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CORCORAN’S CORNER 
Looking Ahead… 
      Our Finance Council will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
at 7:00 PM, in the Parish Conference Room. 
 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School Open House… 
     Sunday, Jan. 28, begins Catholic Schools Week  
with an Open House in the afternoon, for our U.S.  
Dept. of Education Blue Ribbon for Academic 
Excellence, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 
School, located on our parish campus. All are welcome 
to come and see the excellence in education that this 
school provides our local community. Feel free to pass 
on the word about this truly excellent school. Go over 
and “kick the tires” of and see for yourself what a 
wonderful school it truly is. 
 
The “Angel Fund”.… 
      Next weekend, in conjunction with the celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week, we will be taking up a special 
second collection for families in need who attend the 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School. Tuition costs per 
child is over $5,000, and there are a number of families 
sending children in the school that are in need of 
financial assistance. The “Angel Fund” provides some  
of the resources that the school uses to assist these 
families in need. Please be generous to this second 
collection. 
 
Baby Bassinette Drive for COURAGE... 
      As we have done for five years now in the month of 
January, to commemorate the Supreme Court decision 
of Roe V. Wade which legalized abortion, our parish 
runs a drive for baby goods in support of mothers who 
receive assistance from the COURAGE Program, a 
ministry located at St. Germaine Parish in Oak Lawn. 
COURAGE assists young mothers who may not have 
support from their families. The COURAGE organization 
offers aid during difficult circumstances, where the “tire 
hits the road”, as these young mothers often have to 
raise their child alone. The COURAGE bassinette will 
remain in our church Narthex to collect your donations 
from now until Sunday, Jan. 28. Desired items are 
listed later in this bulletin. 
 
Oberammergau Passion Play 2020… 
      There will be an initial information meeting on 
Sunday, Feb. 11, at 6:30 PM, in the Gubbins Center, for 
the planned trip to experience the Oberammergau 
Passion Play in 2020. All are welcome to attend to 
receive more information on the play and the trip. This 
Passion Play is only performed every 10 years, and 
books out completely. Very early reservations are 
required to insure good seats. 

Results of Pastor Evaluation… 
      Some weeks ago (prior to Christmas), I received the 
results of the evaluation of my being pastor here at St. 
Elizabeth Seton Parish. I invited 18 staff, of which 13 
responded; . A total of 34 others from parish leadership 
in our Parish Council and Finance Council; heads of 
parish organizations; and neighboring priests in our 
Deanery (where I serve as Dean). From these 34 
invitations, 28 responded in offering an evaluation of my 
pastoring. Eighty seven parishioners responded to the 
open invitation I extended from the pulpit and in the 
parish bulletin (for a one-month period). Thankfully the 
large number of responses offered a wide view of my 
work. I am very grateful to all those who offered 
feedback and evaluative comments.  
     The comments made were very humbling. Many 
varied and strongly positive remarks were made. People 
deeply appreciated my thoughtful homilies, felt that I  
was able to reach not only adults but teens and children 
as well, through my preaching. My dedication to the sick 
by visiting hospitals and nursing homes, and my 
presence at wakes was valued and found pastorally 
helpful. My theological reflections on a person’s life  
as I preached a funeral sermon, the work I did to  
capture that person’s life and faith surprised and edified 
surviving family members. My transparency over parish 
finances, encouragement of good stewardship, and 
clearly laying out parish and Archdiocesan issues  
and problems prior to decisions being made was 
appreciated. My omnipresence at parish organization 
meetings, and my interest in their projects and events 
was strongly noted. In all these areas I was evaluated  
in strongly positive terms. 
     In some areas where I was evaluated in an average 
range, rather than above average, tended to deal with 
my management style. For many of us this is not our 
“first rodeo.” We have experienced other pastors, 
managers, bosses, etc., some of whom were far more 
“laissez-faire” than I am. My holding people to being 
accountable on communicating what they were doing 
and what was going on, was a difficult adjustment from 
some peoples’ prior experience with pastors, priests, 
managers, bosses, etc. And this is probably a growing 
edge issue for me. I am clearly held accountable for my 
work by the Archdiocese, and while I similarly need to 
keep people accountable, I may need to learn to do so in 
a “softer way”. Also in any long-established community 
like ours is, there is a tension between those who have 
been here a long time, and newcomers. With each group 
[the “veterans” and the “newbies”] perhaps being 
exasperated that I have “too much” patience towards  
the other group. There is always a tension between 
respecting long-established ways, and enacting the  
new. Interestingly, my strong transparency, got one 
unexpected negative comment. 
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      As you know, I always mention when I am going 
away on vacation. Priests are entitled to a months 
vacation [31 days], plus an additional five days for 
educational pursuits, and five days for retreat, for a total 
of 41 days. As no one checks my “time card” I am 
transparent to the community about my being away. One 
person thought I took a lot of time off. And as the media 
reports a great deal of Americans never use all of their 
vacation time. I do. And since I came to the parish two 
staff members who in the past had not used all of their 
vacation time, have now, at my urging, taken the time 
due them.  
      I believe that vacation time is important for health 
and recharging. Interestingly someone may actually  
take more time off than they are due, but by not 
reporting that they were away, were not noticed as 
missing. My reporting of my time off led this one person 
to think I was away too much.  
     Also, in terms of vacation I made it a policy that if you 
did not use all your due vacation time in a July 1 to June 
30 calendar year, you can carry over the days through 
the following Labor Day (after which you lose the days 
previously due to you). I did this because some staff 
[e.g., maintenance] can have a difficult time scheduling 
time off due to demands of the school year along with 
the summer drive to clean and repair the school prior to 
opening again in August. Also, some staff looking ahead 
may see a need for more vacation time in the coming 
year, for example to save days for a summer family 
wedding. So, in a given year I may not use my full 41 
days, because I, too, may see family events in the 
coming year, and need to save these days to use.  
      Similarly, I am faithful in taking my day off and 
holidays. Obviously some weeks I may not be able to 
take time off [e.g., Holy Week], but I will take the time 
owed to me some time later. Days off, down-time, and 
vacations are important for all of us. 
      Again, I am very grateful to all who offered 
constructive observations and comments. They will 
assist me in being a better priest and pastor. 
 
St. Patrick’s Day-St. Joseph’s Day 
Party Committee... 
      Anyone interested in planning the St. Patrick’s Day-
St. Joseph’s Day Party to be held on Saturday, March 
17, 2018, in the Mc Brady Center, is welcome to attend a 
planning meeting on this Monday, Jan. 22, at 7:00 PM, 
in the parish offices. All are welcome! 
 
Annual Archdiocesan Appeal… 
      In the coming weeks we will be engaged in our 
Annual Archdiocesan Appeal. Due to our celebration  
of Catholic Schools Week beginning next weekend,  
Jan. 27 and Jan. 28 (the one weekend per year that our 

Church nationally focuses on Catholic Schools and 
Catholic Education), I am moving our Appeal to begin 
one week later. 
     On the weekend of Feb 3 and Feb. 4, we will hear 
Cardinal Cupich’s message on tape explaining the 
Appeal, and asking for your support. On the week of 
Feb. 10 and Feb. 11, I will speak at all the Masses  
about the Appeal, and lead us in making our pledges. 
I ask that you be generous to our Appeal as it supports 
so many good things in our Archdiocese that are 
needing and worthy of our support. The Appeal also  
can benefit our parish as well as all funds raised over 
our goal are returned to us. In 2017, $70,172 went 
directly to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 
     For more information on the Appeal you can go to the 
following website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time 
continue=67&v=q6hhNmKjXFw  
 
Our 31st Anniversary of St. Elizabeth Seton 
Parish and our Women’s Club Pancake 
Breakfast… 
      For many years now, one of the ways that our  
parish celebrates the anniversary of our founding  
[Feb. 14, 1987] is by our parish Women’s Club 
sponsoring a wonderful Pancake Breakfast on the 
weekend prior to the anniversary date. This year this 
wonderful tradition continues. On Sunday, Feb. 11,  
the Pancake Breakfast will be held in the McBrady 
Center following all the Sunday Masses. Prices are  
very reasonable, and the quality of the offering is  
very high. Treat yourself to a pre-Lenten and parish 
anniversary treat by attending this breakfast. 
 
Creation Care Team… 
     Recently parishioners have come forward to seek 
forming a “Creation Care Team” in order to highlight  
the Catholic Church’s teaching on the environment,  
to promote good stewardship of natural resources, and 
to discuss the connections between good stewardship 
and social justice. 
     We will be undertaking this new effort on a multi-
parish Renew My Church and deanery level, by opening 
this “Creation Care Team” to all the parishes in our 
Renew My Church grouping, as well as our local 
deanery. A fuller description of this new effort is  
found later in this bulletin. Our first meeting will be on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 7:00 PM, in the Gubbins Center.  
All are welcome. 
 

      Keep Smiling! 

  

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON WOMEN’S CLUB PRESENTS 

PANCAKES  START  FLIPPING  AT  8  AM 
IN  THE  MCBRADY  CENTER 

 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST TICKETS:  

ADULTS: $7.00  [ includes  Mimosa f or  21-over]  
SENIORS AND KIDS: $6  

CHILDREN UNDER 3: FREE 
 

FANTASTIC RAFFLE PRIZES:  
[T ickets : $5  each or  5  f or  $20]  

 First Prize: $200 Amazon Gift Card     Second Prize: Amazon ECHO 
 Third Prize: $100 VISA Gift Card 

 

TICKETS/RAFFLE TICKETS SOLD AFTER ALL MASSES ON FEB. 3/4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Hours Available for 8th Grade and High School 
To volunteer please call AJ at 563-357-7135 
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Sat., Jan. 20 (5pm) Patricia Hastings; Lucy Barba 
Sun., Jan. 21 (7:15am) Monica and Alex Blanco (Living); 
Thomas Knaffla 
(8:30am) Frances Klomes; William LaBrec 
(10am) Dorothy Gorecki; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Mario Ramirez; Joseph C. Grill 
Mon., Jan. 22 (9am) Jack Martin; Maryann LaBarbara 
Tues., Jan. 23 (9am) Gloria Hiemer; David Gardner 
Wed., Jan. 24 (9am) Grace Beissel; Patrick McGinty 
Thurs., Jan. 25 (9am) Jeannette O’Sullivan; Salvatore Roti 
Fri., Jan. 26 (9am) Mariamma Kuply; Monica Kreten 
Sat., Jan. 27 (5pm) Michael Panko; Frank Modzelewski 
Sun., Jan. 28 (7:15am) Sabello Bibit, Jr.; Kenneth Sullivan 
(8:30am) William LaBrec; Teresa Martino 
(10am) John Daniel McGrath; Dolores Stolinski 
(11:30am) Albert Pumfrey; For All Parishioners 

January 21, 2018  

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Dennis Jeffrey 
   Frank Scellato 
   Tony Paluch 
   Kathy Panko  
   Pedro Estrada 
   Jerry VanZeyl 
   Mike Medrala  
   Ann McCoy 
   Bill Prost (brother to Bob [Rita] Prost, Sr.) 
 
And for our deceased:  
   Mary Kokotan (mother to Janie [Dave] Krauss) 
   Jean Mierzwa (mother to Eileen Mierzwa) 
   James Bolan 
   John Willnecker 
   Lino Pretto     
 

“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR JAN. 14, 2018: 
$23,991.32 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  
2017 TAX STATEMENTS WILL BE  

MAILED BY JANUARY 31, 2018.  

Please pray for Elizabeth Westman and Daniel Loeblich who  
are preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage on Feb. 10, 2018. 

 
WEDDINGS Catholic Schools Week 

at our Parish School 
     Each year, across the nation, Catholic 
schools are recognized at their home parishes 
at weekend Masses and with special events 
at school during “Catholic Schools Week…” 
     This year, the celebration for our parish 
school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 
School (CJB), will begin with liturgies at 
weekend Masses on January 27 and 28. 
There will be an amazing Open House at  
CJB on Sunday, Jan. 28, from 1-3pm.  
(If you have never visited us, please make it  
a point to stop by and see your parish school!) 
Then, throughout the week, special events will 
be held at CJB, culminating with a special 
school liturgy on Friday, Feb. 2. 
     As always, we celebrate the strong  
program of faith formation at Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin, our nationally-recognized  
blue-ribbon academics, and the selfless  
involvement of students and staff in a  
variety of service projects. 
 

Two years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes 
began a special collection known as... 

The “Angel Fund” Collection 
     This collection is taken up one weekend 
during the year at the start of Catholic 
Schools Week. The Angel Fund is meant to 
assist families from our sponsoring parishes 
who need help financially, in order to send 
their children to CJB. Any donation you are 
able to make is greatly appreciated. This spe-
cial collection will take place the weekend of 
Jan. 28 and Jan. 29. 

Thank you for your kindness. 

Peter and Melissa Oprisko 
(Child: Peter Oprisko) 

 
WELCOME 
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Understanding Grace More Deeply 
By Rev. Ronald Rolheiser 

T he mark of a genuine  
contrition is not a sense of 
guilt, but a sense of sorrow,  

of regret for having taken a wrong 
turn; just as the mark of living in 
grace is not a sense of our own 
worth but a sense of being  
accepted and loved despite our 
unworthiness. 
 

We are spiritually healthy when 
our lives are marked by honest 
confession and honest praise. 

 

     Jean-Luc Marion highlights  
this in a commentary on Saint 
Augustine’s famous Confessions. 
He sees Augustine’s confession as 
a work of a true moral conscience 
because it is both a confession of 
praise and a confession of sin.  
     Gil Bailie suggests that this  
comment underlines an important 
criterion by which to judge whether 
or not we are living in grace: 

     “If the confession of praise is not accompanied  
by the confession of sin, it an empty and pompous 
gesture. If the confession of sins is not accompanied 
by a confession of praise, it is equally vacuous and 
barren, the stuff of trashy magazines and tabloid 
newspapers, a self-preening parody of repentance.” 

     Gil is right, but doing both confessions at one and the 
same time is not an easy task. We generally find ourselves 
falling into either a confession of praise where there is no 
real confession of our own sin; or into the “self-preening 
parody of repentance” of a still self-absorbed convert, 
where our confession rings hollow because it shows itself 
more as a badge of sophistication than as genuine sorrow 
for having strayed. 
     In neither case is there a true sense of grace. Piet 
Fransen, whose masterful book on grace served as a text-
book in seminaries and theology schools for a generation, 
submits that neither the self-confident believer (who still 
secretly envies the pleasures of the amoral that he’s miss-
ing out on) nor the wayward person who converts but still 
feels grateful for his fling, has yet understood grace. We 
understand grace only when we grasp existentially what’s 
inside the Father’s words to his older son in the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son: My son, you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be 
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found. 
     The older brother would not be bitter if he understood 
that everything his father owns is already his, just as he 
would not be envious of the pleasures his wayward 
brother tasted if he understood that, in real life, his brother 
had been dead. But it takes a deeper grasp of what grace 

is to intuit that, namely, to grasp that 
life inside God’s house dwarfs all 
other pleasures. The same is true 
for the convert who has given up his 
wayward life but still secretly re-
joices in the experience and sophis-
tication it brought him and nurses  
a condescending pity for the less 
experienced. He too has not yet 
really understood grace. 
     In his book, The Idea of the Holy, 
now considered a classic, Rudolf 
Otto submits that in the presence of 
the Holy we will always have a dou-
ble reaction: fear and attraction. Like 
Peter at the Transfiguration, we will 
want to build a tent and stay there 
forever; but, like him too before the 
miraculous catch of fish, we will also 
want to say: “Depart from me for I 
am a sinful man.” 

 

“In the presence of the holy, we 
want to burst forth in praise even 
as we want to confess our sins.” 

 

T he insight in the verse above can help us to  
understand grace. Piet Fransen begins his  
signature book on grace, The New Life of Grace,  

by asking us to imagine this scene:  
     Picture a man who lives his life in mindless hedon-
ism. He simply drinks in the sensual pleasures of this 
world without a thought for God, responsibility, or mo-
rality. Then, after a long life of illicit pleasure, he has  
a genuine deathbed conversion, sincerely confesses 
his sins, receives the sacraments of the Church, and 
dies in that happy state.  

 

     If our spontaneous reaction to this story is:  
“Well, the lucky fellow! He had fling and still made it in  
the end!” We have not yet understood grace but instead 
are still embittered moralizers standing like the older 
brother in need of a further conversation with our God. 
     And the same holds true too for the convert who still 
feels that what he’s experienced in his waywardness, his 
fling, is a deeper joy than the one known by those who 
have not strayed. In this case, he’s come back to his  
Father’s house not because he senses a deeper joy there 
but because he deems his return an unwanted duty, less 
exciting, less interesting, and less joy-filled than a sinful 
life, but a necessary moral exit strategy.  

 

He too has yet to understand grace. 

 

O nly when we understand what the father of the  
Prodigal Son means when he says to the older 
brother: “Everything I have is yours,” will we offer 

both a confession of praise and a confession of sin.  

“The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  
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2018 CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN 
SCHOOL GALA FUNDRAISER  

GET YOUR 
TICKETS NOW! 

Saturday, Feb. 24 
7:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. 

Tinley Park 
Convention Center 

 
Price: 

$55 until 1/31/18 
$60 after 1/31/18 

Ticket Price Includes: 
Plated Dinner, Dessert, Soft Drinks, Coffee 

Silent Auction (mobile bidding by Gesture), Live Auction, Basket Raffles 
Entertainment: Dueling Pianos – Felix and Fingers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 

To Order Tickets: 
www.cjbgala18.com 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: KEEP CALM 
     In both testaments of the Bible, there are struggles 
to understand how Divine Authority comes into the 
world. If we remain connected to the mission and 
message of Jesus, we have the authority to live as a 
disciple. 
 
 

  FIRST READING 
Moses spoke to all the people, saying: "A prophet like me 
will the LORD, your God, raise up for you" (Deut 18:15-20). Moses is promising a continuity of the prophetic tradition in Israel. God would not leave his chosen people without the guidance that they needed to walk in the ways of the Lord. Typical of many of the passages of the Old Testament, this prediction came to be understood in a different way as time went on. It was seen more and more as a prediction of a Messiah. This is one of the reasons why we see Moses in the Transfiguration, to show that Jesus was truly the fulfillment of the promise that Moses had made. 
  SECOND READING 
Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties 
(1 Cor 7:32-35) Saint Paul recommends that it is better for people to remain single rather than get married so that they can dedicate themselves to the service of the Lord. This is based partly on Paul’s view that the end of the world was at hand and that everyone should prepare for it. Therefore, everyone in the community should be preaching and trying to draw others to the faith while there was time. This theology implies that if someone is serving one’s own family, then that person is not serving the Lord. The Second Vatican Council proposed another 

theology in which virginity and the married state were both seen as valued lifestyles, and God called each of us to one or the other. Service of family is not anxious, wasted effort; it is loving service.  
  GOSPEL 
People were astonished at Jesus' teaching (Mk 1:21-28). This Gospel comes from the account of Jesus’ first day at Capernaum. Scholars believe that St. Mark received this information from St. Peter himself, for the latter was an eyewitness to these events. Although this account is short, we hear more than once that Jesus speaks with authority. We also see an example of his exercise of authority when he causes an unclean spirit to come out of a man who is possessed. The unclean spirit, being a spiritual creature, knows the truth about Jesus. It is not confused by appearances, for it recognizes that Jesus is the Holy One of God. The people are filled with awe. This is a common reaction to seeing something so wondrous that one cannot understand it. They do not yet know who Jesus is, but they already know that something very holy is happening in their midst.  
  REFLECTION People are fickle. When others do something with which we agree, or ask something of us that we want to do, we recognize and accept their authority. When people challenge us to a new way of thinking or ask something that we resist, we often ask by what authority they speak. Jesus amazed the people. When he expelled an unclean spirit, he spoke with a calm and gentle strength that revealed an inner authority. Maybe he was a prophet about whom Moses spoke, for God would raise up this prophet from among their own kin. We have the benefit of hindsight. Those with whom Jesus resonated, Jesus responded with open, not hardened, hearts. Those who did not agree with his words or deeds tested him and hardened their hearts. The gentle strength that Jesus’ authority manifested invited peace, even in the midst of turmoil.  People came to know God in new ways and to live their faith in ways that once seemed foreign. Paul’s words to the Corinthians could constitute a variation of the popular “Keep Calm” signs: “Keep Calm and Be Who You Are.” Next week’s readings could be the source for a new line of signs that contain words of spiritual wisdom: “Keep Calm and Turn to Jesus.” “Keep Calm and Make Christ Your Center.” “Keep Calm and Live with Gentle Strength.” “Keep Calm and Harden Not Your Hearts.” “Keep Calm and Let God Surprise You.”       If today you hear God’s voice, you too will speak with an authority that comes from God alone. 

January 28, 2018 

Scripture Reflections for 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday, Jan. 22 
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10  

Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday, Jan. 23 
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19  

Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 
2 Sm 7:4-17 
Mk 4:1-20 

  Thursday, Jan. 25 
Acts 22:3-16 
Mk 16:15-18 

Friday, Jan. 26 
2 Tm 1:1-8 
Mk 4:26-34 
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PLEASE REGISTER NOW! 
 
 

Registration Deadline: Monday, January 29. Materials ready for pickup on Thursday, February 8. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address  _________________________________________  City  _____________________  Zip  ____________ 

 Home Phone  ________________________________          Cell Phone ________________________________  

 Email Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please check one: 

      Thursday Morning Session (9:40-11am) _______ Thursday Evening Session (7:30-9pm)________ 

 
 
 
 
 

REVISED COMMENTARY AND STUDY GUIDE ARE $25 
(Please make check payable to ST. ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH). 

For information, contact Mary Vlaming, 708-460-6235 or Father Gubbins, 708-460-9485.  

REGISTER NOW FOR SETON SCRIPTURE STUDY! 

February 15 February 15 February 15 to to to March 22March 22March 22   
   

Thursday Morning Sessions:Thursday Morning Sessions:Thursday Morning Sessions:   
9:409:409:40---11 am11 am11 am   

   
Thursday Evening Sessions:Thursday Evening Sessions:Thursday Evening Sessions:   

7:007:007:00---8:30 pm8:30 pm8:30 pm   

     I would like to invite all of you to participate 
in our somewhat abbreviated Scripture  
Study this Spring. We will be using the newly 
revised commentary on THE PASSION AND  
RESURRECTION NARRATIVES. Its six sessions 
will be held during the six weeks of the Lenten 
Season and would serve as an excellent  
form of Lenten devotion as well as a more  
profound theological understanding of the  
very center of our Faith — the Passion,  
Death and Resurrection of God’s Son.  
 
 
 
 
 

— Father Bill Gubbins 

The PASSIONPASSION and  
RESURRECTIONRESURRECTION  

NARRATIVESNARRATIVES  
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A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation 
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;  

baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food. 

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish  
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and 
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through 
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned 
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including 
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make 
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth, 
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with 
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and 
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com. 

January Pro Life Drive 
to support COURAGE 

Newborn 
To Size 2 

baby 
clothes 

lotions 
baby wipes 
shampoo 

diapers 
   & Pull-ups 

bibs  
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Upcoming January/February Happenings 
at the Portiuncula Center for Prayer 

9263 W St. Francis Rd., Frankfort 
 

WOMEN’S SACRED SPA DAY 
Saturday, Jan. 27 9am-4pm  $100  

    The day includes 90-min.Sacred Gong Sound Healing 
Meditation, 30-minute Individual bodywork, lunch, group 
sessions and optional activities to honor body, mind, and 
spirit. The day begins by setting an inspirational tone with 
prayer and ritual followed by Marian Kraus and a Healing 
Sacred Gong Ceremony.  After lunch, 30 min. of individual 
body work and nurturing your spirit. The day ends with 
time conversation and reflection.  Bring mat, pillows, 
blankets.  Zero gravity chairs available (indicate at 
registration). Facilitators: Norma Janssen, OSF, Marian 
Kraus (www.delamora.life), Janice Keenan, OSF.  
 

LA VERNA DAY OF REFLECTION 
Friday, Feb. 9  9:30am-3pm  $50 

    This retreat day offers you peaceful, contemplative 
space and time at La Verna. The day includes opening 
prayer, theme, time for individual reflection, lunch, and a 
closing service. This program offers a connection to the 
silence of the winter season with input and sharing around 
the topic of silence and the graces and wisdom it imparts.  
 

WOMEN’S SACRED CIRCLE 
Second Monday of each Month  [Feb. 12] 

7-9pm  Free will offering 
The Circle is open to new members 

in February and September 
    Each month a small group of women meet at the Port  
to support one another in their efforts to walk a spiritual 
path in the midst of the busy-ness of their lives and the 
challenges of the times we are living in.  

 
Call 815-464-3880,emai info@portforprayer.org, 

or visit www.portforprayer.org to register. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF ORLAND HILLS 
RECREATION ASSISTANT POSITION 

    The Village of Orland Hills is now accepting applications 
for Part-Time Recreation Assistant 1. This position 
consists of part-time recreational duties and light cleaning 
duties in the Community Center which would consist of the 
building, office and in the field. This position will cover 
weekday evening hours from 4:30pm until 10:30pm and 
some weekend hours, which are Saturday from 9am until 
5:30pm. Application forms may be obtained at the Orland 
Hills Community Center, located at 16553 S. Haven Ave., 
Orland Hills, during regular office hours from 8am until 
4:30pm. For more information, please contact the Orland 
Hills Recreation Department at 708-349-7211.  

Catholic Charities 
d’Vine Affair 

    The 17th Annual d’Vine Affair returns to The Union 
League Club of Chicago on Sunday, Jan. 28, from 2-6pm. 
This elegant event features more than 90 vintners from 
around the world pouring more than 250 of their premium 
wines. Popular features include a craft and imported beer 
tasting room, a silent auction featuring unique experiences 
and special wine offerings, the live auction of a barrel of 
wine, a “Stock Your Cellar” raffle, and gourmet hors  
d’oeuvres and desserts. Reservations are $125 per per-
son. Proceeds from the d’Vine Affair benefit Catholic 
Charities Self-Sufficiency Programs in Cook and Lake 
Counties. Make your reservation today by visiting 
www.catholiccharities.net/dvine or by contacting Dave 
Gardner, Director of Regional and Program Events, at  
312-655-7907 or dgardner@catholiccharities.net. 

KEENAGER NEWS 
Did you know that Catholic Charities has a 

FREE Newspaper for Seniors? 
    Keenager News is a free 12-page newspaper for Senior 
Citizens that is mailed 10 times a year directly to seniors’ 
homes. This publication contains news, opinion, human 
interest, how-to, and travel articles, along with humor,  
puzzles, and recipes. The “Reader’s Corner” provides a 
forum for readers’ own reminiscences and poems.  
     To register and begin receiving your copy of Keenager 
News please email: keenager@catholiccharities.net or call 
312-655-7425. If you are interested in advertising to our 
audience of more than 100,000 seniors, please contact 
Mandy Hamilton, Keenager News Editor, at 312-655-7425 
or email: ahamilton@catholiccharities.net. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Saturday, APRIL 21 
RECYCLE YOUR 

BICYCLE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry 
Working Bikes 

Collection 
Drop Off: Seton Church Parking Lot: 9am-1pm 

WORKINGBIKES.ORG 
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January, 2018 
 
Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parishioner: 
 
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Open House on Sunday,  
Jan. 28, from 1–3pm. Sponsored by four parishes (St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart,  
and St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr), CJB is your Pre-K through 8th Grade Catholic parish school.  
 
We are pleased to announce that CJB offers full-day and half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K  
and we continue to provide full-day Kindergarten, as well! As we continue to grow, we have so  
much to be proud of!  Did you know that CJB was named a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence (since 2008)  
by the U.S. Department of Education?! (This distinction is earned by being in the top 15% of the nation’s schools  
in Reading and Mathematics, based on the scores of nationally-normed tests.) In addition to Blue Ribbon aca-
demic excellence, our faith-based daily religious instruction, shared communal prayer and weekly 
Mass attendance contribute to shaping the lives of our students. Children are also encouraged to 
maximize their God-given talents by participating in extra-curricular activities, from athletics to  
choir to drama club. And, in addition to these opportunities, our students volunteer their time in  
local community service projects. Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, former Archbishop 
of Chicago, devoted his life to issues of social justice, peace and the sanctity of human life. It is  
important to us that his legacy remains a part of CJB. 
 
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School students. We challenge  
them academically, and we strive to instill in them the Gospel values.  CJB provides a loving and  
nurturing environment in which children grow intellectually, spiritually, physically and emotionally.   
If this is the kind of school that you would like for your child, we look forward to welcoming you to 
our Open House on January 28. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Mary Iannucilli, Principal 
 
 
P.S. Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is OPEN now!   Visit www.cjbschool.org to  
complete an online application.  CJB will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled.   
As a registered, practicing parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-parish”  
rate. (“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who consistently attend Mass, send their children to  
Religious Education or Catholic school, and support their parish with time, talent, and treasure.  
This is an on-going expectation during years of enrollment at CJB.  Use of parish envelopes is  
expected.) 
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S A V E     T H E     D A T E! 
 

INTERACTIVE 
O P E N    H O U S E 

 
 
 

FOR NEW FAMILIES/ 
                       NEW STUDENTS 

 

COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade 

 

Sunday, January 28, 2018 
1:00—3:00pm 

 

3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day) 
Presentation at 1:15pm 

Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm  
All Grade Levels –  

Tours and Opportunities to Speak with Teachers 
 

Visit  and  Shop   the  BOOK FAIR! 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 

We are a Nationally-Recognized 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence since 2008 

 

For information, visit www.cjbschool.org, call  
Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at 708-403-6525, x 127 or 
email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

 

St. George Gymnasium  6700 W. 175th St.  Tinley ParkSt. George Gymnasium  6700 W. 175th St.  Tinley ParkSt. George Gymnasium  6700 W. 175th St.  Tinley Park   
TODAY! Sunday, Jan. 21 

Begins at 1:00 pm 
NO FEE TO PARTICIPATE! 

Open to boys and 
girls ages 9-14 
to give it a shot! 

 

REGISTRATION: 12:30 PM        COMPETITION 1:00 PM 
For information email Jeff Johnson, jjorlandpark@aol.com 

Register online at http://www.knights4698.org 

All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate in our Council level  
competition of the 2018 Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship.  
The boy and girl winner of each age group will progress on to District,  
Regional and State level competitions. Participants must furnish proof of age 
and written parental consent.  

Presented by the Knights of Columbus Father C.C. Boyle Council #4698, Tinley Park 

KNIGHTS KNIGHTS KNIGHTS OFOFOF   COLUMBUS BASKETBALL         FREE THROWCOLUMBUS BASKETBALL         FREE THROWCOLUMBUS BASKETBALL         FREE THROW   

 
 
 

It’s no surprise to all 
of us  that its Cold  
and Flu Season...  
 
 
 
 

We are all challenged to do our 
sensible best to avoid getting the flu or passing it on to 
others. Life does and will continue to go on and we will  
be WASHING OUR HANDS MORE, COUGHING AND 
SNEEZING INTO OUR SLEEVES, and staying out of 
crowds when appropriate. We want you to know we are 
well aware of the many concerns people have regarding 
the reception of the Eucharist during this season. Our 
priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take care that health 
and safety concerns prevail. The reception of Precious 
Blood will remain available. The greeting of “Peace” will 
continue. If you wish to acknowledge someone with a 
verbal greeting only, please do so.  

St. Rita Winterfest VIX 
St. Rita High School presents Winterfest VIX on 
Saturday, Jan. 27,  from 6:30pm-12am. Join us for an 
evening of fun at St. Rita , 7740 S. Western Ave. Event 
tickets are $50 each ($60 at the door) and can be 
purchased at www.stritahs.com/events/winterfest-VIX or 
by calling 773- 925-5029. Ticket price includes dinner, 
open bar (21 and over) and live entertainment! 

  

 

Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
is a  Nationally-Recognized 

Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
 

WE ARE YOUR 
PARISH SCHOOL! 
 

 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School? Where is it located?  
CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart,  
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton.  CJB also welcomes children from 
other parishes, as well as children from other Christian households whose  parents are 
seeking a Christian educational environment.  Please share this news with your neighbors 
and friends!    CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in  
Orland Hills.  
 
Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 
Yes! We offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 4PK! Kindergarten is full-day! The half-day 
3PK program is Monday-Thursday. (You would select either 7:40-10:40am or 11am-2pm.) 
The half-day 4PK program is Monday-Friday (You would select the AM or the PM option). 
Our full-day PK and K programs are, of course, Monday-Friday. Full-day hours are 7:40am 
until 2pm. 
 
Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 
“Open registration” is happening now!  We will continue to accept applications until all 
spaces are filled.  Our registration application is available online at www.cjbschool.org   
To register, submit the online application, then mail (USPS) or drop off an original birth 
and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a family registration fee of $250. 
For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the 2017-18 first semester report card and all standard-
ized test scores.  
 
What is the tuition fee? 
Parishioner tuition for 2017-18 will be (Grades K-8) $5,195. (Non-parishioner tuition is 
$6,075). Full-day 3PK and 4PK is $5,510. Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,970. Half-day 4PK  
tuition is $3,525. 
 
Is Financial Aid available? 
Yes!  When you complete our online application, you will have an opportunity to complete 
the financial aid application. Financial assistance is available for qualifying in-parish  
families (K-8). Financial applications must be submitted by mid-March.  
 
Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 
Our Extended Day Program opens at 6:30a and closes when the school day begins;  
it re-opens at 2:00pm and closes for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one 
child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced monthly. All registered students may 
attend the Extended Day Program. 
 
When may I register? 
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW.  We will continue to accept  
registrations until all spaces are filled.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 
ext. 127 … or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org. Call Mrs. Devlin to arrange a tour! 
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Seniors of Seton 

GAELIC PARK LUNCHEON 
with ENTERTAINMENT 

MARCH 7— WEDNESDAY 
Additional information coming soon. 

 
 

UPCOMING TRIPS 
For reservations or questions please call Anna Talley at  

708-532-6731. Name and phone must be on reservations. 
****Reservations not accepted without payment.  

 

A VALENTINE EXTRAVAGANZA 
FEB. 4—SUNDAY 

Bus departs at 11:30am from the west parking lot for 
those with paid reservations. If interested, contact Anna. 

 

Bring your date book AND checkbook to the meetings. 
Flyers available in parish office and at monthly meetings. 

  

 
 

2018 Golden Opportunities Books 
 
 
 
 

The 2018 Golden Opportunities Books make wonderful 
gifts! Give the gift that gives all year! Each book can  
save thousands of dollars at a variety of  favorite  

LOCAL merchants that include:  
dining pleasures, casual dining,    
entertainment, sports, retail, and 
more! Many are two for one or 
multiple use coupons.  

 

  Pick them up at the  
 Seniors of Seton  
 monthly meeting or  
 in the parish office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Still only $20! 

  

  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL 
Feast day—January 25 

 

Saint Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus was to be the 
turning point in his spiritual life. There he met Jesus and nothing 
was ever the same. Thereafter, all his zeal and energy were 
focused on the spread of the gospel message. We know him from 
his wonderful letters to the early Christian communities.  
 
    SAINT PAUL’S ENTIRE LIFE CAN BE EXPLAINED IN 
TERMS OF ONE EXPERIENCE — his meeting with Jesus  
on the road to Damascus. In an instant, he saw that all 
the zeal of his dynamic personality was being wasted, 
like the strength of a boxer swinging wildly. Perhaps he 
had never seen Jesus, who was only a few years older.  
But he had acquired a zealot’s hatred of all Jesus stood 
for, as he began to harass the Church: “…entering house 
after house and dragging out men and women, he  
handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8:3b).  
Now he himself was “entered,” possessed, all his  
energy harnessed to one goal—being a slave of Christ  
in the ministry of reconciliation, an instrument to help 
others experience the one Savior. 
     One sentence determined his theology: “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5b). Jesus was 
mysteriously identified with people—the loving group  
of people Saul had been running down like criminals. 
Jesus, he saw, was the mysterious fulfillment of all  
he had been blindly pursuing. 
     From then on, his only work was to “present  
everyone perfect in Christ. For this I labor and  
struggle, in accord with the exercise of his power 
working within me” (Colossians 1:28b-29). “For our 
gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and [with] much 
conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5a). 
     Paul’s life became tireless proclaiming and living  
out of the message of the cross: Christians die 
baptismally to sin and are buried with Christ; they  
are dead to all that is sinful and unredeemed in the 
world. They are made into a new creation, already 
sharing Christ’s victory and someday to rise from  
the dead like him. Through this risen Christ the  
Father pours out the Spirit on them, making them 
completely new. 
 
COMMENT 
Paul’s great message to the world was: You are 
saved entirely by God, not by anything you can do. 
Saving faith is the gift of total, free, personal and 
loving commitment to Christ, a commitment that  
then bears fruit in more “works” than the Law could 
ever contemplate.  

There are new and exciting 
Trips planned for 2018!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
VALENTINE WEEK 
FUNDRAISER AT ROCK BOTTOM 
RESTAURANT AND BREWERY 
February 12, 13, 14, 15 
SOS will receive 20% of all food and 
non-alcoholic beverages purchased. 
Menu options include fish and meat-
less dishes. Flyer coming soon in 
weekly bulletin. +++ Flyer must be 
presented to the server for credit. 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job 
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist 
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open fo-
rums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on 
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with 
each other so that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd 
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
By Katy Beedle Rice, Celebration Publications 

I t is January 21st, three 
weeks since New Year’s 
Day, and by now, of the 

roughly 42% of us who made 
New Year’s resolutions, about 
40% have broken them. 
Which is okay. The Statistic 
Brain Research Institute re-
ports, “People who explicitly 
make resolutions are 10 times 
more likely to attain their 
goals than people who don’t 
explicitly make resolutions.” 
There is something within us 
as humans that desires to 
make a fresh start, to become 
resolved, and then to change. 
     We see this played out  
in all three of our readings 
today. First, we have Jonah 
walking through the streets of 
Nineveh and proclaiming, 
“Forty days more and Nine-
veh shall be destroyed.”  
Surprisingly (especially to  
Jonah) this dour warning 
works. One hundred percent 
of the people, from adults to 
children, and even including 
livestock, cover themselves in sackcloth, fast from food 
and water, and devote their time to turning from their 
evil ways. 
     St. Paul has a similarly urgent message for the 
church in Corinth, “I tell you, brothers and sisters, the 
time is running out.” For Paul and the early Christian 
communities living a mere 20 years after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, Jesus’ return in glory was imminent. 
Their lives, which had been changed by the revelation 
of God’s kingdom in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, 
could be radically (and eternally) altered again at any 
moment when “the day of the Lord will come like a thief 
at night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). For this reason Paul 
tells them, “The world in its present form is passing 
away.” There is no time to focus on anything other than 
the work at hand, spreading the good news of Jesus, 
building up his Church, and remembering him in the 
Breaking of the Bread. 
     And then we come to the Gospel reading where  
we hear the first words Jesus utters in the Gospel  
according to Mark, the Gospel that will accompany us 
throughout this liturgical year.  

Jesus says, “This is the time 
of fulfillment. The kingdom 
of God is at hand. Repent 

and believe in the gospel.” 

 

W hat does all of this 
urgency mean for 
us, living more than 

2,000 years from the time  
Jesus walked in the land of 
Israel? 
     Like the Ninevites, the  
Corinthians and the Israelites, 
we too, live in a time of uncer-
tainty. We exist in a fallen world 
where resolutions are easily 
made and easily broken, where 
each day there is a new oppor-
tunity to “repent and believe in 
the Gospel.” 
     But we also live in “the time 
of fulfillment.” Jesus’ message 
to the people of his day, his 
message to us now, is that the 
time of fulfillment is upon us. 
We do not need to wait for the 
kingdom of God to manifest in 
“some heaven light years 
away” as Marty Haugen’s hymn 

“Gather Us In” reminds us. We are called to manifest 
the kingdom in the here and now. 
     In Mark’s Gospel, after proclaiming the dawning of 
the kingdom, Jesus begins enacting it. Those who are 
broken in body, mind, and spirit are healed. Sinners 
and outcasts are restored to God and to the commu-
nity, and a few loaves and fish feed thousands. Wher-
ever Jesus goes, the kingdom of God’s love, peace and 
joy breaks out. And now we, who are the body of 
Christ, are called to continue living into this kingdom. 
 

The kingdom is among us, within us, around us, 
inviting us in each moment of each day 
to claim our identity as kingdom people.  

 

This is a resolution not just for the new year but for  
everyday, to live in such a manner that the kingdom  
of God breaks out all around. St. Paul tells us, “the 
world in its present form is passing away.” By the  
work of our hands guided by the love of God, may  
we be the agents of this transformation. 
 

Now is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand! 
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Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
I badly need your direction,  

particularly for those sudden, unexpected 
and unprepared moments of change. 
As you teach me humble surrender, 

I ask you to remember your compassion 
and your kindness of old. 

I would not dare to address you in this way 
if you had not taught me these very words  

among the inspired prayers of the psalmist. 
Amen. 
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 

SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

1/27 & 1/28 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   J. Gaskey 
 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 D. Mires 
M. Pahl/K. Pahl 
 G. Roy 
 G. Roy 
 K. Roy 
 M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 J. Esposito 
 C. Esposito 
 M. Foley 
 D. Krieger 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 S. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 W. Bric 
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