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Happy New Year!…  
      This weekend, the First Sunday of Advent, marks 
the beginning of our 2019-2020 new church year — 
Gthe new “Year of Grace.” As we begin this season of 
Advent we are mindful of the graces the Lord will send 
us this coming year, as well as what we need to do to 
ready ourselves to receive the Lord. 
     During this season we do so much to prepare for  
our family celebration of Christmas. We decorate our 
residences, we send out greetings to others, we buy 
presents for loved ones. We invest a lot of time,  
expense, and effort to make Christmas for loved  
ones.  
     At times we spend less time preparing for our  
Loved One, the Lord! What are we doing to boost our 
relationship with our Lord? Will we spend time with him 
[even if this means some “stolen” moments of prayer as 
we wait in some endless line this season]? Moreover, 
what are we allowing the Lord to do for us this Advent 
Season? Are we aware of his presence? Are we sensi-
tive to moments of awe and wonder? What gifts do we 
see the Lord sending us this Advent? 
     This openness to sensitivity and awareness may  
be one of our best ways to prepare: Listen, See, Wait. 
Happy New Year! Happy Advent! 
 
Advent Reconciliation Service… 
     This Sunday evening, Dec. 1, at 7:00 PM, in our  
parish church, we will celebrate the sacrament of  
Reconciliation. What better way to prepare for the 
Lord’s coming this Christmas, than to set ourselves 
“right” with the Lord. We will have seven confessors 
present to celebrate the sacrament. We normally  
are finished by 8:00 PM. Please begin the Advent  
Season, and the new “Year of Grace” by reconciling 
with the Lord. 
 
Thanksgiving Day Mass…  
     Thanks to all who made our Thanksgiving Day  
Mass a true celebration of praising God for all his  
goodness to us. It was a great start to the day. 
 
Looking Ahead… 
  Our Seniors of Seton will meet this Tuesday, Dec. 3, 
at 10:00 AM, in the McBrady Center. If memory serves 
me correctly, this is their ”goodies galore” morning 
meeting. Sweets for the sweet. All are welcome. 
  Our Men’s Club will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 11,  
at 7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. The club had a 
wonderful feast at their November meeting. Join them 
this month for their festivities. 
  Our Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 17,  
at 7:00 P.M. in the McBrady Center. Join them for  
their holiday revelry. 

Kids Fun Day Afternoon: Babysitting... 
     This Sunday, Dec. 1, in our parish gym, parishioner 
Bruce Hall and the local teens will offer a fun afternoon 
of activities for children, from 12:30-3:30 PM, providing 
an opportunity for parents to power shop in the local 
malls. Our parish has had a long history of doing this.  
 

Advent Spiritual Nourishment... 
  We will celebrate Morning Prayer before our  
9:00 AM daily Masses (beginning at 8:30 AM). 
  Our Advent Parish Reconciliation Service will be  
held on Sunday, Dec. 1, at 7:00 PM, in the church. 
  Our Annual Advent/Christmas Concert takes place 
on Sunday, Dec. 8, at 3:00 PM. This is always a won-
derful afternoon of music and story, followed by a Gala 
Reception in the McBrady Center. 
  On Sunday, Dec. 15, our Men’s Club have again in-
vited Santa to “Donuts with Santa” with our parish chil-
dren after all Sunday Masses in O’Mara Hall. 
 On Sunday, Dec. 15, we will have the “Living Nativity” 
presented by our students in O’Mara Hall. 
 

Thanks to our Parish Social Action Ministry... 
     Thanks to our parish Social Action Ministry for spon-
soring the wonderful Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade 
Holiday Fair last weekend in O’Mara Hall. We had a 
wonderful turn out, the offerings were both creative and 
unique, and local craftspeople were supported. It was a 
win/win/win situation.  
 

The “Non-Holy Day, Holy Day”... 
     A word to the wise, next Sunday, Dec. 8, is normally 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the patronal 
feast of our nation, and a Holy Day of Obligation. In re-
cent years, when holy days fall on a Saturday, or a 
Monday, while still Holy Days, they no longer hold an 
obligation for us to attend Mass on those Saturdays and 
Mondays. But since the Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception, is our nation’s patronal feast, remains a Holy 
Day of Obligation, obliging us to attend Mass even 
when it falls on a Saturday or Monday. However, this 
year the feast falls on a Sunday, the Second Sunday of 
Advent. As a result the feast is ‘“translated” [moved] to 
Monday, Dec. 9. Since the feast is moved, it loses it 
“obligatory” nature. So, next Monday, Dec. 9, we will 
celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, at 
9am Mass. As it is still our patronal feast, it is NOT a 
Holy Day where we are obliged to attend Mass. All this 
is a little bit of “inside baseball” rules, but now you know 
why this year—the Holy Day is not one of obligation. 
 

Keep Smiling, 
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RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE IN THE NARTHEX 
THIS WEEKEND, SATURDAY, NOV. 30/SUNDAY, DEC. 1 

AND SATURDAY, DEC. 7/SUNDAY, DEC. 8 
St. Elizabeth Seton Choir members will be in the Narthex offering an 
opportunity to view the wonderful raffle prizes and purchase tickets.  

 
 
 

BLUE TICKETS: $2 or 3/$5       RED TICKETS: $5 or 5/$20 
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pm-3:30pm 

Sunday, December 1 

 

Need to do some Christmas shopping? 
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Sat., Nov. 30 (5pm) June Tunelius; Joseph Brzegowy 
Sun., Dec. 1 
(7:15am) Abby and Taylor Ohl; Mary Lou McCurrie 
(8:30am) Charles Fasan; Edward Pawlak 
(10 am) Ryan Testa; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Eileen M. Vaughan-Biel; John K. Vaughan-Biel 
Mon., Dec. 2 (9 am) Jim Duffy; Dominick Roti 
Tues., Dec. 3 (9am) Mary Ritter; Ken Janiak 
Wed., Dec. 4 (9am) John, Joe and Patricia Skowronek; 
Edward Kudia 
Thurs., Dec. 5 (9 am) Dominick Roti; Richard Weaver 
Fri., Dec. 6 (9 am) Lucille Hart; Rafaela Orozco 
Sat., Dec. 7 (5pm) John Hunt; Ann M. Maroney  
Sun., Dec. 8 
(7:15am) Jose Blanco; David Petrowski 
(8:30am) Jozef Haber; Peggy O’Keeffe 
(10 am) Barbara Czarnecki; Norman Rosinski 
(11:30am) Marlene Nedza; For All Parishioners 

((Due to privacy issues we only honor prayer requests by you or  
a family member for two weeks. Please call the office to add a  
name or to have the name continued for two weeks.) 
 
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Harold Davis 
    Mary Michelon 
    Mary Pat Morajda 
    Hanna Butler 
    Kevin Fonte 
    Robert Dickman 
    Wally Bekta 
    Walter Mietus 
    Dale Whalen 
    Edward Lyons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And for our deceased: 
    Cesaer DeCastro 
    Terry McGuire 
    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Dennis and Kaylene Hasty 
(Child: Luke Hasty) 
Richard and Judy Cullin 
Adam and Jennifer Tudor 
(Children: Elayna and Gabriel Tudor) 

 
WELCOME 

COLLECTION FOR 11-17-2019: 
$25,542.87 

KIDS COLLECTION: 
$78.71 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

December 1, 2019 

The St. Elizabeth Seton  
Women’s Club will offer  
Oplatki Christmas Wafers 
in the Narthex after Masses on 
December 7/8 and December 14/15 

Celebrate 
Christmas  
with Oplatki 

 
 
 
 

     Oplatki will be 
available in the  
Narthex for those 
wanting to partici-
pate in this centuries 
old custom. Oplatki, 
Holy Bread, is our 

Christmas oblation and the Christmas wafer  
is reminiscent of the word Bethlehem, which 
means “House of Bread.” The breaking of 
bread with family in your home is a sign of 
charity, unity, and friendship. With prayer  
for God’s grace and for the welfare of the  
present/absent members of the family, the 
broken wafer pieces are distributed to each 
one at the table.  

A FREE WILL DONATION 
WILL BE APPRECIATED 

Parish Advent 
Reconciliation Service 

TONIGHT! 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 7pm 
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90 Years and Still Counting… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Family, 
 

T he parish celebration of my 90th birthday was  
a most overwhelming experience. I have so  
many people to thank for so great a labor of love. 

First of all, I would like to thank our pastor, Father Bill 
Corcoran, the architect of the whole celebration, who  
began planning the event, over two years ago. 
     My heartfelt appreciation to Mary Vlaming  
and Maryola Ward, who took the ball and ran with it, 

overseeing hundreds of details. They were ably assisted by Doug Benker and our 
“S.S.S.” (Seton Scripture Study) Group, to whom I am equally grateful for in their  
hard work of decorating, serving and cleaning up. Thank you to Patty Pierson,  
for catering the delicious food for the reception. My thanks to the Men’s Club and 
Women’s Club for hosting the party libations and to the Seniors of Seton who  
oversaw the many wonderful donations of desserts. 
      My thanks to Linda McKeague, Director of Music, our two wonderful  
choirs, the musicians, and cantor, for their powerful and prayerful music. To  
Carlos Bautista, our Director of Liturgy, for coordinating the details of the  
liturgical celebration. To Ray Yanowsky and our Maintenance Staff for having 
everything in tip-top shape for the event. I am so grateful to the hard work of 
Darlene Raila for the pictorial bulletin display and to Bernice Benker, who 
coordinated the photos and assembled the numerous posters displayed in the 
McBrady Center.  
 

A nd finally, a thank you to Bishop Andrew Wypych, for gracing the 
celebration with his presence and to all of you who participated in 
offering your heartfelt wishes of congratulations for my birthday. 

      May God bless all of you for your generosity, love and support. I hope  
to thank you personally over the next few weeks. 
 
      Father Bill Gubbins 
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O n Sunday, Nov. 17, St. Eliza-
beth Seton Parish celebrated  
the 90th Birthday of our beloved 
Fr. Bill Gubbins. Bishop Andrew 

Wypych (bottom center) joined us in ex-
tending our heartfelt wishes to Fr. Gubbins 
along with members of his family (photo 
below). The parish extended a blessing at 
Mass and Fr. Corcoran lit the candles as 
the congregation sang, “Happy Birthday...”. 
Merriment pursued throughout the day! 

Celebrating 90 Years Blessed... 
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MORAL INTELLIGENCE 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 

There are different ways of  
being intelligent, of being awake.  

Not everyone is bright 
in the same way. 

 S ome people are gifted 
mathematically and 
philosophically. That’s the 

intelligence of an Albert Einstein, an 
Alfred North Whitehead, a Bill Gates. 
Some others are gifted with emotional 
intelligence. You see this, for instance, 
in the great novelists, the Iris 
Murdochs, the Anne Byatts, the John 
Steinbecks, and the Alice Munroes, 
who possess an emotional grasp of 
things that the greatest psychologists 
in the world can only envy. 
     Then there is something that might 
be called practical intelligence. I saw 
this in some of my high school friends, 
young men who couldn’t pass enough courses to 
graduate, but who are wonderfully gifted with life-skills and 
are the ones the rest of us lean on whenever we need to 
sort out our plumbing, our automobile woes, our leaking 
roofs, and the thousand other things that mathematics, 
philosophy, and literature don’t equip us to handle. 
     There is too a certain aesthetic intelligence, that unique 
brightness of the artist which sometimes combines with the 
emotional or even the mathematical (especially in the case 
of music) but is often an intelligence all to itself. 
     Finally, there is still another kind of intelligence, moral 
intelligence. What is this? Sometimes we call it depth or 
wisdom or character. Whatever its name, moral 
intelligence is a sensitivity to the deeper contours within 
life. It is a certain grasp of those things which hold life 
together at its root and which must be respected so that 
life doesn’t go sour, unravel, disintegrate, and turn against 
us. Moral intelligence intuits the imperatives innate within 
the DNA of life itself. It grasps the things we have do, and 
not just the things we like to do. It lays bare the hard-wiring 
inside the mystery of life and love. 
      Where does it come from? Like other forms of 
intelligence, it is perhaps mainly a natural endowment, a 
temperament, a grace given by God as a gift to the world. 
But, I suspect, in most cases it is also the product of 
something else, namely, a certain kind of suffering and 
humiliation. What do I mean by that? 
 

If we look at our lives and ask ourselves: What has 
made us deep? What has helped us to understand 

the deeper things in life?  
 

     If we are honest, we will have to admit that what made 
us deep were not our successes or achievements. These 
brought us glory, but not depth or character. 

W hat brought us depth and 
character are the very 
things we are often 

ashamed to talk about, namely, our 
inferiorities—getting picked last on the 
school team, being bullied on the 
playground, some physical 
inadequacy, our mother’s weight 
problem, our dad’s alcoholism, an 
abuse inflicted upon us that we were 
powerless to stop, a slow-wittedness 
that perpetually left us out of the inner 
circle, our failure to achieve what we’d 
like to in life, a pain about our sexual 
orientation, an addiction we can’t 
master, and many, many other small 
and big wounds and bruises that 
helped shape our souls. 
     James Hillman, maverick 
intellectual, speaks eloquently on this. 
Depth, he suggests, never comes out 

of our successes, but only out of our inferiorities and 
failures. And this, he says, gives us character: Our scars 
are like huge stones in a riverbed; they may do nothing but 
stay still and hold their ground, but the river has to take 
them into account and alter its flow because of them and 
it’s precisely this which gives a river (and a face) some 
character. 
 
 T his truth lies at the very heart of Jesus’ life and 

message. When the disciples can’t fathom or accept 
the crucifixion, he asks them: “Wasn’t it necessary?” 

Isn’t there a necessary connection between the humiliation 
of Good Friday and the glory of Easter Sunday? Isn’t there 
an intrinsic connection between going through a certain 
kind of suffering and reaching a certain kind of depth? 
Indeed, Jesus’ struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane, his 
asking God three times to spare him from the pain and 
humiliation of being crucified, was precisely his own 
reluctance to accept that a certain kind of depth can only 
be arrived at by journeying through a certain kind of 
humiliation. And, in his case, he wasn’t just going to be 
picked on by the playground bully, he was going to be 
hung naked before the whole world. But that was the only 
route to Easter Sunday and he had the moral intelligence 
to see it. 
     And what the crucifixion produced is moral wisdom. 
That’s why the cross of Christ, as Rene Girard puts it, is 
the single most revolutionary moral event that has ever 
happened on this planet. What the cross of Christ does, as 
the gospels tell us, is rip away the veil the separates us 
from seeing inside the Holy of H olies. 
 

Our own crosses and humiliations 
can do that for us too. They can rip away  

a blindness and wake us up morally. 

Therefore, stay awake! 
For you do not know on which day 

your Lord will come  
—Lk 21:7 
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Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 7, 5pm 
 
 

Bus transportation provided. 
The celebration continues after Mass 
with a fiesta. There will be traditional 

Music and food at the celebration.  
 

If you are interested in taking a bus to  
St. Procopius Church, please sign-up  

at the counter in the Narthex.  
We will depart the Seton parking lot at 

3:30pm and return by 9pm.  

  

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 7PM 
O’Mara Church Hall (lower level of church) 
https://steseton.com/serveoutreach/hope-employment-ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be an in-depth presentation addressing  
the following topics: 
Networking Methods 
Career Transition/Transferrable Skills 
 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry provides job search guidance for  
the unemployed and those in career transition. Meetings include a review of each 

attendees status and speakers who address various job search topics. 
 

HOPE is open to the public, free of charge and we invite job seekers, employers and HOPE Alumni.  
 

Employers and HOPE Alumni: Please share job openings and staffing needs with us (fredzeilner16@gmail.com), 
and they will be distributed to meeting attendees. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Do you have expertise in the employee recruitment process, or as an employee  
who would like to share your job search experience? If so, consider joining our team as a volunteer or as a guest 
speaker. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. Contact  
Arnie Skibinski: askibinski@steseton.com. 

 
 
 

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !  
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Centering Prayer 
Monday, Dec. 9 

1:00 pm 
Father Bill Gubbins Center 

for Faith Formation 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

     You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and 
learn about Centering Prayer. The group usually meets 
on the second Monday of each month in the Gubbins  
Center located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave. 
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357. 

A brand new way to celebrate 
Advent and Christmas… 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

STATIONS 
o f  t h e  

NATIVITY 

As in the Lenten Stations, 14 scenes from Jesus’ life are 
used as opportunities for prayer. In the Stations of the  
Nativity, the familiar scenes here are those surrounding 
Christ’s birth. For each station, there is a New Testament 
passage, beginning with an Opening Prayer and the  
Canticle of Zechariah. There is time for silent Prayer and 
Reflection, and then together we share a short prayer  
and the Glory Be to the Father. The Silent Prayer and  
Reflection and the ending prayer for each station, bring  
out the meaning of the scene for our own lives today.   
     While the readings are seasonal, how and when you 
pray the Stations is up to you. Pray through the entire 
booklet in one sitting. Pray a page a day for the two weeks 
before Christmas. Pray the Stations daily from Christmas 
Eve through the Epiphany. 
     Find a deeper meaning of Christmas with this lovely 
new devotion, and you will create a brand new tradition for 
your family, that will be treasured for years to come. 
     Simple enough to be understood by children, rich 
enough to be inspiring to adults, the Stations of the Nativity 
is a perfect way to focus on the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Stations of the Nativity can be prayed alone. 
Stations of the Nativity Booklets 
will be in the Stations Chapel 

for your individual prayer opportunity. 
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WHERE IS THE SAVIOR BEING BORN IN OUR WORLD TODAY? 

A lthough we know that Christ has already brought salvation, Advent reminds us that Christ  
continues to come to us daily, offering salvation, healing, and wholeness and will one day  
return in glory, bringing God’s work to final completion.   
     The season of Advent is rich with symbolism, Isaiah speaks of “In days to come.” In Paul’s  
letter to the Romans, he knows what Isaiah longed for and has already begun in Christ, and 
tells us through our Baptism to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” In the Gospel Matthew reminds  

us to be prepared for we “do not know on which day Our Lord will come.” 
     Sadly, that’s just the point.  We can be so busy in our preparations for Christmas events that we forget to 
take the time we need to make ready our hearts. Carve out moments in your own day to pray. Take a few 
minutes each day to be silent and reflective. No matter what circumstance we find ourselves in we can  
unite our hearts with each other and say softly and often “Come, Lord Jesus.” 

 

(The following reflection was submitted many years ago by one of our parishioners, Coletta Schomburg.  
Although not physically with us any longer, we treasure her unending wisdom. We offer this with her love): 

 
 
 
 
 

The more I know — The more I love — 
God is always with me! 

 

In many ways, each day and night of my life God is manifested to me. 

 

Do I see God, 
do I feel God, 

do I accept God, 
do I do God’s will, 
do I thank God? 

 

Advent is an ideal time to work on salvation. 
 

Listen and Act! 
 

In the quiet of my prayer life or during the hustle and bustle of traffic 
and family interaction. 

 

Listen and Act! 
 

God’s love is every where—all the time! 
 

Listen and Act! 
 

God speaks to me, and to you and to you. 
 

Awake to God! 

People of every age have pondered the burning question:  
“When will the end come? What will be the signs?” 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Edward Hindman        11/30                         5:00 PM 

Ray and Jeanette Bonzani        12/01                         7:15 AM 

Kathy and John Zapala        12/01                         8:30 AM 

The Moore Family        12/01                        10:00 AM 

The Gill Family        12/01                        11:30 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Carol and Mike Hamilton        12/07                         5:00 PM 

        12/08                          7:15 AM 

The Lysiak Family        12/08                          8:30 AM 

Seniors of Seton        12/08                        10:00 AM 

The Boertlein Family        12/08                        11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Frank and Maryola Ward        12/14                          5:00 PM 

        12/15                          7:15 AM 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        12/15                          8:30 AM 

BSA Troop 380        12/15                        10:00 AM 

The Doyohoy Family        12/15                        11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

The Durkin Family        12/21                          5:00 PM 

        12/22                          7:15 AM 

        12/22                         8:30 PM 

The Ucha Family        12/22                       11:30 AM 

The Gojkovich/Hurtado Family        12/22                        10:00 PM 

Would you like to help us celebrate the wonderful Advent  
tradition of carrying up the Advent Candle at Mass? 

Thank you to those who have signed up to carry forward  
the Advent Candle. A few open positions remain. 

Please sign up in the Narthex. Questions? 
Please call Carlos Bautista at 708-403-0101, x102. 
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Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
 
 
 

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet 
of envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the  form below so we can publish  
the names of your loved one(s) in the bulletin af-
ter Christmas. 

 
 
 
 

Given in Memory of 

 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    ____________________________________________ 
___ 
 
 
 

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

 
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 

THIS WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Tips to Save Energy 

and Money this Winter 
1)  Use a programmable thermostat: program to lower 
the heat by 8 degrees Fahrenheit or more when you are 
away from home or asleep, and you can save about 
$180 per year. 
2)  Seal and weatherstrip: can improve the heating  
system efficiency by as much as 20 %. 
3)  Keep your furnace air filters clean : At minimum, 
change the filter every three months. This lowers  
energy bills and improves air quality. 
4)  Tune up your HVAC equipment yearly. 
5)  Close your fireplace damper when not in use. 

  
  

(Visit the EPA’s website for more energy saving tips.) 

  
  

Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us, 
Mother Earth 

“All of us can cooperate 
as instruments of God 
for the care of Creation.” 
  
  
  
  

— Pope Francis 

The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY), 8:30AM 
IN THE CHURCH BEGINNING DEC. 2 THRU DEC. 20 
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PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY  
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY  

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.  
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE 

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY  
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY  

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.  
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE 

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

For questions, please call Liz Wisnasky at 708-614-6475. 
To learn more about Respond Now, visit www.respondnow.org. 
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SAINT CLEMENT  
(d. 101) 

 
 

Saint Clement was the fourth pope of the Church, living toward 
the end of the first century. He is known for his letter to the 

Church at Corinth, in which he tried to reestablish peace between 
the clergy and the faithful.  

 
     .Clement of Rome was the third successor of Saint Pe-
ter, reigning as pope during the last decade of the first 
century. He’s known as one of the Church’s five 
“Apostolic Fathers,” those who provided a direct link 
between the Apostles and later generations of Church 
Fathers. Clement’sFirst Epistle to the Corinthians was pre-
served and widely read in the early Church. This letter 
from the bishop of Rome to the Church in Corinth con-
cerns a split that alienated a large number of the laity 
from the clergy. Deploring the unauthorized and unjusti-
fiable division in the Corinthian community, Clement 
urged charity to heal the rift. 
COMMENT 
Today many in the Church experience polarization re-
garding worship, how we speak of God, and other is-
sues. We’d do well to take to heart the exhortation 
from Clement’s Epistle: “Charity unites us to God. It 
knows no schism, does not rebel, does all things in 
concord. In charity all the elect of God have been 
made perfect.” Rome’s Basilica of St. Clement, one of 
the city’s earliest parish churches, is probably built on 
the site of Clement’s home. History tells us that Pope 
Clement was martyred either in the year 99 or in 101. 
The Liturgical Feast of Saint Clement is November 23. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 

 

SENIORS OF SETON 

SENIORS OF SETON 
MEETING—DEC. 3—TUES 

(McBrady Center doors open at 9:30am) 
After the meeting, we will enjoy musical 
entertainment provided by the South 
Suburban Dulcimer Society, a group  
of music lovers who play folk and  
traditional music on folk instruments.  
      A Christmas Sweet Table will  
be featured at the Dec. 3rd meeting.  
Members are asked to bring a dessert 
to share. It can be homemade or store 
bought, an old favorite or a new recipe. 
Appetizers welcome, but please none 
that require warming or refrigeration. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Please bring your date book and check book 
to monthly meetings. Activities space limited. 

Event questions/information? Call Anna at 708-532-6731. 
 

CLUB ARCADA THEATER 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH/SHOW 

THURS—DEC.12 
SOLD OUT—WAIT LIST FORMING 
Bus departs west church lot promptly 

at 10:15am for those w/paid reservation. 
 

NEW ENGLAND and CAPE COD AUTUMN FOLIAGE 
DEPARTS OCT. 8, 2020—10 SEATS LEFT! 
FREE AIRFARE EXTENDED TO DEC. 15 

TRIP IS OVER HALF FULL— DON’T DELAY 
     Mayflower Tours presents an exclusive 8-day itinerary 
for SOS which includes free airfare if booked by Nov. 30, 
2019. $3,099 pp/twin room (additional $1,099 for single 
room). Visit 5 states—MA, RI, VT, ME, NH. For more  
detailed itinerary, flyer is available at monthly meeting  
and in parish office. Deposit due at time of reservation. 
Additional payment information in the flyer.  

 
COOPER’S HAWK RESTAURANT, NEW LENOX 

WINE AND DINE — JAN. 22, 2020 
SOLD OUT—WAIT LIST FORMING 

$68/pp. Enjoy a fabulous, customized, family-style 
meal which includes 2 appetizers, salad, filet medallions, 
chicken Madeira, Mary’s potatoes, seasonal vegetable,  
Key lime pie, and a chocolate covered strawberry.  
Six wine pairings to match our menu. Coffee/tea/soft  
drinks incl. Cash bar. Bus departs west lot 11am.  
See flyer (available at SOS meeting) for more details. 

 
TO BE OFFERED AT DEC. MEETING 

DRURY LANE-OAK BROOK 
WED. FEB.19-AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 

$80/pp . Includes bus, lunch, and live theater production. 
Details at meeting. 
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KIDS’ LIVE NATIVITY 

         SUNDAY, 
         DEC. 15 
8:15am-1pm 
O’Mara Hall 

Retirement Fund 
for the Religious 

Second Collection 
Next Weekend 

December 7 & 8 

Please give to those who have given a lifetime. 
     Across the United States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial resources sufficient to meet the retirement 
and health-care needs of aging members. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious provides vital funding for medi-
cations,  nursing care, and more. It also helps religious congregations implement long-range retirement strategies, even 
as they continue to serve the People of God. To learn more please visit https://retiredreligious.org/. 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has  

sponsored a special collection of items for the homeless. 
Many come without adequate clothing. We thank  
all the parishioners for their heartfelt generosity.  
Proceeds will be distributed to Prison, Homeless,  

and Domestic Violence Ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 15. 
 
 

Suggested gift items are: 

deodorant 
hand sanitizer 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
white socks 
winter coats 

hats 
scarves 
gloves (men’s large) 
mittens 
Men’s underwear 
Women’s underwear 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  
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2020 Golden Opportunities 
Books ARE HERE! 

Still Only $20! 

 
 
 

  Golden Opportunities saves  
   thousands of dollars at a variety  
    of your favorite LOCAL  
    merchants that include dining  
     pleasures, casual dining,  
      entertainment, sports, retail,  
       more! Available in the Parish 
        Office or SOS Meetings. 

St. Procopius Christmas Gift Names 
If you selected a name for Christmas gifts for the families 
of St. Procopius. please remember these guidelines: 

1)Buy a NEW GIFT. (No used clothing or toys). 
2) Wrap the gift (No bows please). 
3) Attach the gift receipt. 
4) Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
5)   Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
6)   Do not bundle gifts. 

Please return the gift to  St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church by this Wednesday, Dec. 11. 

If you have questions, call Doug Benker. 708-429-4518. 
Christmas on the Prairie 

Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church, 14610 
Will Cook Rd., Homer Glen, invites all to their annual 
“Christmas on the Prairie,” a free indoor and outdoor 
family activity: discover the real story of St. Nicholas on 
the prairie paths; children’s frontier-era Christmas crafts; 
homemade Christmas bake sale items. Visit with St. 
Nicholas and get a ride on his horse-drawn carriage. 
For more details, visit byzantinecatholic.com. 

Nuns & Nones: 
Forming a Community of Spirit 

The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Frankfort, IL, 
are forming a Nuns & Nones (millennials – both women 
and men – with no particular religious affiliation) group in 
the Frankfort area that will begin in January 2020. This 
movement is: an intergenerational gathering of Catholic 
sisters and spiritually diverse millennials that gives an op-
portunity to share personal passions and topics of interest 
and form a partnership for creating solidarity and social 
action that can make a difference in our society. If you or 
someone you know would like to be a part of this or would 
like more information, please email sisters@fssh.net by 
December 30, 2019. 

Joyful Again! Widowed Retreat 
Widowed and feeling stuck? Find ways to move toward 
inner peace and new hope in life. Joyful Again! Widowed 
Ministry program presents a Retreat/workshop for men 
and women on March 14 &15, 2020 at the Mt. Assisi  
Center, Lemont. To register call 708-354-7211 or e-mail 
joyfulagain7211@gmail.com or visit www.joyfulagain.org. 

MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
TIME FOR A CHANGE 

    Sometimes we do not like change, but when it 
comes to living more closely in the image of Christ, 

things about our lives do need to change. We cannot 
change our lives without a change of heart first. 

 
 FIRST READING 
He shall bring justice for the afflicted; the earth shall overflow 
with the knowledge of the LORD (Isaiah 11:1-10). Isaiah, like prophets of his day, became disillusioned with the failure of the kings of Judah to do the will of the LORD. He longed for the coming of the Messiah who would truly live God’s call to righteousness. This Mes-siah would have the spirit of the LORD, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and strength, knowledge and fear of the Lord. The Messiah would institute a pe-riod profound in justice and peace and it would be all-encompassing that it would affect even nature. His word would establish righteousness upon the earth. 
 SECOND READING 
Glorify God by living in harmony with one another, welcoming  
each other as Christ welcomed you (Rom 15:4-9). Saint Paul writes a series of instructions on what it means to live a Christian life and strongly emphasizes that our Christian calling should lead us to live in peace with each other. The source of unity is our common call-ing in Christ Jesus. Advent is a good time to remember this fact and make peace with others. Distinctions that formerly separated us, e.g., Jews and Gentiles, are no longer barriers to our unity. This ideal can never be fully realized until we allow our thoughts to be those of Christ. We must remember how God has blessed us by 

choosing us and giving us His grace and treat others as we have been treated. Prejudice and judgmentalism only create divisions that ultimately hinder gospel harmony.  

 GOSPEL 
Produce good fruit worthy of your baptism; repent,  
for the reign of God is near (Matthew 3:1-12). John the Baptist warns the leaders of the Jews that they should not presume upon the mercy of God just because they are the chosen people, for God could easily reject them and choose another people. This warning is just as valid for Christians lest we presume upon God’s mercy and judge ourselves to be superior to others. This pas-sage distinguishes between John’s baptism, which pro-duces a remission of sin, and Christian baptism, which remits sin and also creates a special relationship with God through the action of the Holy Spirit. Through our Christian baptism we become children of God and broth-ers and sisters of Jesus. 
 REFLECTION When your mother called you by your full name, you knew you had better pay attention. What followed was important. Most often what followed from our mother was, “You’d better change your ways.” Strong words in-vite attention and almost demand a response. Such are John’s words to the Pharisees and Sadducees, “You brood of vipers!” (Matthew 3:7). Such are Isaiah’s words to the Israelites, “On that day” (Isaiah 11:1). The desired response? Produce good fruit, Pharisees and Sadducees. Show the spirit of the LORD, Israelites. Judge by fact, not hearsay. Be just, that is, live in right relationship with God and all Creation. Befriend enemies. Keep the most vulnerable safe. Remove ruin and harm from God’s holy mountain. These signify that the sprout of Jesse’s root, the Messiah, has come. The second reading adds har-mony, hospitality, and inclusivity to the list of desired responses. Words like these can instill fear in us or in-hibit us or they can invite us to change our ways. Change offers hope. We can be counted among the gathered wheat rather than the burning chaff. The gifts of the Holy Spirit named in Isaiah and bestowed in the sacra-ment of Confirmation do make a notable difference: ene-mies speak to each other, adversaries join hands, people seek to meet together, love overcomes hatred, revenge gives way to forgiveness, and discord becomes mutual respect, to paraphrase Eucharistic Prayer II for Recon-ciliation. God invites the change that hope, healing, and justice offer. Respond by following the One who has given us the Holy Spirit and the fire of God’s love, Jesus. 

DECEMBER 8, 2019 

Scripture Reflections for 
SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

Monday 
Is 4:2-6 

Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10 

Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a 
Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday 
Is 26:1-6 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 
Is 29:17-24 
Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday 
Is 30:19-21, 23

-26 
Mt 9:35—10:1, 

5a, 6-8 

Sunday 
Is 11:1-10 

Rom 15:4-9 
Mt 3:1-12  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [December 2-December 8] 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; 
Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); 
Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Chaplet each Wednesday following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to pro-
mote positive environmental change through education, individ-
ual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si. Second Monday each month, Gubbins 
Center, 7pm. Call Andy Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Barb Cristofaro at 708-349-
7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to those 
who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. 
Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly meet-
ings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the parish 
office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting dates, 
contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seek-
ers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each 
month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist of network-
ing, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact 
Arnie Skibinski at askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays, 7:30
-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing their 
experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover. The only require-
ment is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th Ave., 
Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-429-
2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Interim Principal, James P. Antos         Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

12/7 & 12/8 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 
GREETERS   R. Coe 

 S. Hermann 
 E. Herman 
 S. Klean 
 M. Pineda 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 
 R. Bonzani 
  

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 A. Shemanske 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox 
 M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 K. Arduino 
 M. Arduino 
 A. Arduino 
 I. Cox 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 
 A. Villegas 

LECTORS  J. Bessette 
 M. Taska 

 W. Dendler  B. Hall 
 T. O’Connell 

 M. Quinn 
 S. Roethle 

 M. O’Sullivan 
 C. Steckhan 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 S. Boertlein 
 L. Boertlein 
 M. Boertlein 

 I. VanAlst 
 A. VanAlst 
 N. Kaslewicz 

 D. Rediger 
 E. Arduino 
 E. Gacek 

 L. Becker 
 C. Durkin 
 O. Durkin 

 A. Bermabe 
 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 A. Sharp 
 J. Paluch 
 B. DeJonge 
 J. Para-Martin 
 L. Coe 
 F. Hult 
 C. Hamilton 
 M. O’Connor 
 B. Cristofaro 
 M. Paluch 
 D. Cristofaro 
 NOT FILLED—1 

 M. Kocher 
 A. Bramasco 
 W. Dendler 
 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 
 F. Mankowski 
 NOT FILLED—2 

 C. Kirk 
 K. Oliver 
 T. Krull 
 L. Kocsis 
 L. Kocsis 
 J. Misiunas 
 J. Austin 
 L. Austin 
 T. Leeson 
 M. Galka 
 J. Juds 
 S. Hall 

 K. Petrey 
 C. Davis 
 J. Nemec 
 R. Grill 
 M. Ihnat 
 P. Ihnat 
 K. Engraffia 
 D. Benker 
 S. Weishaar 
 M. Broderick 
 S. Rosinski 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 C. Hayward 

 K. James 
 S. Villegas 
 J. Bilas 
 T. Wolski 
 R. Dollah 
 NOT FILLED—5 

SACRISTANS  Dcn. D. Cristofaro 
 B. Cristofaro 

 J. Federico 
 T. Federico 

 C. Kirk 
 

 H. Davis 
 C. Davis 

 R. Dollah 
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