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CORCORAN’S CORNER
The Third Sunday of Advent…
This weekend, Third Sunday of Advent and Bambinelli
Sunday, we celebrate the Roman custom of inviting parishioners to bring their home Nativity set figurine of the baby
Jesus to church to be blessed at our weekend Masses. We
do this to join your home shrine of Christmas, to our church
shrine of the Nativity. Of all our Christmas season décor,
the putting up of a nativity set is the setting up of a religious
shrine in our homes The depiction of a crèche scene is the
erecting of a religious image, one that draws our minds and
hearts to the mystery of God’s love revealed at Christmas.
It is a lovely custom.
Donuts With Santa/Kids Nativity This Sunday
On this Sunday only, we will have both the Kids
Living Nativity and Donuts with Santa [sponsored by our
Men’s Club] in O’Mara Hall. Please stop down for some
treats and a photo with Santa.
Rite of Acceptance…
This Sunday, at 10:00 AM Mass, we officially welcome
Carrie Otto and Ron Summers (our two RCIA candidates)
into the program as they prepare to receive the sacraments
on Holy Saturday in April 2019. Since mid-September they
have been attending classes on Thursday evenings learning more about the faith. Our Rite .of Christian Initiation
for Adults (RCIA) program is held in conjunction with
St. George and St. Stephen Parishes in Tinley Park.
The Stars Align: Our Christmas Concert/Gala…
Thanks to our Music Director, Linda McKeague, our
wonderful Adult and Teen choirs, Seton Symphony, Liturgical Dancers, and the Lectors who performed last Sunday,
Dec. 9, at our Annual Christmas Concert. The music was
wonderful, and it helps all of us to enter into the joyful waiting of Advent, and to have a taste of the Christmas spirit to
come. The Gala afterward in the McBrady Center was delightful. There were good goodies, refreshments and more!
Thanks to all who treat our community to this celebration.
Looking Ahead: Women’s Club...
Our Women’s Club will celebrate the season at their
next meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 7:00 PM, in the
McBrady Center. Tickets to this meeting and holiday
celebration with singer, Peter Oprisko, are $5/members,
$10/guests and are for sale in the Narthex this weekend. All
are welcome! More details in this bulletin.
Christmas and New Year’s Mass Times…
As you plan your holiday schedules: Christmas Eve,
Dec. 24 Masses are: 4:00 PM in the church and an overflow
Mass in the McBrady Center; 6:00 PM and 10:00 PM in the
church. A word to the wise… the 4:00 PM Mass in the
church on Christmas Eve is often full by 3:30 PM. We will
once again spend time between 3:30-4:00 PM in an old
fashioned sing-along of seasonal music.
Christmas Day Masses are at our normal “Sunday
morning” Mass times: 7:15, 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 AM.
The New Year’s Eve [Mary, Mother of God] Vigil Mass
Dec. 31, is at 4:00 PM [NOT 5:00 PM] and the Feast Day/
New Year’s Day Mass, Jan. 1, 2019, will be at 10:00 AM.

Thanks…
Thanks to all participating in our Respond Now Christmas Toy Drive, and all who selected names for Christmas
gifts for our sharing parish of St. Procopius. Our generosity
will make Christmas brighter for others.
Sick Bay Report…
Fr. Bill Gubbins underwent successful leg surgery last
Monday. The hospital kept him for a few days and was
released to come home to the rectory. He’ll have a lengthy
rehab process over the next few months. His spirits are
good. We will continue to keep you informed on his progress. Please keep him in your prayers.
Sharing Parish, St. Procopius…
Last Saturday, Dec. 8, a large group of our parishioners
traveled to the Chicago Pilsen area to attend one of the
novena celebrations leading up to the Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe at our sharing parish, St. Procopius. The
bi-lingual Mass was celebrated by Bishop Ron Hicks.
During the bi-lingual consecration, Fr. Adan Sandoval
the pastor of St. Procopius recited his part of the
consecration in English, and I recited my part of the
consecration in Spanish, to the amazement of St. Elizabeth
Seton parishioners. [My high school Spanish teachers
would have been proud!] The Mass gave wonderful praise
to God. It also celebrated the good relationship between
our two parishes. There was a great fiesta meal with a live
mariachi band following Mass in their school hall. It was
an evening of Advent joy!
Simbang Gabi…
The Filipino tradition of Simbang Gabi concludes on
Sunday, Dec. 23, at our parish with Mass celebrated by
our Vicar, Bishop Andrew Wypych, at 7:00 PM.
Following Mass there is a reception in the McBrady Center.
As this is the closing Mass of the nine-day novena, we
expect a very good turn out from the local and wider
Filipino community — but all of our parishioners are most
welcome. From my presence at these Masses in the past,
it is a wonderful celebration.
Welcome Fr. Jim Rhinehart…
When I was pastor at St. Linus in Oak Lawn, I had the
happy pleasure of working with Deacon Jim Rhinehart,
who was a widower, and a deacon in the parish for 27
years. During my years there, Jim discerned a call to serve
as a priest, and the Archdiocese of Louisville accepted him
to prepare to serve in their Archdiocese. Since his retirement, Fr. Jim spends time back in the Oak Lawn area visiting family. With Fr. Gubbins recent accident, I have
reached out to Fr. Jim to see if he could assist us. Happily
he has agreed to do so through Ash Wednesday in March,
when he may return to Kentucky. Please welcome him in
the days ahead.
Keep Smiling,
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The St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club
will offer Oplatki Christmas Wafers
in the Narthex after Masses Dec. 15/16
Celebrate
Christmas
with Oplatki
Oplatki will be
available in the
Narthex for those
wanting to participate in this centuries
old custom. Oplatki,
Holy Bread, is our
Christmas oblation
and the Christmas wafer is reminiscent of the
word Bethlehem, which means “House of
Bread.” The breaking of bread with family in
your home is a sign of charity, unity, and
friendship. With prayer for God’s grace and
for the welfare of the present/absent members
of the family, the broken wafer pieces are
distributed to each one at the table. A free will
donation will be appreciated.

Come All
Ye Faithful!
You
are
invited to
celebrate
an Advent Mass
with the Filipino Community on
Sunday, Dec. 23, at 7:00 pm!

ADVENT MASS in our Church
with RECEPTION
in the McBrady Center

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 12-9-18:
$25,453.77
KIDS’ COLLECTION:
$87.52
Thank you for your generosity.
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WELCOME
Daniel and Elizabeth Baskel
(Children: Kellan and Brennan Baskel)
Theodore and Sarah Stevens
(Child: Theodore Stevens)
Jennifer Vanwormer
(Children: Natalie and Tessa Vanwormer)

WEDDINGS
Pray for this couple as they prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony:
Kathleen T. Troy and Brad P. Lenart; 12-22-18

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Mary Morajda
Tom Berta
Richard Hallstein
Michael Fleming
Donald Roberts
Kevin Fonte
Carmen Roti
Richard Tropp
Baby Lucy McGrath
Robert Prost, Sr.
Rita Prost
And for our deceased:
Mike Kelly (brother of Jim Kelly)
Anne Mockus
Gary Steinke
Ronald Vezina
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 15 (5pm) Kate and Joseph Justic; Frank and Lucy Stasic
Sun., Dec. 16 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Skrzypiec Family
(8:30am) Salvadore Roti; Dr. Joseph Nolan
(10 am) Willard and Estelle Bush; Dorothy Nelson
(11:30am) Jeannette O’Sullivan; Paolo Valente
Mon., Dec. 17 (9am) John Norris; Patrick O’Sullivan
Tues., Dec. 18 (9am) Daniel Paska; George Chronis
Wednesday, 19 Dec. (9am) Gert Safka; Patrick O’Sullivan
Thurs., Dec. 20 (9am) John, Joan and Patricia Skowronek;
Jane McLaughlin
Fri., Dec. 21 (9am) Frank Stasic; Jelisava Samanic
Sat., Dec. 22 (5pm) Paolo Valente; June Tunelius
Sun., Dec. 23 (7:15am) Chester Sipowicz; Joan T. Beary
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; For All Parishioners
(10 am) Grace Beissel; Elizabeth Konieczny
(11:30am) Larry Kucharski; Anthony Pytko
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Our Struggle To Celebrate
by Rev. Ronald Rolheiser
It's hard to celebrate properly.
We want to, but we don't know how.

heightened awareness. The champagne-soaked athletes celebrating a
major victory and the mindless frenzy
of a Mardi Gras give us all the video
footage we need to understand this.
But excess isn't enjoyment, nor is
obliterated consciousness heightened
awareness. They are weak, unsatisfying substitutes.
The very purpose of celebration is
to heighten and intensify the meaning
of something (a birthday, a wedding,
a major achievement, a victory, a
graduation, the birth of a child, the
beginning or ending of a year). These
events demand to be shared, heightened, widened, trumpeted. We have a
congenital need to celebrate and this

M

ostly we celebrate badly
because our idea of celebration is to overdo things. We
try to celebrate by taking ordinary
things (eating, drinking, singing, telling
stories, playing) to excess. Celebration, for many of us, means overeating, over-drinking, loud socializing,
drunken singing, and staying at parties
into the wee hours of the morning, all
in the hope that somehow in all that
“Brothers and sisters:
excess we will achieve celebration
Rejoice in the Lord always.
(whatever that means). But, for all our
I
shall say it again: rejoice!”
frenzied effort, there is precious little
genuine enjoyment.
Occasionally we do succeed and
is very healthy.
genuinely celebrate. At those times we feel ourselves
What does it mean to celebrate something? To
more deeply joined to others, widened, made larger, made
celebrate an occasion is to heighten it, share it, savor it,
more aware, made more playful, and sense more deeply
enlarge it. We also celebrate in order to link ourselves
the love and joy that lie at the heart of life. But that rarely
more fully to others, to be playful, to intensify a feeling,
happens and it never happens when we are in frenzy. Too
to bring ourselves to ecstasy, and, more commonly,
often our celebrations are followed by a hangover (of one
just to rest and unwind. But because of our incapacity
kind or another).
to enjoy something simply we often try to create that
Why? The reasons for this are complex, deep, and
enjoyment through excess and seek the ecstasy of
mostly hidden from us. Perhaps the primary reason why
heightened self-awareness in the obliteration of our
we find it so difficult to genuinely celebrate is that we seem
consciousness.
to lack the capacity to simply enjoy things, to take life,
Small wonder we often trudge home with a hangover,
pleasure, love, and enjoyment as a gift from God, pure
emptier, more tired, more alone. A hangover is an infallible
and simple. It's not that we lack the capacity to do this, it's
sign that somewhere we missed a signpost.
more that this capacity in us is generally buried under a
We must continue to try.
mound of guilt. What this means is that often we cannot
enjoy legitimate pleasure because somehow, however
hrist came and declared a wedding, a feast, a
unconsciously, we sense what is articulated in the ancient
celebration, at the heart of life. He shocked peomyths, namely, that in enjoying pleasure we are somehow
ple as much by the way he enjoyed his life as by the
stealing something from God.
way he gave it up. In the end, he was rejected as much for
We tend to blame religion for this, but this neurosis is
his message of enjoyment as for his message of ascetiuniversal, as much outside of religious circles as inside of
cism. That is still true today. We tend to read the gospels
them. Somehow, in the name of the divine, most everyone
selectively so as to ignore Jesus' positive challenge to enfeels guilt in pleasure.
joy without guilt.
And because of this, we tend to alternate between reAnd in that lies our problem: Because we are never
bellious enjoyment (“pleasure we steal from God”) and
challenged religiously and in the name of Jesus, to enjoy,
joyless duty (a dutiful life, but without genuine pleasure
deeply and without guilt, the very human pleasures of our
and enjoyment). We never seem to be able to genuinely
lives, our healthy, God-given, need for pleasure and enjoycelebrate. I say genuinely because, paradoxically, our inment tends to go underground. We still seek pleasure and
capacity to enjoy is the very thing that pushes us into
enjoyment, but now we split them off from what is religious
pseudo-celebration, hedonism, and an unhealthy pursuit of
and holy and "steal them from God" rather than enjoy them
pleasure.
simply and religiously. That is one of the main reasons

C

T

Simply put, because we struggle to enjoy
ourselves simply we pursue enjoyment too
much and substitute excess for enjoyment.

his often leads to a dangerous confusion wherein
we substitute pleasure for enjoyment, excess for
ecstasy, and the obliteration of consciousness for

why we substitute excess for enjoyment and an obliterated
consciousness for heightened awareness.

God has given us permission to enjoy life
and its pleasures. That truth too needs to
be a central part of our religious teaching.
Pleasure is God's gift, not the forbidden fruit.
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CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASSES
CHRISTMAS EVE

Monday, December 24
4:00 pm (Church and McBrady Center)
6:00 pm
10:00 pm with Adult Choir
(Carols begin at 9:30 pm)
CHRISTMAS DAY

Tuesday, December 25
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am
NEW YEAR'S EVE

Monday, December 31
9:00am and 4:00 pm
NEW YEAR'S DAY

Tuesday, January 1
10:00 am

Individual Reconciliation
Saturday, December 22
3:45
3:45--4:45 pm

“Come, let us adore Him.”
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KIDS’ LIVE NATIVITY
THIS
SUNDAY!

DEC. 16
8:15am-1pm
O’Mara Hall
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish
Newborns In Need
Monday, Dec. 17
The Seton Sowers Chapter of Newborns
in Need will meet Monday, Dec. 17, at
9:15am, downstairs in the
O’Mara Hall meeting room.
This will be the last opportunity
for you to donate any Christmas
items. We welcome knitted,
crocheted, or sewn baby items
as well as baby toiletries or
cash donations. Donations can
be dropped off at the Monday
meeting or other arrangements can be made
by calling my phone number. If you have
any questions, please call Carol
Dimer at 708-479-6994.

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word?
Children are called forward during Mass and process together to the Religious Education link where
they will hear a children’s version of the Sunday readings and homily by an adult facilitator.
When:
For:

Every Sunday at 10 am
All children ages 5-10

Page Eight

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 16, 2018

The Symbols of Advent
The Advent Wreath and the Colors of Advent are probably the most popular symbols of
the season. The Advent Wreath is a circular garland of evergreen branches where four candles are
arranged. During Advent one candle on the wreath is lit each week representing the coming of the
Lord. The candles for the First, Second, and Fourth Week of Advent are blue or purple — these
are the primary liturgical colors for Advent and symbolize repentance. The pink or rose colored
candle that is lit on the Third Sunday of Advent represents joy — and reveals a shift in the season
away from repentance and toward celebration.

“O Antiphons”
This year, beautiful “O Antiphon” banners will be on display in our Narthex…
The O Antiphons refer to the seven verses that are recited (or chanted) preceding the Magnificat
during Vespers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They cover the special period of Advent preparation
known as the Octave before Christmas, December 17-23. These Antiphons form the basis of the
Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” put to music in 15th century France.

December
21

December
22

O Radiant
Dawn

O King
of All
Nations

O Rising
Sun
Splendor
of eternal
light,
Sun of
justice,
come,
Shine
on those
who dwell in
darkness
and the
shadow
of death

The only
joy of
every
human heart,
O Keystone
of the
mighty arch
of
humanity,
come
and save
the creature
you
fashioned
from the
dust.
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December
23

December
24

O
Emmanuel
King
and
Law Giver

O Wonderful
Exchange
Let us pray
with Mary
in the words of
an ancient
hymn by
St. Ephrem
the Syrian:

Desire
of the
nations,
Savior of
all people,
come and
set us free,
Lord
our God.

“I am your Mother
but I will give honor
to you. I have engendered you, but
you are older than I
am. I have carried
you in my womb,
but you sustain me
on my feet. You
have been born of
me like a little one,
but you are as
strong as a giant.
The height of the
heavens are filled
with your majesty,
and yet my womb
has not been too
small for you.”

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
Thank you to all who have offered to help us celebrate Advent tradition of carrying up our Advent
Candle To the sanctuary at the start of Mass. Following is the list of future candle bearers:

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
12/15
Frank and Maryola Ward

5:00 PM

Balediata Family
Woods Family

12/16
12/16

7:15 AM
8:30 AM

St. Elizabeth Seton Choir

12/16

10:00 AM

Gregg Family

12/16

11:30 AM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Durkin Family

12/22

5:00 PM

Vaci Family

12/23

7:15 AM

Driscoll Family

12/23

8:30 PM

Krusenoski Family

12/23

10:00 AM

Conrad Family

12/23

11:30 AM
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A brand new way to celebrate
Advent and Christmas…

STATIONS
of the
NATIVITY
Group Prayer: Mondays and Fridays of Advent
9:30am (after 9am Mass) in the Stations Chapel
Stations of the Nativity can be prayed alone.
Stations of the Nativity Booklets will be in
the Stations Chapel for individual prayer.
As in the Lenten Stations, 14 scenes from Jesus’ life are
used as opportunities for prayer. In the Stations of the
Nativity, the familiar scenes here are those surrounding
Christ’s birth. For each station, there is a New Testament
passage, beginning with an Opening Prayer and the Canticle of Zechariah. There is time for silent Prayer and Reflection, and then together we share a short prayer and the
Glory Be to the Father. The Silent Prayer and Reflection
and the ending prayer for each station, bring out the meaning of the scene for our own lives today.
While the readings are seasonal, how and when you
pray the Stations is up to you. Pray through the entire
booklet in one sitting. Pray a page a day for the two weeks
before Christmas. Pray the Stations daily from Christmas
Eve through the Epiphany.
Find a deeper meaning of Christmas with this lovely
new devotion, and you will create a brand new tradition for
your family, that will be treasured for years to come.
Simple enough to be understood by children, rich
enough to be inspiring to adults, the Stations of the Nativity
is a perfect way to focus on the mystery of the Incarnation.

Stille Nacht/Silent Night Concert
The combined Music Ministries of St. Christopher
Church and St. Emeric Church Christmas Concert
invite you to join them on Thursday, Dec. 27, at
7pm, at St. Christopher Church, 147th and Keeler,
Midlothian. The performance “Stille Nacht/Silent
Night” is under the direction of St. Christopher
Music Directors Phil and Amy Switalski, and offered
by the combined adult choirs of St. Christopher
and St. Emeric, the St. Christopher’s Children’s Choir,
the Living Stones Choir, and the St. Christopher
Chamber Orchestra, Refreshments will be served
following the concert. A free-will offering is appreciated.

Local Advent Reconciliation Services
Our Archdiocesan Deanery joyfully invites all to
share in these local parish Reconciliation services:
 Monday Dec. 17, 5-6pm/7-8pm
St. Cyril and Methodius Church
608 Sobieski St., Lemont
 Monday, Dec.17, 7:30pm
St. Francis of Assisi Church
15050 Wolf Rd., Orland Park
 Monday, Dec. 17, 7:30pm
Incarnation, 5757 W. 127th St., Palos Heights
 Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7pm
Our Lady of the Woods,
10731 W. 131st St., Orland Park
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St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has
sponsored a special collection of items for the homeless.
Many come without adequate clothing. We thank
all the parishioners for their heartfelt generosity.
Proceeds will be distributed to Prison, Homeless,
and Domestic Violence Ministries.
The collection will continue until
this Sunday, Dec. 16.
deodorant
hand sanitizer
toothpaste
toothbrushes
white socks
winter coats

hats
scarves
gloves (men’s large)
mittens
Men’s underwear
Women’s underwear

NO gift wrapping needed. Items
must be identifiable from outside.

Do you recognize this box?
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box
You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community.

SVDP Christmas Collection
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.

May God continue to bless you.
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The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer
is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30AM
BEGINNING DEC. 3 THROUGH DEC. 21

Christmas Flower
Memorial Gift
If you plan on using the
Christmas Flower envelope
found in your monthly packet
of envelopes, or if you already sent
in a flower memorial gift, fill out
the form below so we can publish
the names of your loved one(s) in the bulletin
after Christmas.

Given in Memory of
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
__________________________________________
____________________________________________
___

Given by
________________________
Please place in collection
basket. Thank you.
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Tickets on sale
in the Narthex
December 8/9
December 15/16

Women’s Club CHRISTMAS FUN...
Come to our Women’s Club December meeting and enjoy a performance with...

PETER OPRISKO
Tuesday, December 18
McBrady Center doors open at 6:15pm
TICKETS: $5.00 Members/$10 Guests (all are welcome!)
Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.
PETER OPRISKO

Premiere interpreter of treasured traditional adult
Pop, Jazz, and Tin Pan Alley standards
Chicago-based Peter Oprisko epitomizes excellence
in live musical entertainment. With accompaniment
ranging from solo piano to symphony orchestra,
Peter's versatile, seductive baritone, exciting presentation, engaging charisma, and amazing knowledge of
music history have catapulted him to the realm of one
the nation's most in-demand entertainers.
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Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018

8:00 pm to 8:00 am
 Christmas themed snacks!
Basketball, Volleyball, Dodgeball!
Bring a gift for a White Elephant!
 Movies, Music, and More!
 8th Grade and High School students
Please RSVP to Kyle Groves,
Youth Minister
by December 29th
kgroves@steseton.com
708-403-0101 x 105
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SENIORS OF SETON

SAINT OF THE WEEK
BL

BLESSED HONORATUS
KOZMINSKI
1829-1916

Seniors of Seton wish everyone a
blessed and joyous holiday season.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Payment is due at time of registration.
Reservation forms and info for all events available at
monthly meetings and parish office. For reservations or
questions, contact Anna at 708-532-6731.
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, THE MUSICAL,
at DRURY LANE with LUNCH
JAN. 23—WEDNESDAY $80pp
Few seats left! Act quickly and call ASAP!
Join us for a wonderful afternoon that will include a
performance of the enchanting musical that is sure to
delight all ages, along with a delicious lunch. Choose entrée of seared chicken, roast turkey/stuffing, or cavatelli
pasta. All entrees include salad, dessert, coffee/tea.
“TIME TO CREATE” MASON CRAFTS
ORLAND PARK
FEB. 27-WEDNESDAY—11:30AM-1:30PM
Space is limited. Unleash your inner artist and join us for
a 2-1/2 hour ceramic class with instruction. Materials provided. Choose your own creation on a platter or a mug.
$20/pp. Transportation on own.

SAVE THE DATE
FEB.11-14 (VALENTINE WEEK) FUNDRAISER
Rock Bottom Restaurant and Brewery—Orland Park

Makes a great Christmas
gift! Golden Opportunities
Books ARE HERE!
Only $20!

Golden Opportunities Books
are here. These books allow
you to save thousands of dollars at a variety of your favorite
LOCAL merchants that include:
dining, entertainment, sports,
retail, and more!

Available in the parish office and
at Seniors of Seton meetings!

Blessed Honoratus was born in 1829 and died in 1916.
A Capuchin Franciscan, he founded many religious congregations for lay people, and wrote volumes of sermons
and ascetical theology. A true son of the Church, showing
signs of humility, including accepting his removal from all
leadership roles in the communities he had founded.
WENCESLAUS KOZMINSKI WAS BORN IN BIALA
PODLASKA IN 1829. By the age of 11 he had lost his faith.
By the age of 16 his father had died. He studied architecture at the School of Fine Arts in Warsaw. Suspected of
participating in a rebellious conspiracy against the
Czarists in Poland, he was imprisoned from April 1846
until March of 1847. His life then took a turn for the
Better. In 1848 he received the Capuchin habit and the
name, Honoratus. Ordained in 1855, he dedicated his
energies to the ministry where he was involved, among
other things, with the Secular Franciscan Order.
A 1864 revolt against Czar Alexander III failed, which
led to the suppression of all religious orders in Poland.
The Capuchins were expelled from Warsaw and moved
to Zakroczym. There Honoratus founded 26 religious
congregations. These men and women took vows but
did not wear a religious habit and did not live in community. In many regards, they lived as members of today’s secular institutes do. Seventeen of these groups
still exist as religious congregations.
Father Honoratus’ writings include many volumes of
sermons, letters, and works on ascetical theology, works
on Marian devotion, historical and pastoral writings, as
well as many writings for the religious congregations
which he founded.
When various bishops sought to reorganize the
communities under their authority in 1906, Honoratus
defended them and their independence. In 1908, he
was relieved of his leadership role. Nevertheless he
encouraged the members of these communities to be
obedient to the Church.
Father Honoratus died on December 16, 1916, and was
beatified in 1988.
COMMENT
Father Honoratus realized that the religious communities that he founded were not truly his. When ordered
by Church officials to relinquish control, he instructed
the communities to be obedient to the Church. He
could have become bitter or combative, but instead
he accepted his fate with religious submission, and
realized that the gifts of the Religious were to be gifts
to the larger community. He learned to let go.
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Archdiocese of Chicago
Divorce Support Groups
The Archdiocese of Chicago provides divorce support
groups at various parishes. The purpose of these groups
is to provide pastoral care to Catholics and non-Catholics
who have been effected by divorce with hope to overcome the grieving process in a healthy way. The approach of pastoral care may vary by parish. To obtain
details or information, please contact Maryvel Torres at
from the Office of Lifelong Formation of the Archdiocese
of Chicago, 312-534-8353 or mtorres@archchicago.org.
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Four Shepherds Men’s Retreat:
Rest and Re-Creation;
Reconciliation and Resurrection:
Praying with Movies and Music
January 4-6, 2019
Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
420 W. County Line Rd., Barrington
For more information please visit:
www.JesuitRetreat.org
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Tinley Park Convention Center
18451 Convention Center Drive, Tinley Park
For more information, visit our website at
https://sites.google.com/a/cjbschool.org/2019-cjb-gala/

T.M. DOYLE TEAMING CO., INC
PALERMOS OF 63RD ST~FRANKFORT

(From left: Fr. William Corcoran Ph.D.
CJB Principal, Mary Iannucilli
Enrollment Director, Cindy Devlin
Past Asst. Principal, Bonnie Brown

CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL
FEELING BLUE
(and that’s a good thing!)
We were excited and proud that Fr. William Corcoran Ph.D., CJB
Principal, Mary Iannucilli, Enrollment Director, Cindy Devlin, and
Past Assistant Principal, Bonnie Brown attended the United
States Department of Education 2018 National Blue Ribbon Award
Ceremonies in Washington D.C. last week to receive CJB’s
second National Blue Ribbon School Award.
Back at school, CJB students and staff watched the live stream
feed as Cardinal Bernardin School received a plaque designating
CJB as an “Exemplary High Performing Blue Ribbon School.”
Now in its 36th year, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
bestows recognition on qualifying schools, affirming the hard work
of educators in creating academically challenging and engaging
environments, supported by the hard work of families, students,
and local communities.
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is proud to be your
parish school! This Blue Ribbon recognition belongs to all of us!
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Scripture Reflections for
FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

LIVING
the
WORD
December 23, 2018
NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS:
MAKING ROOM
“Let ev’ry heart prepare him room.” This is a message not only in these final days before Christmas, but
for every day.
 FIRST READING
From Bethlehem Ephrathah shall come forth for me one
who is to be ruler in Israel (Micah 5:1-4a).
This reading is a classic example of a prophet saying
more than he even realized. When Micah the Prophet
pronounced these words, he was referring to events
occurring in his own days. Micah thought of the dynasty
of ruling Jerusalem as so corrupt that it could not be
salvaged. He was hoping that God would raise up a new
king and a new dynasty that would have small town
values (which is the reason for predicting that it would
come from Bethlehem and not from Jerusalem). The
Holy Spirit took his words and gave them a new
meaning in the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Jesus is the
true Good Shepherd who would bring peace to the
whole world.
 SECOND READING
We have been consecrated through the offering of the
body of Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:5-10).
There are two ideas in this reading that give us an
indication of why it was chosen. First, it speaks of the
fact that Christ came into the world. The second theme
is that Christ came in the flesh. God did not send a messenger to communicate his good will toward us. Rather,
God took on our flesh and came to dwell among us. This
consecrates all that we are and all that we do, for it
means that we do not have to reject our humanity to be
God-like. Rather, we must be like Jesus who embraced

humanity and made it a full expression of God’s love.
 GOSPEL READING
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken by the
Lord would be fulfilled (Luke 1:39-45).
The Gospel recalls what happened to Mary between the
time that she agreed to be the mother of the Son of God
and the actual birth of Jesus. Mary proved her generosity by forgetting her own problems and traveling to the
home of her cousin Elizabeth, who was also with child,
so that she might help her. Even before a word is spoken, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb, John the Baptist, recognizes the presence of Jesus and leaps to greet him.
(The first person to recognize Jesus’ presence in the
world was an unborn child.) Elizabeth greets Mary with
great respect because the Holy Spirit had revealed the
truth to her that Mary was now the mother of her Lord.
The entire scene is filled with a sense of awe and joy.
 REFLECTION
A favorite Advent song tells us to “Proclaim the joyful
message that our God is coming to earth.” These words
by James Marchionda, OP, is expressed in the First and
Second Readings. However, John’s responses to the
questions posed in the Gospel challenge us more than
they leave us feeling joyful. Why? Because whatever our
life situation, we are to be and do more: share what we
have, take only what we require or need, speak truth,
live without extortion, and grow satisfied with what we
have. How countercultural in a world that more often
tries to impress by giving more than we can afford, or
putting on a show for others; a world in which what we
receive is more important than what we give, and what
we give often comes with a price — people needing to
work on Thanksgiving, or working double shifts, or using monies needed elsewhere to purchase gifts or provide entertainment. This may seem to dampen the joy of
the season, especially on “Gaudete Sunday”, or seem
judgmental about the natural desire to want “the best”
at this time of year. But what really is “the best?” Pope
Francis recently said that the temples of our hearts are
best safeguarded through service (Homily, 11/24/17).
Jesus makes clear that what is “best” can be found in our
hearts, where his Spirit dwells. There we can find freedom from anxiety, joy in gratitude, and the peace that
comes from sharing, inviting, speaking truth, and discerning what we really need. When we discover that
Emmanuel, God-with-us, dwells in our hearts. Christ
comes again, we rejoice, our lives continue to “Proclaim
the joyful message that our God is coming to earth.”

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [December 17-23]
Monday
Gn 49:2, 8-10
Mt 1:1-17

Tuesday
Jer 23:5-8
Mt 1:18-25

Wednesday
Jgs 13:2-7,
24-25a
Lk 1:5-25

Thursday
Is 7:10-14
Lk 1:26-38

Friday
Sg 2:8-14
Lk 1:39-45

Saturday
1 Sm 1:24-28
Lk 1:46-56

Sunday
Mi 5:1-4a
Heb 10:5-10
Lk 1:39-45
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program,
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive;
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team);
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.

Creation Care Team Ministry
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to promote positive environmental change through education, individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-3497493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort.
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call Sharon
Leone at 708-226-4836.

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates,
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact
Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave.,
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-4292507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

TAKE THE CHILD
By Melissa Musick Nussbaum, Celebration Magazine
We shelter and protect
those in our care.

T

his Advent I will be baking
gingerly. And I don’t mean
I will be baking with ginger, though I might. I mean I will
be taking care not to lift my right
arm too high or too far to the
side, any of the movements that
will further stress my already
torn rotator cuff tendon. I will
do my exercises and see my
physical therapist and take my
Advil and I will bake, careful
to stay in the safe zone of
arm movement. I will bake because there are grandchildren
expecting star- and candy
cane-shaped sugar cookies.
The same grandchildren who are waiting for Christmas
cookies are the reason my rotator cuff has come undone.
We were hiking in the mountains on July 4 when the rains
came. We could hear the thunder and see the lightning.
Grandpa and the older kids wanted to go on, up to the top
of Turtle Rock. But five-year old Leo wanted to go back to
the cabin. So did I. We started down the hill.
Leo was a boon companion. Soaked and shivering, he
chatted as though we were already sitting by the fire, hot
chocolate in hand. When I slipped and fell on the rain-slick
rocks, he asked kindly, “Ma-Maw, are you alright?”
“I will be,” I answered.
When it became clear to both of us that we were not
on the trail, Leo asked, “Ma-Maw, are we lost?”
“A little bit,” I answered.
The thunder rumbled closer. A streak of lightning split
the clouds. Leo said, “Ma-Maw, I’m a little bit scared.”
I said, “I’m a little bit scared, too, Leo. A little bit is
probably just the right amount of scared.”
My shoulder and hip hurt where I fell on the rocks, but I
was walking fast, so I knew everything was working. It
was the thunder and lightning that worried me. I began to
pray, silently and fervently. When we saw the path and
saw the familiar landmarks we had passed on the way in,
I said, “Oh, Leo, I’m so grateful. I was praying that Jesus
would show us the way to the cabin.”
“Where were you praying?” he asked. “In your head?”
Yes. Yes, in my head, in my heart, in my feet, in my
hands. I just wanted to get Leo down the hill and out of
the rain, away from the lightning. Concern for him quieted
the pain in my shoulder and kept me walking.

I

think often of Mary and Joseph’s journeys at this
time of year. I think of Mary, in the last weeks of her
pregnancy, riding on a donkey to Bethlehem. I think

of Joseph leading the animal, aware
of the pain etched on Mary’s face
by the rocky roads. I think of them
wandering through the streets of
Bethlehem, tired and hungry, asking
for a place to lie down and rest. They
are turned away, again and again.
Does anyone even offer a drink of
water, a piece of bread?
They have a home in Nazareth,
but Mary and Joseph must register
for the census in Bethlehem. Their
unborn child needs parents who
are not in trouble with the Roman
authorities.
When the couple finds shelter in a
barn, the baby is born. But they can’t
stay—even in that rude sanctuary.
They may be on (temporarily) good
terms with Rome, but the local ruler, Herod, is hunting for
their son to kill him.
So it’s back on the road, heading to Egypt and sanctuary. Like Joseph of old, this Joseph takes Mary and the
baby to a place where they are aliens, and strangers.
And, like Joseph of old, he hopes to find there that what
men meant for evil, God meant for good.

We speak of Mary and Joseph’s obedience to God.
But I’m thinking of their care for their son, their
obedience to the call of his needs. They protect
the baby Jesus, and they protect him at the cost
of their own comfort and safety and health.
How did Mary endure the journeys? Did Joseph find
work in Egypt? Where did they find food for the family?
I read about a French couple who died last summer in the
fierce heat of the New Mexico sand dunes. Their son
lived, doctors speculate, because they gave him most of
their small store of water. I recall a student whose mother
had carried her, in her arms, on her back, through the deserts of northern Mexico across the border into Texas. I
read about Syrians and Iraqis, walking, begging, hiding
their children, carrying them, smuggling them across borders to safety. They are hunted. Their children are hunted.
But they “rise, take the child” and flee into whatever is
their Egypt.

M

y story is of a tiny slip, a minor mishap, the
consequence of which is only discomfort and
inconvenience. Still, I don’t recall any pain from
that long walk down until Leo was safe and the rest of the
children back safe, too. Then I could pay attention to my
arm. We share so much with Mary and Joseph, including
the way all of us parents learn how love grows, by giving
love to the little ones in our care.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

R. Coe
S. Hermann
E. Herman
S. Klean
R. Lamparski
M. Pineda
J. Schuman
P. Staszewski

C. Chor
R. Dickover
G. Lukasiewicz
L. McGhee
S. McGhee
B. Tenuta

K. Fox
M. Fox
D. Gurka
M. Gurka
P. Gurka
M. Gurka
J. Klomes
J. Klomes
A. Lloyd

R. Chehy
P. Havlin
B. Krueger
S. Lorenz
N. Lorenz
J. Moran
D. Weber

K. Arduino
A. Arduino
I. Cox
C. Conrad
M. Gniady
K. Ivancich
S. Klean
M. McMahon
B. Wojewnik
N. Wojtasik

LECTORS

J. Bessette
T. Wojcik

D. Houha

K. Oliver
D. Roti

M. Eisenberg
G. Kozel

P. Hambrick
A. Kowal

SACRISTANS

T. Hanlon
L. Jeffrey

J. Federico
T. Federico

C. Kirk

C. Nolan

R. Dollah

ALTAR
SERVERS

P. Lynch
N. Papciak
E. Papciak

M. Reiter
L. Reiter
A. VanAlst

J. Durkin
J. Zufan
M. Boertlein

I. Floress
C. Buck
M. Gregg

R. Talusan
S. D’Andrea
S. D’Andrea

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat
M. Gabrione
T. Hanlon
J. Murphy
D. Pott
AJ Kunde
L. Jeffrey
R. Roy
B. Raymond
Dcn. D. Cristofaro
B. Cristofaro

D. Nykiel
J. Janiak
P. Rodgers
N. Sasso
F. Mankowski
A. Bramasco
T. Federico
J. Federico

J. Kelly
K. Kelly
M. Galka
S. Leone
G. Leone
W. Dendler
B. Kemp
J. Scellato
F. Scellato
J. Juds
C. Kirk
R. HIcks

S. Rosinski
D. Benker
P. Krueger
C. Hayward
J. Mysker
B. Hansen
J. Kocher
K. Kocher
M. Broderick
M. Schmidt
D. Pacholski
J. Eisenberg
E. Barin

D. Sigourney
M. O’Connor
M. Miller
K. Buchanan
K. James
S. Villegas
J. Bilas
T. Wolski
K. Hall
R. Dollah

St. Elizabeth Seton Church
Join us on FACEBOOK
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
St. Elizabeth Seton ChurchParish Office: 708-403-0101
Orland Hills
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT
WWW.STESETON.COM

Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Religious Education Staff
Diana Barracca, Administration
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis

Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff
Dan Kosty, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

