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Statement Made At All Masses 
Last Weekend… 
      Last weekend, on the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord, we drank in the last goodness and glories of the 
Christmas Season, and the following Monday, began 
“Ordinary Time.” Goodness and glory are not two 
words that we would use to describe what we 
experienced the week prior as we witnessed an angry 
and violent mob seize our United States Capitol 
Building and interrupt Congress in its duty of certifying 
the State Electoral votes for President and Vice-
President. Such an action has left many of us angry—
and hurt. Since then we have entered a typical  
moment of finger-pointing, blame, and holding people 
responsible for those actions. Such finger-pointing is 
not new. In the very story of Creation, Adam points  
his finger at Eve for tempting him with the apple,  
and Eve points to the snake as the cause for all the 
trouble. Finger-pointing often leads to avoidance of 
responsibility. Yet, I too, want to engage in finger-
pointing—by pointing to myself—and accept  
personal responsibility for some of the actions that  
took place in the Capitol. 
     Over the past four years, I have failed you by not 
speaking out when awful things were said and done,  
in part, because I have deep respect for this 
congregation, and that we live in an age where  
we collapse the “personal” with the “policy.” I had 
feared people would think that criticism of President 
Donald Trump meant that I was pro-abortion; or for 
open borders; or for other public policies which the 
President forcefully advocates. I let fear of being 
misunderstood, muzzle me when I needed to speak 
out. When President Trump said that women can be 
grabbed and abused—I said nothing. And I fear we 
may be raising a generation that believes such an 
interaction between men and women is alright. When 
President Donald Trump said negative things about 
Gold Star Families who have lost a child while serving 
in our military—I said nothing. And I fear that we may 
be raising a generation that believes sacrificing for our 
nation and its values is a fools errand. When President 
Trump attacked Senator John McCain, a true American 
Vietnam War Hero—I said nothing. And I fear that we 
are raising a generation that does not believe in 
heroism and personal sacrifice. When President Trump 
mocked a disabled news reporter— 
I said nothing. And I fear it gave our younger 
generation permission to bully the disabled.  
     Over the past four years, the one time I did speak 
out was when President Trump advanced a policy of 
separating children from parents at the border, which I 
found reprehensible. But that was but one instance in 
four long years. As President Trump has lied about so 
many things, I have never spoken out. And I fear we 

are teaching our young that truth and facts do not 
matter. And most recently, as we saw President Trump 
encourage his followers to march on the Capitol on 
January 6 [“It is going to be wild!”], we may come to the 
logical conclusion that if we disagree, and if my side 
loses the argument, then we can “step outside” to 
settle that argument with violence. To come to you now 
and say that I am sorry for not speaking out is “too 
little, too late.” 
     The only way forward, is to go forward differently. I 
want to say that men cannot grab and abuse women; 
that serving our nation is noble; that personal sacrifice 
is often necessary; that we can not bully anyone—
disabled or able-bodied; that the truth and facts matter; 
and that we do not settle things through violence. By 
going forward in such a manner, we live out the grace 
of our own baptism. We show the courage of our 
convictions. In the past we have not done this. 
Whether it was the Catholic Church in Germany  
which did little to stop the rise of Hitler and the atrocity 
of the Holocaust, or our own Church’s silence when 
people had a feeling that things just were not right in 
sexual misconduct situations, being silent occurs time 
and time again—and is deadly in its consequence.  
Let us all pray for our nation. 
     I am also very grateful for all the e-mails, and 
dialogue, both supportive and critical, that I have  
had in the past week with parishioners. Such open  
dialogue is what adults do. 
 
Renew My Church… 
      On January 25 (the last Monday of January),  
seven parishes in our area: St. George, St. Stephen 
Deacon and Martyr, St. Julie Billiart, St. Elizabeth 
Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Michael, and Our  
Lady of the Woods, will begin the “Renew My Church” 
process. This process groups together parishes who 
will cooperatively minister together in the coming 
years. In some areas of our Archdiocese this has 
meant that parishes have closed or that parishes  
have been combined. All parishes are beginning to 
work together.  
     Happily at our parish, this union of ministry has 
been taking place for some time now: through our 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry, RCIA [Rite of Christian 
initiation] Program, Social Action Ministry, HOPE 
Ministry [a support group for those seeking 
employment], through Domestic Violence Support 
Groups, etc. Now we need to envision such  
ministries in a wider way.  
     I do not foresee any closings nor combining for  
our grouping in the Tinley Park, Orland Hills, and 
Orland Park area. What will happen in the future  
is that not every parish in our grouping will enjoy  
being served by both a pastor and an associate  
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pastor, which is the case today. The huge questions  
for us to address is how are we to evangelize and 
minister to the large congregations with finite 
resources?  
     Our “Renew My Church” group will meet on 
Mondays for five sessions [with some weeks off]  
from the end of January through mid-March.  
Representatives from each church will include its 
pastor and an associate pastor (ours being Fr.  
John Zurek), and three parish members (with  
one staff member as a representative). Out of the 
riches of our congregation and staff, I have asked 
parishioners Todd Shafer and Catherine Velcich,  
and staff member, Carlos Bautista, to serve as our 
parish representatives. 
     Todd Shafer and I have a long history. He was  
my Seventh Grade teacher. We had about 44  
students in each classroom during those “Baby 
Boomer” years. He had a trial under fire. He was  
newly married and had just begun his long and 
illustrious career in education. When I became  
pastor at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, he was one  
of the three parish representatives serving on the 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School Board. We often 
disagreed. When we formed our Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC), I asked him to be part of it and he 
served for two full terms. Todd always makes me  
think. He approaches things from a different angle,  
and I deeply value that. He also has a very good  
sense of our community and wider area. He will  
be an asset to this process. 
     Catherine Velcich has been a long-time 
parishioner who I also asked to serve on our initial 
Parish Pastoral Council. She went on to serve as  
our parish representative on the Archdiocese of 
Chicago Deanery Council, then serving as the  
Deanery Representative to the Archdiocesan  
Pastoral Council—which she now chairs. She  
has served us brilliantly, and has a good sense  
of our parish and our Church. She has worked 
with the “Renew My Church” process—but from  
a theoretical angle. Now she will have firsthand 
experience from the bottom up. She will bring  
that new knowledge to the “Renew My Church” 
meetings downtown. 
 
COVID-19 Killers… 
     The parish has purchased bright “St.  
Elizabeth Seton COVID-19 Killer” t-shirts for  
our Mass volunteers and our parish catechists  
who have so generously stepped forward to  
continue providing our parish life of celebrating  
Mass and passing on the faith. We are very  
grateful to them for all that they do. We have  
asked them to wear the shirts this weekend,  
January 17! 
 

Collection For COURAGE 
Throughout January… 
     As is our custom in January we take up a collection 
of goods for the COURAGE organization, based at  
Our Lady at St. Germaine [the new combined parish of 
Our Lady of Loretto Parish-Hometown and St. 
Germaine-Oak Lawn]. A list of needed items is found in 
this bulletin. We have placed a bassinette in our 
Narthex to receive your donations. People can also 
choose to leave a donation envelope marked for 
COURAGE in the parish office. I will personally pass 
on all of your donations to COURAGE. We do this as  
a positive way to commemorate the Roe v. Wade 
Decision of the Supreme Court which legalized 
abortion. We are doing our best to support new  
life and new mothers who are experiencing difficult 
straits as they choose life. 
 
Looking Ahead To Catholic Schools 
Week... 
     At the end of January we will hold our annual 
Catholic Schools Week. There is traditionally an Open 
House. This year will be different. Open Houses will 
take place on Saturday, Jan. 23 and Sunday, Jan. 31 
[plus Spring Open Houses]. The way these will be held 
will be far different from Open Houses held in the past. 
More information will be forthcoming. Please spread 
the word about our wonderful regional school that is 
part of our parish Mission.  
     We have a very healthy enrollment at the moment 
of 480 students in Pre-K through Eighth Grade.  
We need to always be getting the word out about  
our wonderful regional school. We had 70 new  
families join us this past August 2020, and have  
room for even more. I encourage everyone to  
spread the word. In doing so, you will be doing your 
new neighbors a real favor. Your lead is a golden one, 
in that it is a reference to a wonderful school for 
children. 
 

Keep Smiling,  
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A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation 
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;  

baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food. 

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish  
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and 
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through 
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned 
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including 
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make 
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth, 
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with 
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and 
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com. 

January Pro Life Drive 
to support COURAGE 

Newborn 
To Size 2 

baby 
clothes 

lotions 
baby wipes 
shampoo 

diapers 
   & Pull-ups 

bibs  
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FOR	YOUR	INFORMATION	
OUR	PARISH	OFFICE	IS	CLOSED	THIS	MONDAY,		
JAN.	18	FOR	MARTIN	LUTHER	KING,	JR.	HOLIDAY	The parish office will not be available for all parish business for the holiday. The parish office itself, is temporarily closed as a  precaution due to the COVID 19 virus. Your parish business can be conducted by calling the parish office at 708-403-0101. Please leave a message and you will be contacted with arrangements to assist your needs.  

Thank	you	for	your	patience	and	understanding. 

Sat., Jan. 16 (5pm) Anna Marion; Eugene Connelly 
Sun., Jan. 17 
(7:30am) Jeff Johnson; Patricia Martin 
(9:30am) Lance Laska; Grace Beissel 
(11:30am) Peter Wojak; Purgatorial Society 
Mon., Jan 18 (9am) Donald Roberts; Henry Pajor 
Tues., Jan. 19 (9am) Donald K. Nickless; Jeff Johnson 
Wed., Jan. 20 (9am) Aurora Gagni; Beverly DiGiacomo 
Thurs., Jan. 21 (9am) Ken Janiak; Bill Boardman 
Fri., Jan. 22 (9 am) Marlene Ottolino; Mary McGrath 
Sat., Jan. 23 (5pm) Glen Graham; Eugene Connelly 
Sun., Jan. 24 
(7:30am) Eleanor Vreeland; Bernice Soustek 
(9:30am) Aurora Gagni; Patrick McGinty 
(11:30am) Mary Blaschke and Anna Herman; Jack Hayes 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you/family	member	
only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	to	add	name	or	continue	for	two	weeks.	
	
	
	
	
	

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Kathy Kocher 
    Salvatore Gagliardi 
    Amador Villanueva, Jr. 
    Richard Tropp 
    LaVerne Losus 
    Rick Fleming 
    Jozef Turwon 

    Mary Pat Morajda 
    Mary Clayton 
    Jan Klinkner 
 

    And for our deceased: 
    Sandy Coleman 
    Canrado Gagni 
    Leonard Melilli 
    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”	

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR 

January 17, 2021 

 
WELCOME 

Jack and Cynthia Kelly 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

For up-to-date parish 
information, follow us  

on Facebook: 
Saint Elizabeth Seton 
Church-Orland Hills 

Visit our website:  
www.steseton.com 

COLLECTION FOR 1-10-2021: 
$17,440.00 

(envelopes: $14,263.00/e-giving: $3177.00) 
Thank you for your generosity. 

“Angel	Fund”	To	Support	
Cardinal	Joseph	Bernardin	

School	
This	special	collection	will	take	place	
the	weekend	of	January	30	and	31... 

 

     Each year, across the nation, Catholic 
schools are recognized at their home parishes 
at weekend masses and with special events 
at school during “Catholic Schools Week.” 
This year, the celebration for our parish 
school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 
School (CJB), begins with liturgies on Jan-
uary 30/31. The staff is working diligently to 
provide safely distanced tours on Jan. 23 and 
Jan. 31, as well as virtual tours. Please call 
Mrs. Devlin at 708-403-6525, x127. Then, 
throughout “Catholic Schools Week”  
(Feb. 1-5) special COVID-SAFE events will  
be held at CJB, culminating with a special 
school liturgy. As always, we celebrate the 
strong program of faith formation at CJB,  
our nationally twice-recognized blue-ribbon 
academics, and the selfless involvement  
of students and staff in a variety of service 
projects. 
     Six years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes 
(St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi,  
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Julie 
Billiart) began a special collection known as 
the “Angel Fund.” This collection is taken up 
one weekend during the year at the start of 
Catholic Schools Week. The Angel Fund is 
meant to assist parishioner families who may 
need a bit of help in sending their children to 
CJB. Last year, nearly 20% of our students 
received some type of financial aid from vari-
ous sources. As you would understand,  
many other families are in need. CJB is so 
very grateful to our sponsoring parishes who 
subsidize each student who attends CJB.  
Any donation you are able to make is greatly 
appreciated! 

Thank you for your kindness. 
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SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Saturday, Jan. 24/Sunday, Jan. 25 
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“People are always  
impa ent, but God  
is never in a hurry!” 

 

N ikos Kazantzakis 
wrote those words  
and they highlight an 

important truth:  
 
 

We need to be pa ent,  
infinitely pa ent, with God. 
We need to let things unfold 

in their proper me,  
God’s me. 

 
 

L ooking at religious 
history through the centuries, we cannot help 
but be struck by the fact that God seemingly takes 

his time in the face of our impatience. Our scriptures are 
often a record of frustrated desire, of non-fulfillment, and 
of human impatience. It’s more the exception when God 
intervenes directly and decisively to resolve a particular 
human tension. We are always longing for a messiah to 
take away our pain and to avenge oppression, but mostly 
those prayers seem to fall on deaf ears. 
     And so we see in scripture the constant, painful cry: 
come, Lord, come! Save us! How much longer must we 
wait? When, Lord, when? Why not now? 
     We are forever impatient, but God refuses to be  
hurried. Why? Why is God, seemingly, so slow to act?  
Is God callous to our suffering? Why is God so patient,  
so plodding in his plan, when we’re suffering so deeply? 
Why is God so excruciatingly slow to act in the face of 
human impatience? 
     There’s a line in Jewish apocalyptic literature, which, 
metaphorically, helps answer this question: every tear 
brings the messiah closer! There is, it would seem, an 
intrinsic connection between frustration and the possibility 
of a messiah being born. It seems that messiahs can only 
be born after a long period of human yearning. Why? 
     Human birth already helps answer that question. Ges-
tation cannot be hurried and there is an organic connec-
tion between the pain a mother experiences in childbirth 
and the delivery of a new life. And that’s also true of Je-
sus’ birth. Advent is a gestation process that cannot be 
rushed. Tears, pain, and a long season of prayer are 
needed to create the conditions for the kind of pregnancy 
that brings forth a messiah into our world. Why? 
     Because the real love and life can come to birth when 
a long-suffering patience has created the correct space, 
the virginal womb, within which the sublime can be born. 
Perhaps a couple of metaphors can help us understand 
this. 
     John of the Cross, in trying to explicate how a person 
comes to be enflamed in altruistic love, uses the image of 
a log bursting into flame in a fireplace. When a green log 

is placed in a fire, it doesn’t 
start to burn immediately. It 
first needs to be dried out. 
Thus, for a long time, it lies in 
the fire and sizzles, its green-
ness and dampness slowly 
drying out. Only when it 
reaches kindling temperature 
can it ignite and burst into 
flame. Speaking metaphori-
cally, before a log can burst 
into flame, it needs to pass 
through a certain advent, a 
certain drying out, a period of 
frustration and yearning. So, 
too, the dynamics of how real 
love is born in our lives. We 
can ignite into love only when 

we—selfish, green, damp logs—have sizzled sufficiently. 
And the fire that makes us sizzle is unfulfilled desire. 
     Pierre Teilhard de Chardin offers a second metaphor 
here when he speaks of something he calls “the raising of 
our psychic temperature.” In a chemistry laboratory it’s 
possible to place two elements in the same test tube and 
not get fusion. The elements remain separate, refusing to 
unite. It is only after they are heated to a higher tempera-
ture that they unite. We’re no different. Often it’s only 
when our psychic temperature is raised sufficiently that 
there’s fusion, that is, it’s only when unrequited longing 
has raised our psychic temperature sufficiently that we 
can move towards reconciliation and union. 
     Simply put, sometimes we have to be brought to a 
high fever through frustration and pain before we are will-
ing to let go of our selfishness and let ourselves be drawn 
into community. 
 

T homas Halik once commented that an atheist is 
simply another term for someone who doesn’t have 
enough patience with God. He’s right. God is never 

in a hurry, and for good reason. Messiahs can only be 
born inside a particular kind of womb, namely, one within 
which there’s enough patience and willingness to wait so 
as to let things happen on God’s terms, not ours. 
     Hence, ideally, every tear should bring the messiah 
closer. This isn’t an unfathomable mystery: every frustra-
tion should, ideally, make us more ready to love. Every 
tear should, ideally, make us more ready to forgive. Every 
heartache should, ideally, make us more ready to let go of 
some of our separateness. 
     Every unfulfilled longing should, ideally, lead us into a 
deeper and more sincere prayer. And all of our pained 
impatience for a consummation that seems forever to 
elude us should, ideally, make us feverish enough to 
burst into love’s flame. 
 

To offer yet another image: 
it is with much groaning of the flesh 

that the life of the spirit is brought forth! 

EVERY TEAR BRINGS THE MESSIAH CLOSE 
By	Rev.	Ronald	Rolheiser	

The	 ire	that	makes	us	sizzle	
is	unful illed	desire.	
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2020 Christmas Flower Memorials 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Klean 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Klean, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Sian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Senick 
Ray and Fran Klomes 
Michael Klomes 
The Grojean Family 
George Senick, Sr.  
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hetfleisch 
McNamara Family 
Hetfleisch Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Urbaniak 
John & Dolores Gaura 
Sean Furlong 
Laura Affek 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Galassi 
John & Eleanor Morrison 
Emil Galassi, Sr. 
Theresa Galassi 
Emil Galassi, Jr. 
Pius & Grace Metus 
Louise Elsroad 
Mary Lucarelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Yakes 
Vito & Carmelina Malone 
Sophie Wrobel 
Wanda Wrobel 
Stanley Wrobel 
Theresa Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Irene Michalski 
William J. Michalski 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael York 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom York 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kyler 
Mr. & Mrs. William Clark 
Billy Clark 
Ruth Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wojcik 
Robert & Mary Rose Jones 
Mark, Joyce & Dan Hoffman 
Einfeldt Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Maximo Mata 
Ms. Shirley Vallort 
Ann & Peter Vallort 
Mrs. Joan Janiak 
Ken Janiak 
Mr.& Mrs. Leonard Buczko 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bresnahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Thompson 
Irene Pierce 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gacek 
Mr. Dennis Soustek 
Bernice M. Soustek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Mary O’Sullivan 
Kelliher Family 
O’Sullivan Family 
Mr. Nicholas Krygowski 
Mrs. Mariann Duffy 
Jim Duffy 
Mrs. Mary Ann Baxter 
Charles Baxter 
Mrs. Debra Ludwig 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Quinlan 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Miller 
Mr. Edward Kirn 
Josephine Kirn 
Edward Kirn 
Priscilla Kirn 
Mrs. Josephine Vignasse 
Ms. Cynthia Belinski 
Edward & Marie Belinski 
Charles & Harriet Cassidy 
Mr. & Mrs. William Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Spehar 
Leah Donnelly 
Mrs. Carol Donnelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Helman 
Robert Faltin 
Raymond Helman 
Evelyn Baldwin 
Tony Mazzuca 
Dorothy Moisen 
Patricia Mazzuca 
John Houtsma 
Houtsma Family 
Burns Family 
Mrs. Noreen Houtsma 
Ms. Kathleen Corke-Tomal 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome O’Sullivan 
Mrs. Dolores Senese 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pawlak 
Mr. Mark Pawlak 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Garcia 
Stella Perez 
Orozco Family 
Garcia Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Vicente Gacgacao 
Mr. Jeffrey Boubelik & Mrs. Cynthia 
McNally 
Mrs. Judith Pikul 
Edward F. Pikul 
Frank & Angeline Moulton 
Adam & Lottie Pikul 
Mr. & Mrs. Gilberto Perez 
Mr. John Henry 
Ms. Maria Makuch 
Mr. Kevin Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Calzaretta 
Felicia Prell 
Mary Sullivan 
Angeline Purciarello 
Mr. & Mrs. Al Radz 
Louise Toczyl 
Robert Niewierowski, Sr. 

Gwen Patton 
Mrs. Virginia Lukasiewicz-Culp 
Mr. Russell Romo 
Ms. Anne Marie Fitzgerald 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kokaisl 
Gertrude Kokaisl 
Frank Kokaisl 
Terese Waite 
Jack Waite 
Mr. & Mrs. Orlando Lopez 
Antonio Aban, Sr. 
Orland Lopez, Sr. 
Generosa Aban 
Antonio Aban, Jr. 
Arthur Aban 
Mrs. Judith O’Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Albin 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Rytlewski 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Janik 
Peggy Janik 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Partyka 
Partyka Family 
Payonk Family 
Mrs. Mary Nally 
Mr. & Mrs. James Misch 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kufta 
Mrs. Marge Tarulis 
Mr. Leander Halyard 
Mrs. Margaret Halyard 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fuller 
William O’Leary, Sr. 
Ralph & Ann Senese 
Rose Bosco-Senese 
Mrs. Margaret Fehrenbacher 
Mr. & Mrs. James Montelpasse 
Bernadine & Val Falgares 
Alfred & Helen Montelpasse 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clark 
Mrs. Mary Ita Sullivan 
Sullivan Family 
McWilliams Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Dakewicz 
Al & Emily Powarzynski 
Joseph & Estelle Dakewicz 
Joanne Kula 
Mrs. Maureen O’Connor 
Jerry O’Connor  
Thomas Burke 
Catherine Burke 
Michael Burke 
Ms. Eileen Mierzwa 
Jean C. Mierzwa 
Mr. & Mrs. James Murphy 
Ms. Joyce Para 
Edward Para 
Albie Para 
Bill Pearson 
June Pearson 
Mr. Daniel O’Farrell 
Mrs. Mary Graves 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beninato 
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2020 Christmas Flower Memorials 
Bernice M. Soustek 
Dennis Soustek 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Biegel 
Vincent A. Biegel 
Mary A. Biegel 
Veronica A. Biegel 
Michael M. Biegel 
Bernice Biegel 
Arthur Biegel 
Paul Biegel, Jr. 
Lee Lambert 
Dave Kase 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Christopher 
Rose Christopher 
Celina Tromer 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Shafer 
Mr. & Mrs. James Rose 
Olsen Family 
Rose Family 
Mr. & Mrs. James Woods 
Berenice & Raymond Howe 
Winnifred & Omer Woods 
Donald Woods 
Ms. Elizabeth Wohler 
James Wohler 
Harry Wohler 
Theresa Wohler 
Roy Trumblay 
Ronnie Podborny 
Mrs. Linda Fausch 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moore 
Therese Manka 
Marie Mamon 
Sophie Pak 
Mr. & Mrs. William Trzaskus 
Mr. & Mrs. John Fillipo 
Mr. & Mrs. Casmir Trzaskus 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Ulrich 
Salas Family 
Ulrich Family 
Mrs. Madeline Slaney 
John R. Slaney 
George Tritz 
Frank Tritz 
Tony & Mary Demma 
Ted Fehrenbacher 
Fehrenbacher Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Oliver 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dykstra 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Leu 
Ms. Phyllis Kozlowski 
Felix E. Kozlowski Family 
Ms. Susan Taylor 
Jean Taylor 
Josephine Barcikowski 
John Misniakiewicz 
Benito Barin 
Barin Family 
Canlas Family 
Frank & Daisy Cechura 

Victoria & Rosie Cechura 
Molly and Noah Cechura 
Phoenix Cechura 
Otto Krause  
Br. Leo Jones 
Ed & Rosemary Cechura 
Ed & Rita Cechura 
John & Lillian Warren 
Clar & Betty Benbow 
Ray & Rose Benbow 
Jim Maurosek 
Ron & Marilyn Lapniewski 
Bob & Jeannine Best 
Annabelle Lawrence 
Bernard Dowling 
Rich & Rosemarie Mangan 
Steve & Melissa Mangan 
Paluch Family 
Schott Family 
Jerome & Mary Paluch 
Mrs. Sharon O’Neil 
William F. O’Neil 
Gail M. O’Nail 
Ann & Gene Golden 
Wapiennik Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Jospeh Niznik 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Wapiennik 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Niznik 
Roger Niznik 
Mary Niznik 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Rice 
Karen Osterman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maslan 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Hejnar 
Mr. Mrs. J. Maslan 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Trawinski 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Muszynski 
Bernidene Cole 
Charles Maslan 
Mr. & Mrs. George Daly 
Esther R. Schmeski 
Chris Iacopelli 
Ms. Cecilia Matul 
Ralph Matul 
Anthony Matul 
Violet Matul 
Helen Matul 
Sandra Matul 
J. Daniel & Michael McGrath 
John McGrath 
Peg McGrath 
Mr. & Mrs. James Dimer 
Norman & Florence Morrison 
Lucille Kellner 
Mike and Diane Kellner 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kocher 
Matthew Kocher 
Catherine Kocher 
Michael Kocher 
Elizabeth Hogan 

Mary Kocher 
Margaret Gahan 
George Mansfield 
Christine Mansfield 
Mrs. Claudia Krol 
Walter Krol 
Regina & Walter Krol 
Amanda Malesky 
Mrs. Frances Durbin 
Durbin Family 
Bessette Family 
Arlene Evans 
Camille Rosiak 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Johnston 
Wisnasky Family 
Bill Wisnasky 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Stefanovich 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kocher 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Bukowiecki 
Jim & Lorraine Burke 
Ed & Stella Bukowiecki 
Marg Zimmerman 
Ruth Koch 
William Koch 
Ms. Kathleen Galvin 
Galvin Family 
Ferrell Family 
Marberry Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Enrico Sanchez 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Steckhan 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Richards 
Mr. & Mrs. John Chesney 
Mary Killoran 
Mrs. Rosemary Schaeflein 
Mrs. Theresa Lofrano 
LaBanca Family 
Lofrano Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Kierna Costello 
Costello Family 
Mrs. Rosemary Sprague 
Mr. Steve Rudh 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Talley 
Talley Family 
Turro Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Davis 
Edward & Lillian Davis 
Oscar & Mary Flores 
Ms. Jacqueline Skowronek 
Pat Skowronek 
Joan Skowronek 
John Skowronek 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Shea 
Edward & Therese Shea 
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Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parishioner: 
 
 This letter “formally” introduces you to the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School. 
Sponsored by four parishes (St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, and  
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr), CJB is the Pre-K through 8th Grade Catholic school affiliated with 
your home parish. 
 We are a faith-based, Christ-centered school with outstanding academics. In 2018 Cardi-
nal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School received recognition as an “Exemplary High Performing School” by 
the U.S. Department of Education (meaning CJB is among the nation’s highest performing schools as 
measured by academic state assessments and nationally-normed tests in Reading and Mathematics). 
This is the second Blue Ribbon designation for CJB! Achieving Blue Ribbon status once is outstanding; to 
receive the designation twice is very rare! 
 This second Blue Ribbon designation makes us prouder than ever to invite you to send your chil-
dren to CJB not just for Grades 1-8, but for 3-year and 4-year old Pre-K and Kindergarten, as well. (We 
offer full-day and half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K; our Kindergarten program is full-day.) 
 CJB is celebrating its 20th year and as we continue growing, we have so much to be proud of! In 
addition to Blue Ribbon academic excellence, our faith-based daily religious instruction, shared communal 
prayer and weekly Mass contribute to shaping the spiritual lives of our students. Children are also encour-
aged to maximize their God-given talents by participating in extra-curricular activities, from athletics to 
technology, and from choir to drama. In addition to these opportunities, our students volunteer their time in 
local community service projects. Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, former Archbishop of 
Chicago, devoted his life to issues of social justice, peace and the sanctity of human life. It is important to 
us that his legacy remains a part of CJB. 
 We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School students. We challenge 
them academically, and we strive to instill in them the Gospel values. CJB provides a loving and nurturing  
environment in which children grow intellectually, spiritually, physically and emotionally. If this is the kind of 
school that you would like for your child, we look forward to meeting you and answering your questions. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
     Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
     Kelly Bourrell, Principal 
 
P.S. Until COVID restrictions relax, plans are being made for private tours on Cardinal Joseph  

Bernardin School and January 23 and January 31. Call 708-403-6525 for details. 
        Visit www.cjbschool.org to complete an online application for the 2021-22 school year.  
As a registered, practicing parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-parish” 
rate. (“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who consistently attend Mass, send their  
children to Religious Education or Catholic school, and support their parish with time, talent,  
and treasure. This is an on-going expectation during years of enrollment at CJB. Use of parish 
envelopes is expected.) 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is a  
TWICE Recognized Exemplary High Performing National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

 
WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 

 
SAFELY-DISTANCED PRIVATE TOURS AVAILABLE JANUARY 23 and 31. 

 
TO REGISTER: 

Visit www.cjbschool.org 
and click on ADMISSIONS 

and then OPEN HOUSE to REGISTER 
 
 
Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School? 
Where is it located?  
CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, 
and St. Elizabeth Seton CJB also welcomes children from other parishes, as well as children from households whose 
parents are seeking a Christ-centered educational environment. Please share this news with your neighbors and 
friends! CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in Orland Hills. 
 
Do you have Pre-K and Kindergarten classes? 
Yes! We offer half-day and full-day 3-PreK and 4-PreK! Kindergarten is full-day. Half-day 3-PreK is Monday-Thursday  
(7:40-10:40am) Half-day 4-PreK is Monday-Friday (7:40-10:40am). Our full-day PreK and Kindergarten programs are, 
of course, Monday-Friday. Full-day hours are 7:40-2:40pm (except on Tuesdays when we dismiss at 2pm). CJB  
Administration reserves the right to combine 3- and 4-year old Pre-K students if class sizes warrant doing so. 
 
Where and when may I get registration materials?  
How do I register? 
“Open registration” is happening now! We will accept applications until all spaces are filled. Our registration application 
is available online at www.cjbschool.org To register, submit the online application, then mail (USPS) or drop off an origi-
nal birth and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a family registration fee of $250. For Grades 1-8, in-
clude a copy of the 2020-21 first semester report card, the report card from your student’s last TWO years of school, 
and all standardized test scores. 
 
What is the tuition fee? 
Parishioner tuition for 2021-22 will be announced soon. Current year in-parish tuition (K-8) is $5,620. Non-parishioner 
tuition is $6,572. Full-day 3-PreK and 4-PreK is $6,016. Half-day 3-PreK tuition is $3,250. Half-day 4-PreK tuition is 
$3,848. 
 
Is Financial Aid available? 
Financial aid is available for qualifying in-parish families (K-8). When you complete our online application, you will have 
an opportunity to complete the financial aid application. Financial applications must be submitted by mid-March.  
 
Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 
Our Extended Day Program opens at 6:30am and closes when the school day begins; it re-opens at 2:40pm and closes 
for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced monthly. All 
registered students may attend the Extended Day Program. 
 
When may I register? 
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW. 
 
 
Additional questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 …
or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org. Call Mrs. Devlin to arrange a tour! 
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 SAINT OF THE WEEK 

200-250 
 

Pope	Fabian	was	the	bishop	of	Rome	from		
January	10,	236,	to	his	death	on	January	20,	250,	
succeeding	Pope	Anterus	(Papacy:	November	21,	

235	ending	at	his	death	January	3,	236).	
 FABIAN WAS A ROMAN LAYMAN who came into the city from his farm one day as clergy and people were preparing to elect a new pope. Eusebius, a Church historian, says a dove lew in and settled on the head of Fabian. This sign united the votes of clergy and laity, and he was chosen unanimously.      He led the Church for 14 years and died a mar-tyr’s death during the persecution of Decius in 250 A.D. Saint Cyprian wrote to his successor that Fabian was an “incomparable” man whose glory in death matched the holiness and purity of his life.      In the catacombs of St. Callistus, the stone that covered Fabian’s grave may still be seen, broken into four pieces, bearing the Greek words, “Fabian, bishop, martyr.”	

 

COMMENT 
We can go confidently into the future and accept the 
change that growth demands only if we have firm 
roots in the past, in a living tradition. A few pieces of 
stone in Rome are a reminder to us that we are bear-
ers of more than 20 centuries of a living tradition of 
faith and courage in living the life of Christ and show-
ing it to the world. We have brothers and sisters who 
have “gone before us with the sign of faith,” as the 
First Eucharistic Prayer puts it, to light the way for us.  

         A Golden Opportunities allows you to save thou-
sands of dollars at a variety of your favorite local mer-
chants that include: dining pleasures, casual dining, 
entertainment, sports, retail, and more!  

Available in the Parish Office 
Please call the parish office at 708-403-0101 

to set up a pickup time. 

Only 
$20! 

A great way in 
supporting  

local businesses 
during the 

COVID-19 
pandemic! 

The	Week	of	Prayer	for	Christian	Unity	has a history of over 100 years, in which Christians around the world have taken part in an octave of prayer for visible Christian unity and move toward the ful illment of Jesus' prayer at the Last  Supper "that they all may be one." (cf.	John	 3: ).   
     “LOVING GOD, we ask that You would grant us the spirit of 
wisdom and unity, so that we may be one, even as You are one 
with our Lord Jesus Christ – and He with You. 
     Enable all the members of the body of Christ, to live together 
in unity and fellowship with one another, and lead us into the 
paths of peace and righteousness – so that we may be well 
pleasing in Your sight. 
      We ask You to teach us how to love one another as Christ 
loved us and help us to show one another the unusual kindness 
that can only come from knowing Your Son Jesus.  
     May the Spirit s r up in our hearts a desire to be united as 
one, in the bond of peace and fellowship. This we ask in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.” 

WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

JAN 18-25 
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T he over 60 million abortions since the 1973 decisions of Roe v. W ade and Doe v. Bolton reflect with 
heartbreaking magnitude what Pope Francis means by a “throwaway culture.” However, we have great 
trust in God’s providence. We are reminded time and again in Scripture to seek the Lord’s help, and as 

people of faith, we believe that our prayers are heard. As individuals, we are called to observe this day through 
the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms. Another way to take part is through participating 
in special events to observe the anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  

       “A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. 
Through special ini a ves and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator 
and lover of life, from every Chris an community, from every group and associa on, from every 
family and from the heart of every believer.” — St. John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 100 

    JANUARY 21, 1PM, MOVING THE MOVEMENT TOUR 
        CARDINAL BLASE CUPICH, GUEST SPEAKER 
        Carmel Catholic High School, Mundelein 
        h ps://marchforlifechicago.org/tour-details/#chicago 
The event features a Diaper Drive benefi ng Aid for Women 
[aidforwomen.org]. Organizers of the March for Life Chicago 
understand that many people will not be able to travel to  
Chicago for a march and in January began hos ng the first-ever 
Moving the Movement Tour: six outdoor, socially-distanced  
caravan car rallies in four states including Madison, WI; Des 
Moines; IA, Indianapolis, IN; Omaha, NE; Mundelein, IL; and  
Fort Wayne, IN and returning to Chicago, IL. Each stop offers 
inspiring speakers and compelling pro-life stories. Organizers/
local sponsors will advocate for mothers and their babies and 
put out a rallying cry for an end to an -life legisla on.  
 
JANUARY 22, 12 NOON, HOLY NAME CATHEDRAL 
        ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO MASS FOR LIFE 
        Celebrant: Bishop Kevin Birmingham 
         (livestream h ps://youtu.be/GdEslPMbhhc) 
 
    JANUARY 23, 12 NOON 
        MOVING THE MOVEMENT TOUR-MARCH FOR LIFE 
The tour will culminate in Chicago on January 23 for the  
annual March for Life Chicago (details/informa on/to  
register to the right or visit MarchforLifeChicago.org). 

UPCOMING ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO RESPECT LIFE EVENTS 

Page Fourteen January 17, 2021 
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Portiuncula Center for Prayer 
9263 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, IL 

 
“I	invite	you	to	open	the	door	of	your	heart		
and	stand	on	the	threshold	of	your	own		

particular	path.”	—	Joyce	Rupp	
 

WOMEN’S SACRED SPA DAY/WINTER WELLNESS 
1/23/2021  9:30am-4:30pm  Fee: $100 

Sacred Spa Day includes 90 minute Sacred Gong Sound 
Healing Meditation, 30-minute individual bodywork, lunch, 
group sessions, and optional activities. In this first month  
of a new year, we will be honoring body, mind, and spirit. 
We will begin by setting an inspirational tone in the context 
of prayer and ritual followed by a Healing Sacred Gong 
Ceremony. These vibrational sounds energize and quiet 
body, mind, and spirit, while providing space for inner heal-
ing. The day also includes 30 minutes of individual body-
work, and opportunities to nurture your spirit, ending with 
time for conversation and reflection on the day. Bring mat, 
pillows, blankets for the Gong Ceremony. Zero gravity 
chairs are available for those who prefer to be in a chair. 
Indicate this preference at the time of registration. Facilita-
tors: Janice Keenan OSF, Marian and Gabriela Kraus. 

 
To register for or for more informa on contact: 

www.por orprayer.org or 815-464-3880,  
or email to info@por orprayer.org 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” —Matthew 25-35 
 

     Join the Immigration Ministry of the Office of Human 
Dignity and Solidarity to pray, learn and discuss issues of 
migration in a respectful virtual environment. As missionary 
disciples, we can explore how we can respond to Christ’s 
call to give welcome.  
     Join us for our next film session that includes prayer, a  
documentary viewing and moderated group discussion.  
 

HUMAN FLOW, January, 28, 7-9:00 pm 
A compelling cinematographically documentation of global 
migration, followed by group discussion.  
ZOOM LINK: zoom.us/j/96333104706 
 
For more information or questions please contact: 
Mary Lou Matheke at mmatheke@archchicago.org 
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          Pray the Rosary 
        with the 

         St. Elizabeth Seton 
        Rosary Prayer Group      

         The Rosary Prayer Group 
     gathers in the church 

                       after 9am Mass on Tuesdays 
                     and Thursdays by our statue,  

                 MARY, SEAT OF WISDOM, to 
offer intentions with the  

          intercession of Mary, and pray 
            the decades of the rosary while  

  contemplating the scenes of our 
      Lord’s life, death and resurrection. 

  
  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

	

Seton Sowers 
Newborns in Need 

Newborns in Need volunteers provide care 
necessities to agencies/hospitals serving prem-
ature, ill, or impoverished newborns. Newborns 
In Need distributes these items free of charge. 
Newborns in Need is unable to meet due to the 
current virus but we are still collecting items. If 
you knit, crochet or sew, we would be happy to 
have you make and share baby items for prem-
ature and sick newborns. The group would also 
appreciate donations of baby fabric and yarn 
as well as any financial gifts you want to share. 
For information or for drop off arrangements,  
call Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 
 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 NEW HOURS Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is offered on Saturday, between 4:00-4:30pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 
 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Soup Kitchen in Joliet; Sharing Parish with  
St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry: COURAGE Program, 
Mother’s Day Flowers For Life, Life Chain Sunday, Diaper 
Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith 
Team); Environmental Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to pray the Rosary each Tuesday/Thursday in the 
church, by our statue of the Mary, after 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Prayer offered on Wednesdays following the 9am Mass.  

Creation Care Team Ministry 
A cross-parish Renew My Church initiative taking action to  
promote positive environmental change through education, 
individual action and community outreach in the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si. The group meets the third  
Monday each month in the Gubbins Center, 7pm. Call Andy 
Panelli, 708-301-8038. 

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers 
deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community 
when they are experiencing times with medical, health, new 
baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal  
or to become a meal provider contact Leslie Skryzpiec at 
708-349-4153 or heartwarmers@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for spiritual, physical or emotional com-
fort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the twice-monthly 
meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a shawl, call the 
parish office at 708-403-0101. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
Donations of yarn/fabric/baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For 
information/meeting dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
The HOPE Employment Ministry is available to provide  
assistance to anyone who is seeking employment or a career 
change. If you require assistance with the job search process, 
including resume review, networking or interview skills, please 
contact askibinski@steseton.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire to 
stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the O’Mara Hall, Thursdays,  
7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and women sharing  
their experience, strength, and hope so that they may solve  
their common problem and help others to recover. The only  
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who has 
a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on 
Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd and 80th 
Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). Call 708-
429-2507 or 708-269-9853. Virtual meeting information at: 
https://www.familiesanonymous.org/meetings/virtual-meetings/ 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from 
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  
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Monday 
Heb 5:1-10 
Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday 
Heb 6:10-20; 
Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday 
Heb 7:1-3, 

15-17 
Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday 
Heb 7:25—8:6 

Mk 3:7-12 

Friday 
Heb 8:6-13 
Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday 
Heb 9:2-3, 

11-14 
Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday 
Jon 3:1-5, 10 
1 Cor 7:29-31 

Mk 1:14-20  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [JANUARY 18-JANUARY 24] 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
PROPHETS RELUCTANT, REORIENTED 

					Sometimes	God	calls	us	out	of	the	patterns	of	our	day-to-
day	existence	to	take	on	something	new.	Though	we	hesi-
tate—	we	are	content	with	life	as	it	is	—	the	call	to	turn	
our	lives	anew	is	not	to	be	resisted.	

  FIRST READING 
The	people	of	Nineveh	believed	God	and	turned	from	their	
evil	ways	(Jonah	3:1-5,	10).	Jesus proclaims that the kingdom of God is at hand  and he calls us to conversion. Jonah goes to Nineveh, a pagan city, and he preaches that God is ready to punish the city for all of its sins. The people respond to this  announcement with a call to repentance. The king  decrees a fast for everyone in the city. He reasons that God might relent and forgive them their sins (which is exactly what happens). Today, as at every Mass, we  are called to examine our lives and turn from our sinful paths so that we might respond to God’s call.  
  SECOND READING 
The	world	in	its	present	form	is	passing	away	(1	Cor	7:29-31).	Christians in the early days of the Church believed that the end of the world was at hand. Thus, St. Paul instruct-ed this community to live as if our worldly concerns were no longer important. We do not know when the world will end, but we can still maintain a proper perspective on our problems if we view them in light of eternity (if we do not allow ourselves to get caught up in our every-day concerns). 

  GOSPEL 
This	is	the	time	of	fulfillment.	The	kingdom	of	God	is	at	
hand	(Mark	1:14-20).	This Gospel passage recounts the call of the first apostles: Peter and Andrew, James and John. Both pairs of brothers were fishermen, and Jesus called them from their activi-ties to become proclaimers of the Word of God. The time of fulfillment and the Kingdom of God are that time when God’s law would be observed in righteousness. All people would turn their hearts back to the ways of the Lord. Je-sus both proclaimed the dawning of that era and was the personification of the Kingdom of God. This is the good news (Gospel) that Jesus proclaims. These first apostles left all that they had and they followed Jesus wherever he went. This is our call as well. We do not necessarily have to leave our homes and families, but we do have to live our Christian calling in such a way that everything else (work possessions, status, etc.) is secondary. 




  REFLECTION Do you like change? Most people do not. Even when we choose a change, familiar patterns of living and ways of being are replaced by newness that often requires a peri-od of adjustment. Moving, for example, can be exciting and at the same time challenging. We pack and unpack, and nothing is familiar to our old routine. We need to learn new systems, choose new doctors, and we miss people we have left behind. Change, whether chosen, in-vited, or imposed, requires reorienting one’s life on many, if not all, levels. Jesus’ proclamation, “This is the time… Repent, and believe in the gospel,” asked for a sim-ilar reorientation of life. Andrew and Simon reorient their lives immediately, abandoning their nets to follow Jesus. So do the Zebedee brothers. Jonah resisted God before he was willing to reorient his life and do what God asked. When the Ninevites responded quickly, Jonah was upset that God redid God’s plan and did not destroy Jonah’s Ni-nevite enemies. God created them too and invites all, those we love and those we have trouble loving, into a transformative relationship. Our job is to reorient our lives to become as loving as Jesus proclaimed that God is. Life changes from the moment we are born. Each day, the world as we’ve know it is passing away. How do  we respond? Will we let the discomfort of the unfamiliar be the cost of reorienting our lives to become so familiar with God, through Jesus, that in us people will see that the change is worth because “The kingdom of God is at hand”? 

Sunday, 
January 24, 2021

Scripture Reflections for
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
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VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 

Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy 

Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Receptionist 
Karen Opyd, Receptionist 
 

Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance 
Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101 
Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-1PM SUNDAY: 9AM-1PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal: Kelly Bourrell    Vice Principal: Jennie Pagliaro    Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

 5:00 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30AM  
GREETERS       

LECTORS      

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

     

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

     

SACRISTANS      

REOPENING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
 

Liturgical ministries will be serving on a limited basis. 
 

Currently, Mass Captains are serving at each Mass time 
to ensure safety restrictions are implemented.  

When the parish returns to 100% capacity, 
we will list the Liturgical Ministry schedule in full. 

 
Due to the Archdiocesan guidelines 

for CORONAVIRUS concerns, 
we will refrain from the  

distribution of Holy Communion  
to the faithful via the chalice. 

 
All Liturgical Minister inquiries  

should be directed to 
Carlos Bautista, Director of Liturgy, 

cbautista@steseton.com 
708-403-0101, ext. 102. 
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