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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 6, 2020

Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parishioners,
Thank you so very much for your ongoing generosity and continual support of the many missions
undertaken by St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. Following is the Fiscal Year Report for July 1, 2019June 30, 2020. It is an outstanding record of good stewardship by so many generous parishioners
and prudent parish staff members. It is a record to take pride in during this very difficult year.
The reports show that we ended the year with a $103,563.00 deficit. Considering the impact of the
COVID-19 crises this was to be expected. Church attendance was nil from mid-March through the
beginning of June. However, even during this time, people generously contributed by dropping off
envelopes, mailing cheques, and donating online. Thank you! But the Annual Financial Report,
while accurate, does not tell the complete story. The Parish received $130,100.00 in PPP Funds
from the United States Federal Government. As an employer the parish was entitled to these funds
to fund salaries and utilities. This is what we spent the money on. But this large sum was NOT
included as income in 2019-2020. It is listed in the report as a liability/loan. This liability/loan will
be forgiven by the government. It will be reported as income in 2020-2021 although it was received
and spent in 2020. As a result, the parish actually ended the year in the black by $26,537.00.
Archdiocesan revenue has been down by 25%, our local Vicariate income has been down 20%.
Last year we were down in revenue by under 13%. Thank you for your generosity. Another highlight
to note from the past fiscal year was that in February we paid off the last of the church building’s
mortgage. There still is a nearly $5,000,000.00 mortgage on the school building, but that is another
story, for another time.
In the coming weeks we will receive our Christmas collection. With an upswing in COVID-19
numbers no one knows what lies ahead. In a worst case scenario, we might need to reclose. Almost
10% of the parish income is from this one collection. As always, I rely on the parish’s generosity and
good stewardship toward the many things we continue to do.
Until the recent re-shutdown the Men’s and Women’s Clubs were up and running. Due to their
large membership we had to close down our Seniors of Seton and our Bible Study. Our U.S. Blue
Ribbon for Academic Excellence, the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Regional Catholic School, located on
our parish campus, is in session five days per week. Similarly, our Parish Religious Education Program
meets three times a month in person. And until the recent re-shutdown our A.A. Group, and HOPE
Employment Ministry [a support group for the unemployed] were meeting. Our daily and Sunday
Masses are giving weekly good praise to God, and weddings, funerals and baptisms are occurring.
Recently our Thanksgiving Turkey and Ham Drive for our sharing parish of St. Procopius in Chicago,
which in the past collected 130 turkeys and ham—collected 340 turkeys and ham this year and
received $270.00 in gift cards. One family alone donated 150 turkeys, but we still had over 100
additional donations largely because of our congregations generosity, the realization there was
great need, and that we were one of the “last men standing” churches still operating and meeting
the needs of others. We have a wonderful community that you are part of, and we will continue on
our mission of building God’s kingdom.
Once again, THANK YOU for all that you do to support all that is being done.
Sincerely yours,

Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor
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