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Ten Thousand Villages… 
      This weekend, November 18 and 19, will be our 
very popular Annual Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade 
World Market Craft Fair in O’Mara Hall, hosted by our 
Social Action Ministry. This trade show offers beautiful 
and unique items crafted by people in Third World na-
tions. It has always been a big hit among our parishion-
ers who are looking for something lovely and unusual 
for upcoming Christmas gifts.  
 
Our Parish Women’s Club… 
      Our Women’s Club meet this Tuesday, Nov. 21, at 
7:00 PM, in the McBrady Center. All are welcome. 
 
The Thanksgiving Day Mass... 
      The best kept secret in our parish is how wonderful 
our Thanksgiving Day Mass celebration is. The mem-
bers of  the congregation all know specifically what 
they are coming to church to thank God for on that 
morning. Everyone sings their hearts out in praise of 
God. It is perhaps one of the most beautiful of our litur-
gies throughout the year. Thanksgiving Day Mass will 
be on this Thursday, Nov. 23, at 9:00 AM.  
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
      This coming Thursday, as I celebrate the parish 
Thanksgiving Day Mass, I personally will be grateful for 
the parishioners of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. Your 
continued good stewardship in stepping forward to  
minister to the many needs of our community through 
our numerous outreach programs like A.A., the St.  
Vincent De Paul Society, HO.P.E. Ministry [a support 
group for the unemployed], the St. Monica Ministry 
[assisting victims of domestic violence], the Bereave-
ment Ministry, the Prayer Shawl ministry, and the  
many good works of our Social Action Ministry, all  
turn our parish into a field hospital caring for the needs 
of others. Our pastoral care of people in our local nurs-
ing homes, and our homebound, offer spiritual support 
to the aged and infirm.  
     Your work to pass on the faith to the next generation 
through our weekly Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the 
Religious Education Program, and the Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin School, carry on Christ’s mission of spread-
ing the good news of the gospel.  
     All the efforts made to strengthen the bonds of  
community through our Women’s Club, Men’s Club, 
and our Seniors of Seton, all build camaraderie in our 
community. All the work done by those in liturgical  
ministry help our parish to give God true praise.  
So much is done by so many, and all these efforts are 
truly inspirational. I thank God on Thanksgiving Day  
for all that you do in His name! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

The Parish Purgatorial Society… 
       Your offertory envelope packet contains an enve-
lope for the Parish Purgatorial Society. In conjunction 
with the Feast of All Souls, the Parish Purgatorial Soci-
ety allows us to list a number of deceased loved ones 
whom we wish to remember at a series of monthly 
Masses throughout the year. These Masses are said 
regularly in our church, and at other times by the parish 
priests throughout the year. You can return this enve-
lope with your weekend offering in the next few weeks. 
 

Church Safety... 
      With recent church shootings continuing in the 
news, people may be wondering about church safety 
here. Former Orland Mayor Daniel McLaughlin would 
have a semi-annual breakfast for our area clergy which 
I would attend. At one such gathering he invited Orland 
Park Police Chief Tim McCarthy to speak with us. 
Some of the area ministers wondered whether we 
should lock the church doors once services begin. This 
was analyzed as not helpful, as it could mean that we 
lock the shooter into the church and police responders 
out. Arming our Greeters or parishioners, could mean a 
shooting could break out within the congregation by 
people who think they are taking down the shooter, but 
instead might harm another armed parishioner. There 
is little one can do about this effectively in a worship 
space, an open shopping mall space, or other open 
areas, outside of charging the shooter, if you are near 
the shooter. Many years ago we installed surveillance 
monitors at our church entrances; but the person at the 
front office desk if occupied by a ringing phone, or 
other person at the desk, may not even see someone 
enter the building. We live in a very difficult time. Our 
Archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal Cupich, as well as so 
many others have called for common sense new gun 
laws. This process may take time, but ultimately has 
been effective in other societies. In the mean time, if 
you see something out of the ordinary, do not hesitate 
to call the Orland Hills police. 
 

The Annual Parish Financial Report 

      Every family in the parish will be getting in the mail 
a copy of the annual financial report for 2016-2017. 
Thanks to all for their generosity and good stewardship. 
Thanks to the parish staff and Parish Finance Council 
for their hard work and wisdom as we prudently use  
our financial resources, especially Seton Business 
Manager, Donna Stolinski, Seton Parish Consultant, 
Joe Dillon. 

Keep Smiling! 

  

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace: 
we thank your for the gift of life: 

for the breath that sustains life, for the food of this earth that nurtures life, 
for the love of family and friends, without which there would be no life. 

 
We thank you for the mystery of Creation: 

for the beauty that the eye can see, for the joy that the ear may hear, 
for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder, 
for the expanse of space that draws us beyond the definitions of ourselves. 

 
We thank you for setting us in communities: 

for families who nurture our becoming, 
for friends who love us by choice, 

for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily tasks, 
for strangers who welcome us into the midst, 

for people from other lands who call us to grow in understanding, 
for children who lighten our moments with delight, 

for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future. 
 

We thank you for this day, 
for life and one more day to love, 

for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace, 
for neighbors and one more person to love, and by whom be loved. 

for your grace and one more experience of your presence. 
for your promise to be with us, 

to be our God, and give us salvation. 
 

For these all blessings we give you thanks, eternal loving God,  
through Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen. 
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St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
FAIR TRADE ARTISAN WORLD MARKET 
      Saturday, Nov. 18    9:00am-7:00pm 
      Sunday, Nov. 19     8:00am-1:00pm 
Please join our world market in the downstairs O’Mara Hall. 

 
 
 

Hospitality offering light refreshments, featuring 
Fair Trade coffee, candies, soup, chili, and dips. 
Sponsored by the Seton Social Action Ministry. 

 
 
 
 

AS WE ENTER THIS SEASON OF GIVING, let us remember that a gift  
can create new possibilities for those living in need. This Christmas, as 
we prepare for the coming of Christ, we can fulfill the hope of Christmas 
for our disadvantaged brothers and sisters by exchanging fair trade gifts. 
Your purchases will bring a renewed spirit of hope to the artisans who 
create them by helping the light of Advent shine in their daily lives. 
When you purchase one of the beautiful fair trade gifts, you are standing 
in solidarity with the artisans who created them, and helping them to 
live and work in dignity.  
     Young women have a brighter and better future. Children are able to 
attend school and create their own due to the added income fair trade 
brings to their families.  Each week we will highlight just some of the 
groups and artisans. 
     Please prepare for your holidays prayerfully, give generously and shop 
responsibly to have a miraculous impact on those most in need. Fair 
Trade items provided by Ten Thousand Villages, one of the world’s oldest 
and largest Fair Trade organizations. All purchases will help to  
alleviate poverty through trade rather than aid. 
 LINENS             ORNAMENTS        BEAUTIFUL KNITS  COFFEE                   
 JEWELRY         HOME DECOR       CHOCOLATES     TABLE TOP 
 SOUPS/DIPS     BASKETS     TOYS/GAMES          MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
 GLOBAL TREASURES              STATIONERY        AND MORE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Rajana Association is a 
nonprofit organization for income 
generation and skills training, 
producing fair trade products 
using traditional Cambodian skills 
with contemporary designs. The 
name “Rajana” means “design” in 
Khmer. Rajana Association 
focuses on the rural and urban 
poor, and small producers of 
handicrafts. Rajana trains young 
Cambodians in traditional craft–
making skills, as well as in 
accounting, marketing, computer 
courses and English. Through 
development of traditional craft–
making skills, Rajana helps 
maintain and rebuild Cambodia’s 
rich cultural traditions, damaged 
in the country’s wars. 

     Rajana Association began in 
1995 as an income–generating 
project of the British 
nongovernmental organization 
Southeast Asian Outreach UK. 
Since 2000 Rajana has been 
owned and operated by 
Cambodians.  

     Ten Thousand Villages buys 
jewelry and home decor from 
Rajana Association. Ten 
Thousand Villages has been 
purchasing from Rajana since 
2007. 

Gifts that 
give twice® 

Fair Trade Since 1946 

 
SUPPORTING 

FAMILIES 
ACROSS 

THE GLOBE 

Gifts that 
give twice® 

Fair Trade Since 1946 
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Sat., Nov. 18 (5pm) Patricia Pasco; James Barracca 
Sun., Nov. 19 (7:15am) For All Parishioners; Patty Litton 
(8:30am) Charles Lofrano; Maria Roti 
(10am) John Ross; Carolyn Roy 
(11:30am) Mark Guinee; Wayne Larson 
Mon., Nov. 20 (9am) Maria Roti; Members of the Burke Family 
Tues., Nov. 21 (9am) Frank Gildea, Sr.; Gerry Fitzgerald 
Wed., Nov. 22 (9am) Nick Begley; Nick Fitzgerald 
Thurs., Nov. 23 (9am) NO INTENTIONS 
Fri., Nov. 24 (9am) Raymond L. Peterson; Dorothy Kodl 
Sat., Nov. 25 (5pm) Theresa Labus; Carolyn Roy 
Sun., Nov. 26 (7:15am) Dolores Ernst; John Vitkovic 
(8:30am) George Kenealy; For All Parishioners 
(10am) James Barracca; Eleanor Bukala 
(11:30am) Thomas Manning;  
Eugene L. Dolan (40th Anniversary) 
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Jason and Jacqueline Albright 
(Child: Quinn Albright) 
Hilary Ortiz and Ryan Murphy 
(Child: Coen Murphy) 

 
WELCOME 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   David Herbst 
   Dennis Jeffries 
   Bob Parzatka 
   Donna Teschke 
   Mary Morajda 
   Lisa Viola 
   Patrick McGrath   

         
And for our deceased: 
Lois Eckert 
Dolores Kane 
Francisco Sanchez 
Priscilla Kirn 
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 11-12-17: 
$30,323.72 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SAVE THE DATE for these 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

at St. Elizabeth Seton! 

Please pray for this couple preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Kerri Doherty and Luke Betley; 12-9-17 

 
WEDDINGS 

St. Vincent DePaul PADS Christmas Collection 
Beginning the First Sunday of Advent through the 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Seniors of Seton 
Advent Morning of Reflection 

Thursday, Dec. 7, 10am, McBrady Center 
 

Respond Now Toy Drive Collection 
Saturday, Dec. 9/Sunday, Dec. 10 

Drop off your unwrapped gifts in the Narthex 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Christmas Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 3pm 

Gala Fundraiser follows in McBrady Center 
 

Children’s Living Nativity/ 
Men’s Club Donuts with Santa 

Sunday, Dec. 17, after Masses, Church Hall 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 7pm 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS 
Thursday, Nov. 23   9:00 am 

   A special table will be set in the main aisle 
of the church and parishioners are invited to 
bring the bread and wine they plan to serve 
at their family dinner for a special blessing. 
Refreshments served in the Church Hall 
following this special Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Our Thanksgiving Collection 
   All the monies collected for SVDP Society 
now and during Advent are used for the 
needs of those within our parish boundaries. 
Funds are distributed on a very confidential 
basis by volunteer members of the SVDP. 
You are consistently generous in making 
donations through our SVDP boxes at the 
entrances to the church and when we make 
a special appeal. Every penny of support is 
used for emergency assistance. 

Fr. Bill Gubbins 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The parish offices will be closed 
on Thursday, Nov. 23 and Friday, Nov. 24, for the holiday.  
The parish staff wishes all a safe and blessed Thanksgiving. 



Never Grow Weary 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 
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There is a Norwegian proverb that reads: 
Heroism consists of hanging on 

one minute longer. 
 

W hen I was a child in elemen-
tary school one of the stories 
assigned to us in our textbook 

for literature had that title and It told the 
story of a young boy who had fallen 
through the ice while skating and was 
left clinging, cold and alone, to the 
edge of the ice with no help in sight.  
As he hung on in this seemingly hope-
less situation he was tempted many 
times to simply let go since no one was 
going to come along to rescue him. But 
he held on, despite all odds. Finally, 
when everything seemed beyond hope, 
he clung on one minute longer and af-
ter that extra minute help arrived. The 
story was simple and its moral was 
simple: This young boy lived because 
he had the courage and strength to 
hang on one minute longer. Rescue 
comes just after you have given up on 
it, so extend your courage and waiting one minute longer. 
     This tale of physical heroism makes a clear point: 
 

Heroism often consists in staying the course  
long enough, of hanging on when it seems hopeless, 

of suffering cold and aloneness  
while waiting for a new day. 

 

     Scripture teaches much the same thing about moral 
heroism: In the Second Letter to the Thessalonians, Paul 
ends a long, challenging admonition by stating: You must 
never grow weary of doing what is right [2 Thes 3:13]. And 
in his letter to the Galatians, Paul virtually repeats the Nor-
wegian proverb: Let us not become weary of doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up [Gal 6:9]. 
     This sounds so simple and yet it cuts to the heart of 
many of our moral struggles. We give up too soon, give in 
too soon, and don’t carry our solitude to its highest level. 
We simply don’t carry tension long enough. 
     All of us experience tension in our lives: tension in our 
families, tension in our friendships, tension in our places of 
work, tension in our churches, tension in our communities, 
and tension within our conversations around other people, 
politics, and current events. And, being good-hearted peo-
ple, we carry that tension with patience, respect, gracious-
ness, and forbearance—for a while! Then, at a certain 
point we feel ourselves stretched to the limit, grow weary 
of doing what is right, feel something snap inside of us, 
and hear some inner-voice say: Enough! I’ve put up with 

this too long! I won’t tolerate this any-
more! And we let go, unlike the little 
boy clinging to the ice and waiting for 
rescue. We let go of patience, respect, 
graciousness, and forbearance, either 
by venting and giving back in kind or 
simply by fleeing the situation with an 
attitude of good riddance. Either way, 
we refuse to carry the tension any 
longer. But that exact point: 
 

When we have to choose  
between giving up or holding on,  
carrying tension or letting it go — 

it is a crucial moral site,  
one that determines character. 

 

Big-heartedness, nobility of character, 
deep maturity, and spiritual sanctity 
often manifest themselves around 
these questions: how much tension can 
we carry? How great is our patience 
and forbearance? How much can we 
put up with? Mature parents put up with 
a lot of tension in raising their children. 
Mature teachers put up with a lot of 

tension in trying to open the minds and hearts of their stu-
dents. Mature friends absorb a lot of tension in remaining 
faithful to each other. Mature young women and men put 
up with a lot of sexual tension while waiting for marriage. 
Mature Christians put up with a lot of tension in helping to 
absorb the immaturities and sins of their churches. Men 
and women are noble of character precisely when they 
can walk with patience, respect, graciousness, and for-
bearance amid crushing and unfair tensions, when they 
never grow weary of doing what is right. 
 

Of course this comes with a caveat:  
carrying tension does not mean carrying abuse. 

 

Those of noble character and sanctity of soul challenge 
abuse rather than enable it through well-intentioned acqui-
escence. Sometimes, in the name of virtue and loyalty, we 
are encouraged to absorb abuse, but that is antithetical to 
what Jesus did. He loved, challenged, and carried tension 
in a way that took away the sins of the world. We know 
now, thanks to long bitter experience, that, no matter how 
noble our intention, when we absorb abuse as opposed to 
challenging it, we don’t take away the sin, we enable it. 

 

B ut all of this will not be easy. It’s the way of long 
loneliness, with many temptations to let go and slip 
away. But, if you persevere and never grown weary 

of doing what is right, at your funeral, those who knew you 
will be blessed and grateful that you continued to believe 
in them even when for a time they had stopped believing 
in themselves. 

Out of fear I went off and  
buried your talent in the ground. 

Here it is back 
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DIVINE MERCY 
HOLY HOUR 

SUNDAY, NOV. 19 
3:00 PM 

 
Please join us in our church for the  

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
and praying of the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 When Pope Francis announced that the First World Day of the Poor would take place on November 19, 
2017, he stated that, “Whenever we set out as Jesus loved, we have to take the Lord as our example; especially 
when it comes to loving the poor,” reminding us once again that we should always care for our brothers and  
sisters affected by poverty. 
 The Catholic Campaign for Human Development answers Christ’s call to action by addressing the root 
causes of poverty and injustice in low-income communities through financial support of grassroots initiatives and 
transformative educational efforts. One such organization is the South Side Community Federal Credit Union. 
With the support of a CCHD grant, the SSCFCU has saved over 875 families from foreclosure through housing 
and credit counseling and has reinvested over $1 million in assets in the local economy through interest rate 
loans in neighborhoods that are otherwise vulnerable to high rates of poverty, unemployment, and financial  
instability. 
 By emphasizing self-help, participation, and cooperation, the Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-
ment’s holistic approach leads to increased human dignity and stronger, more economically viable communities. 
To learn more about CCHD’s impact in our communities or to donate online, please visit www.CCHDChicago.org. 
 Your generous support of the CCHD Annual Collection, which will take place on Saturday, Nov. 18,  
and Sunday, Nov. 19, is the primary source of funding for over 20 organizations working to combat poverty  
and injustice in Cook and Lake Counties. It is my prayer that, as we prepare for the annual celebration of  
Thanksgiving Day, you consider contributing to CCHD through this secondary collection and keep its efforts in 
your thoughts and prayers. With every good wish, I remain, 
 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

SECOND 
COLLECTION 

THIS 
WEEKEND,  
NOV. 18/19 



The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry will be in 
the Narthex the weekend of Nov. 18/19, to distribute the 

names for Christmas gifts for the children of St. Procopius. Please follow these guidelines: 
 

 1)  Buy a NEW GIFT OF CLOTHING (No used clothing). 
 2)  Please attach the gift receipt. 
 2)  Wrap the gift. 
 3)  Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
 4)  Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
 5)  Do not bundle gifts. 
 6)  No bows. 
 7) Please return your gift to St. Elizabeth Seton Church BY WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13. 
 

   This year we are only giving gifts of clothing to the children of St. Procopius. If you have 
questions, please call Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

St. Procopius 

Christmas Gift Name Distribution 
For the Children of St. Procopius 

Saturday, Nov. 18 
Sunday, Nov. 19 
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If you have 
selected a name  

for the  
St. Coletta  
Christmas 

Gift Drive… 
please 

remember  
that your 
gift is due  

back to the 
parish office by 
WEDNESDAY, 

NOV. 22. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 
for your 

generosity. 

 
 
 

 
It’s no surprise to all 
of us  that its Cold  
and Flu Season...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are all challenged to do our sensible best to  
avoid getting the flu or passing it on to others.  
Life does and will continue to go on and we will be 
WASHING OUR HANDS MORE, COUGHING AND 
SNEEZING INTO OUR SLEEVES, and staying out  
of crowds when appropriate. We want you to know  
we are well aware of the many concerns people have 
regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this 
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take 
care that health and safety concerns will prevail.  
The reception of Precious Blood will remain available. 
The greeting of “Peace” will continue. If you wish to 
acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting only, 
please do so. May we all be blessed with good health. 

  

 

Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
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Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 5pm 
 
 

Bus transportation provided. 
The celebration continues after Mass 
with a fiesta. There will be traditional 

Music and food at the celebration.  
 

If you are interested in taking a bus to  
St. Procopius Church, please sign-up  

at the counter in the Narthex.  
We will depart the Seton parking lot at 

3:30pm and return by 9pm.  

STATEMENT OF CARDINAL BLASE J. CUPICH, ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO, 
ON THE SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS TRAGEDY [NOVEMBER 6, 2017] 

Once again we must extend our condolences to families suffering the horrific loss of loved ones to an  
act of madness. It would dishonor those lost and those who mourn to simply participate in the routine 
exchange of sympathies underpinned by the sense of futility and hopelessness that has befallen our 
country. 
 

We must recognize that the factors that produce these tragedies will not change unless we take direct 
action to change them. 
 

Comprehensive national gun control policies will not prevent every shooting but it will prevent some. 
Access to mental health care — in legislation founded on the principle that health care is a right not a 
privilege — will not prevent every shooting but it will prevent some and will mean we will have fewer 
podium speeches about our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Let it be our firm resolve to act and to advocate and to end this hideous blot upon our nation. 
 

Honor the memories of the many thousands of gun violence victims by holding accountable those who 
could have done something and did not, who called for study instead of steps toward progress, and who 
gave those Pope Francis has called merchants of death more regard than the dead children, the dead 
men and women we mourn today. 
 

The time to demand action is now. 



2016-2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

    Jim Anderson 
    Bill Bric 
    Lee Junkans 

   Denise Maiolo 
   Mary McKernan 
   George Senick 

Rev. William Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 

Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 

Joseph Dillon, Accountant 

FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
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COMPLIMENTARY THANKSGIVING DINNER 
St Julie Billiart Church, 7399 W. 159th St., Tinley Park, is 
hosting their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday, 
Nov. 23, at 1pm, in the St. Julie Billiart William J. Devine 
Center (located on the parish campus south of the 
Church). Doors open at 12 Noon. This is a FREE event,  
all are welcome. Call 708-429-6767 x245, for details. 

 
 
 

NEAT REPEATS 
Accepting Donations! 

Neat Repeats Resale is accepting woman’s, men’s, and 
children’s clothing, housewares, books and misc. items. 
New and gently used items are always welcome during 
business hours at either store:  
Orland Park    9028 W. 159th St. 708-364-7605 
Worth     7026 W. 111th St. 708-361-6860 
     All sales at Neat Repeats Resale benefit the clients 
served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia, a local 
non-profit organization that provides emergency shelter 
and other services for individuals and families victimized 
by domestic violence. Volunteers are always needed. 

 Please pray with us! 
The Rosary is prayed every day… 

Monday through Saturday,  
after the 8:15 am Mass in church. 

Pray for our ordained:  
Mondays at 7pm and 

Thursdays after 8:15 am Mass 

 

 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
(open to parishioners and community) 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 7-8:30 pm 
Fr. Bill Gubbins Center for Faith Formation 

167th and 94th Ave., Orland Hills 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: 
A representative from the Crisis Center for  
South Suburbia will enlighten our group on  
the organizations’ programs and services  

for victims of Domestic Violence. 

St. Monica Ministry of  
Compassion to the Family 

Tuesday, November 21 
       HOLIDAY MINI TRIVIA GAME NIGHT 
        Parish Life Center 
        Doors open 6:30pm 
        Meeting begins at 7pm 

   We meet on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Prizes! Raffles! Split-the-Pot! 

Chicken Pot Pie, wines will be served. 
Desserts/Appetizers always appreciated! 

Bring a friend and come join the fun! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Page Fourteen THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME November 19, 2017 

Women’s Club 
NEWS 

Certified Nurse Assistant Wanted 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart are seeking a 
part-time day shift Certified Nurse Assistant in their as-
sisted living center at 9201 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, 
IL. Every other weekend, rotate holidays. Inquire and apply 
by calling Karen Hannon at 815-464-3860. 

Brookdale Orland Park 
Seeks Volunteers 

Brookdale Orland Park, Assisted Living and Memory Care, 
16051 S. LaGrange Rd., is looking for volunteers to assist 
in activities and enhance the lives of the residents. Some 
of the programs include saying the Rosary in the morning, 
Bible study, one-on-one visits, assist residents with crafts, 
Trivia, boost your brain games, card games, reminiscing, 
and sing-a-longs. New programs are welcome! For more 
information please call Sharon Puschkar at 708-403-2001. 
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OCTOBER is the month for TRIVIA at St. Elizabeth Seton! 
This year we had record number and packed the room with Trivia challengers... but most came for the fun! Trivia 
Master of Ceremonies, Randy Coe, brought humor to the event and shared interesting and insightful information after 
each Trivia question. Everyone appreciated the opportunity to have a hot and fresh Beggar’s pizza delivered right to 
their table! It was BYOB (and FYI—everyone got home safely). Congratulations to our winners! This year we had a 
tie for First Place. We had three tie breaking questions and each team answered all correctly. We defaulted to having 
these first place teams pick a number between 1-10. We offered a special prize for a Halloween round of questions… 
and once again we had to use a tie-breaker and all answered three tie-breakers correctly! Many thanks to Claudia 
Nolan for organizing the event and to our Trivia Team of volunteers: Randy Coe, Laurie Coe, Marge Quinn, Coleen 
Zegadlo, Cheryl Innis, Debbie Pott, AJ Kunde, Debbie Landgraf, Darlene Raila, Marilyn Crance and Irene Michalski. 
Thank you to all who came out to support the event. Mark your calendars for Sat., Oct. 13, 2018, and join in the fun! 
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A Few Words about the 
Ministry of Prayer... 

from the Perspective of Sacred Space: 
the Reflection Group Members 

     The Sacred Space Prayer Ministry began almost 10 
years ago by our second pastor, Fr. McBrady, who intro-
duced the parish to Sacred Space the Prayer Book. The 
movement comes out of Ireland’s Irish Jesuit community. 
     The prayer book offers short, in-depth meditations on 
the scripture for each day throughout the church year. It 
includes a weekly process of praying with the Scriptures 
that “can be habit-forming”.  This many of our parishion-
ers will attest to. 
     Each year a new edition is published in time for the 
First Sunday of Advent. It is a valuable resource for any-
one who wants to grow in prayer and their relationship 
with God. It takes no more than 15 minutes to read over 
and reflect on the message of the day.  
     Each month a few members of our parish community 
and members of the Scripture Study group go a step fur-
ther and gather to share their reflections on how God has 
touched their lives, and how God works through them. 
The reflection group meets on the first Monday of each 
month in the Fr. Gubbins’ Spirituality Center.  The mem-
bers form a faith community to share the depths of their 
reflections and the richness of God’s friendship with 
them. 
Here are some comments from Sacred Space members:  
“As I make my way through the spiritual life, it is absolutely crucial 
that I have a strong support network walking beside me, willing to 

listen to my fears, welcoming the good that I do...  
The Sacred Space Community does that for me.” 

“Sometimes all it takes is some time alone  
at Sacred Space to center my faith again.” 

“I try to start each day with Sacred Space.”  

“I find it inspiring and useful in 
allowing me to move through my 
day more conscious of the gifts I 

receive from God.” 

You can reserve a copy of  
Sacred Space The Prayer 
Book 2018. Leave your name 
at our parish office by Nov 
10. Cost is $16. Books deliv-
ered Nov. 24, in time for the 
First Sunday of Advent (Dec. 
3). Questions? Call Sr. Eliza-
beth Pardo, 708-533-0335.  

The Seniors of Seton invite all to aThe Seniors of Seton invite all to aThe Seniors of Seton invite all to a   

   

   

ADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNINGADVENT MORNING   
OF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTIONOF REFLECTION   

withwithwith   
FATHER BILL GUBBINSFATHER BILL GUBBINSFATHER BILL GUBBINS   

   

   

Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7Thursday, Dec. 7   
in the McBrady Centerin the McBrady Centerin the McBrady Center   

after 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Massafter 9:00 am Mass   

November 19, 2017 

Knights of Columbus 
Vocation Support Raffle 

The Knights of Columbus are conducting a state-wide 
raffle to benefit Illinois Vocation Support. Funds raised 
support Seminarians as well as University of St. Mary of 
the Lake Seminary in Mundelein. Raffle books are $15 
each (15 tickets per book) and will be sold through No-
vember 22. Prizes include: 1st Prize - $20,000; 2nd Prize 
- $2,500; 3rd - 6th Prizes - $1,000 each; 7th - 20th Prizes 
range from $500 to $100. To purchase a raffle book, con-
tact Tim Sajewski at 708-567-2605 or tim-
sy68@gmail.com. 

Advent Canticle of Waiting 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart warmly invite 
you to an “Advent Canticle of Waiting” on Sunday, De-
cember 3, 4:00-4:45 p.m. in Queen of Angels Chapel at 
St. Francis Woods, 9201 W. St. Francis Road, Frankfort. 

Are You Hurting From Abortion? 
Confidentiality is stressed. Contact the Archdiocesan Pro-
gram Project Rachel at 888-456-HOPE or email: projec-
trachelchicago@gmail.com or visit their website at 
hopeafterabortion.com. 



            Dear Parish Family, 
 
                                             St. Elizabeth Seton’s Music Department has a 30-year 
                                          history of providing quality music to the Southwest  
                                         Suburbs and beyond. Our Sunday liturgies, special  
                                        liturgies and services are enhanced by beautiful,  
                                  spiritual, uplifting music provided by our talented volunteer 
cantors, choirs and liturgical dancers. They are often enhanced by the 
addition of wonderful instrumentalists who travel to our parish from near and 
far to be part of our celebrations. Our two annual concerts are enhanced by a 
full orchestra. Seton’s music is a wonderful mixture of classic, contemporary 
and traditional music. The first concert on Sunday Dec. 10, at 3PM, will be 
followed by a Dessert Gala Fundraiser complete with Ice Cream Sundaes and 
Raffles, wine and beverages. 
 
 Our Music Department relies on donations, our Annual Gala 
Fundraiser, and Ad Books, to continue our tradition of enhancing our music 
with instrumentalists at our concerts and liturgies. In order for the Seton 
Music Department to continue bringing inspirational and beautiful music of 
such high caliber to our communities and parish, we need your assistance.  
 
 A Seton Music Program Sponsorship is a great way for your family to 
show your support for the continuation of presenting quality music to our 
parish and surrounding communities. An Ad Book with your advertisement 
will be included in the program of each of our concerts this year. At each 
concert, we have an expected attendance of over 600 people. The following 
form details available ad size and cost. Most importantly, your gift will enable 
the St. Elizabeth Seton Music Department to continue their gift of music to 
the parish and community.  
 
 God bless you and thank you for considering  
 to become a Seton Music Sponsor. 
 
 Linda McKeague 
 Director of Music 
 St. Elizabeth Seton Parish 
 9300 West 167th Street 
 Orland Hills, IL 
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Seton Music Program Sponsorship 
Yes, I would like to support the 2017-2018 Seton Music Program by becoming a Seton Music Sponsor. 

You are hereby authorized to publish an ad spot for the Concert Series ad book.   
 
 
Name_____________________________________________________ Phone_____________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authorized by/Contact_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
            _____   I am enclosing camera-ready artwork for an ad spot. 
 
            _____   Please use my business card as ad copy. 
 
            _____   Please use exact wording below for my ad: 
 
 
             _____  I will not be placing an ad at this time, however I would like to make a donation 
             to support the Music Program Concert Series. Please accept my donation of 
 
            $___________. 
 
Your ad placement will be featured in an ad book for the following music concert performances: 

Music Sponsor Opportunities: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Whole Note Sponsor (full page [7.5” x 4.5”]): $300 
 
                Half Note Sponsor (half page [3.75” x 4.5”]): $200 
 
                Quarter Note Sponsor (quarter page [1.875” x 4.5”]): $100 
 
Memoriam Page $20 
Your loved one will be remembered on a special memoriam page in our programs at each concert. 
 
Name of Loved One_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

             
Please make checks payable: St. Elizabeth Seton Music 

 
 
 

DEADLINE DATE: November 19, 2017 
PLEASE CONTACT: Linda McKeague, St. Elizabeth Seton Director of Music 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
Annual Concert and Dessert Gala Fundraiser 

December 10, 2017 
at 3pm 

Palm Sunday Cantata 
March 25, 2018 

at 3pm 
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May the Peace and Joy of Christ 

be with you this Christmas 

and throughout the New Year 

Help Support Our 2018 Parish Mission 
CHRISTMAS CARD/NOTE CARD FUNDRAISER 
 
     Speaking of Lent in the Summer and in the 
midst of the Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time, 
may seem strange but we have exciting news. 
We not only are planning for this Mission but 
we are also fundraising with quality “Greeting 
Cards” depicting two beautiful sacred liturgical 
furnishings of St. Elizabeth Seton Church. 
 
 

 
 
 

BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN  

SCULPTED FIGURINES FROM  
OUR CHRISTMAS CRECHE 

$15.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR PLANNED MISSION SPEAKER 
We will welcome an extraordinary gifted Lenten  
Mission Speaker, Arthur (Art) Zannoni. Being Italian,  
Art has a way of telling a story and engaging his  
audience. He is an award winning free-lance writer, 
scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop 
leader and consultant in the areas of biblical studies 
and Christian–Jewish relations. Art is married and  
has two adult married children and an 18 yr.-old son 
and 5 grandchildren. He and his wife Kathy and  
their youngest son live in the twin cities and they  
are members of St. Cecilia Parish in St. Paul.  

BOXED NOTE CARDS 
WITH OUR VERY OWN 

BAPTISMAL FONT 
AT OUR EASTER SEASON  

$10.00 each 
(10 CARDS PER BOX) 

Christmas and Note Cards are available to view/purchase in the parish office. 

Limited quantities 
for purchase. 

Inside of  
note card is 

blank to include 
your personal 

message 

Card 
inscribed with 

a beautiful 
Christmas 
message 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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Seniors of Seton 

BLESSED 
JOHN DUNS 
SCOTUS 
(1266-1308) 

 

Scotus  was one of the most 
influential Franciscans in  
the worlds of philosophy and 
theology and  is probably 
best known for his defense  

of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. Scotus 
served on both the faculties of Oxford University and University 
of Paris.  
 

     BORN AT DUNS IN THE COUNTY OF BERWICK, SCOT-

LAND, JOHN WAS DESCENDED FROM A WEALTHY FARMING 
FAMILY. In later years, he was identified as John Duns 
Scotus to indicate the land of his birth; Scotia is the Latin 
name for Scotland. John received the habit of the Friars 
Minor at Dumfries, where his uncle Elias Duns was supe-
rior. After novitiate, John studied at Oxford and Paris and 
was ordained in 1291. More studies in Paris followed until 
1297, when he returned to lecture at Oxford and Cam-
bridge. Four years later, he returned to Paris to teach and 
complete the doctorate requirements. 
     John pointed out the richness of the Augustinian-
Franciscan tradition, appreciated the wisdom of Aquinas, 
Aristotle, and the Muslim philosophers—and still man-
aged to be an independent thinker. That quality was 
proven in 1303, when King Philip the Fair tried to enlist 
the University of Paris on his side in a dispute with Pope 
Boniface VIII. John Duns Scotus dissented, and was given 
three days to leave France. 
     In Scotus’s time, some philosophers held that people 
are basically determined by forces outside themselves. 
Free will is an illusion, they argued. An ever-practical 
man, Scotus said that if he started beating someone who 
denied free will, the person would immediately tell him 
to stop. But if Scotus didn’t really have a free will, how 
could he stop? John had a knack for finding illustrations 
his students could remember! 
     After a short stay in Oxford, Scotus returned to Paris, 
where he received the doctorate in 1305. He continued 
teaching there and in 1307 so ably defended the Immacu-
late Conception of Mary that the university officially 
adopted his position. That same year the minister general 
assigned him to the Franciscan school in Cologne where 
John died in 1308. He is buried in the Franciscan church 
near the famous Cologne cathedral. 
     Drawing on the work of John Duns Scotus, Pope Pius 
IX solemnly defined the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
in 1854. John Duns Scotus, the “Subtle Doctor,” was be-
atified in 1993. 

UPCOMING TRIPS 

Bring your date book AND 
checkbook to the meetings.  

 

For reservations or questions please 
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731. 

Name/phone must be on all reservations. 
.****Reservations not accepted without payment. 

 

A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA 
FEB. 4—SUNDAY 

Due to popularity of the event, reservation/payment 
due ASAP. Contact Anna or drop off in parish office. 

 

SANFILIPPO CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
DEC 13 — SOLD OUT! 

Wait list forming. Contact Anna. 
 

GREEK MUSEUM and GREEK ISLANDS LUNCH 
JAN.17 – WEDNESDAY 

After exploring Greek heritage and ideals at the National 
Hellenic Museum, we will travel to Greek Islands Restau-
rant for a fabulous family style lunch of Greek specialty 
dishes. Cost is $62/pp. Bus departs at 9:30am from west 
lot for those with paid reservations 

FIRST BUS SOLD OUT! 
WAIT LIST FORMING FOR 2ND BUS- CONTACT ANNA                    

  

 

 

2018 Golden Opportunities Books 
Starting your Christmas Gift list? 

Looking for the perfect present? 
    The 2018 Golden Opportunities 

Books make wonderful gifts! Give 
the gift that gives all year! Each 
book can save thousands of dol-
lars at a variety of  favorite LOCAL 
merchants that include: dining 
pleasures, casual dining, enter-
tainment, sports, retail, and more! 
Many are two for one or multiple 
use coupons. Pick them up  
at our monthly meeting  
or in the parish office.  
Still only $20! 

  

 

 

SENIORS  
OF SETON 
would like  
to wish  
everyone  
a blessed 
and safe 
Thanksgiving! 
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Reflections for 
THIRTY 

FOURTH 
SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY 

TIME 
Nov. 26, 2017 

O God, 
You are my shep-

herd. I do not always 
see the face of your 
Son in my neighbor. 
Free me from being 

judgmental, even 
when I need to make 

good judgments. 
Help me care for and 
pay attention to Je-
sus by joining hands 

with all. Amen.  

It is an upside-down of kingship that next week’s feast presents to us: 
We see royalty in the least and the lowly, by giving aid to them. 

NEXT WEEK: CARING FOR THE LEAST AMONG US — CHRIST 

It is often that when we meet someone in need, on a street corner or a roadway island, or when 
approached for assistance, our hearts are tugged. When does our giving help and when does  
it enable unhealthy behavior? How do we respect the dignity of our sister or brother in need? 
How do I make a good judgment without becoming judgmental? Both those who are blessed 
and cursed ask Jesus, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or  
ill or in prison, and not minister to your need?” How often have I said and heard, “If Jesus  
came and asked, I’d gladly give.” But isn’t that the point of the story? Christ is the one asking 
when our sisters and brothers in need ask and knock on the door of my heart and that of our 
collective humanity. Whatever we do for one of the least of our sisters and brothers, we do for 
Jesus. Some African peoples exemplify this in the concept of ubuntu. When some children were 
told that the first child to win the race to a basket of fruit would get all the fruit, all the children 
joined hands and ran together. Asked why they did that, they answered: “Ubuntu. How can  
one of us be happy if all the others are sad?” How can one of us be satisfied if many of our  
sister and brothers have nothing? The picture of that race helps me begin to understand Jesus’ 
words. He is the King we honor, the Shepherd who calls us to care for his flock. The questions 
remain, but by doing what we can to care for and pay attention to our brothers and sisters, we 
join hands. We care for and pay attention to Christ and he is seen in us. Ubuntu! 

SECOND READING 

FIRST READING 

This parable is about the final judgment when 
Jesus will sit upon his glorious throne and 
divide those who were good from the sinners. 
Jesus uses the image of a shepherd to make 
his point. The judgment is not based upon 
how well one kept a series of prescriptions of 

the law. Jesus has a different set of criteria. 
he judges people according to how well they 
treat their sisters and brothers. If they treat 
them with charity, then they will be welcomed 
into his kingdom. If not, they will be kept out. 
This reading is the source of many of the  
Corporal Works of Mercy. These works are a 
reminder that we must serve those who need 
our help. Throughout the New Testament, 
there are teachings concerning charity toward 
our neighbor. We do works of charity not to 
make ourselves superior to others. Charity  
is an expression of ourselves. We should  
always feel gratitude toward those for whom 
we do things (for they gave us the opportunity 
to express our love). 

REFLECTION 

As for you, my flock, I will judge between one sheep and another (Ez 34:11-12, 15-17). 
The LORD gave Israel and Judah kings and 
had commanded them to shepherd His peo-
ple, but the kings turned into evil shepherds, 
exploiting their flock for their own profit. Dur-
ing the exile (587-539 BC) this image became 

all the more important. The people of Judah 
felt that they had been condemned for their 
sinfulness. They wondered if God loved them 
or cared about them. The shepherd image 
spoke of how much God loved His people. 

Christ will hand over the kingdom to his God and Father so that God may be all in all (1 Cor 15:20-26, 28). 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week 
November 20-November 25: 
Mon.: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Lk 18:35-43 
Tues.: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10 
Wed.: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Lk 19:11-28 
Thurs.: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44 
Fri.: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; Lk 19:45-48 
Sat. 1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40  

Jesus, through his death and resurrection,  
defeated death and gave us life. He is the 
“firstfruits” of those who will rise. The firstfruits 
are usually the best (at least the first corn or 
tomatoes taste that way) and the promise of a 
greater harvest to come. Jesus is that for us,  
the best and the promise that we, too, will 

rise. This destroys the effect of the first sin. 
Adam’s sin brought death into the world. 
Since that first sin, death has been horrific 
and alienating. Now that sin is defeated, and 
we will be one with Christ who will reign for-
ever. We will share in his reign and His glory, 
for we are beloved children of the Lord. 

GOSPEL 

The Son of Man will sit upon his glorious throne and he will separate them one from another (Matt 25:31-46). 



ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job 
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist 
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open fo-
rums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on 
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with 
each other so that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd 
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR Y
 

 

 

OUR WEEK 
Our Image of God

 

 
By Jennifer Green, Celebration Publications 

I  usually begin my high 
school Theology class by 
asking my sophomores to 

reflect on their personal image of 
God. Their initial descriptions of 
God are fairly typical and obviously 
scriptural: father, shepherd, dove, 
Jesus. But they also list several 
images from culture; the two most 
popular are an old man with a 
white beard sitting on a cloud and, 
of course, Morgan Freeman. The 
exercise gets a bit more interesting 
when I challenge my students to 
figure out how their dominant 
image of God was formed.  
     Often, the image is literally just 
that — an image, usually in the 
form of a painting hanging in a 
grandparent’s home. The students 
are surprised when we peruse the 
vast scriptural images of God. 
Pointing out examples of a 
feminine image of God really  
blows their minds. They begin to 
make a connection between their 
personal understanding of God 
and how they, in turn, respond. 

T oday’s Gospel is a familiar 
one. We have a traveling 
master who entrusts his 

possessions to servants. Two 
clever servants use the original 
sum to make more money for their 
master. The third one did not fare 
so well; he made the ill-advised decision to bury the 
one talent given to him. A seemingly obvious question 
can be directed toward the third servant, “What were 
you thinking?” The servant himself answers the 
question: “Master, I knew you were a demanding 
person, harvesting where you did not plant and 
gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear, I 
went off and buried your talent in the ground.” 
     We have a clear contrast in the Scriptures today 
between a group of hard-working and God-fearing 
people and the lone slacker. The readings are pretty 
straightforward about the blessings granted and taken 
away from each. What is the motivation for those that 
do the work and for the servant who does not? In 
Proverbs and Psalm 128, we are told that the 

motivation is “Fear of the Lord.” 
Paul tells us that it is an 
anticipation of the “Day of the Lord” 
that is sure to come when least 
expected. Each person who labors 
is assured a reward. The worthy 
wife is praised at the city gates, the 
psalmist promises fruit in the form 
of family, and Matthew’s servants 
are heaped with hefty praise and 
greater responsibilities. It is only 
the parable’s third servant who is 
left with nothing. He was not 
rewarded because he did not do 
the work required. In fact, he was 
chastised and stripped of the little 
he did have. But how did the 
servant miss the mark by so 
much? Are we not told that he also 
“feared” his master? 
     The servant’s failure to fully 
understand who his master is and 
what is most important to him 
leads the servant to think that 
burying his treasure is the correct 
course of action. His 
misconception of what the master 
demanded caused the servant to 
act out of fear, a fear so deep he 
was afraid to even try and do the 
work expected. 

W e, like all the people in 
today’s readings, are 
called to work with the 

talents our master has given us. 
This requires us to look at our image of God.  

Do we have a “fear of God,” meaning awe 
that inspires a desire to double God’s treasures?  

Or is it a fear and misunderstanding of a punishing 
God that causes us to doubt our own abilities?  

     What image of God, be it a good shepherd or even 
Morgan Freeman, can we carry forward that will help us 
discover and use the gifts we are given so we, too, can 
hear our master’s voice saying:  

“Well done,  
good and faithful servant!” 
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Happy are we, O Lord, 
who are guided along 

the way of wisdom. 
Our daily lives become our temple, 

preparing us to be at home with you 
in church and eventually 

in the heavenly Jerusalem. 
As we eat the fruit of our handiwork, 

we taste some sweetness of heaven. 
Amen. 



VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Follow us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

11/25 & 11/26 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   J. Gaskey 
 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 S. Labus 
 M. Pahl 
 K. Pahl 
 G. Roy/G. Roy 
 K. Roy/M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 J. Esposito 
 C. Esposito 
 M. Foley 
 D. Krieger 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 S. Giovanazzi 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 G. Bauman 
 W. Bric 
 J. Grant 
 J. Keller 
 D. Keller 
 D. Kujawa 
 M. Moore 
 M. Moore 

 E. Esparza 
 E. Esparza 
 M. Hattar 
 J. Islas/L. Islas 
 S. Klean 
 F. McCarthy 
 S. Potts 
 T. Waters/A. Waters 
 J. Waters 

LECTORS  T. Wojcik 
 T. O’Connell 

 D. Houha  B. Hall 
 W. Dendler 

 L. Junkans 
 M. Eisenberg 

 R. Velcich 
 S. Roethle 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 C. Stroz 
 K. Soltys 
 J. Laxamana 

 A. Dennis 
 L. Reiter 
 M. Reiter 

 C. Zufan 
 E. Gacek 
 J. Zufan 

 A. Rihani 
 M. Lingan 
 D. Lingan 

 D. Rediger 
 S. D’Andrea 
 S. D’Andrea 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 D. Cristofaro 
 B. Cristofaro 
 B. Raymond 
 A. Sharp 
 K. Gagliardi 
 J. Murphy 
 M. Gabrione 
 L. Coe 
 T. Doyle 
 AJ Kunde 
 D. Pott 
 C. Innis 

 D. Skrzypiec 
 L. Skrzypiec 
 J. Janiak 
 M. O’Connor 
 T. Federico 
 J. Federico 
 K. Nanfeldt 
 N. Sasso 

 S. Hall 
 J. Austin 
 L. Austin 
 C. Kirk 
 J. Juds 
 T. Leeson 
 M. Galka 
 P. Bergamini 
 C. Hayward 
 M. Dziallo 
 J. Kelly 
 K. Kelly 

 J. Krusenoski 
 S. Weishaar 
 K. Kocher 
 J. Kocher 
 R. Ulrich 
 D. Ulrich 
 K. Engraffia 
 B. Hansen 
 M. Schmidt 
 K. Petrey 
 M. Broderick 
 S. Rosinski 
 E. Pawlak 

 S. Villegas 
 K. James 
 S. Ivey 
 J. Bilas 
 T. Wolski 
 K. Buchanan 
 R. Dollah 
 T. Scorzo 
 M. O’Connor 
 M. Merino 
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