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The Glow of Christmas… 
     Thankfully, Christmas is not just one weekend.  
It is a season lasting until the Feast of the Baptism  
of the Lord.  
     At this time of year when we remember the gifts we 
have received from God, one of the year-long gifts that 
we enjoy in the community of Orland Hills, Orland Park, 
and Tinley Park is our parish of St. Elizabeth Seton. 
Whether as our spiritual home where we give praise to 
God for wonders, petition Him for our needs, or thank 
Him for our blessings, our parish church is truly a holy 
place where we are shaped by the gospels, and 
nourished by the Eucharist. It is a place that forms us 
into a community of faith that lives out the gospel values 
in our daily lives.  
     Our parish is also a beacon of hope. We provide 
solace to the bereaved, accompaniment to those who 
are ill, wisdom to those who are discerning, support to 
those struggling with addictions, faith formation for the 
next generation, and community to people of all ages. 
We seek to be, in the words of Pope Francis and 
Cardinal Cupich a “Field Hospital” binding up the 
wounds of those who are in need in our society.  
     We could do none of this without God’s grace, and 
the generous contributions of our parishioners of their 
time, talent, leadership, and money. At this time of 
Christmas when we remember the many gifts that the 
Lord has given us, beginning with the wondrous gift of 
the Incarnation—Jesus taking flesh—we also remember 
the gift in our lives that is St. Elizabeth Seton Parish.  
     I thank you for your ongoing support and 
contributions to our parish community. 
 
Back to the Real World… 
     Our Christmas break ends for the students of the 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School this coming 
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2017 when classes resume. Classes 
for our parish religious education program resume on 
Monday, January 9th. Make these last free days count! 
 
Are You Friendly?… 
     After the new year, at the urging of the Parish 
Council, and following through on recommendations 
from our Parish Transformation Program, we are 
seeking to establish a “Welcome Committee” who would 
reach out to new parishioners as they register. This 
phone contact would help the newcomers navigate the 
items in the parish welcome packet, and follow up on 
their expressed interests, allowing them to connect with 
parish groups, organizations, ministries, outreach 
groups, as well as the newcomer’s own interests. We 
welcome about 80 new registered families per year. We 
would hope to have each committee member contact 
one new family per month.  
 

     More information will be available in the weeks 
ahead. This could be the answer to your upcoming  
New Year’s Resolution to do something new and 
different in 2017! 
 
30th Anniversary Celebratory Mass  
and Dinner Dance… 
       Our parish will celebrate it’s 30th Anniversary as  
a parish on Feb. 14, 2017! Time flies when you are 
having fun! To celebrate this milestone anniversary we 
are celebrating a 30th Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 
Feb. 12, 2017, at 11:30 AM, in the church. The main 
celebrant of the Mass will be Cardinal Cupich, 
Archbishop of Chicago. 
       Please plan on attending that Mass as we thank 
God for all the blessings he has given us through our 
parish community. We all have a lot to be thankful for. 
Just think of the thousands of people baptized in our 
parish over the past 30 years. The thousands who 
received the sacraments of First Reconciliation, First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation. The thousands of 
couples that began their sacramental married life here. 
The tens of thousands who have been reconciled to 
God. The thousands of bereaved families who have 
been comforted. The tens of thousands who were 
visited when they were ill, and thousands who were 
sacramentally anointed. Think of the agents of care that 
this parish has been to people in need not only in our 
own geographic area, but in our sharing parish in 
Pilsen. God has been praised by and been alive in his 
works through our community. We have a lot to be 
thankful for and to celebrate! 
      The following Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, we will have 
a parish 30th Anniversary Dinner Dance at the Orland 
Chateau in Orland Park, running from 6:30 PM until 
Midnight. Music will be by “Fun, Fun, Fun DJs.” The 
dinner will offer a filet mignon and chicken entrée, and 
an open bar with top shelf liquor. Tickets are $60 per 
person and will go on sale the weekend of January 7-8. 
We are hoping groups of parishioners will gather their 
own tables of friends, family, and neighbors for this 
festive occasion. Seating is limited to 400 guests, so 
please do not delay in purchasing your tickets. 
 
The Anniversary Party Planning Committee…. 
     The committee planning our Thirtieth Anniversary 
Celebration will meet on Monday, Jan. 9, at 7:00 PM, in 
the parish office.  
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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Mon., Jan. 2 (9am) Betty Gildea; Ryan Redmond 
Tues., Jan. 3 (9am) Seniors of Seton (Living and Deceased);  
Sister Mary Modesta Connolly, CSJ  
Wed., Jan. 4 (9am) Janice Ann Brooks; Salvatore Roti 
Thur., Jan. 5 (9am) Peter Jurek; Alvin Smith 
Fri., Jan. 6 (9am) Richard Spindler; Thomas and Ellen Connolly 
Sat., Jan. 7 (5pm) Ellen Connolly; Ralph Sharp 
Sun., Jan. 8 
(7:15am) Patricia Henry; Don Habich 
(8:30am) For All Parishioners; Jack Yanahan 
(10am) Alfred Franco; John and Concetta Velcich 
(11:30am) Bob Palma; Dorothy Heidy 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Annie Roti 
   Ron Grencik 
   Nicole Pulciani 
   Nica Pulciani 
   Loretta O’Connell 
   Wally O’Connell 
   Mike Hall 
   Frances Marszalek 
   Jim Duffy 
   Theresa Buckler 
   Jean Jackstis 
   Steve Kreuz 
 

   “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
WEDDINGS 

Please pray for these couples as they prepare for the Sacrament 
of Matrimony: 
Jennifer Legerski and Mark Klabacha; 1-21-17 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
The parish offices are closed on  

Monday, Jan. 2, for the holidays.  
The parish staff wishes all 

a safe and blessed New Year. 

 
WELCOME 

Moon and Jung Hwa Kim 
Elaine Kucharski 

A NEW YEAR’S 
PRAYER 

 
Dear God, 

as this New Year dawns, 
let us not be blinded  

by the world’s darkness, 
or consumed by paralyzing fear. 

 
Let us remember, 

from darkness you bring forth light. 
Out of winters’ death  
you give birth to life. 

 
Let us remember, 

That which is dormant 
will spring to life, 

That which is pruned 
will sprout new strength. 

 
Let us remember, 
You are the light 

that gives us sight. 
You are the breath 
that gives us life. 
You are the water 

that quenches thirst. 
 

God as this New Year dawns, 
Let us give birth to what honors you. 

Let us give life 
to what makes your goodness shine. 

Let us give growth 
to your emerging eternal world. 

 
In the depths of our hearts let us cry, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Author: Christine Sine 
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 Mark your calendars now for our 

 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish 

DINNER DANCE 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017 
6:30-Midnight 
 

Orland Chateau 
$60 per person 
includes Dinner and Open Bar 
Music by Fun! Fun! Fun! DJ’s  

Tickets available for sale beginning  
January 7 and January 8 after all  
weekend Masses in the Narthex 
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H ans Urs Von Balthazar 
once wrote: “After a 
Mother has smiled for a 

long time at her child, the child 
will begin to smile back; she has 
awakened love in its heart, and  
in awakening love in its heart, she 
awakes also recognition.” 
     Awakening love and recogni-
tion within a child’s heart is a  
result of more than just the 
mother’s smile, her voice is also 
important. Mothers don’t just  
cuddle babies and smile at them, 
they also speak to them. It’s this, 
hearing the mother’s voice beck-
oning the child to come outwards 
towards a bigger world even 
when there isn’t yet any real understanding of what’s  
being said, that’s vital in bringing a child to self-
awareness and speech. We come out of the darkness 
and chaos of infancy precisely to the extent that we are 
called out by voices that cajole, caress, reassure, and 
keep forever luring us beyond ourselves. 
     During the early critical months of a child’s life, it’s the 
mother’s voice that does most of this. That’s why the first 
language we learn is called our “mother tongue.” There 
are no “father tongues.” It’s the mother’s voice that first 
caressed us and lured us out of unthinking, inarticulate 
darkness. Rainer Marie Rilke says that an infant’s journey 
into human awareness depends upon the mother’s voice 
displacing “the surging abyss.” 
     Language philosophers agree. In their view, language 
structures consciousness and creates the very possibility 
of thought and feeling. Before we can use a language, 
we’re trapped inside a darkness and chaos that leave us 
unable to think or speak as human beings. 
     We see this illustrated in the case of Helen Keller,  
who was born blind and deaf and was taught to speak 
only by the extraordinary efforts of a gifted teacher,  
Annie Sullivan. In a real sense, Annie Sullivan, Helen’s 
teacher, broke open the world for her. By teaching her 
language, Annie Sullivan precisely brought Helen Keller 
out of darkness and chaos and opened up for her the 
possibility of freedom, thought, deeper feeling, self-
expression, and the awareness of love. 

P erhaps no image is more valuable than this to 
help us understand how the Word of God is meant 
to work in our lives. All preaching, teaching,  

theology, and pastoral practice is really in function of  
letting God’s voice become the smiling, beckoning,  
caressing, cajoling, luring voice of the mother, calling  
us out of fear, darkness, chaos, and muted frustration to 
freedom, thought, self-expression, and the awareness  
of love. The purpose of God’s word is not, first of all,  

to challenge us towards charity,  
social justice, morality, or even to 
the worship of something higher 
or to form community among  
ourselves, important though  
these are in themselves. Christ 
came, as God’s incarnate Word, 
to bring us life, light, and love. 
This means that Christ came to 
do what our mother tongue does, 
namely, to call us out beyond the 
fear, darkness, and chaos that  
prevents us from entering the 
world of self-expression, thought, 
and conscious love. 

C hrist, as Word, is  
analogous to Annie  
Sullivan trying to help 

Helen Keller break through the chaos of being trapped 
inside herself, unaware of deeper consciousness,  
unable to speak, and blocked from fully entering human 
life. It’s no accident that the gospels speak of Christ as 
“the Word” because Christianity is more a particular kind 
of language (a “mother tongue”) than it is a religion. 
     Religion doesn’t always understand itself in that way. 
In our theology schools, in our church circles, and in our 
preaching and religious teaching, in general there is too 
little of Annie Sullivan and too much a using of God’s 
word for every other kind purpose. If we look at a sam-
pling of religious literature of any persuasion (the preach-
ing, teaching, and writing of liberals and conservatives 
alike within any denomination) or at the language that 
drives social justice spiritualities, academic theology, de-
votional literature, new age spiritualities, or the theologies 
of other world religions, we will find, with few salient ex-
ceptions, too little that sounds like a “mother tongue.” For 
the most part, we will search in vain for an Annie Sullivan 
who with infinite patience, understanding, and gentle-
ness, is trying to coax us out of the darkness, inarticulate-
ness, deafness, and chaos into which we were born. 
     That’s not to say that what passes today for preach-
ing, theology, and pastoral practice is not full of valuable 
truth, interesting insights, and prophetic challenge. 
There’s lots of good theology around. But what’s more 
absent are the loving sounds and coaxing words, along 
with the gentle cadence, that we first heard from our 
mothers when they lured us into self-awareness. What’s 
needed in theology, spirituality, and church circles are 
caressing, gentle, beckoning voices that, with the pa-
tience and love of an Annie Sullivan, try to teach us how 
to speak and to enter a world whose complexity and 
hugeness dwarfs and frightens us. It’s not easy to be led 
out of darkness. 
     The search for God is very much the search to hear 
the divine in our “mother tongue.” 

The Mother Tongue 
By Father Ron Rolheiser 
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Join the HOPE Ministry 
in kicking off our 

11th year of service 
with a Special Mass! 

 

Tuesday, January 3 
Mass at 7pm 

 
The H.O.P.E. (Helpful Outreach for People 
seeking Employment) Employment Support 
Ministry meets at St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm in 
the Parish Hall. Our sessions are open to all 
faiths and denominations. We meet to offer 

support, fellowship, guidance and information for the employed, unemployed, or 
those in Career Transition. HOPE Ministry leaders review and critique resumes; 
offer job search and interview tips; and pass along job leads. Each month we 
also provide a guest speaker to support those in transition. 
 
We invite people of all faiths to join us for this Mass. The Mass is intended to be 
a shared prayer for support and inspiration in the job search; in gratitude for 
blessings received; and for the hope of blessings forthcoming.  
 
Whether you are employed or unemployed, all are most welcome to attend, 
including spouses and children, as they are part of everyone’s support group.  
We especially encourage Alumni of the HOPE program to attend and share their 
experiences. A Networking Reception will immediately follow this uplifting, 
energizing event.  
 
Please RSVP to Lee Junkans via email – ajunkans@aol.com. Please put HOPE 
Mass in the subject of your email. 
 
LinkedIn Members are encouraged to join the H.O.P.E. Employment Support 
Ministry Group to share job leads, network, etc. The group can be accessed 
through www.linkedin.com.  

 
Start the New Year off right with some HOPE  

and a Mass on Tuesday, January 3 @ 7pm… 
because everyone could use a little HOPE! 

 

Helping Outreach for People 
Seeking Employment 

 



SAVE THE DATE 

UPCOMING TRIPS 

Seniors of Seton 
  

EVENTS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today is New Year’s Day and  
we will start a new year for us at 

Seniors of Seton... 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday,  
Jan. 3, 2017, with C.J. Martello  
giving us a glimpse of history into 
the George Pullman “The Man  
and His Model Town” in the Parish 
Life Center. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trip questions or reservations please 
contact Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

 

1920’S GANGSTER MURDER MYSTERY 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 

BUCA DI BEPPO ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
15350 S 94th Ave., Orland Park 
Doors open: 11am. Luncheon: 11:30am. $37 
per person. Includes: Family-Style Luncheon: 
salad, entrée, two pastas, unlimited beverage 
(coffee, tea, soft drinks). Then travel back in 
time to the Roaring 20’s—the era of Flappers, 
Gangsters, Bootleggers, Prohibition and “Old 
Henry’s Speakeasy.” Take part in solving the 
crimes that take place at the Speakeasy. 
Transportation on own. Limited seating.  
Reservations/payment deadline by our 
January 3 meeting. Checks payable SOS. 
Contact Ceil Matul at 708-460-6004. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 13, 14, 15 & 16 
for another FUNDRAISER at 

“ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY RESTAURANT” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish everyone a Happy New Year 
from all of us at Seniors of Seton! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  
 
 
 
 
 

Mary’s divine motherhood broadens the Christmas 
spotlight. Mary has an important role to play in the 

Incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     SHE CONSENTS TO GOD’S INVITATION conveyed by the 
angel (Luke 1:26-38). Elizabeth proclaims: “Most blessed 
are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:42-43, emphasis added). 
Mary’s role as mother of God places her in a unique 
position in God’s redemptive plan. 
      Without naming Mary, Paul asserts that “God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). 
Paul’s further statement that “God sent the spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying out ‘Abba, Father!’“ helps us 
realize that Mary is mother to all the brothers and sisters 
of Jesus. 
     Some theologians also insist that Mary’s motherhood of 
Jesus is an important element in God’s creative plan. God’s 
“first” thought in creating was Jesus. Jesus, the incarnate 
Word, is the one who could give God perfect love and 
worship on behalf of all creation. As Jesus was “first” in 
God’s mind, Mary was “second” insofar as she was chosen 
from all eternity to be his mother. 
     The precise title “Mother of God” goes back at least to 
the third or fourth century. In the Greek form Theotokos 
(God-bearer), it became the touchstone of the Church’s 
teaching about the Incarnation. The Council of Ephesus in 
431 insisted that the holy Fathers were right in calling the 
holy virgin Theotokos. At the end of this particular session, 
crowds of people marched through the street shouting: 
“Praised be the Theotokos!” The tradition reaches to our 
own day. In its chapter on Mary’s role in the Church, 
Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church calls Mary 
“Mother of God” 12 times. 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENT 
Mary is the mother of the Prince of Peace. It is the 
first day of a new year: Mary continues to bring new 
life to her children—who are also God’s children.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 



In honor of the Feast Day of our Patron Saint, St. Elizabeth Seton, you are invited to attend 
9:00am Mass on Wednesday, January 4. Refreshments offered following Mass in the Narthex. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR SERVICE 
On Saturday, Dec. 17, John and Kathy Kocher (pictured on 
the right) were presented with the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution Community Service Award by  
Swallow Cliff Chapter Regent Gale Shafer (photo, left). The 
Kochers were recognized for their advocacy efforts in educating 
young people about water safety and, in particular, the dangers 
of rip currents. After losing their son, Matt, to a Lake Michigan 
rip current in 2013, they have made it their mission to keep 
Matt's memory alive through the presentation of water safety 
classes and the awarding of scholarships of excellence to high 
school seniors through the Matthew Kocher Foundation.   
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WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION: JESUS, A PILGRIMAGE 

 James Martin, SJ, gifted storyteller, editor at large of 
America magazine, popular media commentator, and New 
York Times bestselling author of The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) 
Everything, brings the Gospels to life in Jesus: A Pilgrimage, and 
invites believers and seekers alike to experience Jesus 
through Scripture, prayer and travel. 
 Combining the fascinating insights of historical Jesus 
studies with profound spiritual insights about the Christ of 
faith, Father Martin recreates the world of first-century 
Galilee and Judea to usher you into Jesus’ life and times and 
show readers how Jesus speaks to us today. Martin also 
brings together the most up-to-date Scripture scholarship, 
wise spiritual reflections, and lighthearted stories about 
traveling through the Holy Land with a fellow (and funny) 
Jesuit, visiting important sites in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. 

     The person at the heart of the Gospels can seem impossibly distant. Stories about his 
astonishing life and ministry—clever parables that upended everyone's expectations, incredible 
healings that convinced even skeptics, nature miracles that dazzled the dumbstruck disciples—
can seem far removed from our own daily lives, hard to understand, and at times irrelevant. But 
in Jesus you will come to know him as Father Martin knows him: Messiah and Savior, as well as 
friend and brother. 
 
 “This book is designed to be accessible to anyone—from those just starting to think about Jesus to  
those who feel that they may know the topic well.  It is designed for people of deep faith or no faith who want to 
know about Jesus... I would like to introduce you to the Jesus I know, and love, the person at the center of my life.  
Getting to know Jesus, like getting to know anyone, has been a pilgrimage.” —EXCERPT FROM INTRODUCTION 

Book Cost: $12  
Register and pick up a book in the Parish Office today. 

We invite you to come Monday mornings beginning January 16. 
We will meet after morning Mass at 10:00am in the Cornerstone building 

(NE Corner of 94th Avenue and 167th St). 
A limited number of soft cover books are available for purchase. 

(Feel free to obtain a book on your own.) 
Please prepare for the January 16th Book Discussion by reading the following: 

   Introduction     Pages   1-15 
   Chapter 1  Pilgrims Pages 16-25 
   Chapter 2  Yes  Pages 26-50 

 Join us Mondays, beginning January 16 
10:00 am in the Cornerstone building 
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 Madrid Madrid Madrid   
 Toledo Toledo Toledo   
 Avila Avila Avila   
 Segovia Segovia Segovia   
 Barcelona Barcelona Barcelona   
 Sagrada Familia Sagrada Familia Sagrada Familia   
 Monserrat Monserrat Monserrat   
 Flamenco Dancing Flamenco Dancing Flamenco Dancing   

Journey to SpainJourney to SpainJourney to Spain   
Sept. 6Sept. 6Sept. 6---13, 201713, 201713, 2017   
with Fr. Bill Gubbinswith Fr. Bill Gubbinswith Fr. Bill Gubbins   

Eight DaysEight DaysEight Days   
Cost: $2,999Cost: $2,999Cost: $2,999   

(Price includes airfare, 
transportation to and 
from airport, hotels, 

meals and coach 
transportation 

throughout Spain.) 
For information call 

Fr. Bill Gubbins 
at 708-460-9485. 

Photo image: 
Sagrada Familia Basilica 
Barcelona, Spain 



Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Strengthen your marriage in faithfulness by attending  
a WorldWide Marriage Encounter weekend on  
February 17-19, 2017 or April 7-9, 2017, all at Elk 
Grove Village, IL. Early registration is highly recom-
mended. For reservations/information, contact http://
wwme-chicagoland.org or call 630-577-0778. 
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     Fr. C. C. Boyle Council of St. George 
Parish has sponsored three billboards 
to "Keep Christ in Christmas". One is 
electronic and located on I-294 at  
115th and Ridgeland. It is expected  
to be viewed by 450,000 people per  
week for 10 seconds every 80 seconds 
night and day. The second billboard  
is located on 159th at 94th Avenue. 
The location of the third electronic 
billboard is still to be determined.  
This billboard will be sponsored with  
a $200 donation in participation by  
our St. Elizabeth Seton Men's Club. 

Look for this sign on local  
electronic billboards, sponsored 

in part by our Men’s Club... 

It’s no surprise to all of us  
that the Cold and Flu Season  
is here... 

We are all challenged to do 
our sensible best to avoid 
getting the flu or passing it  

                                        on to others. Life does and will 
continue to go on and we will be washing our hands 
more, coughing and sneezing into our sleeves, and 
staying out of crowds when appropriate. We want you to 
know we are well aware of the many concerns people 
have regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this 
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take 
care that health and safety concerns will prevail. The 
reception of the Precious Blood will remain available. 
The greeting of “Peace” will continue to be given. If you 
wish to acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting 
only, please do so. May we all be blessed with good 
health. 

  

 

Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 
Ah Choo! 

Sacred Space Prayer Books can be purchased in the parish office for $15 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Space Book: The Prayer Book 2017 
 
 
 

     The story is: “So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manager. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
And Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” — Luke 2: 16-19 

 

W e start this 2017 year, as we start life, under the protection of a mother.  
On January 1st we celebrate the most passionate and enduring of all human 
relationships, that of mother and child. As Mary looked at her baby she knew 

that there was a dimension here beyond her imagining.  Her baby was born to live in 
freedom, free to enjoy the world that God created for Him – and for us. 
Let us all give thanks for the freedom that we enjoy and live as God intended, with 

complete confidence in the loving care of His mother and ours. 
 

NEXT GROUP MEETING: MONDAY, JAN. 9, 9:30AM, IN THE CORNERSTONE 

 

The Sacred Space 2017 reflection group will meet on Monday, January 9th, at 9:30AM in the Cornerstone.  
They will be joined by members of the evening group which had been meeting on the first Tuesday of each month. 

. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2017 
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A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation 
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;  

baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food. 

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish  
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and 
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through 
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned 
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including 
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make 
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth, 
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with 
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and 
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com. 

January Pro Life Drive 
to support COURAGE 

Newborn 
To Size 2 

baby 
clothes 

lotions 
baby wipes 
shampoo 

diapers 
   & Pull-ups 

bibs  



Tuesday, January 17 Meeting 
       GREETING CARDS WORKSHOP 
       Parish Life Center opens at 6:30pm 
       Meeting begins at 7pm 

     We will create three beautiful designed homemade 
greeting cards (Valentine’s Day, Birthday and Thinking of 
You). RSVP required. If you would like to participate, the 
cost will be $5. Please contact Lynn Miller at 708-460-
6113. 

Tuesday, January 24 Meeting 
      Painting Party  
      7pm in the Parish Life Center  
     We will each be painting two stemless wine glasses  
with a grapes motif. RSVP required. The cost is $25 per 
person. Please contact President Lynn Miller to register 
at 708-460-6113. 

Bring a friend and come join the fun! 

 

                                                                UPCOMING EVENTS 

Women’s Club 
NEWS 

                                   Golden Opportunities Coupon  
                                   books offer local restaurants offering 
                                   discounts of 50% off for 2-for-1.  
                                   In addition, great savings at movies, 
                                   grocery stores, sporting events, and 
                                   more! Many coupons valid once a  
                                  month. And… it makes a great gift! 

                Available for purchase  
                     in the parish office! 

                 These make great gifts! 
                2017 Golden Opportunities 
                 Coupon Books! 
                 Still Only $20!  
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FRANCISCAN SISTERS 

9201 St. Francis Rd., Frankfort 
F - I - N - A - L   B I N G O 

FRIDAY, JAN. 6 
Doors open: 5:30 pm 

Early Bird game: 6:30 pm 
BINGO starts: 7:00 pm 
14 GAMES IN ALL! 

Those over the age of 18 are welcome. 
Questions? Call 815-464-3882. 

WOMEN'S MORNING OF REFLECTION 
Celebrating Mercy in our Everyday Lives 

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 10 am-1:30 pm 
  The Monthly Women's Morning of Reflection includes 
prayer, meditation, and time for sharing. 

  Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served. 

  $20 Donation requested. 
The event is hosted by Our Lady of the Angels Ministries 
and takes place on the Mount Assisi Campus (13820 
Main St., Lemont). Depending on the number of  
attendees, the Morning of Reflection will be held in the 
Our Lady of the Angels House of Prayer or the Mount 
Assisi building. 

RSVP by JANUARY 9 to Carrie Peters  
carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net or 630-257-7844 ext 223. 

 
 
 
 

SACRED HEART PARISH Presents 
Rev. Bob Rohrich C.M. 

Having an “ATTITUDE” 
Is it Positive Or Negative? 
A Short Course in “Working Miracles  

& Experiencing God”! 
God gives all of us,  

GIFTS of Power & Potential; 
BUT we must do our part. 

Wise Men have said: 
If you Think you CAN or CAN’T,  

you are RIGHT! 
Miracles come in CANS: 

“I CAN DO IT! 
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves! 
This presentation will show how we can be 
“Superfunctional” by being highly-charged  

by God’s GRACE & ENERGY: 
or settle to be “Dysfunctional” by being  

Out-of-Control & Depressed. 
It’s all about ATTITUDE:  

Having a Positive Out-Look on Life! 
Come join us for an interesting,  

informative and entertaining evening! 

 
 
 
 

January 23, 2017 – 7:30pm to 9:00pm 
SACRED HEART MINISTRY CENTER 

8245 West 111th St., Palos Hills 708-974-3336 
FREE ADMISSION 

For more Information: 
Contact Bob or Mary at 708-598-7311. 
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An epiphany is a moment of revelation, a moment that can occur when something long  
expected finally happens, or when something completely unexpected breaks into our lives. 

NEXT WEEK: MANY EPIPHANIES 

Epiphany celebrates the appearance of a star that lead three foreign Magi to Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph. An epiphany can also be a sudden, intuitive perception or insight into the meaning of 
something, usually initiated by some simple or commonplace occurrence or experience. New 
stars are common occurrences. The Magi chose to follow this new star and were changed. We 
all have had epiphanies through common experiences like talking with someone, engaging in 
everyday tasks, and enjoying nature’s beauty. What about you? This feast celebrates God’s all-
inclusive love. Any limits we try to place on it do not hold. The Magi were Gentiles, not Jews. 
Yet they listened to God in dreams, paid homage to Jesus, and gave Jesus gifts befitting a 
monarch. Isaiah tells Jerusalem, the center for Israelite faith, that God’s glory would shine upon 
her and all nations. Paul tells the Ephesians that “the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the 
same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). 
The early Church struggled with the fact that God was not limited by the experience and expec-
tations of the Jewish Christians. Many tend to limit where God works, with whom, and how. The 
Epiphany offers the essential insight that we cannot limit God’s love. That insight is challenging, 
when someone we judge unworthy shows me how to live our faith, or when someone of another 
faith tradition lives God’s love in ways that we fail, like the Muslims who stood hand-in-hand 
around a church to protect their Christian sisters and brothers. Epiphanies come in many forms. 
We are asked to open our eyes to see God’s presence where we might least expect. 

The Lord shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you (Isaiah 60:1-6). 
This was written shortly after the Jews returned 
from exile in Babylon (c. 539 BC). When they 
arrived home, all they found was devastation. 
But God would still fulfill His promises. The 
glory of God would be upon Israel to such an 
extent that even the Gentile peoples would 

come in pilgrimage to Jerusalem to pay hom-
age to the LORD. No longer would the pagans 
carry the Israelites off into exile. Now the pa-
gans would bring their riches and submit them-
selves to the God of Israel. This promise would 
be fulfilled with the arrival of the Magi. 

The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 

 
Reflections for  

EPIPHANY OF 
THE LORD 
January 8,  

2017  

In the New Covenant all peoples will participate 
in the grace of the Lord, with no distinction be-
tween Jew and Greek, slave or free, male or 
female. All are chosen by the Lord. All will par-

ticipate in the promise of the Gospel. They all 
are part of the Body of Christ, which is the 
Church. This is the mystery of salvation: the 
bounty of God’s love for all people. 

SECOND READING 

FIRST READING 

REFLECTION 

GOSPEL 
Magi from the east arrive looking for the newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).  
Epiphany celebrates the Magi who pay homage 
to baby Jesus. Epiphany means manifestation, 
for we commemorate the day when the glory of 
God’s Messiah was made manifest to the pa-
gans (in the person of the Magi). Magi were 
astrologers. They were not kings nor does it 

say that there were three (that is the number of 
gifts. They come from the east (Persia or Baby-
lon). It is possible that the star was the elision 
of three planets: Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, 
which occurred around 7BC. The Magi would 
have gone to Jerusalem to inquire about the 
birth of a Jewish king. Herod intends to use 
them to murder what he considers to be a rival 
to his throne. Jewish scholars used a passage 
from Micah to determine that the Messiah was 
to be born in Bethlehem. The Magi bring gold, 
frankincense and myrrh because these were 
easy to carry and valuable. Gold for a king, 
frankincense to honor a god, myrrh, used in 
burials, foretelling how Jesus would save us by 
dying on the cross. 

Readings for the Week 
January 2 to January 7: 
Mon.: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tues.: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wed.: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thurs.: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Fri.: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 
Sat.: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 

We prayed, “Lord, 
every nation on earth 

will adore you,”  
yet we can resist Your 

presence in those 
whom we fear or mis-
understand. Open our 
eyes to see You wher-
ever and in whomever 

You make Yourself 
known so that we can 

do You homage by 
offering the gift of our 
acceptance and belief. 



Brother Rice TRIVIA NIGHT 
The Brother Rice Alumni Mothers’ Club will host its Trivia 
Night on Saturday, Jan. 28, in the cafeteria, 10001 S. 
Pulaski, Chicago. 21-older event begins at 7pm. $20 
per person. For tickets visit their website at http://
brotherrice.org/brother-rice-high-school-trivia-night-2/. 
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JANUARY EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 8 
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Parish Life Center 
5:00pm-7:00pm 

 
SUNDAY, JAN. 15 

BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL 
Parish Life Center 

5:00pm-7:00pm 
 

FRIDAY, JAN. 20 
CRISIS ROOMS SOCIAL 

Please RSVP for more information. 
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 22 
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Parish Life Center — 5:00pm-7:00pm 
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 29 
BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL 

Parish Life Center  — 5:00pm-7:00pm 
 
 

YOUNG ADULTS 
THURSDAY, JAN. 19 

Young Adult Adoration and Social  
@ St. Michael’s Parish — 7:00pm-10:00pm 

 

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 
Starting in January, Branches will be playing in a High 
School Volleyball League among the other churches in 
the area from January to March. All 8th grade & high 
school students are welcome. Games held on Sundays 
& Thursdays. Practices are still to be determined.  
More information to come soon.  

 
 

To signup/receive information,  
contact Kyle Groves at 708-403-0101 x105 

or kgroves@steseton.com. 

 

Kyle Groves 
Parish Youth/ 
Young Adult 

Minister 

Branches 
Youth Ministry 



ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the Church Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both  
job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tues-
day of each month in the Church Hall at 7pm. Our meetings 
consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and 
open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church Hall on Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a 
fellowship of men and women who share their experience, 
strength, and hope with each other so that they may solve 
their common problem and help others to recover. The only 
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hosp. 123rd and 
80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). 
Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance 
from SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
Deacon: Joe (Mary) Truesdale 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101          WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM       Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

1/7 & 1/8 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   J. Gaskey 
 T. Grebenor 
 C. Labus 
 S. Labus 
 M. Pahl 
 K. Pahl 
 G. Roy 
 C. Roy 
 G. Roy 
 K. Roy 
 M. Roy 

 E. Briette 
 J. Esposito 
 C. Esposito 
 M. Foley 
 D. Krieger 
 B. Majer 
 W. McGlashan 
 A. McGlashan 
 J. Niemiec 

 L. Allen 
 C. Bannon 
 F. Caputo 
 M. Crance 
 R. Cubalchini 
 M. Cubalchini 
 S. Giovanazzi 
 O. Lopez, Jr. 

 D. Ahern 
 G. Bauman 
 W. Bric 
 J. Grant 
 J. Keller 
 D. Keller 
 D. Kujawa 
 M. Moore 
 M. Moore 

 E. Esparza 
 E. Esparza 
 M. Hattar 
 J. Islas 
 L. Islas 
 S. Klean 
 F. McCarthy 
 S. Potts 
 T. Waters 
 A. Waters 
 J. Waters 

LECTORS  T. Wojcik 
 M. Ward 

 B. McMahon  D. Roti 
 E. Espina 

 M. Laska 
 R. Velcich 

 C. Steckhan 
 S. Roethle 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 D. Flanagan 
 M. Gregg 
 M. Flanagan 

 E. Villalobos 
 C. Villalobos 
 M. Scott 

 G. Misiunas 
 E. Ryan 
 H. Ryan 

 TJ Quinlan 
 C. Grebenor 
 I. Zumpano 

 M. Maciulewicz 
 C. Soltys 
 K. Soltys 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 F. Ward 
 B. Raymond 
 B. DeJonge 
 M. Paluch 
 J. Paluch 
 C. Hamilton 
 G. Yakes 
 M. Garcia 
 C. Innis 
 L. Coe 
 M. Gabrione 
 J. Connelly 

 J. Dickover 
 D. Houha 
 M. Fundator 
 K. McSwain 
 M. O’Connor 
 N. Sasso 
 D. Nykiel 
 D. Ceglarski 

 J. Juds 
 D. Gurka 
 M. Galka 
 K. Oliver 
 T. Leeson 
 P. Orozco 
 C. Kirk 
 S. Arcos 
 L. Austin 
 J. Austin 
 P. Bergamini 
 B. Kemp 

 M. Quinn 
 I. Juska 
 S. Juska 
 J. Mysker 
 S. Rosinski 
 E. Federico 
 T. Federico 
 J. Federico 
 S. Weishaar 
 J. Nemec 
 D. Benker 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 C. Davis 

 T. Scorzo 
 S. Ivey 
 T. Welser 
 B. Wrona 
 D. Sigourney 
 A. Talley 
 G. Talley 
 K. James 
 R. Dollah 
 S. Villegas 
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