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Disciple Make Index Survey . . . 
    If you remember this past Lent, we continually asked peo-
ple to fill out the Disciple Maker Index Survey. I want to 
thank those who did so. Holy Name Cathedral was roundly 
praised for having a 36% response rate. We had an over 
39% response rate! This put us in the top of the top number 
of parishes that participated in the survey. Thank you. You 
allowed us to have good results. Results were received in 
July. I wanted to first share them with our Parish Council, 
before reporting the results to our congregation. 
Who Took The Survey? 
    As you might guess the respondents were overwhelming-
ly white [97%], Catholic [99%], and English speaking [99%]. 
The largest cohort were between 55-75 years of age [with 
72% female]. 11% have school-aged children [41% attend-
ing Catholic School/53% attend our fine public schools]. 
97% of the people have St. Elizabeth Seton as their primary 
place of worship. 71% have been parishioners for 20 plus 
years. Parish financial support is very deliberate; people 
either support the parish through our collection basket or set 
a number of dollars to parish contributions each year. 
Strengths Of Our Community 
    We have a strong belief in Scripture as the Word of God, 
and that the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ. Our 
community [96%] strongly values that information about the 
parish is easily available. Our parish bulletin, website, and 
Facebook page, as well as regular mailings clearly have 
made a mark. The respondents also attend Mass very fre-
quently, pray constantly, and have even prayed with others 
sometime in the past year. 66% of our surveys reported that 
church music has deepened their participation, with 76% 
reporting their participation is deepened by preaching. Very 
few reported making a retreat in the past year—nor of en-
couraging someone to be a priest. About 70% attend con-
fession quarterly. 
     Forty-four percent reported being involved in some type 
of Scripture Study [similar parishes report a 50% participa-
tion rate]. 33% of the respondents attended a class on the 
Faith [similar parishes report 44%]. 83% reported attending 
a parish social event [other parishes report the same]. 80% 
reported answering another persons questions about the 
Faith. [Similar parishes report about 90%]. 80% shared be-
ing involved in Catholic devotions [a similar percentage was 
reported by similar parishes]. 
     Most of the respondents [83%] are involved in some par-
ish organization or group. In terms of being connected with 
the parish, the top three factors were: Celebration of the 
Eucharist, positive relationships with parishioners, and a 
positive relationship with the pastor. Our parishioners really 
like one another — and this sense of community is key. Re-
spondents engage in service because Jesus call us to serve 
the poor. Such action builds community, and the experience 
provides an opportunity for encounter. 
Responsibilities Of Parish Leadership 
    The respondents saw the top three responsibilities of the 
pastor as: providing counsel, celebrating the Sacraments, 
and teaching the Faith. The bottom two responsibilities 
listed were managing Catholic Schools, and raising money. 
Sadly, our Archdiocese might not agree! The two most im-
portant things respondents are looking for in a homily are: 
desire to grow spiritually and relevance. Two-thirds of the 
respondents see our parish deacons as the most visible 
staff members, besides our parish priests. They believe the 
primary role of the Parish Council is to represent the parish 
community. They view a bishop as a spiritual shepherd and 
guardian of the Faith. 

Future Parish Needs 
    The top three things people viewed as parish needs more 
of are: involving young people; attracting volunteers; and 
having forms of contemporary worship. On financial matters: 
people see us in the black, and holding our own - but not a 
lot of leeway for extras. They see the physical campus as 
well-maintained, or in need of slight cosmetic improvement. 
We appreciate our spacious facilities. 
    People report bringing others to Christ by conversation 
and their personal example. 87% see our parish in a really 
good place right now, but in need of some minor tweaks. 
77% of respondents report being extremely supportive of 
our school, with no split between parish families and school 
families [this is NOT the case in other parishes and this is a 
real strength that our parish has worked to create].  
Recommending Our Parish To Others 
    Respondents viewed our top three parish values as:  
having good access to the sacraments and worship; being 
family-focused; and being prayerful. In reporting what would 
make them recommend the parish to someone: 67% report-
ed the pastor; 90% said a welcoming community; 81% said 
growth in preaching; and 97% said availability of information 
[a salute again to our bulletin, website, Facebook presence, 
and regular mailing!]. People are led to sharing personal 
witness by their belief in Scripture, confidence in Church 
teachings, and in sharing a personal story. 67% of respond-
ents have invited someone to a parish activity — or to Mass.  
DMI Survey Results Recap 
Of those who responded, 96% believe that Jesus died and 
rose again; Eucharist is the Body/Blood of Christ [89%]; 
Scripture is the Word of God [91%]; we demonstrate strong 
care for our community [88%]; 77% see follow-up on in-
volvement; 96% appreciate information availability; 86% say 
the parish helps their spiritual growth; 80% say our parish 
helps their prayer life; 66% says that music helps their spir-
itual growth; while 77% says that preaching helps them 
grow spiritually. 86% support our Catholic school. And 92% 
support our Religious Education program. [Again, to have 
such overwhelming support for both the school and Reli-
gious Education is notable.] 
     Respondents gave us a 62% rating for involvement in 
decision making, and a 91% rating for financial transparen-
cy. 75% recommend the pastor; 85% recommend our parish 
staff, and 88% recommend our parish priests [this would 
include the so many happy memories of Fr. Gubbins]. [I was 
amazed that 75% would recommend me as pastor. I so of-
ten have to be the bad guy and say no, and I am clearly not 
everyone’s cup of tea. I am delighted that the staff and other 
priests can make up for what I lack. 90% feel we are a  
welcoming parish; 84% report growing spiritually through 
Mass; 77% feel that they are growing spiritually; 74% report 
knowing Jesus and that they are growing as a disciple;  
44% report being part of Scripture Study or prayer group; 
88% attend Mass weekly, with 100% at attending quarterly; 
70% report going to Confession; 83% attend social events; 
56% attend Eucharistic Adoration; and 79% participate in  
Catholic devotions. 
     This Disciple Maker Index Survey results gave us a 
snapshot of our parish community as of Lent 2023, and has 
provided us very valuable feedback. The glue of our parish-
ioners is that we are a Eucharistic, Sacramental, worshiping 
community. Our people believe in the Eucharist, value hear-
ing the Word of God and they are shaped and formed via 
good preaching. Parishioners greatly like our parish and 
each other, and as a whole, feel our parish life shapes our 
religious experience. 

CORCORAN’S	CORNER 
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    Our parishioners enjoy being part of parish social activi-
ties. This is a value for them. While our parish has a proud 
history of Bible Study, we need to look to do more. We get 
high points for financial transparency. Less so for people 
being involved in decision making. We repeatedly receive 
extremely high marks for how information is made available 
to the congregation. The parish staff and other priests are 
held in high regard. The parish school and Religious Educa-
tion programs are both given huge support. There is very 
little split between school families and parish families. Our 
facilities are spacious, and in very good shape. Overall, this 
is a very healthy report card on our community. The best 
thing is that there is not a sense of complacency. People 
are looking ahead to a future we can build together. Thanks 
to all who filled out the survey! 
 
Around the Corner Meetings and Events . . . 
n  Saturday, Sept. 9/Sunday, Sept. 10 — a wonderful 
Craft and Vendor Fair, sponsored by our Women’s Club, 
held from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, in the McBrady Center.  
Come and see! All are welcome! 
n  Wednesday, Sept. 13 — Men’s Club, at 7:00 PM, in the 
McBrady Center. 
n  Saturday, Sept. 16/Sunday, Sept. 17 — Catechetical 
Weekend at all Masses. We bless those engaged in  
catechetical ministry and welcome back our Religious  
Education families. 
n  Monday, Sept. 18 — Religious Education Classes begin 
with sessions at 4:30 PM and 6:30 PM. 
n  Tuesday, Sept. 19 — Parish Finance Council meets at 
7:00 PM, in the Great Room above the McBrady Center. 
n  Tuesday, Sept. 19 — Women’s Club meet at 7:00 PM, 
in the McBrady Center. 
n  Thursday, Sept. 21 — Parish Pastoral Council, at 7:00 
PM, in the Great Room above the McBrady Center. 
 
Our RCIA 2023-2024 . . . 
    Our parish will again be running an RCIA [Rite of  
Christian Initiation of Adults] Program. This program is 
aimed at those adults who would like to become Catholic; 
people who were never baptized, or who were baptized in 
another faith, and are considering to become Catholic; or 
baptized Catholics who never received First Holy Commun-
ion and/or Confirmation. We meet mid-September through 
the end of March and candidates will be baptized/received 
at our Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, March 30, 2024.  
Our revised schedule is: 
St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parish 
September 13 - Welcome 
September 20 - Introduction to Jesus 
September 27 - Scripture/Bible 
October 4 - The Creed 
October 7/8 - Rite of Welcoming at Mass 
October 11 - The Trinity 
October 18 - Baptism and Confirmation 
October 25 - Reconciliation/Penance/Anointing 
November 1 - All Saints Day [Holy Day/Obligation] 
November 6 - Marriage and Holy Orders 
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish 
November 22 - No class [Happy Thanksgiving!] 
November 29 - Peace and Justice 
December 6 - The Commandments 
December 8 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
[Holy Day of Obligation] 
December 13 - Morality 
December 20 - Conscience 

December 25 - Merry Christmas! 
January 1, 2024 - Solemnity of Mary [Holy Day/Obligation] 
January 3 - The Church Year 
January 10 - Lent 
January 17 - Our Church Building [individually at parish] 
January 24 - Church History 
St. George Parish 
February 7 - The Mass 
February 14 - Ash Wednesday, NO CLASS 
February 21 - Stations of the Cross 
February 28 - Mary and the Saints and Catholic Prayers 
and Practices 
March 2/3 - First Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 9/10 - Second Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 16/17 - Third Scrutiny [individually at parish] 
March 30 - Easter Vigil! 
April 10 - Where do we go from here? 
    To register for the 2023-2024 sessions, please call  
Fr. Bill Corcoran at the parish office, 708-403-0101. 
 
Changing Of The Guard . . . 
    On August 31st, I wrote to our Archdiocesan Priest  
Personnel Board my intent to step down as pastor of  
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish on June 30, 2024. Our parish 
staff, Parish Pastoral Council, Finance Council, and any 
parishioner who has asked me, has been aware of this for 
many months — if not a year. You may remember that in 
January 2020, I suffered a stroke. I made a nearly full  
recovery. I do have some double vision in my upper left eye, 
and a real lack of strength, especially as the day wears on.  
I miss my old energy.  
    This parish needs a pastor who has that energy. A pastor 
is a real anchor for any community, but I do not want to be 
that anchor that holds things back, or keeps things in one 
place. I will turn 68 next June 23, 2024, and it is time. Better 
to leave a minute early, than a minute too long. I am asking 
to take a sabbatical for six months. This will allow the new 
pastor to get his feet under the table. I then hope to return to 
St. Elizabeth Seton as a “Senior Associate” from January 
2025 to January 2026 when I will fully retire. My hope then 
is to help out two to three days per week, and for an extend-
ed period of days when the pastor or associate is gone on 
vacation. The local bishop, Bishop Wypych, has asked me 
to stay on as Dean during all this time, and I have agreed to 
do so — even beyond January 2026. So my smiling face will 
still be around in the near future. Of course the old saying is: 
“We plan, and God laughs!” 
    The Priest Placement Board will begin the process of 
seeking a new pastor for our parish, later this Fall. If you 
know someone who you think would be a good pastor for 
the parish, please encourage them to apply. I have already 
done so, and I hope others will follow my example. We need 
to keep the parish in our prayers. 
    When I step down in June 2024, I will have completed 11 
years as pastor here. From my perspective, it has been a 
great run and I have greatly enjoyed being pastor at Seton. 
We are a great parish with a wonderful and hugely support-
ive community. We have met many challenges together. We 
have lived through some wonderful ordinary times together. 
Our parish has great days ahead. I will keep you informed 
as the process continues. 
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S	CORNER 
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Sat., Sept. 9 (5pm) Sara Sally Carmody; Henry and Donna Marion 
Sun., Sept. 10 (7:30am) Frank Roti; The Purgatorial Society 
(9:30am) Stanley Wynimko; Anthony Ciucio 
(11:30am) Karen Osterman; Ken Clark 
Monday, Sept. 11 (9am) Janet Dimond; Manny Malicsi 
Tuesday, Sept. 12 (9am) Richard Allen; Vince Zizzo 
Wed., Sept. 13 (9am) Russ Tarver; Jeanette O’Sullivan 
Thurs., Sept. 14 (9am) Ellen Connelly; Tom Doyle 
Friday, Sept. 15 (9am) Velasquez Family; Kathy Kane 
Sat., Sept. 16 (5pm) Lucille Bulow; Edmund Zilinskas 
Sun., Sept. 17 (7:30am) Felix & Maxine Tomasiewicz; Donald Kilinski 
(9:30am) The Olsen Family; Stanley Wynimko 
(11:30am) Daniel O’Sullivan; Virginia Squires  

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Due	to	privacy	issues	we	honor	prayer	requests	(by	you/family	member	
only)	for	two	weeks.	Please	call	to	add	name	or	continue	for	two	weeks. 
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    DJ Shiffer       Shirley Vallort 
    Mary Kocher       Baby Madelyn King 
    Jack Madigan      Erin Boden 
    Richard Tropp      Mary Clayton 
    Rosa Labriola      Frank Manka 
    Margaret Thomas 
 
 

And for our deceased: 
    Paul Varga 
    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

For up-to-date parish information  
follow us on Facebook: Saint Elizabeth 
Seton Church-Orland Hills 
VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE: 

WWW.STESETON.COM 

 

WEDDINGS 

Please	pray	for	these	couples	preparing	for	the	Sacrament	of	Marriage: 
Isabella Escobedo and Kamil Bigos; 10-14-23 

COLLECTION FOR 9-3-2023: $18,162.16 
Envelopes: $13,999.16/E-giving: $4,163.00 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
STEWARDSHIP 
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Nick and Kimberly Oberman 
(Children: Austin, Jacob, and Nathan Oberman) 

 
WELCOME 

Congratulations to Ben and Estrellita Barin who will celebrate their 45th 
Wedding Anniversary this Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, at the 9:30am Mass. 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations	to	these	parents	of	the	baptism	of	their	child	on	9-3-23: 
Addison Leigh, child of Thomas and Jennifer Keane 
Lucas Michael, child of Thomas and Jennifer Keane 
Gianna Elise, child of Daniel and Tanya Munoz 
Ethan Ivan, child of Steven and Jessica Thielen 

 
BAPTISMS 

for	these

at	St.	Elizabeth	Seton! 
 

MEN'S	CLUB	MEETING 
Wednesday,	Sept.	13 

McBrady	Center	doors	open	at	7:00pm 
 
 

CATECHETICAL	WEEKEND 
(Commissioning	of	Parish	Catechists) 

Sept.	16/Sept.	17,	at	all	Masses 
 
 

CHILDREN'S	LITURGY	OF	THE	WORD 
Begins	September	17! 

Each	Sunday,	during	9:30am	Mass,	 
children	ages	5-10,	will	process	to 

the	Narthex	are	with	an	adult	facilitator 
to	hear	a	children's	version	of	the 

Sunday	readings	and	Gospel. 
 
 

WOMEN'S	CLUB	MEETING 
Tuesday,	Sept.	19,	McBrady	Center 

Doors	open	at	6:15pm 
Meeting	begins	at	7:00pm 
Comedy	Night!	Pizza	Buffet! 
$35	annual	dues/$10	guests 

 
 

PARISH	FLU	SHOT	CLINIC 
Sunday,	Sept.	24,	8:00am-1:00pm 

in	the	McBrady	Center 
Registration	form	available	in	the	Narthex 

(Walgreens	pharmacists) 
 
 

CREATION	CARE	HOSTS 
POPE	FRANCIS	“THE	LETTER”	FILM 
Sept.	28,	7:00pm,	St.	Stephen	Church 
175th	and	84th	Ave.,	Tinley	Park 

 
 

LIFE	LINE	SCREENING 
Friday,	Sept.	29,	in	the	McBrady	Center 

Registration	information 
at	844-591-7160	or	online: 

https://llsa.social/HC 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CARDINAL BLASE CUPICH 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Today, more than ever, we need compassionate and knowledgeable priests who will accompany us on our 
life journey, sharing in our joys and sorrow and guiding us through its challenges. The young men who are 
currently enrolled at both the University of Saint Mary of the Lake/Mundelein Seminary and at Saint John 
Vianney College Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota, are the priests of tomorrow who will walk with us 
through life. 
 
We are truly blessed to have these selfless, young seminarians step forward to minister to us, our children, 
and our grandchildren. We are grateful for their willingness to dedicate their lives to Jesus, the Church, and 
each of us. 
 
As a show of our gratitude, we will take a moment next weekend, Sept. 16/17, to pay our respects by  
making a gift to their education. At our Masses throughout the Archdiocese next weekend, we will ask for 
your encouragement and prayers for our seminarians. We also seek your financial support to help cover 
the cost of their preparation, which includes tuition and fees, room and board, and health insurance. 
 
These young men are giving their lives to us, and I ask that you match their generosity by making a  
sacrificial gift as we take up this collection. Not only will you be investing in them, but also in the future  
of the Church. 
 
A remittance envelope will be placed in your church Narthex for your gift. You may also send your  
donation directly to your parish, noting that it is for “Seminarian Education,” or you may make a gift  
online at archchicago.org/seminarianfund. 
 
In addition, you can also support vocations in the Archdiocese of Chicago by encouraging young men  
in your acquaintance to consider discerning the priesthood. Many current priests credit their vocation to 
personal conversations with loved ones and friends who recognized this potential in them. 
 
On behalf of current and future Archdiocesan seminarians, thank you. May God continue to bless you 
abundantly. Please know that I keep you in my daily prayers and intentions, and I ask for yours in return. 
 
     Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
     Archbishop of Chicago 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, SEPT. 16/17 
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“All through your life your soul takes care of you … 
your soul is alive and awakened, gathering,  

sheltering and guiding your ways and days in the world. 
In effect, your soul is your secret shelter.” 

J  O’D  
    “It is obviously impossible to overview the entire history 
of Christian spiritual practice. But the lineage of Centering 
Prayer, from the head-waters in the spiritual teachings  
and practice of Jesus himself down into our own times, 
rests on two major stepping stones: the spiritual practice  
of the Desert Fathers and Mothers in the third through 
sixth centuries, and the Benedictine tradition of praying  
the scriptures known as Lectio Divina. 
     It seems safe to assume Jesus was a contemplative 
though. At all of the great junctures of his life, the first 
temptation in the wilderness, his withdrawal to the far 
shores of the Galilee before the miracle of the loaves  
and fishes, his transfiguration on Mount Tabor, and at  
the final anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane–his  
pattern was always to withdraw in solitude to pray alone.” 

You are invited to join 
in an hour of quiet time 

and experience 
Centering Prayer! 

SACRED SPACE 
PRAYER GROUP 
Wednesday, Sept. 13, 10am 
Gubbins Center for Faith  
Formation (167/94th Ave.) 
 
 

We will focus on readings 
from August 9-September 12 
 

Something to think and pray 
about each day this week … 
As a woman went for a prayer 
walk and climb one day, she  
became aware of two opposing 

forces at work. Firstly, gravity pulled at her (more so as  
she got higher up). Its force was drawing her downward. 
She couldn’t see it, but my goodness could she feel it!  
The second force at work came from within her. It was the 
force of muscle, sinew and tendon. This force kept her 
moving onwards and upwards. 
     She had to work hard to battle the downward force of  
gravity. It would have been easy to simply give up. But she 
didn’t. And she was rewarded with a great walk and some 
amazing sights of God’s wonderful world all around her. 
     We all experience the downward drag in life in all sorts 
of other ways too. Maybe we are suffering anxiety,  
depression or worry. Maybe we are experiencing sickness 
or money worries or relationship difficulties. 
    That downward drag feels very forceful indeed but here 
is a second force at work—a force deep within ourselves. It 
is a force for good. We believe it to be the presence of the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within all of us, every single one of us. 

 
 

J  D   B  M M , SJ 
F  G    M : M   M  L  

 

 

Gubbins  
Center 
for Faith  
Formation  
(167th & 94th Ave.) 
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LIMITED REGISTRATION! Please register now! 

Registration Deadline: September 11. Due to limited seating—please sign-up early! 
Books/materials available for pickup on Friday, September 15 (in the parish office). 

Questions? Please contact Mary Vlaming, at 708-997-2066. 
 

 
 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  ____________________________________________  City  ______________________  Zip  __________ 

Phone  ________________________________  Email Address  _________________________________________ 

Please check one: 

       Morning Session (9:40-11:45 am) _______ Evening Session (6:30-8:30 pm)  _______ 

 
 
 

I prefer to be in the same group   _______ I have no preference _______ 

 
 
 

Fee: $25 (Please make check payable to ST. ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH) 
Drop off your registration form/payment in box in the Narthex by the parish office doors. 

     “The Chosen” is a groundbreaking streaming television series about the life of 
Jesus. The characters and their stories are vibrant, heartfelt and memorable, which 
leaves little to our religious imaginations. Together, let's attempt to help foster a 
stronger, deeper, and more personal relationship with Jesus, making Him a more 
concrete person in our lives so we can better summon His face in our daily life. 

Register now for Fall Scripture Study 
as we watch and reflect on Season 

One of “The CHOSEN” series 
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get your 
flu shot here 

SEPT. 24 

Walgreens pharmacists will be on hand to administer flu shots* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Elizabeth Seton Church 
Sunday, Sept. 24, 8:00am-1:00pm 

McBrady Center 
Free flu shots for most health plans 

 

 
*Standard and high-dose flu vaccines available 

Vaccination form must be filled out prior to visit 
 

Forms now available on the counter in the Narthex 
Questions? Call Linda Senese at 773-239-2808 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Must bring ID n Insurance Card n Medicare Card 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  
  
  

*Vaccines subject to availability. State-, age– and health-related restrictions may apply. 
© 2017 Walgreen Co. All rights reserved.     504183-221 
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             MEN'S CLUB 2023-24 KICK-OFF Meeting — JOIN US! 
           WEDNESDAY! SEPT. 13, 7PM, McBrady Center 

 
 
 

A Mass at 7pm, will be followed by our general meeting at 7:30pm. Then, we will enjoy a dinner of  
hamburgers, chips, beer, pop and water. In keeping with the kick-off theme, wear your favorite football  
team jersey, whether it be pro, college, high school, grade school, even European style (aka, soccer).  

We may even break out a punt, pass and kick competition if we have some interested competitors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Men’s Club Photo (left): 
Frank Coleman, Jim Grant and Mike Durkin 

grilling hot dogs for a parish picnic. 
 

Men’s Club Photo (right): 
Bruce Hall, Steve Klean and Mike Zulevic 

posing with 2021 Christmas Toy Drive Collection. 
 

2023-2024 REGISTRATION FORM 
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All SCRIP purchasing information/insturctions can be found on the counter in the Narthex. 
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LIVING 
the 

WORD 

LIVING 
the 

WORD 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 
        SELF GIFT 
We	think	of	extending	forgiveness	as	an	act	of	giving	a	
gift	to	another	person.	But	we	also	receive	a	gift	when	
we	forgive	others. 
 
¢  FIRST READING 
Remember	the	commandments	and	hate	not	your	
neighbor	(Sirach	27:30—28:7). 
This reading speaks of how wrath and anger are not the 
ways of God. If one refuses to forgive, then one cannot 
expect to be forgiven. If one does not show mercy, then 
mercy will not be shown to that person. How can you 
forgive another who has done something terrible? The  
most important thing is to remember that what the person 
has done is a symptom of the person’s brokenness. That 
person is hurting, and the hateful things that he or she has 
done are only signs of that dif iculty. One does not bring  
that person to healing by adding more hate to the situation. 
One can only heal that person through love and forgiveness. 
This does not mean that one should be oblivious to what  
the person is doing or to the person’s problem. It simply 
means that we must hate the sin but love the sinner. 
 
 
 

¢  SECOND READING 
Whether	we	live,	or	whether	we	die, 
we	do	so	for	the	Lord	(Romans	14:7-9). 
This reading teaches the profound truth that we are not our 
own. God created us out of love, and called us into his love. 
We are not complete if we try to live in a totally autonomous 
manner. We are only complete in the Lord. Thus, our 
question must be how we can live each day as a response to 
God’s call. Even death, a passing from this world to the next, 
must be viewed as a response to God’s call. 

¢  GOSPEL 
Forgive	one	another	from	your	heart	(Matthew	18:21-35).	 
The lesson from this parable on forgiveness is obvious as 
Jesus tells us there is no limit to the times that we must 
forgive those who have sinned against us. When our 
heavenly Father forgives us our sins, we should be willing 
to forgive others. The forgiveness of our own sins is the 
foundation of our ability to show others compassion and 
mercy (for it has already been shown to us). We realize 
that we have received a gift we do not deserve, and 
therefore we should be generous with others as well 
(even if they do not deserve it). 
 
¢  REFLECTION 
It takes more energy to hold on to hurt than it does to try 
and be free of it. Try this. Make as a tight of a ist as you 
can. Feel how much energy that takes, and if your nails 
need trimming, how they cut into your palms. Now open 
your hands. Energy is released and you make room  
for new possibilities. Hugging wrath and anger, holding 
hurt and pain are like holding our ists tight. They take a 
lot of energy and often only hurt us. Releasing these 
feelings can open us to experience the forgiveness and 
peace that God has already offered us and opens the door 
to future reconciliation, if that becomes possible. Holding 
on to anger dissipates any forgiveness given to us, as it 
did for the forgiven servant who refused to forgive the 
servant who owed a lesser debt. The irst servant’s 
refusal to forgive was viewed by his peers as a great 
injustice and so he lost everything, including 
respectability. That servant lived only for himself. Our 
call is to live for the Lord by loving one another as God 
loves and forgives us, not seven or seventy-seven times, 
but in initely. The way we do or do not forgive is the 
measure for how we experience God’s presence in our 
lives. Vengeance can seem sweet at the time, but it only 
opens the door to the Lord’s vengeance, as Sirach notes. 
Not because God is vengeful, but because our hands are 
so full they cannot receive the kindness of our merciful 
God. Open your hands and your heart. Receive the mercy 
of God and do unto others as God does to us. Forgive. 

 
 
 
 
 

Loving	God, 
Your	kindness	and	mercy	are	often	beyond	belief. 
Help	me	to	remember	them	in	ways	that	lead	 

me	to	treat	others	the	way	you	treat	me,	 
so	that	your	forgiving	touch	might	bring 

healing	to	me,	and	through	me,	to	others.	Amen. 

Scripture Reflections for 

 
 
 
 
 

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 
Col 1:24-2:3 

Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday 
Col 2:6-15 
Lk 6:12-19 

Wednesday 
Col 3:1-11 
Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday 
Nm 21:4b-9 
Phil 2:6-11 
 Jn 3:13-17 

Friday 
1Tm 1:1-2, 

12-14 
Jn 19:25-27 

Saturday 
1Tm 1:15-17 
Lk 6:43-49 

Sunday 
Sir 27:30-28:7 
Rom 14:7-9 
Mt 18:21-35 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [September 11-17, 2023] 
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TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

MOST	HOLY	NAME	OF	THE 
BLESSED	VIRGIN	MARY 

 

This	feast	on	September	12	is	a	counterpart	to	 
the	Feast	of	the	Holy	Name	of	Jesus;	both	have	the 
possibility	of	uniting	people	easily	divided	on	other	
matters.	Mary	encourages	us	to	cooperate	with 

Jesus	in	building	a	peace	based	on	justice.	 
 

     T        F   
 H  N   J ;    -

         
. 

     The feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary began in 
Spain in 1513 and in 1671 was extended to all of 
Spain and the Kingdom of Naples. In 1683, John 
Sobieski, king of Poland, brought an army to the out-
skirts of Vienna to stop the advance of Muslim ar-
mies loyal to Mohammed IV of Constantinople. After 
Sobieski entrusted himself to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, he and his soldiers thoroughly defeated the 
Muslims. Pope Innocent XI extended this feast to the 
entire Church. 
 
COMMENT 
Mary always points us to God, reminding us of God’s 
infinite goodness. She helps us to open our hearts to 
God’s ways, wherever those may lead us. Honored 
under the title “Queen of Peace,” Mary encourages 
us to cooperate with Jesus in building a peace based 
on justice, a peace that respects the fundamental 
human rights of all peoples.  

SAINT	OF	THE	WEEK 
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Amazon Wishlist 
(Scan this QR CODE to visit the 
Amazon Wishlist to have the items 
shipped directly to Jack Nolan.) 

Eagle Scout Project 
  J  N  

O  P  T  318 
 
 
 

COLLECTION TO BENEFIT 
PEDIATRIC PATIENTS AT 

My name is Jack Nolan and I am a 
Life Scout with Troop 318 ...  

 
     For my Eagle Service Project, I am collecting  
donation items to benefit pediatric patients at  
Advocate Children’s Hospital. These donations  
help brighten a child’s day when they are  
receiving inpatient, outpatient or emergency 
healthcare at Advocate Children’s Hospital.  
 

The hospital needs the following items:  
 
 

    l  Art Supplies 
    — coloring books 
    — markers 
    — crayons 
    — skin-toned crayons 
    — colored pencils 
    — sketchpads 

 

l Board Books 
(English/Spanish) 

l Games 
 

 

 

* All items must be new * 

DROP OFF BOXES 
WILL BE AVAILABLE 

IN THE NARTHEX 
FROM SEPTEMBER 9- 

OCTOBER 1 
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ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW —  
WIDOWED? 
A unique retreat/workshop, Joyful Again! Program, is for 
both men and women (all ages) who have been widowed 
and are still trying to find hope and new joy in life. The event 
will be held at St. Mary’s Retreat House (commute or over-
night), Lemont, on Sept. 20/21, 2023 (two-day program-
overnight encouraged). For information please contact 708-
354-7211, or email joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. Visit their 
website at www.joyfulagain.org.  

 
 

DIVORCE AND BEYOND SUPPORT GROUP 
Divorce and Beyond is a support group for people who have 
filed for divorce, in the middle of one or are already divorced 
and helps participants understand what they are going 
through and that others have gone through similar experi-
ences. There is a workbook that is used as a help. It is not a 
magic elixir … but it helps participants move forward to the 
“new life” that they deserve. 10-session commitment begins 
Wednesday, Sept. 13. Participants meet every other week, 
at 6pm. in the Pastoral Center, Damian A, 5250-155th St., 
Oak Forest. Registration at Friedab@stdamianchurch.org or 
708-342-8529. 
 
 

AN EVENING W/FR. JAMES MARTIN [ZOOM] 
A meditation on Fr. Martin’s widely acclaimed book, “The 
Raising of Lazarus,” will be the focal point of the evening on 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, from 7:00-8:30pm. Question and answer 
session shared. Fr. Martin, SJ, is a Jesuit priest, writer and 
editor-at-large at America magazine. The event is offered by 
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. A Free Will Dona-
tion accepted. Register at www.portforprayer.org. 
 
 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE 
and on SOCIAL MEDIA 
Cardinal Bernardin School is proud to announce a presenta-
tion by Detective Richard Wistocki on how to keep your chil-
dren safe while they are online or using social media. De-
tective Richard Wistocki has dedicated his career to helping 
children with responsible digital activity and safety. You 
don’t want to miss this informative presentation on Oct. 12, 
2023, from 7-8:30pm, McBrady Center, 9250 W. 167th St.,  
Orland Hills. (No children please). Admission is free. 

Sponsored by 
the Interfaith 
Ecumenical 

Church Ministry 
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
wcorcoran@steseton.com 
Rev. Daniel Korenchan, Associate Pastor 
dkorenchan@steseton.com 
Rev. Kevin McCray, Associate Pastor 
kmccray@steseton.com 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon John Sobol, Director of Liturgy 
jsobol@steseton.com 
Deacon Robert (Catherine) Velcich 
bvelcich@steseton.com 
Deacon Frank Gildea  

Music Ministry 
Ilya Vanichkin, Director of Music, music@steseton.com 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
dstolinski@steseton.com 
Darlene Raila, Communications 
raila@steseton.com 
Karen Mirecki, Secretary 
karenm@steseton.com 

Youth Ministry 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 
bhall@steseseton.com 
Religious Education Staff 
Diana Barracca, Catechesis 
barracca@steseton.com 
Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 
mvlaming@steseton.com 
Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
ryanowsky@steseton.com 
Carlos Jaurez, Staff Maria Makuch, Staff 
Dan Kosty, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

ROSARY: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9:30am 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Wednesdays, 9:30am 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON PARISH INFORMATION 
n New Parishioners We welcome all to participate in the life and mission of the parish.  
A complete listing of parish services/organizations is available in the parish office and on 
our parish website. Please visit the parish office to register or obtain the registration form 
on the parish website: www.steseton.com.  
n Sacrament of Reconciliation is on Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm  
n Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by 
calling the parish office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
n Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for the birth of their child should contact 

the parish office to register for a one-night seminar, focusing on a parent’s role in faith development. Session is man-
datory prior to the Baptism. 
n Anointing of the Sick available in the Church every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill or facing 
hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 for information. 
n Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults 18/older, who wish to become Catholic are enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes prayer,  
dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. Call 708-403-0101. 
n Ministry of Care is available to give Communion to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized and/or to 
arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 
n In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding 
your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire to offer whatever 
spiritual support we can. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 
n Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to marry are asked to make arrangements six months in advance. 
n Wedding Workshops offered throughout the year, provide engaged couples with guidelines/suggestions for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. The workshop covers topics on readings, music, flowers and video taping. 
n Adult Choir sings at Sunday Mass/special liturgies. Please contact Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
n Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. Please contact our Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
n Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.  

 
 
 

Saint Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church 
9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL  708-403-0101  Fax 708-403-0105 

Children’s Religious Education Office: 708-403-0137 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MON-FRI: 9AM-1PM   SAT: CLOSED  SUN: 8AM-1PM 

 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 

Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro        Administrative Assistant: Cindy Labriola Devlin 

VISIT OUR 
PARISH WEBSITE 

AT 
WWW.STESETON.COM 
Join us on FACEBOOK 

St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church-
Orland Hills 
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