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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
The First Sunday of Advent… 
       Happy New Year! With the start of the First Sunday of 
Advent of 2020-2021, our Church begins the new “Year of 
Grace.” The biggest “joke book” from our past “Year of 
Grace” was a “Daily Planner Book.” With the COVID-19  
crises, so many of our plans went out the window. Weddings 
were postponed. First Holy Communion Dates and  
Confirmation celebrations were all delayed. Graduations 
were virtual or held outdoors. So much change in so little 
time. So many cancellations. So much stress and disap-
pointment. But here we are at the dawn of a new season 
with a new “Year of Grace.” Grace saw us through it all last 
year, and it will be with us in the days ahead.  
     Advent—the season of preparing for Christmas—has  
always been considered a season of joyful waiting. Maybe 
this Advent we will more fully understand this. Advent is joy-
ful waiting because we already know the end of the story—
God loves us so much he is sending us his beloved Son, to 
save us, and lead us in life. This is not a “Who done it?” We 
know the ending. So we can relax, and prepare ourselves 
for days of joy. In recent days we hear talk of very effective 
vaccines which will overcome the COVID-19 virus. What joy 
that news brings us! No more restrictions. Thoughts of a  
return to a much more normal life, and a revival of our  
economy—all brings smiles to our faces. Enjoying once 
again gatherings, concerts, theater, sports events, are all 
things for us to anticipate. We are already in a season of  
joyful waiting. And like a kid before Christmas, we want it all, 
and NOW! But we all need to wait. We need to continue to 
prepare ourselves for what is to come, but is not here yet. 
We know it is coming and that knowledge brings us hope. 
But right now we must wait—joyfully! The wonderful smell  
of goodies coming from the oven fill us with anticipation and 
joy. But right now we need to wait and let the oven do its 
work, its magic, and finish cooking our meal. The feast is to 
come! 
 
Advent Parish Reconciliation Service… 
     Our Advent Reconciliation Service is this Sunday,  
Nov. 29 [First Sunday of Advent], at 3:00 PM, in the church. 
Everyone seeking reconciliation, and being repentant, will be 
absolved. Due to capacity limits please register via our par-
ish website: www.steseton.com. 
 
Thanks To All… 
    Thanks to all who generously gave to our Annual Turkey 
and Ham Drive and to all who contributed to our collection 
for the Campaign of Human Development [CCHD]. Both this 
food drive and our CCHD collection do a lot of direct good  
to people in need.  
 
Advent 2020… 
    As is to be expected, this Advent will be a bit different 
than those in the past. We are not processing in at the  
opening of Mass with the Advent Candle each weekend,  
but will offer a special prayer as the Advent Candle is lit.  
We will have Advent Morning Prayer, daily, at 8:30 AM, in 
the church. On Wednesdays of Advent, we will offer a  
“virtual” Evening Prayer at 7:00 PM, found on our parish 
website [www.steseton.com] and posted on our parish  
Facebook page [St. Elizabeth Seton Church-Orland Hills]. 

     We will pass out Advent reflection books at our weekend 
Masses, one book per family. 
     Sadly, due to new COVID-19 restrictions, and with an 
abundance of caution, we have canceled our parish staff 
Christmas Party and Religious Education Catechist  
Christmas Party. [Christmas in July anyone?] Similarly,  
our Women’s Club and Men’s Club will also likely have  
to cancel December gatherings as group limits are only  
allowed to 10 people. Our Alcoholics Anonymous Group  
and our HOPE Employment Ministry Group have already 
stopped upcoming meetings. We are back to “Square One”! 
 
The Grinch Who Stole Christmas… 
Our church, when filled. cannot hold all who want to attend 
Christmas Eve Mass. Normally we have 1,100 worshipers in 
the church (including standing room only). Another 300 have 
attended our overflow Mass in the McBrady Center. With 
seven Masses over Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (200 
capacity at each), the combined availability for all of these 
Masses only equals the amount of people who typically at-
tend our 4:00 PM Masses. A real nightmare is 200 people 
just showing up for a Mass without registering and having to 
be turned away—as if there is “No room in the Inn”!  
Pray for wisdom. I am open to your ideas (keeping in mind 
the 200-person seating limit)! We have discussed live-
streaming Masses into classrooms (20-person capacity)  
and use 10 classrooms. Not an ideal spot, but it beats get-
ting sent home. We could accommodate 60-80 people in our 
McBrady Center, allowing an additional 300-320 people.  
We are eagerly trying to work this out. Having Greeters for 
classrooms, and Eucharistic Minsters for each spot will be 
another BIG challenge. Our days are not dull. Of course we 
will record and upload Christmas Mass on our parish web-
site and Facebook page. KEY: Christmas will have different 
Mass times: Christmas Eve—3:00, 5:00, 7:00 and 10:00 PM. 
Christmas Day—7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 AM. 
 
Our Annual Parish Financial Report… 
     Our Financial Report will be mailed soon and included in 
our Second Sunday of Advent bulletin. I am reminded of the 
great ongoing generosity of our congregation to the many 
missions of our parish. Our income from July 1-Sept. 30, 
2020 [our 1st quarter financial year—not last financial year], 
shows our income down by 7%. Our Archdiocese income is 
down by 25% and our southwest side Vicariate V is down by 
20%. Our congregation steps up to the plate, supporting the 
many good missions of our parish [which we are mightily  
going forward with] and being most generous. Thanks. 
 
Making Things Merry and Bright… 
     Christmas just does not “happen”—it is “made.” As we 
prepare to celebrate in the weeks ahead, the small things 
we do can have a big impact on others. Festive lights and 
decorations, kind notes shared in Christmas Card greetings, 
shoveling of a neighbors snowy steps, or the ways which  
we put ourselves out for others—all make Christmas for 
them, and for us. Enjoy being good elves. Make Christmas 
for others. 
 

Keep Smiling, 
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FOR	YOUR	INFORMATION	
• The	parish	office	is	temporarily	closed	as	a	precaution	

due	to	the	COVID	19	virus.	Your	parish	business	can	
still	be	conducted	by	calling	the	parish	office	at	708-
403-0101.	Please	leave	a	message	and	arrangements	
will	be	made	to	assist	your	needs.	

	
	

							Thank	you	for	your	patience	and	understanding. 

PLEASE NOTE: CHANGES FOR NEW MASS TIMES 
Sat., Nov. 28 (5pm) For All Parishioners; Joanne Anderson 
Sun., Nov. 29 
(7:30am) Jeff Johnson; Milton Taska 
(9:30am) Margaret Kenealy; Grace E. Beissel 
(11:30am) Ann Petri; Jack Hayes 
Mon., Nov. 30 (9am) Joseph Brzegowy; Kenneth Hunt 
Tues., Dec. 1 (9am) Laurence Schaeflein; Esther Schmeski 
Wed., Dec. 2 (9am) Jim Duffy; Priscilla Kirn 
Thurs., Dec. 3 (9am) Ken Janiak; Mary Ritter 
Fri., Dec. 4 (9am) Grace E. Beissel; Joseph Palazzollo 
Sat., Dec. 5 (5pm) John Maiolo; Milton Taska 
Sun., Dec. 6 
(7:30am) Rafaela Orozco; Desirea Soukal 
(9:30am) James O’Connor; Barbara Czarnecki 
(11:30am) Peggy O’Keeffe;Michael Behling 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you/family	member	
only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	to	add	name	or	continue	for	two	weeks.	

	
	
	
	
		
		
		

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Kathy Kocher 
    Maria Teresita Martinez 
    Cheryl Fortier 
    Haley Galvin 
    Patrick McKeague 
    Andy Smith 
    Joseph Mannion 
    Melanie Bognal 
    Michael Overton 
    Wilda Skaggs 
 
  
  
  
  

And for our deceased: 
    Barbara Radice 
    Kathleen Haydock 
        “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”	

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

November 29, 2020 

For up-to-date parish 
information, follow us  

on Facebook: 
Saint Elizabeth Seton 
Church-Orland Hills 

Visit our website:  
www.steseton.com 

Register	online	at:	
WWW.STESETON.COM	

to	attend	these	two	special	liturgies…	

RECONCILIATION	SERVICE	
Sunday,	Nov.	29,	3:00	PM	

If registration for 3pm service reaches 
200, we will add a 7:30pm service. 

Masks	must	be	worn,	six	foot	social		
distancing	required	and	temperatures	

taken	at-the-door.	
REGISTER	AT	WWW.STESETON.COM	

FEAST	OF	IMMACULATE	
CONCEPTION	MASSES	

Tuesday,	Dec.	8,	9	AM	and	7	PM	

	

Masks	must	be	worn,	six	foot	social		
distancing	required	and	temperatures	

taken	at-the-door.	
REGISTER	AT	WWW.STESETON.COM	

Holy Day of 
Obliga on 

 
WELCOME 

Demetrios and Kristen Carbone 
(Child: Demetria Carbone) 
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I n his autobiography, Report 
to Greco, Nikos Kazantzakis 
recounts a conversation he 

once had with an old monk. 
Kazantzakis, a young man at the 
time, was visiting a monastery and 
was very taken by a famed ascetic, 
Father Makarios, who lived there. 
But a series of visits with the old 
monk left him with some 
ambivalent feelings as well. The 
monk’s austere lifestyle stirred a 
certain religious romanticism in 
Kazantzakis, but it repelled him 
too; he wanted the romanticism, 
but in a more-palatable way. 
Here’s their conversation as 
Kazantzakis records it: 
 

					“Yours	is	a	hard	life,	Father.	I	
too	want	to	be	saved.	Is	there	no	
other	way?”	
					“More	agreeable?”	asked	the	
ascetic,	smiling	compassionately.	
					“More	human,	Father.”	
					“One,	only	one.”	
					“What	is	that?”	
					“Ascent.	To	climb	a	series	of	steps.	From	the	full	
stomach	to	hunger,	from	the	slaked	throat	to	thirst,	
from	joy	to	suffering.	God	sits	at	the	summit	of	hunger,	
thirst,	and	suffering;	the	devil	sits	at	the	summit	of	the	
comfortable	life.	Choose.”	
					“I	am	still	young.	The	world	is	nice.	I	have	time	to	
choose.”	
					Reaching	out,	the	old	monk	touched	my	knee	saying:	
“Wake	up,	my	child.	Wake	up	before	death	wakes	you	
up.”	
					I	shuddered	and	said:	“I	am	still	young.”	
					“Death	loves	the	young,”	the	old	man	replied.	
					“The	inferno	loves	the	young.	Life	is	like	a	lighted	
candle,	easily	extinguished.	Take	care—wake	up!”	
 

Wake up! Wake up before death wakes you up.  
 

In a less dramatic expression that’s a virtual leitmotif in 
the Gospels. Jesus is always telling us to wake up, to 
stay awake, to be vigilant, to be more alert to a deeper 
reality. What’s meant by that? How are we asleep to 
depth? How are we to wake up and stay awake? 
How are we asleep? All of us know how difficult it is for us 
to be inside the present moment, to not be asleep to the 
real riches inside our own lives. The distractions and 
worries of daily life tend to so consume us that we 
habitually take for granted what’s most precious to us, our 
health, the miracle of our senses, the love and friendships 
that surround us, and the gift of life itself. We go through 
our daily lives not only with a lack of reflectiveness and 

lack of gratitude but with a habitual 
touch of resentment as well, a 
chronic, grey depression, Robert 
Moore calls it. We are very much 
asleep, both to God and to our own 
lives. 
 

How do we wake up? 
 

T oday there’s a rich literature 
that offers us all kinds of 
advice on how to get into the 

present moment so as to be awake 
to the deep riches inside our own 
lives. While much of this literature 
is good, little of it is very effective.  
It invites us to live each day of our 
lives as if was our last day, but we 
simply can’t do that. It’s impossible 
to sustain that kind of intentionality 
and awareness over a long  
period of time. An awareness of 
our mortality does wake us up, as 
does a stroke, a heart attack, or 
cancer; but that heightened-

awareness is easier to sustain for a short season of our 
lives than it is for 20, 30, 40 or 50 years. Nobody can 
sustain that kind of awareness all the time. None of us 
can live 70 or 80 years as if each day was his or her last 
day. Or can we? 
Spiritual wisdom offers a nuanced answer here: We can 
and we can’t! On the one hand, the distractions, cares, 
and pressures of everyday life will invariably have their 
way with us and we will, in effect, fall asleep to what’s 
deeper and more important inside of life. But it’s for this 
reason that every major spiritual tradition has daily rituals 
designed precisely to wake us from spiritual sleep, akin to 
an alarm clock waking us from physical sleep. 
     It’s for this reason we need to begin each day with 
prayer. What happens if we don’t pray on a given 
morning is not that we incur God’s wrath, but rather that 
we tend to miss the morning, spending the hours until 
noon trapped inside a certain dullness of heart. 
The same can be said about praying before meals. We 
don’t displease God by not first centering ourselves in 
gratitude before eating, but we miss out on the richness 
of what we’re doing. Liturgical prayer and the Eucharist 
have the same intent, among their other intentions. 
They’re meant to, regularly, call us out of a certain sleep. 
 
 

None of us lives each day of our lives 
as if it was his or her last day.  

 
 

O ur heartaches, headaches, distractions, and 
busyness invariably lull us to sleep. That’s 
forgivable; it’s what it means to be human. So we 

should ensure that we have regular spiritual rituals, 
spiritual alarm clocks, to jolt us back awake—so that it 
doesn’t take a heart attack, a stroke, cancer, or death to 
wake us up. 

STAYING AWAKE 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

November 29, 2020 Page Four 

Be	watchful!	Be	alert!	
You	do	not	know	when	

the	time	will	come.	
—	MK	13:33-37	
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Spiritual Life Ministry Groups 
Eucharistic Ministers — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Lectors — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Altar Servers — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor  
Greeters — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Sacristans and Assistants — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Adult Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Teen Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Parish Instrumentalists — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Ministers of Care — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Ministry of Consolation — Doug Benker 
Adult Altar Servers — Kathy O’Sullivan, Doug Benker 
Art and Environment — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Rosary Group — Helen Dalka 
Centering Prayer — Marge Quinn 
Divine Chaplet of Mercy — Tom Scorzo 

  
  
  
  
  

Parish Life Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Men’s Club Mike Zukevic , President 
Women’s Club — Donna Kujawa, President 
Seniors of Seton (SOS) — Doug Benker, President 
Branches Teen Ministry — Bruce Hall 
Young Adult Ministry — Archdiocese of Chicago 
Youth Athletics — Bob Myjak, Athletic Director  
Welcome Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 
Cub Scouts (at CJB) — Contact School 
Boy Scouts — Rose Ucha 
Parish Pastoral Council — Father Bill Corcoran 
Parish Finance Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 
  

Education Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Religious Education Program — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School — Kelly Bourrell, Principal 
Baptism Preparation — Father John Zurek 
Marriage Preparation (PreCana) — Frank and Maryola Ward 
Sacred Space — Sister Liz Pardo 
Scripture Study (Adult) — Father Bill Gubbins 
                                               Mary Vlaming 
Book Club— Claudia Nolan 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) — Father Bill Corcoran 
  
  
  

Human Concerns Ministry Groups 
Creation Care Team — Andy Panelli 
Seton Sowers, Newborns in Need — Carol Dimer 
Social Action Ministry — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
        Soup Kitchen — Bernadette Kemp 
                                      Nancy Arredia 

Sharing Parish-St. Procopius Church — Doug Benker 
SWIFT (Southwest Interfaith Team) — Carol Davis 
Right for Life — Darlene Raila 
Fair Trade Events — Darlene Raila 
                                     Sue Rosinski 
Respond Now — Elizabeth Wisnasky 

St. Vincent DePaul Society — Father Bill Gubbins 
                                                        Marybeth Walter 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
HOPE Employment Ministry — Arnie Skibinski 
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Carol Donnelly 
Heartwarmers — Leslie Skrzypiec 
St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the Family — Kathy Galvin 
Kolbe House Jail Ministry — Doug Benker 

To reach a Parish Ministry/Club leader fill out the form below and drop it in the collection box and they will contact you. 

Education Ministry Groups 
Education Ministry Clubs 

Parish Life Ministry Groups 
Parish Life Ministry Clubs 

Spiritual Life Ministries and  
Human Concerns Ministry Groups 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 

  

VIRTUAL Parish ministry fair 

Come Follow Me 
We are all blessed  

with gifts and talents.  
Is God calling you  
to share your faith,  

time and talents  
with others?  Parish group/club leaders are eager to assist you in learning more 

about the different ministries/groups/clubs, and explore where  
God might be calling you to share your faith, time, and talent.  

Maybe it’s time to give back. Join us! Please fill out the form below and return to the  
parish or drop off in our collection box. The ministry/club leader will contact you.  

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE ______________________________________  EMAIL  __________________________________________________ 
MINISTRY OF INTEREST _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 
 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 NEW HOURS Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is offered on Saturday, between 4:00-4:30pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 
 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

  
Social Action Ministry 

How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper 
Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith 
Team); Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Prayer offered on Wednesdays following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to  
promote positive environmental change through education, 
individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si. The group meets the third  
Monday each month in the Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy 
Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or 
to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skryzpiec at 708-349-
4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional 
comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-
monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call 
the parish office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
Donations of yarn/fabric/baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For 
information/meeting dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
The HOPE Employment Ministry is available to provide assis-
tance to anyone who is seeking employment or a career 
change. If you require assistance with the job search process, 
including resume review, networking or interview skills, please 
contact askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,  
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing  
their experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve  
their common problem and help others to recover. The only  
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th 
Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-
429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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PARTICIPANT/REPRESENTATIVE DATE AND MASS TIME 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    11/28              5:00 PM 

    11/29              7:30 AM 

    11/29              9:30 AM 

    11/29            11:30 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    12/05              5:00 PM 

    12/06              7:30 AM 

    12/06              9:30 AM 

    12/06            11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    12/12              5:00 PM 

    12/13              7:30 AM 

    12/13              9:30 AM 

    12/13            11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    12/19             5:00 PM 

    12/20             7:30 AM 

    12/20             9:30 AM 

    12/20           11:30 AM 

Will	You	Help?	
ADVENT	CANDLE	
REGISTRATION	

 
THE REGISTRATION SIGN 

UP SHEET IS AVAILABLE ON 
THE COUNTER IN THE 
CHURCH NARTHEX. 

YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER 
BY CONTACTING 

CARLOS BAUTISTA, 
DIRECTOR OF LITURGY: 

708-403-0101, X 102 
OR EMAIL 

CBautista@steseton.com 
	
	

Please	arrive	20	minutes		
before	your	Mass	time.	

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Cancellation of this rite may 

occur as precautionary guide-
lines continue to be defined. 

Due	to	COVID	19	restrictions,	we	are	changing	the	way	we	“light”	our	Advent	Candles	at	Mass...	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Help	Us	“Light	The	Way”	This	Advent	

	
	
	
	
	
	

I 	 	 	 	 	S .	E 	S 	C 	to invite parish families, ministries, or clubs to participate in our opening procession by carrying our Advent candle forward, plac-ing it in our wreath and lighting the candle. This year, due to COVID 19 precautions, we are modifying the “Lighting of the Advent Candles.” We are requesting that only ONE MEMBER par-ticipate from a family/ministry/club. That person will, at the opening of Mass, read an Advent prayer re lection at the lector stand (ambo) and then light up the Advent Candle of the day. 
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The global pandemic has forced many of us to stay home since it hit back in March. 
It also forced our parish to adapt her liturgical activities, formation 

sessions, and our daily/weekly celebration of the Holy Mass.  
Thus, I created this YOU TUBE channel for our parishioners  
to virtually continue our Spiritual and Liturgical Formation. 

I invite all to subscribe to this YOU TUBE channel and get involved in 
Our discussions, conversations, and formation sessions as we dive deeper  
into the mysteries of our faith through the Liturgy and parish spirituality. 

You may simply take your smartphone and scan the QR code above 
or type the URL into the address bar of your web browser to get started. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

I look forward to continuing this journey with everyone! Stay safe and God bless! 
  

Carlos Bautista, MALS, St. Elizabeth Seton Director of Liturgy 

Introducing 
a YouTube 
Channel 

dedicated to 
the growth 

of the 
Liturgical  

and Spiritual 
Formation 

of  
St. Elizabeth 

Seton 
Parishioners! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrkjPhaXNUoq0pw3JaPJorg 
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 SAINT OF THE WEEK 

SAINT	JAMES	OF	THE	MARCHE	 
1394-1476 

 

Meet one of the fathers of the modern pawnshop!  JAMES WAS BORN IN THE MARCHE OF ANCONA,  in central Italy along the Adriatic Sea. After earning doctorates in canon and civil law at the University of Perugia, he joined the Friars Minor and began a very austere life. He fasted nine months of the year; he slept three hours a night. Saint Bernardine of Siena told him to moderate his penances.      James studied theology with Saint John of Ca-pistrano. Ordained in 1420, James began a preach-ing career that took him all over Italy and through 13 Central and Eastern European countries. This extremely popular preacher converted many people–250,000 at one estimate–and helped spread devo-tion to the Holy Name of Jesus. His sermons prompt-ed numerous Catholics to reform their lives, and many men joined the Franciscans under his in lu-ence.      With John of Capistrano, Albert of Sarteano, and Bernardine of Siena, James is considered one of the “four pillars” of the Observant movement among the Franciscans. These friars became known especially for their preaching.      To combat extremely high interest rates, James established montes pietatis—literally, mountains of charity—nonpro it credit organizations that lent money on pawned objects at very low rates. 
 
COMMENT 
Not everyone was happy with the work James did. 
Twice assassins lost their nerve when they came 
face–to-face with him. James died in 1476, and was 
canonized in 1726.  

         A Golden Opportunities allows you to save thou-
sands of dollars at a variety of your favorite  
local merchants that include: dining pleasures, casu-
al dining, entertainment, sports, retail, and more!  

Available in the Parish Office 
(Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm/Sunday, 8am-1pm) 

Only 
$20! 

 
 
 
 
 

A great way in 
supporting  

local businesses 
during the 

COVID-19 
pandemic! 

Makes a great Christmas gift! 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  

MORNING PRAYER 
JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30 AM 
IN THE CHURCH THROUGH WEDNESDAY, DEC. 23 

We	ask	those	participating	in	the	daily	8:30	AM	Morning	Prayer	are	required	to	register	at	WWW.STESETON.COM,	under	the	9:00	AM	Mass	(even	if	you	only	attend	Morning	Prayer).	
Questions	or	for	assistance	please	contact	Carlos	Bautista	at	708-403-0101,	x	102.	

	
	

JOIN US FOR 
VIRTUAL EVENING PRAYER 

WEDNESDAYS DURING ADVENT, 7:00 PM 
WWW.STESETON.COM 

Evening	Prayer	will	be	offered	“virtually”	only	on	Wednesdays	at	7:00	PM	on	our	website:	WWW.STESETON.COM or	on	FACEBOOK [St. Elizabeth Seton Church-Orland Hills]. 
 The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours. The daily  
singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is most ancient tradition—a way of “sanctifying every hour and  
moment of our lives prayer, scripture, and reflection.” In the complete “Liturgy of the Hours,” during the  
course of a month, all 150 Psalms are prayed, scriptures are proclaimed, hymns and Canticles are sung,  
and intercessory prayer is offered. Here is the outline of Evening Prayer.   
	 	 Procession	 	 	 	 	 	 Singing	of	the	Magni icat	
	 	 Evening	Hymn	 	 	 	 	 Intercessory	Prayer	
	 	 Lighting	of	the	Evening	Lights	 	 	 Lord’s	Prayer	
	 	 Singing	from	the	Book	of	Psalms	 	 	 Concluding	Blessing	
	 	 Scripture	Proclamation	 	 	 	 Sign	of	Peace	
	 	 Quiet	Re lection	

November 29, 2020 Page Twelve 
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Monday 
Rom 10:9-18 
Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10 

Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a 
Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday 
Is 26:1-6 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 
Is 29:17-24 
Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday 
Is 30:19-21, 23

-26 
Mt 9:35—10:1, 

5a, 6-8 

Sunday 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11 

Mk 1:1-8  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
THE STATUS UN-QUO 

					John	the	Baptist	is	surely	among	scripture’s	most	
challenging	prophetic	 igures.	To	this	day	he	points	us	
to	Christ	and	away	from	the	world’s	distractions.	
  FIRST READING 
The	rugged	land	shall	be	made	a	plain;	the	rough	country,	
a	broad	valley	(Isaiah	40:1-5,	9-11).	Jerusalem had been destroyed and the elite of Israel had been carried off into exile. They began to wonder whether God was less powerful than the gods of Babylon. They even wondered whether God was so angry at them that he would never forgive them. The very first words of this prophecy respond to these concerns. Israel will be con-soled and comforted. She had more than paid the  debt for her sins. God only wanted to heal her and restore her to the promised land. He would treat her with great gentleness, like a shepherd treats his sheep. 
  SECOND READING 
Conduct	yourselves	in	holiness,	hastening	the	coming		
of	the	day	of	God	(2	Peter	3:8-14).	In the early Church, Christians believed that Jesus would return in glory within a very short time. Saint Paul even recommended that the Corinthians not get married so that they could dedicate themselves to the ways of the Lord Jesus in the few days that remained before the  return of the Lord. As time went by and Jesus did not  arrive, some Christians began to ask whether Jesus ever would return. In this Letter we hear that the Lord will return at the end of time, and that  his delay is not due  to his forgetting his promises. Rather, God is giving us extra time for conversion. Jesus wants to give us all the opportunity to turn our lives around and dedicate  

ourselves to the ways of the Lord. He wants our salvation and not our destruction. 
  GOSPEL 
I	have	baptized	you	with	water;	he	will	baptize	you	with	
the	Holy	Spirit	(Mark	1:1-8).		John the Baptist practiced a baptism of conversion that cleansed the people of their sins. This might have been a practice that John learned in Qumran, a community of celibate monks near the Dead Sea that was awaiting the Day of the Lord. They performed ceremonial ablutions to purify themselves from their sins. Yet, while John prac-ticed this type of baptism, he also pointed to another type of Baptism, one that not only washed us free of our sins, but also gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who makes us children of God, heirs to the King-dom of God, and brothers and sisters of Jesus. This is the meaning of Christian baptism. 
  REFLECTION Second Peter describes “what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11b-12a). It is good to ask, “What sort of person am I to be?” I am to be a person of prayer and  witness. How? I grow in holiness and devotion by taking time to pray. I make room for Jesus Christ by listening for his voice, crying out in my need, giving thanks for God’s gifts, or simply consciously spending time with God. In prayer I hear God speak tenderly at times and challenge me at others. In prayer God empowers me to be a witness, through whom God lowers mountains of pride, fills in  valleys of spiritual and emotional poverty, and brings life to desert regions of hardness of heart and fear. Prayer helps me see where Christ is present in our midst, how  I already live Jesus in my body, and what I need to change to live Jesus more clearly. John’s words are addressed to us: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” Before receiving Communion, we say with John, “Lord,  I am not worthy.” We add, “Speak but the word and my soul will be healed.” God has spoken the word, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection have made us worthy to imprint the Gospels in our bodies and point  the way to him. Pray to reorient your life and witness  Jesus in our midst. “What sort of persons ought we be?” People of prayer and witness, who manifest the glory of the Lord by how we have been imprinted with the  Gospel, the Good news, of Jesus Christ. 	

DECEMBER 6, 2020 

Scripture Reflections for 
 

SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
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This year, we will miss our annual “pop up store” for Ten Thousand Villages 
but you can still offer your support by making a purchase online… 

  

Like most retailers, Ten Thousand Villages has been hit hard by the recent 
pandemic circumstances and is in need of our support as much as ever.  

  

Prepare for your holidays prayerfully, give generously and shop 
responsibly to have a miraculous impact on those most in need...  

  

       Please consider giving a gift that gives twice by ordering directly online from our friends at  
Ten Thousand Villages Evanston... all products on their website are through fair trade organiza-
tions offering artisan-crafted items from across the globe, featuring products from more than  
130 artisan groups in 38 countries, including Ten Thousand Villages USA. As a pioneer in fair trade, 
Ten Thousand Villages puts people and the planet first. You can trust that every handmade  
purchase directly impacts the life and community of its maker in a developing country.  
When you purchase one of their beautiful fair trade gifts, you are standing in solidarity with  
the artisans who created them, to help them to live and work in dignity.  

Shop directly from the Evanston website to ship direct: 
 — www.tenthousandvillagesevanston.com/s/shop —  

  
  
  
  
  

  Jewelry    Spa Gifts   Wellness    Singing Bowls    Scarves and Shawls 
  Sweaters, Ponchos and Toppers    Outerwear    Socks    Home Décor 
  Kitchen   Table Top   World Treasures    Baskets   Cards and Journals 
  Holiday   Games   Children’s Gifts    Food items   Coffee and Cocoa 

gifts that  
give twice 
since 1946 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service cli-
ents within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for utilities, 
rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care and occa-
sionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout the year 
we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to assist 
these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has sponsored 
a special collection of items for the homeless. Many come 
without adequate clothing. We thank all the parishioners 

for their heartfelt generosity. Proceeds will be distributed to 
the South Suburban PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) 

Homeless Shelter Organizations. 
  
  

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Suggested gift items are: 

Sweat Shirts and Pants 
Kleenex 
Body Wash 
Shampoo 
Antiperspirant 
Toothpaste 
Toothbrushes 
Denture Adhesive 

Denture Cleaner 
Denture Container 
Skin Lotion 
Spray Room Deodorizer 
Puzzle Books 
T-shirts (white/color,  
long sleeve, size large) 
Socks, white 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  

November 29, 2020 Page Sixteen 
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Christmas Flower  
Memorial Gift 
  
  
  

If you plan on using the 
Christmas Flower envelope  
found in your monthly packet 
of envelopes, or if you already sent 
in a flower memorial gift, fill out  
the  form below so we can publish  
the names of your loved one(s) in the 
bulletin after Christmas. 

  
  
  
  

Given in Memory of 

  
  
  

  
  
  

_________________________________________ 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

__________________________________________ 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                    ____________________________________________ 
___ 
  
  
  

                        Given by 
      ________________________ 

  
                          Please place in collection 
                                         basket. Thank you. 
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Our	Women’s	Club	are	now	offering	
Oplatki	Christmas	Wafers...available	

now	in	the	parish	office	ONLY	
beginning	November	29th	weekend...	

—FREE	WILL	OFFERING	ACCEPTED—	
Celebrate 
Christmas  
with Oplatki 

  
  
  
  

Oplatki will be available in 
the parish office beginning 
Nov. 29 weekend, for those 
wanting to participate in 
this centuries old custom.  
Oplatki, Holy Bread, is  
our Christmas oblation and 
the Christmas wafer is  
reminiscent of the word 
Bethlehem, which means 
“House of Bread.” The 

breaking of bread with family in your home is a sign of 
charity, unity, and friendship. With prayer for God’s grace 
and for the welfare of the present/absent members of the 
family, the broken wafer pieces are distributed to each 
one at the table. 
    . Due to COVID we will not be offering it in the Narthex 
as usual but it will be available in the Church office daily  
from 9am-1pm and on Sundays from 8am-1pm. 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT November 29, 2020 Page Eighteen 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT November 29, 2020 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 

Page Nineteen 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-1PM SUNDAY: 9AM-1PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal: Kelly Bourrell    Vice Principal: Jennie Pagliaro    Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

 5:00 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30AM  
GREETERS       

LECTORS      

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

     

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

     

SACRISTANS      

REOPENING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
 

Liturgical ministries will be serving on a limited basis. 
 

Currently, Mass Captains are serving at each Mass time 
to ensure safety restrictions are implemented.  

When the parish returns to 100% capacity, 
we will list the Liturgical Ministry schedule in full. 

 
Due to the Archdiocesan guidelines 

for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 
we will refrain from the  

distribution of Holy Communion  
to the faithful via the chalice. 

 
All Liturgical Minister inquiries  

should be directed to 
Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy, 

cbautista@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 102. 
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