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Happy Labor Day! 
     This coming Monday, Sept. 4, we will celebrate a Labor 
Day Mass at 9:00 A.M. All are welcome. On this day we 
remember how we all are partners with the Lord in creating 
the world we live in. The Lord blesses us with talent and 
skills, and we develop these abilities to use in building the 
world. We respect each ones role as a laborer. This respect 
is essential. We would describe someone as mad who 
would destroy tools or machinery, or who burned currency 
in the fireplace. Yet sometimes we may look at practices in 
an accepting way that are abusive of workers, and say: 
“Well that’s just business.” Workers have a right to be treat-
ed respectfully and fairly. The Catholic Church’s social jus-
tice teachings on labor and workers are some of the jewels 
of our Church. We are all wonderfully made, and part of that 
wonder is how we are gifted with talent for work. At our 
Mass this Monday, we will celebrate our role in the Creation 
of our world, and our partnership with God. 
 

Around the Corner . . . 
Our upcoming meetings and events: 
◼  Tuesday, Sept. 5 — Seniors of Seton, 10:00 AM,  
     in the McBrady Center 
◼  Saturday, Sept. 9/Sunday, Sept. 10 — a wonderful 
Craft and Vendor Fair, sponsored by our Women’s Club, 
held from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, in the McBrady Center.  
Come and see! All are welcome! 
◼  Wednesday, Sept. 13 — Men’s Club, at 7:00 PM, in the 
McBrady Center. 
◼  Saturday, Sept. 16/Sunday, Sept. 17 — Catechetical 
Weekend at all Masses. We bless those engaged in  
catechetical ministry and welcome back our Religious  
Education families. 
◼  Monday, Sept. 18 — Religious Education Classes begin 
with sessions at 4:30 PM and 6:30 PM. 
◼  Tuesday, Sept. 19 — Parish Finance Council meets at 
7:00 PM, in the Great Room above the McBrady Center. 
◼  Tuesday, Sept. 19 — Women’s Club meet at 7:00 PM, 
in the McBrady Center. 
◼  Thursday, Sept. 21 — Parish Pastoral Council, at 7:00 
PM, in the Great Room above the McBrady Center. 
 

Bits and Pieces . . .  
     The air conditioning system has gone out in the 
McBrady Center [what timing!]. We are seeking to repair it. 
No definite date has been given yet for the job’s completion. 
 

Our RCIA 2023-2024 . . . 
     Our parish will once again be running an RCIA [Rite  
of Christian Initiation of Adults] Program. This program  
is aimed at those adults who would like to become Catholic; 
people who were never baptized, or who were baptized in 
another faith, and are considering to become Catholic; or 
baptized Catholics who never received First Holy Commun-
ion and/or Confirmation. We meet mid-September through 
the end of March and candidates will be baptized/received 
at our Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, March 30, 2024.  
Our revised schedule is: 
St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parish 
September 13 - Welcome 
September 20 - Introduction to Jesus 
September 27 - Scripture/Bible 
October 4 - The Creed 
October 9/10 - Rite of Welcoming at Mass 
October 11 - The Trinity 

October 18 - Baptism and Confirmation 
October 25 - Reconciliation/Penance/Anointing 
November 1 - All Saints Day [Holy Day/Obligation] 
November 8 - Marriage and Holy Orders 
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish 
November 22 - No class [Happy Thanksgiving!] 
November 29 - Peace and Justice 
December 6 - The Commandments 
December 8 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
[Holy Day of Obligation] 
December 13 - Morality 
December 20 - Conscience 
December 25 - Merry Christmas! 
January 1, 2024 - Solemnity of Mary [Holy Day/Obligation] 
January 3 - The Church Year 
January 10 - Lent 
January 17 - Our Church Building [individually at parish] 
January 24 - Church History 
St. George Parish 
February 7 - The Mass 
February 14 - Ash Wednesday, NO CLASS 
February 21 - Stations of the Cross 
February 28 - Mary and the Saints and Catholic Prayers 
and Practices 
March 2/3 - First Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 9/10 - Second Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 16/17 - Third Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 30 - Easter Vigil! 
April 10 - Where do we go from here? 
     To register for the 2023-2024 sessions, please call  
Fr. Bill Corcoran at the parish office, 708-403-0101. 
 

Surrounded By Smart People . . . 
     One of my joys as pastor is to be surrounded by and 
working with some very smart people. I was reminded about 
this again at a recent meeting with our parish St. Vincent  
De Paul Society. Beginning in October, the Society in  
October will begin a recruitment effort to bolster the parish-
ioners who are involved in their great work. Our parish is 
doubly-blessed to have its Social Action Ministry, who en-
gages in education efforts and promotes our responses to 
many social issues and problems. They do heroic work, and 
they encourage our generosity through their various drives 
to support people in need. Our second blessed group are 
those who directly work with people in emergency need. 
They are the ones who sit down with these people and seek 
to connect them with help. We currently have four members. 
They are looking to grow to seven active members. Recruit-
ment will begin at the end of October. In the meantime, mull 
this invitation over. It may be just your group to be part of. 
     At this recent meeting, I sat with our St. Vincent De Paul 
Society’s current President, Mary Beth Walter, who has 
been with the group for 30 years, and has served as its 
President for 27 years. She is about to step down from this 
role. I am most grateful for her wonderful faith-filled work. At 
the meeting Mary Beth asked the SVDP Society District 
President most excellent questions about some new things 
that the SVDP National Office is beginning to do. The con-
versation showed the depth of her experience, knowledge, 
and commitment to the Society. It is a joy to be surrounded 
by such good people. 
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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Sat., Sept. 2 (5pm) Richard Slaninka and Matt Kocher; 
James O’Connor 
Sun., Sept. 3 (7:30am) James and Marion Nowakowski; Gilberto Perez 
(9:30am) Stanley Wynimko; Kenneth Clark 

(11:30am) Florence Ferrell; Brendan Athy 

Monday, Sept. 4 (9am) Justinas Glamba; Dee Ulrich 

Tuesday, Sept. 5 (9am) Maureen McCormick; Janina Zurawska 

Wed., Sept. 6 (9am) Edward Thomas Kopacz 
Thurs., Sept. 7 (9am) Kevin Janik; Edward James Roethle 
Friday, Sept. 8 (9am) Jean Mierzwa; Richie Ferrell 
Sat., Sept. 9 (5pm) Sara Sally Carmody; Henry and Donna Marion 
Sun., Sept. 3 (7:30am) Frank Roti; The Purgatorial Society 
(9:30am) Stanley Wynimko; Anthony Ciucio 

(11:30am) Karen Osterman; Ken Clark 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Due to privacy issues we honor prayer requests (by you/family member 
only) for two weeks. Please call to add name or continue for two weeks. 
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    DJ Shiffer       Shirley Vallort 
    Evelyn James      Baby Madelyn King 
    Isaiah Villegas      Donna Hynes 
    Isaac Villegas      Erin Boden 
    Richard Tropp      Baby Grace Stortz 
    Nancy Sasso       Frank Manka 
 
 

And for our deceased: 
    Tom Doyle  Jim Giovanazzi  Nadine Grandi 
    Kevin Dendler Mary Silkowski 

    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

For up-to-date parish information  
follow us on Facebook: Saint Elizabeth 
Seton Church-Orland Hills 
VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE: 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

 

WEDDINGS 

Please pray for these couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage: 
Lily Dalka and Benjamen Hy Lim; 9-9-23 
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Lito and Evelyn Lim Fajardo 
Christopher Krakow 
Fiona Walsh 
Patrick and Brooke Windle 
(Children: Andrew and Zachary Windle) 

 

WELCOME 

COLLECTION FOR 8-27-2023: $14,958.00 
Envelopes: $12,035.00/E-giving: $$2,923.00 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

for these

at St. Elizabeth Seton! 

     LABOR DAY MASS 
     Monday. Sept. 4 

     9:00am Mass, in the church 
 
 

SENIORS OF SETON CLUB MEETING 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, McBrady Center 

(Doors open after 9am Mass) 
 
 

MEN'S CLUB MEETING 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 

McBrady Center doors open at 7:00pm 
 
 

CATECHETICAL WEEKEND 
(Commissioning of Parish Catechists) 

Sept. 16/Sept. 17, at all Masses 

 
 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Begins September 17! 

Each Sunday, during 9:30am Mass,  
children ages 5-10, will process to 

the Narthex are with an adult facilitator 
to hear a children's version of the 

Sunday readings and Gospel. 
 
 

WOMEN'S CLUB MEETING 
Tuesday, Sept. 19, McBrady Center 

Doors open at 6:15pm 
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 

Comedy Night! Pizza Buffet! 
$35 annual dues/$10 guests 

 
 

PARISH FLU SHOT CLINIC 
Sunday, Sept. 24, 8:00am-1:00pm 

in the McBrady Center 
Registration form available in the Narthex 

(Walgreens pharmacists) 
 
 

CREATION CARE HOSTS 
POPE FRANCIS “THE LETTER” FILM 

Sept. 28, 7:00pm, St. Stephen Church 
175th and 84th Ave., Tinley Park 

 
 

LIFE LINE SCREENING 
Friday, Sept. 29, in the McBrady Center 

Registration information 
at 844-591-7160 or online: 

https://llsa.social/HC 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
The parish offices will be closed on Friday, Sept. 1 and Monday, 
Sept. 4 for the Labor Day holiday. The parish staff wishes all  
a safe and blessed holiday! 

http://WWW.STESETON.COM
mailto:https://llsa.social/HC
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Desert — The Place of God’s Closeness 
By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser 

I 
n her biography,The Long  
Loneliness, Dorothy Day shares 
how, shortly after her conversion 

to Catholicism, she went through a 
painful, desert time. She had just 
given birth to her daughter and her 
decision to have the child baptized, 
coupled with her profession of faith, 
meant the end of her relationship 
with a man she deeply loved. She 
suddenly found herself alone. All her 
old supports had been cut off and 
she was left with no money, no job, 
few friends, no practical dream, and 
no companionship from the person 
she loved the most deeply in this 
world. For a while she just stumbled 
on, trusting that things would  
soon get better. They didn’t. She 
remained in this desert. 
     One day, not knowing what else 
to do, she took a train from New 
York to Washington to spend a  
day praying at the National Shrine  
of Our Lady. Her prayer there was 
wrenching, naked. She describes 
how she laid bare her helplessness, 
spilling out her confusion, her 
doubts, her fears, and her temptations to bitterness and 
despair. In essence, she said to God:  

“I have given up everything that ever supported me, 
in trust, to you. I have nothing left to hold on to.   
You need to do something for me, soon. I can’t 
keep this up much longer!” 

     She was, biblically speaking, in the desert—alone, 
without support, helpless before a chaos that threatened 
to overwhelm her—and, as was the case with Jesus, 
both in the desert and in Gethsemane, God “sent angels 
to minister to her.” God steadied her in the chaos. She 
caught a train back to New York and, that very night,  
as she walked up to her apartment she saw a man sitting 
there. His name was Peter Maurin, and the rest is  
history. Together they started the Catholic Worker.  
We should not be surprised that her prayer had such a 
tangible result. The desert, scripture assures us, is the 
place where God is specially near. 

 
 

M 
artin Luther King shares a similar story.  
In, Stride Towards Freedom, he relates how  
one night a hate-filled phone call shook him  

to his depths and plunged him into a desert of fear. Here 
are his words: 

An angry voice said: 
“Listen, nigger, we’ve taken all we want from you; 
before next week you’ll be sorry you ever came to 
Montgomery.” I hung up, but I couldn’t sleep.  
It seemed that all of my fears had come down on 
me at once. I had reached the saturation point.  

I got out of bed and began to walk 
the floor. Finally I went to the 
kitchen and heated a pot of cof-
fee. I was ready to give up. With 
my coffee sitting untouched be-
fore me I tried to think of a way to 
move out of the picture without 
appearing a coward. In this state 
of exhaustion, when my courage 
had all but gone, I decided to take 
my problem to God. With my head 
in my hand, I bowed over the 
kitchen table and prayed aloud. 
The words I spoke to God that 
midnight are still vivid in my 
memory. I am here taking a stand 
for what I believe is right. But now 
I am afraid. The people are look-
ing to me for leadership and 
if I stand before them without 
strength and courage, they too  
will falter. I am at the end of my 
powers. I have nothing left. I’ve 
come to the point where I can’t 
take it alone. At that moment I 
experienced the presence of the 
Divine as I had never experienced 
Him before. 

G 
od sends his angels to minister to us when  
we are in the desert and in the Garden of  
Gethsemane. This incident in Martin Luther King’s 

life demonstrates how. 
     The desert, as we know, is the place where, stripped 
of all that normally nourishes and supports us, we are 
exposed to chaos, raw fear, and demons of every kind. 

 

In the desert we are exposed, body and soul,  

made vulnerable to be overwhelmed by chaos and 
temptations of every kind. But, precisely because  

we are so stripped of everything we normally  

rely on, this is also a privileged moment for grace. 
 

     Why? Because all the defense mechanisms, support 
systems, and distractions that we normally surround our-
selves with so as to keep chaos and fear at bay work at 
the same time to keep much of God’s grace at bay. What 
we use to buoy us up wards off both chaos and grace, 
demons and the divine alike. Conversely, when we are 
helpless we are open. 
 

That is why the desert is both the place 

of chaos and the place of God’s closeness. 

 

     It is no accident that Dorothy Day and Martin Luther 
King felt God’s presence so unmistakably just at that 
point in their lives where they had lost everything that 
could support them. They were in the desert. Scripture 
assures us that it is there that God can send angels to 
minister to us.  

“Who ever wishes to come 
after me must deny himself, 

take up his cross and 
follow me.” 

https://books.google.com/books?id=DErFDgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+long+loneliness&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjYldy_jeHVAhXFKGMKHevjDUYQ6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=the long loneliness&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=DErFDgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+long+loneliness&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjYldy_jeHVAhXFKGMKHevjDUYQ6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=the long loneliness&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=vnJ1NY5mbXEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stride+toward+freedom&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi3ieHhjeHVAhUMwGMKHQpcBFMQ6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=stride toward freedom&f=false
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LIMITED REGISTRATION! Please register now! 

Registration Deadline: September 11. Due to limited seating—please sign-up early! 

Books/materials available for pickup on Friday, September 15 (in the parish office). 

Questions? Please contact Mary Vlaming, at 708-997-2066. 

 
 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  ____________________________________________  City  ______________________  Zip  __________ 

Phone  ________________________________  Email Address  _________________________________________ 

Please check one: 

       Morning Session (9:40-11:45 am) _______ Evening Session (6:30-8:30 pm)  _______ 

 

 

 

I prefer to be in the same group   _______ I have no preference _______  

 

 

 

Fee: $25 (Please make check payable to ST. ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH) 

Drop off your registration form/payment in box in the Narthex by the parish office doors. 

     “The Chosen” is a groundbreaking streaming television series about the life of 

Jesus. The characters and their stories are vibrant, heartfelt and memorable, which 

leaves little to our religious imaginations. Together, let's attempt to help foster a 

stronger, deeper, and more personal relationship with Jesus, making Him a more 

concrete person in our lives so we can better summon His face in our daily life. 

Register now for Fall Scripture Study 

as we watch and reflect on Season 

One of “The CHOSEN” series 
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“All through your life your soul takes care of you … 
your soul is alive and awakened, gathering,  

sheltering and guiding your ways and days in the world. 
In effect, your soul is your secret shelter.” 

John O’Donohue 
     “It is obviously impossible to overview the entire history 
of Christian spiritual practice. But the linage of Centering 
Prayer, from the head-waters in the spiritual teachings  
and practice of Jesus himself down into our own times, 
rests on two major stepping stones: the spiritual practice  
of the Desert Fathers and Mothers in the third through 
sixth centuries, and the Benedictine tradition of praying  
the scriptures known as Lectio Divina. 
     It seems safe to assume Jesus was a contemplative 
though. At all of the great junctures of his life, the first 
temptation in the wilderness, his withdrawal to the far 
shores of the Galilee before the miracle of the loaves  
and fishes, his transfiguration on Mount Tabor, and at  
the final anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane–his  
pattern was always to withdraw in solitude to pray alone.” 

You are invited to join 

in an hour of quiet time 

and experience 

Centering Prayer! 

SACRED SPACE 
PRAYER GROUP 
Wednesday, Sept. 13, 10am 
Gubbins Center for Faith  
Formation (167/94th Ave.) 
 
 

We will focus on readings 
from August 9-September 12 

 

Something to think and pray 
about each day this week … 

As a woman went for a prayer 
walk and climb one day, she  
became aware of two opposing 

forces at work. Firstly, gravity pulled at her (more so as  
she got higher up). Its force was drawing her downward. 
She couldn’t see it, but my goodness could she feel it!  
The second force at work came from within her. It was the 
force of muscle, sinew and tendon. This force kept her 
moving onwards and upwards. 
     She had to work hard to battle the downward force of  
gravity. It would have been easy to simply give up. But she 
didn’t. And she was rewarded with a great walk and some 
amazing sights of God’s wonderful world all around her. 
     We all experience the downward drag in life in all sorts 
of other ways too. Maybe we are suffering anxiety,  
depression or worry. Maybe we are experiencing sickness 
or money worries or relationship difficulties. 
    That downward drag feels very forceful indeed but here 
is a second force at work—a force deep within ourselves. It 
is a force for good. We believe it to be the presence of the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within all of us, every single one of us. 

 
 

Jim Deeds and Brendan McManus, SJ 
Finding God in the Mess: Meditations for Mindful Living 

 

 

Gubbins  
Center 
for Faith  
Formation  
(167th & 94th Ave.) 
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             MEN'S CLUB 2023-24 KICK-OFF Meeting — JOIN US! 

           WEDNESDAY! SEPT. 13, 7PM, McBrady Center 
 
 
 

A Mass at 7pm, will be followed by our general meeting at 7:30pm. Then, we will enjoy a dinner of  
hamburgers, chips, beer, pop and water. In keeping with the kick-off theme, wear your favorite football  
team jersey, whether it be pro, college, high school, grade school, even European style (aka, soccer).  

We may even break out a punt, pass and kick competition if we have some interested competitors. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Men’s Club Photo (left): 
Frank Coleman, Jim Grant and Mike Durkin 

grilling hot dogs for a parish picnic. 
 

Men’s Club Photo (right): 
Bruce Hall, Steve Klean and Mike Zulevic 

posing with 2021 Christmas Toy Drive Collection. 
 

2023-2024 REGISTRATION FORM 
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get your 

flu shot here 

SEPT. 24 

Walgreens pharmacists will be on hand to administer flu shots* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Elizabeth Seton Church 
Sunday, Sept. 24, 8:00am-1:00pm 

McBrady Center 
Free flu shots for most health plans 

 

 

*Standard and high-dose flu vaccines available 

Vaccination form must be filled out prior to visit 
 

Forms now available on the counter in the Narthex 
Questions? Call Linda Senese at 773-239-2808 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Must bring ID ◼ Insurance Card ◼ Medicare Card 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
  
  
  
  

*Vaccines subject to availability. State-, age– and health-related restrictions may apply. 
© 2017 Walgreen Co. All rights reserved.     504183-221 
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REGISTRATION OPEN! 
Hurry! Classes begin Sept. 18! 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
     The St. Elizabeth Seton Religious 
Education Program provides religious  
formation and sacramental preparation to 
children in grades K-8 and is designed to 
supplement the religious formation that  
parents, by their word and example, provide 
to the youth of the parish. 
 

     The faith formation of your child(ren) is a 
splendid responsibility. Family and our faith 
community are interwoven by our beliefs. 
We aspire to bring your child(ren) into a 
deeper relationship with God, family, friends 
and community. Your example of putting 
your faith into action daily by living a faithful 
Christian life and attending Mass helps your 
child(ren) know how to be a good disciple. 
We greatly admire your dedication. We 
thank you for inviting us to participate  
actively in helping your child(ren) grow in 
their Catholic faith. 
 

Classes are offered on Mondays only, 
at two session times in the classrooms 

of the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School: 
 

Grades K - 5    4:30 - 6:00 pm 
Grades K - 8    6:30 - 8:00 pm 

(Grades 6, 7 & 8 classes are held on 
Mondays, from 6:30-8:00 pm only) 

 

Forms/information on our website: 
https://steseton.com/faith-formation/

religious-education 
or contact the RE Office, 

708-403-0137 
Religious Education Coordinators: 

Diana Barracca, x115 
barracca@steseton.com 

Mary Vlaming, x116  
mvlaming@steseton.com 

ARE YOU, OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW — WIDOWED? 
If you have been recently widowed and are still struggling with the loss, 
or if you have been widowed for some time and need something to get 
you “over the hump” because you seem stuck in one spot, this program 
is designed to help you move on with life while still treasuring your past 
and its precious memories. A unique retreat/workshop, Joyful Again! 
Program, is for both men and women (all ages) who have been  
widowed and are still trying to find hope and new joy in life. The event 
will be held at St. Mary’s Retreat House (commute or overnight),  
Lemont, on Sept. 20/21, 2023 (two-day program-overnight encouraged).  
For additional information please contact 708-354-7211 or email  
joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. Visit their website at www.joyfulagain.org.  

 
 

DIVORCE AND BEYOND SUPPORT GROUP 
Divorce and Beyond is a support group for people who have filed for 
divorce, in the middle of one or are already divorced and helps  
participants understand what they are going through and that others 
have gone through similar experiences. There is a workbook that is 
used as a help. It is not a magic elixir … but it helps participants move 
forward to the “new life” that they deserve. 10-session commitment  
begins Wednesday, Sept. 13. Participants meet every other week,  
at 6pm. in the Pastoral Center, Damian A, 5250-155th St., Oak Forest. 
Registration at Friedab@stdamianchurch.org or 708-342-8529. 

 
 

WOMEN’S MORNING OF REFLECTION 
A Women’s Monthly Morning of Reflection, "Growing in Grace and  
Holiness," will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 13, from 10:00am-1:30pm, 
at the Mount Assisi Center (former high school) located at 13860 Main 
St., Lemont, offering prayer, meditation, and time for sharing. A Conti-
nental Breakfast and lunch is served. $30 donation requested. Please 
RSVP by Friday, Sept. 8, to Carrie Peters, 630-257-7844, x223 or email: 
carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

AN EVENING WITH FR. JAMES MARTIN [via ZOOM] 
A meditation on Fr. Martin’s widely acclaimed book, “The Raising of 
Lazarus,” will be the focal point of the evening on Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
from 7:00-8:30pm. Question and answer session shared. Fr. Martin, SJ, 
is a Jesuit priest, writer and editor-at-large at America magazine. The 
event is offered by Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. A Free Will 
Donation accepted. Register at www.portforprayer.org. 

 
 

CHRIST THE KING CLASS OF ‘73 50TH REUNION 
Christ the King Class of 1973 is planning their 50

th
 Reunion for  

November 2023.Kindly send contact information for any alumni to  
Lynn Rollheiser O'Connor: lmo1959@gmail.com. 

mailto:https://steseton.com/faith-formation/religious-education
mailto:https://steseton.com/faith-formation/religious-education
mailto:barracca@steseton.com
mailto:mvlaming@steseton.com
mailto:joyfulagain7211@gmail.com
mailto:www.joyfulagain.org
mailto:Friedab@stdamianchurch.org
mailto:carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:www.portforprayer.org
mailto:lmo1959@gmail.com
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BLESSED JOHN FRANCIS 
BURTÉ AND COMPANIONS  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

These priests were victims of the French Revolution. 
Though their martyrdom spans several years, they 
stand together in the Church’s memory because 
they all gave their lives for the same principle. In 
1791, the Civil Constitution of the Clergy required 
all priests to take an oath which amounted to a  
denial of the faith. Each of these men refused and 
was executed. 
 
      John Francis Burté became a Franciscan at 16.  
He taught theology to the young friars and later was 
guardian of the large Conventual friary in Paris until 
he was arrested and held in the convent of the Car-
melites. 
 
     Appolinaris of Posat was born in 1739 in  
Switzerland. He joined the Capuchins and acquired a 
reputation as an excellent preacher, confessor, and  
instructor of clerics. Preparing for his assignment to 
the East as a missionary, he was in Paris studying 
Oriental languages when the French Revolution be-
gan. Refusing the oath, he was swiftly arrested and 
detained in the Carmelite convent. 
 
     Severin Girault, a member of the Third Order 
Regular, was a chaplain for a group of sisters in Par-
is. Imprisoned with the others, he was the first to die 
in the slaughter at the convent. 
 
     These three plus 182 others—including several  
bishops and many religious and diocesan priests— 
were massacred at the Carmelite house in Paris on  
September 2, 1792. They were beatified in 1926. 
 
     John Baptist Triquerie, Born in 1737, became 
a Conventual Franciscan. He was the chaplain and 
confessor of Poor Clare monasteries in three cities 
before he was arrested for refusing to take the oath. 
He and 13 diocesan priests were martyred in Laval 
on January 21, 1794. He was beatified in 1955. 
 
COMMENT 
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” was the motto of the 
French Revolution. If individuals have “inalienable 
rights,” as the Declaration of Independence states, 
these must come not from the agreement of society– 
which can be very fragile–but directly from God. 

• Do we believe that? 

• Do we act on it? 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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                 SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 
    RESPONSIBLE 
           RELATIONSHIPS 
When there is discord in any relationship or group,  
it is difficult and necessary — because it is difficult — 
to recall that we must still treat everyone respectfully, 
as an image of a loving God. 
  FIRST READING 
Warn the wicked, trying to turn them from their ways 
(Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
When we observe people who have gotten themselves 
in trouble by sinning against God’s law, we have the 
obligation to intervene. If we do not, then we are 
responsible. If, on the other hand, we have been honest 
with them and we have shared our insights with them 
and they still refuse to change their ways, it is then  
their responsibility. Finally, when we are correcting 
others, we must be careful not to be self-righteous, for 
the ability to see the truth and give witness to it is a  
gift from God and not something we have earned. 
 
 

  SECOND READING 
Owe nothing to anyone, except mutual love (Rom 13:8-10). 
Saint Paul speaks of our Christian obligation toward one 
another. All of the precepts of the law are summed up in 
the commandment that we love one another. This 
commandment, in fact, goes far beyond the others, for it 
is not enough to avoid doing evil toward others. One must 
actually seek what is good for them. We must avoid sins 
of omission as well as those of commission.  

  GOSPEL 
If two agree about anything for which they pray,  
it shall be granted to them (Matthew 18:15-20). 
This Gospel contains guidelines for community conduct. 
The first saying concerns what to do with someone with 

whom one is in conflict. The recommendation is that one 
first try to solve it directly with the person involved (and 
not try to deal with it behind that person’s back). If this 
does not work, then one should seek the help of a couple 
of witnesses from the community. It is important to 
remember that the reason to confront the person is for 
that person’s good and not for revenge or to establish 
control over that person’s life. Finally one should seek the 
help of the Church community. If all of that fails, then one 
should cast that person out of the community (a type of 
excommunication). The other two sayings concern 
loosing and binding (the disciples given authority over 
the community) and the power of prayer (that the Jesus 
would be present to them when they called upon him). 

  REFLECTION 
Are you familiar with the principals of subsidiarity? First 
go to the lowest level needed to settle a conflict. Go first 
to your brother or sister. If that settles it, all is well. If not, 
move up to the next level of authority. If that does not 
settle the situation, take witnesses to ensure fairness to 
you and your opponent. If that does not bring resolution, 
invoke the entire community. If that doesn't work, treat 
the person like an outsider. Treating someone like a 
Gentile or tax collector can mean ignoring and 
mistreating the person. Faithful Jews thought of Gentiles 
and sinners as unworthy of respect. Others apply Jesus’ 
teaching about loving one’s neighbor, even one’s enemy, 
with love to the outsider: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” In other words, even tough love includes 
basic respect. Tough love sets boundaries that can 
separate someone from the community until the person 
chooses to change. It’s their choice. If we speak, we have 
done our part. It we do not speak out, then we will be 
held responsible for the actions of the wicked. St. 
Catherine of Siena said, “Speak the truth in love.” That’s 
how God treats us, even when we turn away from God. 
Speak from the desire that the other will change, not to 
destroy them. This requires inner subsidiarity to God’s 
spirit within us. It also requires being caring rather than 
judgmental—again, like God treats us. In the way that 
you would want someone to speak to you. Love your 
neighbor as yourself. Seek not to do evil to your neighbor 
and thus fulfill the law. 

“Holy God, 
You call us to love our sisters and brothers as ourselves. 
That can be difficult in the face of conflict or rejection. 

Keep me from being judgmental. Help me find ways  
to say difficult things to others in the way that 
I would like to hear them said to me. Amen.” 

Scripture Reflections for 

 
 
 
 
 

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 
1 Thes 4: 

13-18 
Lk 4:16-30  

Tuesday 
1 Thes 5:1-6, 

9-11 
Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday 
Col 1:1-8 

Lk 4:38-44  

Thursday 
Col 1:9-14 
Lk 5:1-11  

Friday 
Mi 5:1-4a 
Mt 1:1-16, 

18-23 

Saturday 
Col 1:21-23 

Lk 6:1-5  

Sunday 
Ez 33:7-9 

Rom 13:8-10 
Mt 18:15-20 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [September 4-10, 2023] 
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Pastoral Staff 

Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 

wcorcoran@steseton.com 

Rev. Daniel Korenchan, Associate Pastor 

dkorenchan@steseton.com 

Rev. Kevin McCray, Associate Pastor 

kmccray@steseton.com 

Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon John Sobol, Director of Liturgy 

jsobol@steseton.com 

Deacon Robert (Catherine) Velcich 
bvelcich@steseton.com 

Deacon Frank Gildea  

Music Ministry 

Ilya Vanichkin, Director of Music, music@steseton.com 

Parish Office Staff 

Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 

dstolinski@steseton.com 

Darlene Raila, Communications 

raila@steseton.com 

Karen Mirecki, Secretary 

karenm@steseton.com 

Youth Ministry 

Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

bhall@steseseton.com 

Religious Education Staff 

Diana Barracca, Catechesis 

barracca@steseton.com 

Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

mvlaming@steseton.com 

Maintenance Staff 

Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 

ryanowsky@steseton.com 
Carlos Jaurez, Staff Maria Makuch, Staff 

Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

ROSARY: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9:30am 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Wednesdays, 9:30am 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON PARISH INFORMATION 
◼ New Parishioners We welcome all to participate in the life and mission of the parish.  
A complete listing of parish services/organizations is available in the parish office and on 
our parish website. Please visit the parish office to register or obtain the registration form 
on the parish website: www.steseton.com.  
◼ Sacrament of Reconciliation is on Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm  
◼ Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by 
calling the parish office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
◼ Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for the birth of their child should contact 

the parish office to register for a one-night seminar, focusing on a parent’s role in faith development. Session is man-
datory prior to the Baptism. 
◼ Anointing of the Sick available in the Church every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill or facing 
hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 for information. 

◼ Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults 18/older, who wish to become Catholic are enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes prayer,  
dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. Call 708-403-0101. 
◼ Ministry of Care is available to give Communion to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized and/or to 
arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 

◼ In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding 
your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire to offer whatever 
spiritual support we can. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 
◼ Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to marry are asked to make arrangements six months in advance. 
◼ Wedding Workshops offered throughout the year, provide engaged couples with guidelines/suggestions for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. The workshop covers topics on readings, music, flowers and video taping. 
◼ Adult Choir sings at Sunday Mass/special liturgies. Please contact Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
◼ Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. Please contact our Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
◼ Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.  

 

 

 

Saint Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church 
9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL  708-403-0101  Fax 708-403-0105 

Children’s Religious Education Office: 708-403-0137 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MON-FRI: 9AM-1PM   SAT: CLOSED  SUN: 8AM-1PM 

 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 

Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro        Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

VISIT OUR 
PARISH WEBSITE 

AT 
WWW.STESETON.COM 

Join us on FACEBOOK 
St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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