’Sullivan
J. Weger
R. Laud
M. Broderick
P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat
K. Petrey
M. Schmidt
B. Hansen
D. Pacholski
S. Rosinski

NO 11:30AM MASS

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

