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The Feast of the Epiphany…. 
      This weekend  we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, 
“Little Christmas.” We remember how the Three Kings, the 
wisemen from the East, came bearing precious gifts to wor-
ship the New Born King. We recognize how wise men and 
women from every age similarly recognize the presence of 
the Messiah in the midst of our lives. Sometimes we fail to 
recognize the precious gifts that we have been given by 
God. God-given gifts that we can share and use to build up 
his kingdom. We belittle our own precious gifts thinking that 
we have so few, or that “any old dummy” could do or have 
what we have or do. This is not true. Other “dummies” may 
have the same gifts as us—but do they have the wisdom to 
see the Messiah present in the middle of their life? Do they 
have the generosity of heart to share their gifts: to develop 
them and use them? Do they instead, dismiss these treas-
ures or bury them in the ground? We may be “dummies” but 
with the insight to see the Lord in life, and the generosity of 
heart to share and use the good gifts, a vast difference en-
sues. We put our talents in the hands of the King for his ben-
efit, not ours. We develop a generosity that goes beyond 
reasonable  bounds. On this great feast we are encouraged 
to look at our own giftedness, and reflect on how we can use 
our giftedness to build up God’s kingdom.  
Virtual Ministry/Parish Organization Fair… 
     For some weeks now we have featured in our parish bul-
letin and on our parish website a “Virtual” Parish Ministry and 
Parish Organization Fair. In past years, our Parish Pastoral 
Council [PPC] sponsored this event in our church Narthex as 
a way to highlight all the good things our parish is doing and 
all of our ministries/clubs/groups in which anyone can join. 
This year due to social distancing, etc., we could not have 
this event “in person” but are highlighting all of them through 
our website and bulletin. This Virtual Parish Ministry Fair is 
also a way to invite parishioners to join these ministries/
clubs/groups. Many things are in abeyance at the moment—
but this abeyance will not last and we will be ready to go. 
Please take a look at our many ministries/clubs/groups 
listed. To join or receive information, please fill out and re-
turn the slip found on the bottom of the flyer in this bulletin or 
download on our website. You will be most welcome. 
Good Elves All… 
     Thanks to all the parish staff and maintenance crew for all 
their hard work preparing for our Christmas celebration. 
Thanks to Carlos Bautista, our Director of Liturgy, and Lin-
da McKeague, our Music director, as well as Bob Velcich 
and John Sobol, our two deacons in training, for their won-
derful work in caring for all the details of our celebrations.  
We continue to be grateful to all who volunteered to check 
people in for Mass, took temperatures, distributed Holy  
Communion, and cleaned the church afterward, for all that 
they did over Christmas. We have a great team. 
Our Religious Education Program and  
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School… 
     School resumes virtually in January, with in person ses-
sions scheduled for Monday, Jan. 18. Religious Education 
Sessions resume on Monday, Jan. 25. Our buildings will be 
very quiet over the next few weeks.  
COVID-19 Killers… 
     The parish has purchased bright “St. Elizabeth Seton 
COVID-19 Killer” t-shirts for our Mass volunteers and our 
parish catechists who have so generously stepped forward 

so our parish life of celebrating Mass and passing on the 
faith can continue. We are very grateful to all. 
New Year’s Wishes… 
     One of the great customs of New Year’s is to make New 
Year’s Resolutions—things we are going to work on in the 
coming year. Often we vow to loose some weight, to be  
more active, perhaps to work harder or be more cheerful. 
We resolve to do these things so that life will be better for 
ourselves and others.  
     Perhaps this year we could add some New Year’s Wish-
es to our New Year’s Resolutions. I am sure one thing that 
all of us deeply wish is an end to this COVID-19 virus that 
has caused so much illness and death. At this point there 
are very few families not touched by this deadly illness. Fam-
ily members and friends have become ill and even died of it. 
I am sure we also are wishing for a revival of our economy. 
So much has been closed down and sacrificed to combat the 
spread of this illness. People have lost their businesses and 
jobs. People who have always worked and provided for fami-
lies have lost their homes and gone hungry. These are tough 
times. I am also sure that many of us are wishing for a return 
to “normalcy”—whatever that means. We seem to be living 
in a non-normal world. We yearn for the return of the old: go-
ing out for a meal; visiting with friends without worrying of 
bringing them illness or being infected with the illness by 
them. We want to return to see a live sports event, theater 
performance, or musical concert. We want to get rid of the 
masks! We wish for the normal. But we too must reckon with 
all we have done in sacrificing all of this, so that others may 
remain well and live. We wish for the normal, but we do not 
wish away our goodness that has brought us through 2020. 
     As 2021 comes in: let our resolutions be strong—and  
our wishes be fulfilled. 
Christmas Angels... 
     Please take time to look at our Parish Christmas Creche. 
You will notice “angels” on the Christmas trees beside it. 
These “angels” represent our primary grade Religious Edu-
cation and Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School students. 
These make for a wonderful addition to our parish Christmas 
Creche. The angels also draw families to come and to pray 
at our creche.  
Looking Ahead… 
     At the end of January we will hold our annual Catholic 
Schools Week. There traditionally is an Open House. This 
year things will be different. We will have two open houses: 
Saturday, Jan. 23, and Sunday, Jan. 31 [plus additional 
Open Houses in the spring]. These will be held in a far differ-
ent manner than in the past. More information will be forth-
coming, but please spread the word about our wonderful  
regional school that is part of our parish Mission.  
A Disclaimer… 
     Due to early parish bulletin printing deadlines, we are  
preparing this bulletin in mid-December. By the time this is 
printed, there may be new State of Illinois guidelines for 
church gatherings. Please keep posted to our parish website 
[www.steseton.com] and Facebook page [St. Elizabeth  
Seton Church-Orland Hills] for the most current information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Keep Smiling, 
 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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FOR	YOUR	INFORMATION	The parish office is temporarily closed as a precaution due to the COVID 19 virus. Your parish business can be conducted by calling the parish office at 708-403-0101. Please leave a message and you will be contacted with arrangements to assist your needs.  
Thank	you	for	your	patience	and	understanding. 

Sat., Jan. 2 (5pm) Jozef Slawinski; Peter Vallort 
Sun., Jan. 3 
(7:30am) For All Parishioners; Bernice Panny 
(9:30am) Vince Caputo, Sr.; Richard Hallstein 
(11:30am) Susan Grisko; Blaschke Family 
Mon., Jan 4 (9am) Grace Beissel; Frances McKenna 
Tues., Jan. 5 (9am) Peter Wojcik; Anthony Kolinski 
Wed., Jan. 6 (9am) Bernice Soustek; Carmen Martinez 
Thurs., Jan. 7 (9am) Catherine Clifford; Barry Fitzgibbons 
Fri., Jan. 8 (9 am) Jacob Manka; Gladys Murphy 
Sat., Jan. 9 (5pm) Jack Martin; Maureen Fitzgerald 
Sun., Jan. 10 
(7:30am) Bob Geraghty; Bernice Soustek 
(9:30am) Lois Gardner; Mary LaBanca 
(11:30am) Kathleen Innis; Jack Hayes 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you/family	member	
only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	to	add	name	or	continue	for	two	weeks.	
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Kathy Kocher      Maria Teresita Martinez 
    Haley Galvin       Joseph Mannion 
    Elvira Valdez      Rosemary Sprague 
    Sharon Oskielunas      Mary Pat Morajda 
    Mary Clayton      Jan Klinkner 
 

    And for our deceased: 
    Jason Clark 
        “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”	

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

January 3, 2021 

 
WELCOME 

David Olson 
Courtney Joyce 
(Children: Reagan Joyce and Cameron Olson( 
Vicki Cole 
(Child: Emily Cole) 

Epiphany	House	Blessing	2021	
CHALKING THE DOOR 

     “Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate 
and literally mark the occasion of the Epipha-
ny and God’s blessing of our lives and home. 
The family gathers to ask for God’s blessing 
on their home and on those who live in or visit 
the home. It is an invitation for Jesus to be a 
daily guest in our home, comings and goings, 
conversations, work and play, and joys and 
sorrows. The letters C, M, B have two mean-
ings: the initials of the Magi: Caspar, Melchi-
or, and Balthazar, and abbreviate the Latin 
words, Christus Mansionem Benedicat, “May 
Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs repre-
sent the cross and “21” the year. 

 
 
 

Instructions for Blessing the Home 
Using chalk, mark your front door (or porch) 
with: 20 + C + M + B + 21 while saying: 

					“The	three	Wise	Men,	Caspar,	Melchior,	
and	Balthazar	followed	the	star	of	God’s	Son	
who	became	human	2021	years	ago.	May	
Christ	bless	our	home	and	remain	with	us	
throughout	the	new	year.	Amen.	     Visit,	O	blessed	Lord,	this	home	with	the	
gladness	of	your	presence.	Bless	all	who	live	
or	visit	here	with	the	gift	of	your	love;	and	
grant	that	we	may	manifest	your	love	to	
each	other	and	to	all	whose	lives	we	touch.	
May	we	grow	in	grace	and	in	the	knowledge	
and	love	of	you;	guide,	comfort,	and	
strengthen	us	in	peace,	O	Jesus	Christ,		
now	and	forever.	Amen.”	

     As the chalk fades with time let the mean-
ing of the symbols written sink into the depths 
of our heart and be manifest in our words  
and actions the words, Christus mansionem 
benedictat, “May Christ bless the house.” 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 12-13-2020: $27,208.25 
(envelopes: $18,583.25/e-giving: $8,625.00) 
(FYI:	Collection	 igures	are	back-dated	due	to	early	bulletin	publishing	
deadlines	for	the	Christmas/New	Year	season.)	
Thank you for your generosity. 
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A  generation ago, Karl 
Rahner made the 
statement that there 

would soon come a time 
when each of us will either 
be a mystic or a non-
believer. What’s implied in 
that statement? 
     At one level it means that 
anyone who wants to have 
faith today will need  
to be much more inner-
directed than in previous 
generations. Why? Because 
up until our present genera-
tion in the secularized world, 
by and large, the culture 
helped carry the faith. We 
lived in cultures (often immi-
grant and ethnic subcultures) 
within which faith and religion 
were part of the very fabric of 
life. Faith and church were 
embedded in the sociology. It 
took a strong, deviant action 
not to go to church on Sun-
day. Today, as we know, the opposite is more true. It 
takes a strong, inner-anchored act to go to church on 
Sunday. We live in a moral and ecclesial diaspora and 
experience a special loneliness that comes with that. We 
have few outside supports for our faith. 
     The culture no longer carries the faith and the church. 
Simply put, we knew how to be believers and church-
goers when we were inside communities that helped carry 
that for us, communities within which most everyone 
seemed to believe, most everyone went to church, and 
most everyone had the same set of moral values. Not 
incidentally, these communities were often immigrant, 
poor, under-educated, and culturally marginalized. In that 
type of setting, faith and church work more easily. Why? 
Because, among other reasons, as Jesus said, it is hard 
for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
     To be committed believers today, to have faith truly 
inform our lives, requires finding an inner anchor beyond 
the support and security we find in being part of the cogni-
tive majority wherein we have the comfort of knowing that, 
since everyone else is doing this, it probably makes 
sense. Many of us now live in situations where to believe 
in God and church is to find ourselves without the support 
of the majority and at times without the support even of 
those closest to us, spouse, family, friends, colleagues. 
That’s one of the things that Rahner is referring to when 
he says we will be either mystics or non-believers. 
     But what is this deep, inner-anchor that is needed to 
sustain us? What can give us the support we need? 
What can help sustain our faith when we feel like  
unanimity-minus-one is an inner center of strength,  
meaning, and affectivity that is rooted in something  
beyond what the world thinks and what the majority  

are doing on any given day? 
There has to be a deeper 
source than outside affirma-
tion to give us meaning, justi-
fication, and energy to contin-
ue to do what faith asks of 
us. What is that source? 

I n the gospel of John, the 
first words out of  
Jesus’ mouth are a ques-

tion: “What are you looking 
for?” Essentially everything 
that Jesus does and teaches 
in the rest of John’s gospel 
gives an answer to that ques-
tion: we are looking for the 
way, the truth, the life; liv-
ing water to quench our 
thirst, bread from heaven 
to satiate our hunger. But 
those answers are partially 
abstract. At the end of the 
gospel, all of this is crystal-
lized into one image: 
On Easter Sunday morning, 
Mary Magdala goes out 

searching for Jesus. She finds him in a garden (the arche-
typal place where lovers meet) but she doesn’t recognize 
him. Jesus turns to her and, repeating the question with 
which the gospel began, asks her: “What are you looking 
for?” Mary replies that she is looking for the body of the 
dead Jesus and could he give her any information as to 
where that body is. And Jesus simply says: “Mary.” He 
pronounces her name in love. She falls at his feet. 
 
     In essence, that is the whole gospel: what are we 
looking for, ultimately? What is the end of all desire? 
What drives us out into gardens to search for love? 
The desire to hear God pronounce our names in love. 
To hear God, lovingly say: “Mary,” “Jack,” “Jennifer,” 
“Walter.” 
 

S everal years ago, I made a retreat that began with 
the director telling us: “I’m only going to try to do 
one thing with you this week, I’m going to try to 

teach you how to pray so that sometime (perhaps not this 
week or perhaps not even this year, but sometime) in 
prayer, you will open yourself up in such a way that you 
can hear God say to you—I love you!—because unless 
that happens you will always be dissatisfied and search-
ing for something to give you a completeness you don’t 
feel. Nothing will ever be quite right. But once you hear 
God say those words, you won’t need to do that restless 
search anymore.” 
He’s right. Hearing God pronounce our names in love is 
the core of mysticism and it is too the anchor we need 
when we face misunderstanding from without and depres-
sion from within, when we feel precisely like unanimity-
minus-one. 

MYSTIC OR UNBELIEVER 
By	Rev.	Ronald	Rolheiser	
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When	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judea,	
in	the	days	of	King	Herod,	behold,	magi		
from	the	east	arrived	in	Jerusalem,	saying,		
“Where	is	the	newborn		king	of	the	Jews?”		

—	M  2:1-2        
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FEAST DAY 
Celebration 

Monday, 
January 4 

  

, 
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A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation 
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;  

baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food. 

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish  
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and 
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through 
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned 
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including 
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make 
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth, 
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with 
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and 
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com. 

January Pro Life Drive 
to support COURAGE 

Newborn 
To Size 2 

baby 
clothes 

lotions 
baby wipes 
shampoo 

diapers 
   & Pull-ups 

bibs  



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

          Pray the Rosary 
        with the 

         St. Elizabeth Seton 
        Rosary Prayer Group      

         The Rosary Prayer Group 
     gathers in the church 

                       after 9am Mass on Tuesdays 
                     and Thursdays by our statue,  

                 MARY, SEAT OF WISDOM, to 
offer intentions with the  

          intercession of Mary, and pray 
            the decades of the rosary while  

  contemplating the scenes of our 
      Lord’s life, death and resurrection. 

 
 
 
  
  

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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Seton	Sowers	
Newborns	in	Need	

Newborns in Need volunteers provide care 
necessities to agencies/hospitals serving prem-
ature, ill, or impoverished newborns. Newborns 
In Need distributes these items free of charge. 
Newborns in Need is unable to meet due to the 
current virus but we are still collecting items. If 
you knit, crochet or sew, we would be happy to 
have you make and share baby items for prem-
ature and sick newborns. The group would also 
appreciate donations of baby fabric and yarn 
as well as any financial gifts you want to share. 
For information or for drop off arrangements,  
call Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

On	Gaudete	Sunday,		
the	Third	Sunday		
of	Advent,	Saint	
Elizabeth	Seton	
Church	celebrates	
the	Italian	custom		
of	Bambinelli		

Sunday	annually…		
 

O ur parish children  
who attend our 
parish school,  

Cardinal Joseph  
Bernardin (CJB)  
Catholic School  
participate with their  
families at Mass. On the 
weekend of Dec. 12/13, 
they answered the  
invitation to bring to 
church their Christ child 
figurine from their home 
nativities to be blessed. 
This custom is an  
age-old tradition (from 
Italian roots) celebrated 
annually at our parish, 
connecting our home 
nativity set with our 
church Christmas creche.  

CJB	CATHOLIC	SCHOOL	FAMILIES	CELEBRATE	MASS,		TRADITIONS 
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Spiritual Life Ministry Groups 
Eucharistic Ministers — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Lectors — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Altar Servers — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor  
Greeters — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Sacristans and Assistants — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Adult Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Teen Choir — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Parish Instrumentalists — Linda McKeague, Music Director 
Ministers of Care — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Ministry of Consolation — Doug Benker 
Adult Altar Servers — Kathy O’Sullivan, Doug Benker 
Art and Environment — Carlos Bautista, Liturgy Director 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Rosary Group — Helen Dalka 
Centering Prayer — Marge Quinn 
Divine Chaplet of Mercy — Tom Scorzo 

  
  
  
  
  

Parish Life Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Men’s Club — Mike Zukevic , President 
Women’s Club — Donna Kujawa, President 
Seniors of Seton (SOS) — Doug Benker, President 
Branches Teen Ministry — Bruce Hall 
Young Adult Ministry — Archdiocese of Chicago 
Youth Athletics — Bob Myjak, Athletic Director  
Welcome Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 
Cub Scouts (at CJB) — Contact School 
Boy Scouts — Rose Ucha 
Parish Pastoral Council — Father Bill Corcoran 
Parish Finance Committee — Father Bill Corcoran 
  

Education Ministry Groups and Clubs 
Religious Education Program — Diana Barracca, Mary Vlaming 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School — Kelly Bourrell, Principal 
Baptism Preparation — Father John Zurek 
Marriage Preparation (PreCana) — Frank and Maryola Ward 
Sacred Space — Sister Liz Pardo 
Scripture Study (Adult) — Father Bill Gubbins 
                                               Mary Vlaming 
Book Club— Claudia Nolan 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) — Father Bill Corcoran 
  
  
  

Human Concerns Ministry Groups 
Creation Care Team — Andy Panelli 
Seton Sowers, Newborns in Need — Carol Dimer 
Social Action Ministry — Father John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
        Soup Kitchen — Bernadette Kemp 
                                      Nancy Arredia 

Sharing Parish-St. Procopius Church — Doug Benker 
SWIFT (Southwest Interfaith Team) — Carol Davis 
Right for Life — Darlene Raila 
Fair Trade Events — Darlene Raila 
                                     Sue Rosinski 
Respond Now — Elizabeth Wisnasky 

St. Vincent DePaul Society — Father Bill Gubbins 
                                                        Marybeth Walter 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
HOPE Employment Ministry — Arnie Skibinski 
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Carol Donnelly 
Heartwarmers — Leslie Skrzypiec 
St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the Family — Kathy Galvin 
Kolbe House Jail Ministry — Doug Benker 

To reach a Parish Ministry/Club leader fill out the form below and drop it in the collection box and they will contact you. 

Education Ministry Groups 
Education Ministry Clubs 

Parish Life Ministry Groups 
Parish Life Ministry Clubs 

Spiritual Life Ministries and  
Human Concerns Ministry Groups 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 

  

VIRTUAL Parish ministry fair 

Come Follow Me 
We are all blessed  

with gifts and talents.  
Is God calling you  
to share your faith,  

time and talents  
with others?  Parish group/club leaders are eager to assist you in learning more 

about the different ministries/groups/clubs, and explore where  
God might be calling you to share your faith, time, and talent.  

Maybe it’s time to give back. Join us! Please fill out the form below and return to the  
parish or drop off in our collection box. The ministry/club leader will contact you.  

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE ______________________________________  EMAIL  __________________________________________________ 
MINISTRY OF INTEREST _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 
 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 NEW HOURS Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is offered on Saturday, between 4:00-4:30pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 
 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper 
Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith 
Team); Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Prayer offered on Wednesdays following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to  
promote positive environmental change through education, 
individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si. The group meets the third  
Monday each month in the Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy 
Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal  
or to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skryzpiec at 
708-349-4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for spiritual, physical or emotional com-
fort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly 
meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the 
parish office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
Donations of yarn/fabric/baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For 
information/meeting dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
The HOPE Employment Ministry is available to provide  
assistance to anyone who is seeking employment or a career 
change. If you require assistance with the job search process, 
including resume review, networking or interview skills, please 
contact askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,  
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing  
their experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve  
their common problem and help others to recover. The only  
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th 
Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-
429-2507 or 708-269-9853. Virtual meeting information at: 
https://www.familiesanonymous.org/meetings/virtual-meetings/ 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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The global pandemic has forced many of us to stay home since it hit back in March. 
It also forced our parish to adapt her liturgical activities, formation 

sessions, and our daily/weekly celebration of the Holy Mass.  
Thus, I created this YOUTUBE channel for our parishioners  
to virtually continue our Spiritual and Liturgical Formation. 

I invite all to subscribe to this YOUTUBE channel and get involved in 
our discussions, conversations, and formation sessions as we dive deeper  
into the mysteries of our faith through the Liturgy and parish spirituality. 

You may simply take your smartphone and scan the QR code above 
or type the URL into the address bar of your web browser to get started. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

I look forward to continuing this journey with everyone! Stay safe and God bless! 
  

Carlos Bautista, MALS, St. Elizabeth Seton Director of Liturgy 

Introducing 
a YouTube 
Channel 

dedicated to 
the growth 

of the 
Liturgical  

and Spiritual 
Formation 

of  
St. Elizabeth 

Seton 
Parishioners! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrkjPhaXNUoq0pw3JaPJorg 
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Portiuncula Center for Prayer 
9263 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, IL 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
“I	invite	you	to	open	the	door	of	your	heart		
and	stand	on	the	threshold	of	your	own		

particular	path.”	—	Joyce	Rupp	
 

OPEN THE DOOR—VIRTUAL RETREAT VIA ZOOM 
1/11/21-1/15/21  10-11am  Fee: $60 

Beginning a new year is like standing in the threshold of 
possibilities. This virtual retreat features one-hour opening/
closing sessions that include music, prayer, meditation, 
and sharing. During the week we ask you to dedicate at 
least 30 minutes a day, free from work or daily tasks. You 
might choose to read, walk, write, pray, rest, color, or med-
itate. Inspirational readings, poems, videos, and music will 
be sent as part of your retreat. Feel free to visit St. Francis 
Woods and enjoy the sacred grounds. A 45-minute Spiritu-
al Direction session is included and will be scheduled at 
your convenience. Zoom links will be emailed along with 
materials. Facilitators: Janice Keenan, OSF, Megan 
Beutel, Norma Janssen, OSF. 

 
SOUL COLLAGE® 

1/18/2021  9am-12 Noon  Fee: $35 
SoulCollage® is a process which begins as simple creative 
fun, but which suddenly may surprise and awaken you! 
Learn to access your intuition and begin to create an in-
credible deck of collaged cards with deep personal mean-
ing. Artistic ability is not needed, and all materials will be 
provided. Facilitator: Amanda Clark Reed. 

 
WOMEN’S SACRED SPA DAY/WINTER WELLNESS 
1/23/2021  9:30am-4:30pm  Fee: $100 

Sacred Spa Day includes 90 minute Sacred Gong Sound 
Healing Meditation, 30-minute individual bodywork, lunch, 
group sessions, and optional activities. In this first month  
of a new year, we will be honoring body, mind, and spirit. 
We will begin by setting an inspirational tone in the context 
of prayer and ritual followed by a Healing Sacred Gong 
Ceremony. These vibrational sounds energize and quiet 
body, mind, and spirit, while providing space for inner heal-
ing. The day also includes 30 minutes of individual body-
work, and opportunities to nurture your spirit, ending with 
time for conversation and reflection on the day. Bring mat, 
pillows, blankets for the Gong Ceremony. Zero gravity 
chairs are available for those who prefer to be in a chair. 
Indicate this preference at the time of registration. Facilita-
tors: Janice Keenan OSF, Marian and Gabriela Kraus. 

 
To register for any of these events or 

for more informa on contact: 
www.por orprayer.org or 815-464-3880,  

or email to info@por orprayer.org 
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 SAINT OF THE WEEK 

SAINT JOHN NEUMANN 
1811-1860 

JOHN	NEUMANN	WAS	BORN	in what is now the Czech Republic. After studying in Prague, he came to New York at 25 and was ordained a priest. He did missionary work there until he was 29, when he joined the Redemptorists and became its irst mem-ber to profess vows in the United States. He contin-ued missionary work in Maryland, Virginia and Ohio, where he became popular with the Germans.      At 41, as bishop of Philadelphia, he organized the parochial school system into a diocesan one, in-creasing the number of pupils almost twentyfold within a short time. Gifted with outstanding organiz-ing ability, he drew into the city many teaching com-munities of sisters and the Christian Brothers. Dur-ing his brief assignment as vice provincial for the Redemptorists, he placed them in the forefront of the parochial movement.      Well-known for his holiness and learning, spiritu-al writing and preaching, on October 13, 1963, John Neumann became the irst American bishop to be beati ied. Canonized in 1977, he is buried in St. Peter the Apostle Church in Philadelphia.  
COMMENT 
Neumann took seriously our Lord’s words, “Go and 
teach all nations.” From Christ he received his in-
structions and the power to carry them out. For 
Christ does not give a mission without supplying the 
means to accomplish it. The Father’s gift in Christ to 
John Neumann was his exceptional organizing abil-
ity, which he used to spread the Good News. Today 
the Church is in dire need of men and women to con-
tinue in our times the teaching of the Good News. 
The obstacles and inconveniences are real and cost-
ly. Yet when Christians approach Christ, he supplies 
the necessary talents to answer today’s needs. The 
Spirit of Christ continues his work through the instru-
mentality of generous Christians.  

         A Golden Opportunities allows you to save thou-
sands of dollars at a variety of your favorite local mer-
chants that include: dining pleasures, casual dining, 
entertainment, sports, retail, and more!  

Available in the Parish Office 
Please call the parish office at 708-403-0101 

to set up a pickup time. 

Only 
$20! 

A great way in 
supporting  

local businesses 
during the 

COVID-19 
pandemic! 

Makes a great gift! 

Seniors of Seton 

Seniors of Seton wish all  
a very Healthy, Happy, 

and Safe New Year! 
Though we are unable to gather 

together at this time, please  
know that we are keeping our  

fellow members and all parishion-
ers in our thoughts and prayers. 

We’re looking forward to  
brighter days ahead in 2021!  



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD January 3, 2021 Page Fourteen 

Monday 
Jn 3:22—4:6 
Mt 4:12-17,  

23-25 

Tuesday 
1 Jn 4:7-10 
Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday 
1 Jn 4:11-18 
Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday 
1 Jn 4:19—5:4 

Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday 
1 Jn 5:5-13 
Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday 
1 Jn 5:14-21 
Jn 3:22-30 

Sunday 
Is 55:11 
1 Jn 5:19 
Mk 1:7-11 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK JANUARY 4-JANUARY 10] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S FOCUS: 
GOD MAKES THE ORDINARY— 

EXTRA-ORDINARY 
Many	times	in	the	mission	of	Jesus,	God	uses	common-
place	things-river	water,	sinful	men	and	women,	bread	
and	wine—to	reveal	the	uncommon,	divine	grace.	
  FIRST READING 
Behold	my	servant	with	whom	I	am	pleased;	he	shall	bring	
forth	justice	to	the	nations	(Isaiah	55:1-11).	The words of the prophet come in the form of an invita-tion rather than a warning. Rather than accentuating gloom and doom, Isaiah proclaims the bounty of a God who freely gives.  God promises the gifts of forti ication without needing to be reimbursed! Instead, he wants one thing: for the people to listen to him. God makes his de-sire known: “Come to me heedfully, listen, that you many have life.” 	
  SECOND READING 
God	anointed	him	with	the	Holy	Spirit	(1	John	5:1-9).	John argues that keeping the commands of God is the es-sential way that people can be assured that they are God’s children. Disciples of Jesus are to understand God’s commands as a way “to conquer the world.” John makes it abundantly certain that conquering the world cannot be done according to one’s own design and one’s own spiritual prowess, rather only “the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” can do this. The three forms of testimony are water, blood and the Spirit. John under-stands the water to be a symbol for Jesus’ purity and the blood to be a symbol for his sufferings. The Spirit recog-nizes both the spotlessness of Jesus’ mission and the full-ness of his sacri ice. Likewise, disciples are to strive for purity in their relations and complete dedication in their faith.	

  GOSPEL 
You	are	my	beloved	Son,	with	you	I	am	well	pleased	
(Mark	1:7-11).		John sought to prepare hearts for the coming of God’s Kingdom; his baptism was a visible means of sealing con-version. Jesus may not have needed any sort of conver-sion but his willingness to be baptized represents his to-tal allegiance to the Kingdom. In the water, Jesus himself becomes the very sign of the dawning of the Kingdom. As Jesus emerges from the water, John sees the Spirit de-scend upon him and declare: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” This is not the sealing of con-version, but the acknowledgement of love. This moment in Jesus’ life reassures him that everything he does from this point forward in making God’s Kingdom a reality, he does not do alone. This is what makes John’s prophetic words about Jesus baptizing with the Spirit so true; the mission of Jesus is not simply to convert hearts but to establish a relationship in which his followers believe themselves to be beloved by God. 
  REFLECTION A baby is clothed in a fancy white garment. The priest of deacon, using water, sprinkles (or pours or dunks) and says, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Thankfully, the child doesn’t cry. We eat a good meal and slice the cake. It’s nice… A traveler visited Israel and shares this experience: “When I visited Israel a few years ago, I rolled up my pant legs to stand in the “spot” in the River Jordan. The water was warm. The sun was hot. Hmm, I thought, so this is where Jesus was baptized. Frankly, it didn’t look like much. Slow muddy water, sort of a creek, about 10 ft. across, with scrubby plants and reeds on either side… Then bam! The heavens tore open! God does something new. God is here. God is near.” The action is fast in the Gospel of Mark. The man from Nazareth is baptized by John; the mighty man of God goes to the desert to wrestle with the devil; the wonder-worker heals the wounded; the divine hero drives out demons. It all starts right here: Jesus arises from that water and heaven’s loodgates burst open. The royal Messiah has arrived. The kingdom of God has come. The Almighty, the All-Powerful, has come near to you and me as well. The human actions and words of the sacrament of baptism may not look like much, but God has done something fresh for us, too. Live-ly and bubbling, the Spirit of God dwells within us. Where access to the Divine had once been blocked, the barriers have been burst open. Bam! This is God’s doing, not ours. The Lord of lords, the King of kings, is near to us—always here, always new. 

Sunday, 
January 10, 2021 

Scripture Reflections for 

 
 
 
 

THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD 
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 

Page Seventeen 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-1PM SUNDAY: 9AM-1PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal: Kelly Bourrell    Vice Principal: Jennie Pagliaro    Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

 5:00 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30AM  
GREETERS       

LECTORS      

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

     

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

     

SACRISTANS      

REOPENING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
 

Liturgical ministries will be serving on a limited basis. 
 

Currently, Mass Captains are serving at each Mass time 
to ensure safety restrictions are implemented.  

When the parish returns to 100% capacity, 
we will list the Liturgical Ministry schedule in full. 

 
Due to the Archdiocesan guidelines 

for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 
we will refrain from the  

distribution of Holy Communion  
to the faithful via the chalice. 

 
All Liturgical Minister inquiries  

should be directed to 
Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy, 

cbautista@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 102. 
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