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The Feast of Christ the King... 
      This weekend our church celebrate the Feast of 
Christ the King. For Americans it is perhaps a difficult 
feast to get our minds around. Our nation does not 
have royalty, nor a monarchical government.  
      The best explanation I have heard of the feast 
comes form the legends of the life of St. Martin of 
Tours, in France. They tell the story of the devil appear-
ing to St. Martin in the outward appearance of a king, 
wearing royal robes, and with a crown on his head. The 
devil spoke to St. Martin and said of all the people in 
the world, he Christ the King had chosen to appear to 
St. Martin, and he asked Martin to bow down and offer 
him homage. St. Martin being a great saint, replied to 
the devil, he would not believe that he was Christ the 
King unless he could see the marks of Christ’s Pas-
sion, his suffering. At that the devil vanished. 
      St. Martin would not be fooled. He knew that Christ 
the King was also the suffering servant, the savior of all 
mankind. On this weekend of the Feast of Christ the 
King, we are invited to reflect, as St. Martin did, on the 
meaning of the kingship of Christ in our lives. 

 
Advent at St. Elizabeth Seton… 
       Next Sunday, Dec. 3, is the First Sunday of Ad-
vent. At St. Elizabeth Seton Parish we will spend this 
season of joyful waiting in preparation for Christmas. 
We will prepare in a variety of ways: 
we invite parishioners to participate in the Toy Drive 
for “Respond Now” of Chicago Heights. Unwrapped 
children’s toys will be collected on Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 9 and 10, in the downstairs O’Mara Hall. 
  we invite parishioners to participate in our parish 
Giving Tree for the parish children at our sharing  
parish of St. Procopius in the Pilsen area of Chicago. 
This year they are asking for clothing for children  
only. Gifts must be returned by the weekend of  
December 9 and 10. 
  we will distribute reflection booklets [one per family] 
for the Advent Season at all Masses next weekend. 
  we will have Morning Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours) 
on Monday through Friday mornings at 8:30 AM, prior 
to our regular 9:00 AM morning Masses. 
  we will celebrate the season of Advent at a joyful 
Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 10., at 3:00 PM, 
in the church, followed by a fabulous Gala in the 
McBrady Center. 
  Third Weekend of Advent, Dec. 16 and 17, we  
will celebrate the Italian custom of “Bambinelli  
Sunday” at all weekend Masses. We invite parish  
families to bring the Jesus figure from their home  
nativity sets to be blessed in church, uniting your home 
shrine to the nativity to our parish shrine in the church. 
 

 — our Men’s Club will host “Donuts with Santa” in 
O’Mara Hall after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec.17. 
 — our parish students will participate in a “Living  
Nativity” after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec. 17. 
 — we will celebrate our Advent Parish Reconciliation 
Service at 7:00 PM, on Sunday, Dec. 17. 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent… 
       The Fourth and last Sunday of the Advent Season 
begins with a Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM, on Saturday, Dec. 
23, and ends less than 24 hours later on Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, with the Christmas Vigil Mass at 4:00 
PM. The Fourth Sunday of Advent is less than 24 
hours! 
     Due to the way that the calendar falls this year, the 
parish will NOT have a 11:30 AM Sunday Mass on 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 24, Christmas 
Eve. This will allow us to fully decorate the church fully 
for Christmas celebrations when our doors open for the 
4:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Mass at 3:00 P.M. I know that 
this will inconvenience some parishioners, but a few 
weeks ago at both the 10:00 and 11:30 AM Masses, I 
did poll the congregation, and only a very small handful 
of people objected to us cancelling this Mass. My own 
personal inclination was NOT to cancel this Mass, but 
at the request of the parish staff, I personally took this 
poll, and was stunned when people understood the 
need to cancel the 11:30 AM Mass on Sunday, Dec. 
24. I was personally against cancelling the Mass as I 
think it can give a double message about the impor-
tance of celebrating the last Sunday of Advent. But the 
practical advice of others has prevailed.  
 

Bits and Pieces… 
       There is never a dull moment here at the parish. 
Recently there was an accident at the Gubbins Center, 
when a car hit the back wall of the building’s garage. 
Thanks be to God, no one was hurt in any way. We 
have had the insurance companies and contractors out 
to repair the back wall and the buildings electric box. 
Due to the accident we did not have heat nor electric in 
the building for about two weeks. In theory [I love the-
ory] we should have been up an running again by this 
past Thanksgiving Day. Again, I am very grateful no 
one was hurt. God was watching us all. 
     Also, as of this weekend of the Feast of Christ the 
King our parish holiday lights should be on, making our 
parish grounds festive for the Feast Day, and the com-
ing seasons. Enjoy the Advent weeks ahead. 
 

      Keep Smiling! 

  

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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Sat., Nov. 25 (5pm) Theresa Labus; Carolyn Roy 
Sun., Nov. 26  
(7:15am) Dolores Ernst; John Vitkovic 
(8:30am) George Kenealy; For All Parishioners 
(10am) James Barracca; Eleanor Bukala 
(11:30am) Thomas Manning;  
Eugene L. Dolan (40th Anniversary) 
Mon., Nov. 27 (9am) Justinas Glamba; Mary Greaney 
Tues., Nov. 28 (9am) Portia Lam; Mary Kunkel 
Wed., Nov. 29 (9am) Vera Jane Carroll; Sabina DeGuzman 
Thurs., Nov. 30 (9am) Joseph Brzegowy; Mary Kunkel 
Fri., Dec. 1 (9am) Vera Owen; Johnny Cooke 
Sat., Dec. 2 (5pm) Joan Cronin; Carolyn Roy 

Sun., Dec. 3  
(7:15am) Ken Janiak; Dinko Rigovic and Dinka 
(8:30am) Mary Ritter; Ruthmary Colton 
(10am) Barbara Czarnecki; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Luis Dominguez; James Gorman 
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Keith and Michelle Huizinga 
(Children: Josephine Wolski and Waylon Huizinga) 

 
WELCOME 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   David Herbst 
   Dennis Jeffries 
   Bob Parzatka 
   Donna Teschke 
   Mary Morajda 
   Lisa Viola 
   Patrick McGrath   

         
And for our deceased: 
   Lois Eckert 
   Dolores Kane 
   Francisco Sanchez 
   Priscilla Kirn 
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

SAVE THE DATE for these 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

at St. Elizabeth Seton! 

Please pray for this couple preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Kerri Doherty and Luke Betley; 12-9-17 

 
WEDDINGS 

St. Vincent DePaul PADS Christmas Collection 
Beginning the First Sunday of Advent  
through the Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Seniors of Seton 
Advent Morning of Reflection 

With Fr. Bill Gubbins 
Thursday, Dec. 7, 10am 

McBrady Center 
 
 

Respond Now Toy Drive Collection 
Saturday, Dec. 9/Sunday, Dec. 10 

Drop off your unwrapped gifts in the Narthex 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Christmas Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 3pm 

Gala Dessert Fundraiser 
follows in McBrady Center 

 
 

Children’s Living Nativity/ 
Men’s Club Donuts with Santa 

Sunday, Dec. 17, after Masses, Church Hall 
 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 7pm 

Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
 

VIGIL MASS 
Thursday, Dec. 7, 7:00 pm 
FEAST DAY MASSES 

Friday, Dec. 8 
9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
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Our Need to Share Our Riches with the Poor 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

We need to give away some of our own 
possessions in order to be healthy.  

W ealth that is hoarded  
always corrupts those  
who possess it. Any gift that 

is not shared turns sour. If we are not 
generous with our gifts we will be  
bitterly envied and will eventually turn 
bitter and envious ourselves. 
     These are all axioms with the same 
warning. 
 

We can only be healthy if  
we are giving away some of  

our riches to others.  
 

     Among other things, this should 
remind us that we need to give to the 
poor, not simply because they need it, 
though they do, but because unless we 
give to the poor we cannot be healthy 
ourselves. When we give to the poor 
both charity and justice are served, but 
some healthy self-interest is served as 
well, namely, we cannot be healthy or 
happy unless we share our riches, of 
every kind, with the poor. That truth is written inside 
human experience and inside every authentic ethical and 
faith tradition. 
     For example: we know from experience that when we 
give of ourselves to others we experience a certain joy in 
our lives, just as when we selfishly hoard or protect what is 
ours we grow anxious and paranoid. Native American 
cultures have forever enshrined this in their concept of 
Potlatch, namely, their belief that, while everyone has a 
right to private property, there are real limits to how much 
someone may own. Once our wealth reaches a certain 
point we need to begin to give some of it away—not 
because others need it but because our own health and 
happiness will begin to deteriorate if we hoard all of those 
possessions for ourselves. 
 

J ewish spirituality shares the same idea: again and 
again in the Jewish scriptures, we see that when a 
religious leader or prophet tells the Jewish community 

that they are the chosen people, a nation specially 
blessed, that affirmation comes with the admonition that 
this blessing is not for them alone, but that, through them, 
all the nations of the earth might be blessed. In Jewish 
spirituality, blessing is always intended to flow through the 
person receiving it so as to enrich others. Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Islamic spiritualities, each in their own way, also 
affirms this, namely that it is only in giving away some of 
our gifts that we ourselves can remain healthy. 
     Jesus and the Gospels, of course, teach this repeatedly 
and without compromise: For instance, the Gospel of 

Luke, a Gospel within which Jesus 
warns us that it is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven, nevertheless praises the 
rich who are generous, condemning 
only the rich who are stingy. For Luke, 
generosity is the key to health and 
heaven. 
     In the Gospel of Matthew, when 
Jesus reveals what will be great test for 
the final judgment, his single set of 
criteria have entirely to do with how we 
gave to the poor: Did you feed the 
hungry? Give drink to the thirsty? Cloth 
the naked? Finally, even more strongly, 
in the story of the widow, Mk 12:41 who 
gives her last two pennies away, Jesus 
challenges us to not only give of our 
surplus to the poor, but to also give 
away some of what we need to live on. 
The Gospels, and the rest of the 
Christian scriptures, strongly challenge 
us to give to the poor—not because 
they need our charity, though they do, 

but because our giving to them is the only way we can 
stay healthy. 
 

W e see the same message, consistent and 
repeated, in the social doctrine of the Catholic 
Church. 

     From Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum in 1891 to Pope 
Francis’ recent, Evangelii Gaudium, we hear the same 
refrain: while we have a moral right to own private 
property, that right is not absolute and is mitigated by a 
number of things, namely, we only have a right to surplus 
when everyone else has the necessities for life. Hence, we 
must always be looking towards the poor in terms of 
dealing with our surplus. Moreover, Catholic social 
doctrine tells us too that the earth was given by God for 
everyone and that truth too limits how we define what is 
really ours as a possession. Properly speaking, we are 
stewards of our possessions rather than owners of them. 
Implicit in all of this, of course, is the implication that we 
can be moral and healthy only when we view private 
ownership in a larger picture that includes the poor. 
     We need, always, to be giving some of our possessions 
away in order to be healthy. The poor do need us, but we 
also need them. 
 

Jesus puts it so clearly when he tells us  
we will be judged by how we gave to the poor,  

our passports to heaven. 

 
     And they are also our passports to health. Our health 
depends upon sharing our riches. 

 

‘‘For I was hungry  
and you gave me food,  

I was thirsty  
and you gave me drink, 

a stranger and you welcomed 
me, 

naked and you clothed me, 
ill and you cared for me, 



U nfortunately, this sacrament came to be seen as only requested when a person was facing imminent 
death. This brought about fear and anxiety rather than comfort, peace and strength. Jesus is never about 
fear and anxiety and the Church no longer refers to this sacrament as “Extreme Unction” or “Last Rites.” 

     In 1997 we focused on the Sacrament of the Anointing and made it available every Monday after the 9am 
Mass. Scripture encourages anyone in need to receive this sacrament. As circumstances change and the  
demands on the time of the fewer number of available priests change, we want to once again draw attention to 
this Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, with some comments which may be helpful. 

The Sacrament of the 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sickness is anyone’s life is challenging, difficult and painful, and often 
poses situations that are unexpected and can be stressful and life changing. 
As we read Scripture, week after week, we encounter a Jesus who always 
reached out to anyone in need with comfort, support and healing. This is 
what we value in the Sacrament of the Sick...  

Who May Receive This Sacrament  
According to the Rite and How Often? 

Those of the faithful whose health is seriously impaired 
by sickness or old age should receive this sacrament.  
  This sacrament can be repeated every six months. 
 The sacrament may be repeated if the sick person 
recovers after being anointed and falls ill again, or if 
during the same illness the person’s condition 
becomes more serious.  
 A sick person may be anointed before surgery 
whenever a serious illness is the reason for the 
surgery. 
 Elderly people may be anointed if they have 
sufficient use of reason to be strengthened by 5this 
sacrament. In a case of doubt whether a child has 
reached the use of reason, the sacrament is to be 
conferred. 
 The Sacrament of the Anointing is to be conferred  
on sick people who, although they have lost 
consciousness of the use of reason, have, as  
Christian believers, at least implicitly asked for it  
when they were in control of their faculties. 
 Those who are judged to have a serious mental 
illness or disability, and who would be strengthened  
by the sacrament may be anointed. This anointing  
may be repeated every six months in the same way 
that it is allowed for other serious illnesses. 
 

What Takes Place During  
The Anointing Rite Today? 

When the Sacrament of Anointing is celebrated,  
three main actions are central to the sacrament: 
1. The laying on of hands by the priests of the Church. 
2. The offering of the prayer of faith, and 
3. The Anointing of the Sick with oil made holy by  
    God’s blessing. 

(Usually, the oil that is used is that which the Bishop 
has blessed during Holy Week at Holy Name 
Cathedral each year. When a person is anointed,  
the grace of the sacrament is given. The individual 
desiring this sacrament must receive it personally,  
a proxy cannot receive it.) 
 

Is the Sacrament of the Sick 
Mentioned In The Bible? 

 
 
 
 
 

     “Are any among you suffering? Then pray.  
Are any of you in good spirits? Then sing a  
hymn of praise! Are any of you sick? Then call  
for the elders of the Church and have them  
pray over the ones who are sick, and anoint  
them with the oil in the name of Christ.” 

 
     This scripture passage is most often quoted to 
reveal the biblical roots of our tradition of sacramental 
Anointing of the Sick. The “prayer of the Church”  
is offered for the one who is sick, and that person  
is anointed with oil. This scripture is still the simplest 
and most explicit description of the sacrament.  
This scripture locates the roots of our sacrament  
in biblical times, and it also describes the essence  
of the sacrament as we celebrate it today.  
     Our sacrament draws its power from the life  
of Jesus’ healing love which poured out to people 
in need, and continues to do so through Spirit  
given to the Church. The Gospels are full of  
miracle stories, and many of these stories are  
of Jesus’ healings. As we celebrate this sacrament 
today, one of the stories of Jesus’ healings is 
remembered and proclaimed during the Liturgy  
of the Word. 
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Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 5pm 
 
 

Bus transportation provided. 
The celebration continues after Mass 
with a fiesta. There will be traditional 

Music and food at the celebration.  
 

If you are interested in taking a bus to  
St. Procopius Church, please sign-up  

at the counter in the Narthex.  
We will depart the Seton  

parking lot at 3:30pm  
and return by 9pm.  

What Happened To Extreme Unction and Last Rites? 
 

D uring the history of this sacrament, there was a period of time when it became a practice to 
anoint people only once in their lives. Since it was understood that the sacrament also forgave 
any sins that person had committed, it seemed most practical to delay receiving this sacrament 

until the last moment before death! The sacrament is once again celebrated for the benefit of all people 
who are seriously ill, and as a sacrament of healing, it has been renamed: Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick. As this ancient sacrament is made more available to not only the dying, but also to the 
seriously ill, our understanding and gratitude for it will grow, and more people will receive its benefits and 
grace. 
 
 The introduction to the Rite of the Anointing says: “In public and private catechesis, the faithful 
should be educated to ask for the Sacrament of the Anointing as soon as possible, and receive it with  
full faith and devotion. They should not follow the wrongful practice of delaying the reception of the 
sacrament. All who care for the sick should be taught the meaning and purpose of the sacrament.” 
 
 “When a priest has been called to attend those who already dead, he should not administer the 
Sacrament of the Anointing. Instead, he should pray for them, asking that God forgive their sins and 
graciously receive them into the Kingdom. But if the priest is doubtful whether the person is dead, he 
should confer the sacrament.” 
 
 The giving of communion to a person who is dying is considered the most important sacrament  
for the dying, although during their sickness they also may receive the Sacrament of Anointing as it  
is needed This “last communion” sacrament,  in Latin, “Viaticum” – is, literally, “food for the journey.”  
All who are seriously ill and those who are dying should receive communion.  



The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer  

is offered. The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US WEEKDAYS (MONDAY-FRIDAY) AT 8:30AM 
BEGINNING DEC. 4 THROUGH DEC. 22 

A dvent and the Christmas season are not, as 
some suppose, a bit of “make believe,” when we 
pretend that we are waiting for the baby Jesus 

to be born all over again. No, Advent and Christmas 
are very serious moments of grace, the grace shared 
with Israel of being ready for the “day of the Lord,” 
the grace of living the message of Christ now, the 
grace of being called to the fullness of the reign of 
God. 
     We begin a new liturgical year by “remembering.” 
In the Hebrew understanding, to remember is to re-
live, to do again, to commit again to the reign of God. 
Every sacrament is just such a “remembering.” Thus 
all the sacraments are celebrations of the Christ event 
here and now. As we move through this Advent sea-
son, we are mindful that Jesus is living for us now, 
and all believers are sharing in his life. We believe 
that we will share it fully in God’s reign at the end of 
time. 
     Matthew will guide us this year in a renewed ex-
ploration of what it means for us now to be Chris-
tians. The themes of hope, peace, mercy, justice, and 
fulfillment will weave themselves through all the 
readings. Matthew is alive to the theme of “coming,” 
the continuing self-manifestation of God in the Mes-
siah. We are very much on the cutting edge of time 

between the two comings of Christ. Communally and 
personally we share in both the historical and the es-
chatological coming of God’s reign in Jesus Christ, the 
“already” and the “not yet.” Looking back we share the 
story of Israel, the word of promise, the hope of fulfill-
ment. We actually participate in the expectation. In 
the present moment, we share with all Christians the 
blessed story of God-with-us in Emmanuel, Jesus the 
Christ, even while we await the fulfillment of all 
things in the final coming. 
     Because of the precious gift we “remember” this 
season, nothing will ever be the same again. The story 
of the Incarnation is not a fable or myth that teaches 
some lesson, however noble. It is the story of a life 
lived for others that God’s reign might come. In Jesus 
we experience God’s solidarity with us humans in our 
lives, in our struggles, in our hopes and dreams. Ad-
vent and Christmas are profound and marvelous 
times, to reveal for us so deep and powerful a mystery. 
They call us once again to say “Yes” to Jesus and his 
message, to participate in the story of the Incarnation. 
It is no longer enough for us to say, “I’ve heard that 
story before.” This is not an old story too often re-
peated. It is story that is ever new, and it must be told 
to the whole world. It must be heard. It must be lived. 
 Copyright World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
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The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry distrib-
uted the names for Christmas gifts for the children of St. 

Procopius last weekend. If you choose a name, please follow these guidelines: 
 

 1)  Buy a NEW GIFT OF CLOTHING (No used clothing). 
 2)  Please attach the gift receipt. 
 2)  Wrap the gift. 
 3)  Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
 4)  Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
 5)  Do not bundle gifts. 
 6)  No bows. 
 7) Please return your gift to St. Elizabeth Seton Church BY WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13. 
 

   This year we are only giving gifts of clothing to the children of St. Procopius. If you have 
questions, please call Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

St. Procopius 

Christmas Gift Name Distribution 
For the Children of St. Procopius 

Saturday, Nov. 18 
Sunday, Nov. 19 
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If you have 
selected a name  

for the  
St. Coletta  
Christmas 

Gift Drive… 
please 

remember  
that your 
gift is due  

back to the 
parish office by 
WEDNESDAY, 

NOV. 22. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 
for your 

generosity. 

 
 
 

 

It’s no surprise to all 
of us  that its Cold  
and Flu Season...  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are all challenged to do our sensible best to  
avoid getting the flu or passing it on to others.  
Life does and will continue to go on and we will be 
WASHING OUR HANDS MORE, COUGHING AND 
SNEEZING INTO OUR SLEEVES, and staying out  
of crowds when appropriate. We want you to know  
we are well aware of the many concerns people have 
regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this 
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take 
care that health and safety concerns will prevail.  
The reception of Precious Blood will remain available. 
The greeting of “Peace” will continue. If you wish to 
acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting only, 
please do so. May we all be blessed with good  
health. 

  

 

Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
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T 
HEY SAY THAT THE CUSTOM OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH began when wagon wheels were 
brought indoors as the days of winter got 

shorter and shorter and the darkness began to come 
earlier and earlier.  Once inside, these wheels would 
be decorated with evergreens—kind of a forced 
budding of growth.  Likewise, people would put 
candles on the wheels, making them beacons of 
greenery that would stand in the shadows of the 
deepening winter and proclaim that winter would 
not have the last say.  The light and greenery 
proclaimed that the earth had not seen the last of 
spring, and that the sun would return and would 
once again warm the land and the tired people who 
longed for its return. 
     That’s one story behind the Advent wreath. 
Whatever the “true” story may be, we can’t imagine 
preparing for Christmas without one! Nothing 
captures our hopes and fears at this time of the year 
better than the Advent wreath: a beautiful, full, green 
circle that never ends, but rather turns into itself 
(much like our seasons turn into one another and 
symbolize the cycle that is life) and lights that get 
progressively brighter as the winter nights get 
longer.  They shine with a brightness that promises 
fulfillment of all our hopes and longings.  The dark, 
rich colors of the candles speak of a darkness that is 
not quite complete—after all, it’s not a blackness 
that graces our evergreen circles. It’s a mixture of 
blue and pink—colors of morning—the colors of the 
sky just before dawn, just before the sun comes over 
the horizon. go out early, before the sun comes up, 
one clear, cool winter morning.  Look at the sky.  
     Notice the mixture of purples, blues, and pinks. 
Notice that to the west, the sky is still the dark of 
night.  Notice that as you move your focus east, 
where the rising sun approaches, the colors get 
lighter: more purple and blue. Keep watching and 

you’ll see right before the sun actually breaks over 
the horizon, a rose or pink hue become visible: the 
color of the sky immediately before daybreak! There’s 
a reason for our colors on this circle of life and light! 
 

D 
URING ADVENT, OUR LITURGIES ARE 
ESPECIALLY GRACED WITH THE WREATH OF 
LIGHT. As we praise God we will light one 

more candle on the wreath, to emphasize the great 
need we have for Christ’s light to penetrate our 
world’s darkness and the need we have to be saved 
from it.  Only Christ, we say, can completely save us.  
That is our faith and we proclaim it loudly every time 
we light the candles and sing for God-to-be-with us:  

“Come O Lord, and save us!   
Take away our darkness!” 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

HELP CELEBRATE THIS TRADITION 
AT ST. ELIZABETH SETON! 

  
  
  

Will you volunteer to bring the  
Advent Candle forward in the 

opening procession  
on one weekend of Advent? 

  
  
  
  

     There are four possible weekends, a choice of 
twenty Masses, and volunteers are asked to come to 
one practice. We encourage you to consider a new 
way for your family to participate in the Advent 
journey. If you participated in this ritual many years 
ago maybe this is the year you want to be a part of 
this ritual candle lighting again. So any person, alone, 
a group of friends, members of our Men’s Club or 
Women’s Club, Seniors of Seton, Social Action 
Ministry, Branches, a Religious Education Class, 
Members of the Scripture Group, or a family or any 
type of group of one to not more than six or seven 
people can sign up.  

Lighting of the Candles  
in the Advent Wreath 

  
  

“Lord God, let your blessing come upon us  
as we light the candles of this wreath.” 

This is a wonderful way to enter into the 
Advent season with your whole heart. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

        12/02                         5:00 PM 

Vaci Family        12/03                         7:15 AM 

        12/03                         8:30 AM 

St. Elizabeth Seton Men’s Club        12/03                        10:00 AM 

        12/03                        11:30 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

        12/09                         5:00 PM 

        12/10                          7:15 AM 

        12/10                          8:30 AM 

Jason and Victoria King Family        12/10                        10:00 AM 

        12/10                        11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTTHIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Ann McAuliffe/Sue Lennon        12/16                          5:00 PM 

        12/17                          7:15 AM 

        12/17                          8:30 AM 

Krusenoski Family        12/17                        10:00 AM 

        12/17                        11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENTFOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

        12/23                          5:00 PM 

        12/24                          7:15 AM 

        12/23                         8:30 PM 

Krusenoski Family        12/24                       10:00 AM 

Help us celebrate the wonderful Advent tradition of carrying up 
the Advent Candle at Mass. Please sign up in the Narthex. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 2017 PRACTICE 
Rehearsal Date and Time for “Lighting of the Advent Candles” 

Saturday, Dec. 2, at 12:30 pm 
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Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has  

sponsored a special collection of items for the homeless. 
Many come without adequate clothing. We thank all the  
parishioners for their heartfelt generosity. Proceeds will  

be distributed to the South Suburban PADS (Public Action 
to Deliver Shelter) Homeless Shelter Organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 17. 
 
 

Suggested gift items are: 

deodorant 
hand sanitizer 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
white socks 
winter coats 

hats 
scarves 
gloves (men’s large) 
Mittens 
Men’s underwear 
Women’s underwear 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  



 Please pray with us! 
The Rosary is prayed every day… 

Monday through Saturday,  
after the 8:15 am Mass in church. 

Pray for our ordained:  
Mondays at 7pm and 

Thursdays after 8:15 am Mass 

 

 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
(open to parishioners and community) 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 7-8:30 pm 
Fr. Bill Gubbins Center for Faith Formation 

167th and 94th Ave., Orland Hills 
 
 
 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: 
A representative from the Crisis Center for  
South Suburbia will enlighten our group on  
the organizations’ programs and services  

for victims of Domestic Violence. 

St. Monica Ministry of  
Compassion to the Family 
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Mother McAuley High School Events 
3737 W 99th St., Chicago  

All students can register for all events on our website, 
www.mothermcauley.org, under the "Admissions" tab. 

Shadow Days at McAuley! 
Seventh and Eighth graders, don't forget to register to 
shadow at Mother McAuley! The last day to shadow for the 
fall semester is December 1! 
Grammar School Basketball Night 
Thursday, Nov. 30, 6pm, Mother McAuley Athletic Center 
All grammar school girls are invited to watch as the Mighty 
Macs take on Lincoln-Way Central! Enjoy free admission 
to the games and join us for pizza with the team after! 
"One Last Look" Open House 
Thursday, Nov. 30, 6-8pm 
Presentation at 6:15 pm. Join us for "one last look" at 
Mother McAuley before the Entrance Exam taking place  
on Dec. 2, 2017. 
 

Meet Marist... 
4200 W. 115th St., Chicago 

Friday, Dec. 1 
Presentation at 6:30pm followed by tours of the school 
Entrance Exam 
Saturday, Dec. 2 
8am. $25 fee. Online registration opens November 18  
but is not required. Bring No. 2 pencils; no calculator. 
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2018 Golden Opportunities Books 
Starting your Christmas Gift list? 

Looking for the perfect present? 
    The 2018 Golden Opportunities 

Books make wonderful gifts! Give 
the gift that gives all year! Each 
book can save thousands of dol-
lars at a variety of  favorite LOCAL 
merchants that include: dining 
pleasures, casual dining, enter-
tainment, sports, retail, and more! 
Many are two for one or multiple 
use coupons. Pick them up  
at our monthly meeting  
or in the parish office.  
Still only $20! 

  

 

 

 

The Seniors of Seton invite all to aThe Seniors of Seton invite all to aThe Seniors of Seton invite all to a   

   
   
   
   
   

ADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNING   
OF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTION   

withwithwith   
FATHER BILL GUBBINSFATHER BILL GUBBINSFATHER BILL GUBBINS   

   
   
   

Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7   
in the McBrady Centerin the McBrady Centerin the McBrady Center   

after 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Mass   

Advent Canticle of Waiting 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart warmly  
invite you to an “Advent Canticle of Waiting” on Sunday, 
Dec. 3, from 4-4:45 pm, in Queen of Angels Chapel at St. 
Francis Woods, 9201 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort. 

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7pm  
Father Bill Gubbins Formation Center 

  

You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and learn 
about Centering Prayer. We meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month in the building on corner of 
167th St. and 94th Ave. Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 
708-460-5357. 

  

CENTERING PRAYER REFLECTION: 
Let go for a while the need to reason, the need to  

set things right.  Let's surrender our feelings and thoughts  
to God and quietly remind ourselves "In Everything,  

We Trust in God.” 
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PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY    
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY    

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.    
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE   

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY PLEASE SHARE AN UNWRAPPED TOY    
FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY FOR A CHILD IN NEED SERVED BY    

RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS. RESPOND NOW OF CHICAGO HEIGHTS.    
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THEDROP OFF YOUR DONATION IN THE   

NARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCENARTHEX BY EAST CHURCH ENTRANCE 

For questions, please call Liz Wisnasky at 708-614-6475. 
To learn more about Respond Now, visit www.respondnow.org. 



 
May the Peace and Joy of Christ 

be with you this Christmas 

and throughout the New Year 

Help Support Our 2018 Parish Mission 
CHRISTMAS CARD/NOTE CARD FUNDRAISER 
 
     Speaking of Lent in the Summer and in the 
midst of the Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time, 
may seem strange but we have exciting news. 
We not only are planning for this Mission but 
we are also fundraising with quality “Greeting 
Cards” depicting two beautiful sacred liturgical 
furnishings of St. Elizabeth Seton Church. 
 
 

 
 
 

BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN  

SCULPTED FIGURINES FROM  
OUR CHRISTMAS CRECHE 

$15.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR PLANNED MISSION SPEAKER 
We will welcome an extraordinary gifted Lenten  
Mission Speaker, Arthur (Art) Zannoni. Being Italian,  
Art has a way of telling a story and engaging his  
audience. He is an award winning free-lance writer, 
scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop 
leader and consultant in the areas of biblical studies 
and Christian–Jewish relations. Art is married and  
has two adult married children and an 18 yr.-old son 
and 5 grandchildren. He and his wife Kathy and  
their youngest son live in the twin cities and they  
are members of St. Cecilia Parish in St. Paul.  

BOXED NOTE CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN 

BAPTISMAL FONT 
AT OUR EASTER SEASON  

$10.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

Christmas and Note Cards are available to view/purchase in the parish office. 

Limited quantities 
for purchase. 

Inside of  
note card is 

blank to include 
your personal 

message 

Card 
inscribed with 

a beautiful 
Christmas 
message 
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     MEETING 
  Tues., Dec. 5 
       10 am 
      Doors to  
McBrady Center  
open at 9:30am 
After the meeting, we will kick off the 
holiday season with musical entertain-
ment provided by Seton’s very own 
and very talented Music Director, 
Linda McKeague. Wear your holiday 
attire and get ready to sing along! 
We will enjoy a Holiday Sweets  
Table prior to the entertainment. 
Members are asked to bring a  

dessert to share. It can be homemade 
or store bought, an old favorite or a new recipe. Please,  
no appetizers that require warming. 

TOGETHER WE COPE 
At our December meeting we will be collecting canned 
goods and non-perishable food items for the Together  
We Cope Food Pantry. Donations are greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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Seniors of Seton 

BLESSED 
CHARLES 

DE FOUCAULD 
1858-1916 

      BORN INTO AN ARISTOCRATIC 
FAMILY IN STRASBOURG, FRANCE, 
CHARLES WAS ORPHANED AT THE 
AGE OF 6, RAISED BY HIS DEVOUT 
GRANDFATHER, REJECTED THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH AS A TEENAGER, 
AND JOINED THE FRENCH ARMY. 

Inheriting a great deal of money from his grandfather, 
Charles went to Algeria with his regiment, but not without 
his mistress, Mimi. When he declined to give her up, he was 
dismissed from the army. Still in Algeria when he left Mimi, 
Charles reenlisted in the army. Refused permission to make 
a scientific exploration of nearby Morocco, he resigned from 
the service. With the help of a Jewish rabbi, Charles dis-
guised himself as a Jew and in 1883 began a one-year explo-
ration that he recorded in a book that was well received. 
     Inspired by the Jews and Muslims whom he met, Charles 
resumed the practice of his Catholic faith when he returned 
to France in 1886. He joined a Trappist monastery in 
Ardeche, France, and later transferred to one in Akbes, 
Syria. Leaving the monastery in 1897, Charles worked as gar-
dener and sacristan for the Poor Clare nuns in Nazareth and 
later in Jerusalem. In 1901 he returned to France and was or-
dained a priest. 
     Later that year, Charles journeyed to Morocco, to found a 
monastic religious community that offered hospitality to 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, or people with no religion. He 
lived a peaceful, hidden life but attracted no companions. 
     A former army comrade invited him to live among the Tu-
areg people in Algeria. Charles learned their language 
enough to write a Tuareg-French and French-Tuareg dic-
tionary, and to translate the Gospels into Tuareg. In 1905 he 
came to Tamanrasset, where he lived the rest of his life. A 
two-volume collection of Charles’ Tuareg poetry was pub-
lished after his death. 
     In early 1909 he visited France and established an associa-
tion of laypeople who pledged to live by the Gospels. His re-
turn to Tamanrasset was welcomed by the Tuareg. In 1915 
Charles wrote to Louis Massignon: “The love of God, the 
love for one’s neighbor…All religion is found there…How to 
get to that point? Not in a day since it is perfection itself: it 
is the goal we must always aim for, which we must unceas-
ingly try to reach and that we will only attain in heaven.” 
World War I outbreak led to attacks on the French in Alge-
ria. Seized by another tribe, Charles and two French soldiers 
coming to visit him were shot to death on December 1, 1916. 
     Five religious congregations, associations, and spiritual 
institutes (Little Brothers of Jesus, Little Sisters of the Sa-
cred Heart, Little Sisters of Jesus, Little Brothers of the Gos-
pel, and Little Sisters of the Gospel) draw inspiration from 
the peaceful, largely hidden, yet hospitable life that charac-
terized Charles. He was beatified on November 13, 2005. 

UPCOMING TRIPS 
Bring your date book AND 
checkbook to the meetings.  

 

For reservations or questions please 
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731. 

Name/phone must be on all reservations. 
.****Reservations not accepted without payment. 

 

A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA 
FEB. 4—SUNDAY 

Due to popularity of the event, reservation/payment 
due ASAP. Contact Anna or drop off in parish office. 

 

SANFILIPPO CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
DEC 13 — SOLD OUT! 

Wait list forming. Contact Anna. 
 

GREEK MUSEUM and GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH 
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY 

After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the National 
Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek Islands Restau-
rant for a fabulous family style lunch of Greek specialty 
dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus departs at 9:30am from west 
lot for those with paid reservations. 

FIRST BUS SOLD OUT! WAIT LIST FORMING  
FOR 2ND BUS CONTACT ANNA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ADVENT MORNING OF REFLECTION 
WITH FATHER BILL GUBBINS 

DEC.7 – THURSDAY 

  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Reflections for 
FIRST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
Dec. 3, 2017 

 

The call to be watchful and alert is a call to readiness, not to let our spirits get sluggish and slip off into a 
state of un-consciousness. But it is hard at times to stay up, to keep watch. Is Jesus being unreasonable here? 

NEXT WEEK: WAKE UP! WATCH OUT! 

Surely Jesus does not mean that we are to stay awake at all hours? Not only our bodies but our 
minds and our spirits need rest, both the rest of sleep and what we rightfully call re-creation. We 
need time to recharge out batteries, let out spirits play, give our souls room for leisure activities. 
Jesus is saying that part of our life’s work is always to be in a state of readiness to welcome 
him, the one who will come to judge the living and the dead. Our faith reminds us that we are a 
people who wait for the Lord to return, just like a parent is always waiting for a child to return 
home late at night. One of the most difficult times to stay awake is after Thanksgiving dinner.  
All that stuffing—and not just what goes in the turkey! In his book, Consumed, Benjamin Barber 
points out how our consumer culture encourages adults to remain as infantile as possible, while 
it trains children to consume at an ever younger age. Such consumption, he says, makes for a 
bloated people whose spirits are weighed down and sluggish. We all have moments when we 
feel alert, when our senses are primed to take in what is happening, when our hearts and minds 
are open. That is what the Lord is asking us to achieve. One way is to stay in a state of alert-
ness is to fast, another is prayer. 

SECOND READING 

FIRST READING 

In the earliest days of the Church, Christians 
believed that Jesus was going to return in 
glory within a very short while. As time 

passed, they came to realize that it might be 
quite some time before Jesus did come. 
Thus, they began to speak about the second 
coming as something that would happen as 
unexpectedly as the arrival of a thief in the 
night. We do not know how long we are  
going to live. This does not mean that we 
should live in terror, but rather that we  
should live with the proper perspective.  
We must live each day as something pre-
cious, for there might not be another day.  
We must live today as if it were our first day, 
last day, and only day. 

REFLECTION 

We are the clay and you, O Lord, are the potter: we are the work of your hands (Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7). 
This passage section was written by an  
individual or group after the end of the exile 
(539 VC), and it emphasizes the necessity for 
conversion. Israel cannot hope to experience 
the restoration promised in Deutero-Isaiah. 
Yet, even that is impossible if God does not 
intervene in a miraculous way in order to  
give Israel the strength to change its ways. 
Yet, even that is impossible if God does not  
intervene in a miraculous way in order to give  

Israel the strength to change its ways. Left on 
our own, we will never find the strength and 
courage to choose the good and reject evil. 
We desperately need the grace of God to use 
this Advent as a season of conversion. This 
author (as well as ourselves) trusts that God 
will provide this grace, for God is a loving  
parent who would never abandon his beloved 
children. God is also a potter who carefully 
shapes our hearts to respond to his call. 

God is faithful; by God you were called to fellowship with the Son (1 Cor 1:3-9). 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week 
November 27-December 2: 
Mon.: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4 
Tues.: Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11 
Wed.: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Lk 21:12-19 
Thurs.: Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 
Fri.: Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33 
Sat. Dn 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36  

The First Sunday of Advent emphasizes 
Jesus’ return in glory at the end of time and 
not his coming in his birth at Bethlehem.  
We must observe the importance of Jesus  
the Christ in this reading. This community  
had over-emphasized the importance of the 

Holy Spirit in their spiritual lives. In order to 
balance their theology, St. Paul speaks of 
how Christ must be the center of our lives  
and our love. He is the One who makes our 
lives and our hearts complete. 

GOSPEL 

Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come (Mk 13:33-37).  



ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job 
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist 
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open fo-
rums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on 
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with 
each other so that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd 
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
By Pat Marrin, Celebration Publications 

T he Solemnity of Christ the 
King concludes the liturgical 
year with the assertion that, 

despite the ominous end-of-time 
imagery featured in the preceding 
weeks, God is the ultimate power 
in the universe. 
     But what does God’s power 
look like? If Jesus represents 
God’s kingship, then Divine  
power is both mysterious and 
paradoxical. Earthly power is the 
capacity to force others by threat 
or violence to do what you want. 
Kings are the image of power, 
dominating their subjects and  
their adversaries. 
     The title of “king” applied to 
Jesus is ironic in that, throughout 
his earthly life, he never claimed 
political or physical power other 
than the power of words. He was a 
preacher, teacher, storyteller. He 
sought out powerless people, often 
the victims of power — the poor, 
sick and social outcasts. In his 
confrontation with the power 
structures of his own time, he did 
not resist, but surrendered himself 
to violent abuse and an unjust 
death. The evangelists depict his 
death as a kind of parody of 
kingship. Jesus is cloaked in 
purple, crowned with thorns, 
enthroned on a cross between two 
thieves, mocked as the “King of the 
Jews.” His crucifixion is a sign of contradiction that 
turns upside down any notion of power and control. 
     It is a fact of history that the emerging institutional 
Church found two of Jesus’ radical witnesses — 
pacifism and voluntary poverty — too difficult to  
sustain in practical terms. By the third century, the 
official Church was on its way to becoming one of  
the wealthiest and most dominant powers in the  
West. 
 

S piritualizing Jesus as a king is one way to 
distinguish his power from earthly power.  
But we should not miss the witness of his life as 

radically poor and powerless as his way of revealing 
that God shares these characteristics.  

As absolute Love,  
God does not force  

the Divine will.  
 

      God does not threaten 
transgressors to get them to  
obey. God does not withhold 
forgiveness to shame sinners. 
 God does not prevent us from 
making mistakes or hold our 
failures over us when we seek  
to repent. 
     The power Jesus practiced  
was self-emptying love and 
unlimited mercy. He mirrored 
perfectly his Abba in this, for God 
is the source of unconditional love, 
a never-ending offering of divine 
life to sinners. This is God’s very 
nature, and God has no other 
name than Mercy. 

W hat does this love and 
mercy look like in 
Jesus’ disciples in 

today’s world? Today’s readings 
offers two views. First, in  
Ezekiel, God is presented as a 
compassionate shepherd. Jesus 
found this image a perfect 
description of God. Shepherds 
were, in fact, the lowliest of 
peasants, hired to wander with  
the flocks in search of pasture. 
Jesus’ parable of the good 
shepherd is less about power  
than vulnerability and extravagant 

love. His shepherd leaves the whole flock to find a 
single lost sheep. His shepherd will offer his life for the 
sheep. What sensible person would do either? 
     In Matthew, Jesus tells us where to find him:  
 

The Lord of the Universe has disappeared among 
the hungry, thirsty, naked, lost, sick, imprisoned, 

alien and persecuted of this world. Our King is 
hiding in the least of our brothers and sisters.  

 

The one power he exhibits is to move our hearts to 
compassion. His very poverty invites us to exercise the 
power we share with God as his image and likeness — 
the power to love. This is the essence of our royal 
priesthood, the power to sacrifice ourselves for others. 
This is how we honor and imitate our King. 
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Lord you are my shepherd. 
Even when lost in the dark valley 
I do not fear and there is nothing  
I shall want. You guide me along  

your path to the resurrection,  
anoint my head with fragrant oil  

and spread a table of goodness  
before me. To speak your goodness 

is to sing your praises in the  
kingdom of your Son Jesus. 

Amen. 



VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Follow us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

12/2 & 12/3 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Hermann 
 S. Klean 
 W. Krol 
 R. Lamparski 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox/ M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes 
 A. Lloyd 
 A. McCoy 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Lorenz 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 I. Cox 
 C. Conrad 
 B. Findura 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 

LECTORS  R. Coe 
 M. Hamiilton 

 K. Oliver 
  

 D. Roti 
 C. Bannon 

 P. DeWilkins 
 D. O’Connor 

 P. Hambrick 
 G. Rekar 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 P. Lynch 
 E. Arduino 
 M. Maciulewicz 

 A. Scumaci 
 K. DeHaan 
 E. Villalobos 

 L. Becker 
 D. Flanagan 
 M. Flanagan 

 P. Baggio 
 E. Gacek 
 B. Paradowski 

 A. D’Andrea 
 A. D’Andrea 
 C. Soltys 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 J. Connelly 
 G. Roy 
 J. Paluch 
 M. Paluch 
 L. Jeffrey 
 L. Coe 
 C. Innis 
 C. Lundgren 
 T. Lundgren 
 C. Hamilton 
 G. Yakes 
 T. Hanlon 

 K. McSwain 
 D. Houha 
 P. Rodgers 
 L. Avila 
 S. Avila 
 F. Mankowski 
 M. O’Connor 
 K. Oliver 

 D. Gurka 
 B. Kemp 
 R. Hicks 
 T. Cohoon 
 J. Misiunas 
 B. Kandel 
 T. Krull 
 S. Arcos 
 V. Patrizi 
 J. Klomes 
 P. Skowronek 
 B. Hall 

 D. Pacholski 
 M. Quinn 
 R. Laud 
 J. Weger 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 D. Benker 
 E. O’Connor 
 C. Davis 
 A. Weishaar 
 M. Broderick 
 J. Nemec 
 J. Eisenberg 
 L. Gent 

 T. Welser 
 J. Holmquist 
 T. Scorzo 
 M. Miller 
 M. O’Connor 
 D. Sigourney 
 S. Ivey 
 C. Holmquist 
 C. Carney 
 R. Dollah 
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