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Catholic Schools Week . . . 
    Save the date! Our Catholic Schools Week kicks off 
next weekend, January 27/28. More information can be 
found later about our Open House opportunities taking 
place at CJB School on Sunday, Jan. 28, and at other 
dates at your convenience. 
    St. Elizabeth Seton Parish is privileged to be part of the 
U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School for 
Academic Excellence, the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Regional Catholic School. Our school has won the Blue 
Ribbon for Academic Excellence twice for its academic 
and formational rigor. CJB is proud of its strong Catholic 
identity. All Catholic Schools in our wider area are faith-
filled, welcoming and vibrant. 
    I have long held that areas with strong Catholic Schools 
often have strong public schools located by them. Public 
schools are not our competition but our allies in building a 
strong educational system for our next generation. We in 
the Orland Hills, Orland Park, and Tinley Park area are 
blessed to have a community that treasures and funds 
excellent schools. This is hard. It is a real sacrifice, but it 
gives our next generation the tools and skills they need to 
grow into faith-filled and educated adults. What more do 
we want for our next generation. What is more important 
than that? Our community is fortunate to be able to 
choose among the goods that are set before us. We have 
lots of “win-win situations.” Next weekend, let us celebrate 
the strength of our schools! 
 

Our January Christmas Concert . . . 
    Thanks to all who worked so hard for the wonderful 
Christmas Concert, The Sounds of the Christmas. It made 
our Epiphany celebrations a true extension of Christmas. 
Thank you to our Music Director, Ilya Vanichkin, who 
organized the entire event. Thanks to all of our choir 
members for their hours of practice for many weeks. 
Thanks to all the behind the scenes helpers who made 
everything happen. It made for a magical afternoon. 
 

Christmas Giving . . .  
    Throughout our continuing celebration of Christmas and 
the month of January, parishioners generously support our 
parish as we receive 10% or more of our annual parish 
income during this timeframe. I thank you in advance for 
your strong support of the many missions of our parish. 
And I promise to continue to be careful in the spending of 
this parish income. We have very good things happening 
at our parish due to your generosity. Thanks. Our 
Christmas income will be reported in February. 
 

Looking Ahead . . . 
◼  Tuesday, Jan. 23 — Our Parish Finance Committee 
will meet at 7:00 PM, in the Great Room. 
◼  Wednesday, Jan. 24 — Initial Planning Meeting for  
our St. Patrick/St. Joseph Party, at 7:00 PM in the  
Parish Conference Room. All are invited to share their 
input. 
◼  Saturday, Feb. 3 — TRIVIA NIGHT! See details in this 
bulletin. This is always a well-attended, fun night out. 
◼  Sunday, Feb. 11 — PACZKI DAY! Our Social Action 
Ministry will host their “drive-up pickup” for their Paczki 
Fundraiser (more information later in this bulletin). 
    A Word to the wise: Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s 
Day this year! Celebrate early! [Poor planning.] 

Angel Fund . . . 
    Each year on Catholic Schools Weekend, we take up a 
special collection, The Angel Fund, for the Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin School. This fund aids needy families 
attending our regional Catholic school with tuition aid. In a 
school year many parents face job changes, losses and 
illness — making paying tuition nearly impossible. Some 
family income may also be limited, and the school 
provides those in need with financial aid. The Angel Fund 
provided by the four parishes is a great assist in meeting 
these needs. Please be generous to this collection. It is 
neighbors assisting neighbors. 
 

Don’t Tell Anyone . . . 
    Monday, March 18, through Wednesday, March 20, 
2024, St. Elizabeth Seton Parish will host its Annual 
Lenten Mission. This year we are fortunate to have three 
women of wisdom who will share their insights with us. We 
have asked women from three different generations to be 
our speakers. Our most senior speaker will speak on “The 
Blessings of Caregiving.” So many of our community take 
on the role of caregivers. Whether that is young parents in 
raising their children; more middle-aged adults taking care 
of their parents; or older adults taking care of elderly 
spouses or friends. We take on the role of caretaker, 
endure some real struggles, but often are the ones to 
appreciate the real blessings. Our speaker will reflect on 
all of this — and help us to process our own experiences.  
     In future weeks I will share the identities of all of our 
speakers — and the two other topics. Our second speaker 
is a young middle-aged mom who works in education 
outside of the home. Our third presenter is a young 
woman who is excited by her vocational work. Each of  
our Mission nights will begin at 7:00 PM, and finish by 
8:30 PM. On Wednesday night we will conclude by having 
the Mission talk given as a reflection during Mass. On 
Monday and Tuesday, we will have the talks as part of a 
prayer service. 
     This should be a great Mission experience for all of us. 
Please set the dates aside. The speakers are very good, 
and their insights will be valuable. 
 

Party, Party, Party . . . 
    Speaking of March 18-20, which will be our Parish 
Lenten Mission, the day before it all begins is Sunday, 
March 17 [St. Patrick’s Day], and Tuesday, March 19  
[St. Joseph’s Day].  
    Saturday, March 16, we are hosting our Annual St. 
Patrick/St. Joseph Day Party. [The COVID pandemic had 
knocked it out of the box for a bit.] We will have an initial 
planning meeting on this Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 7:00 PM, 
in our Parish Conference Room. All are welcome to join in 
and share ideas. More party details will be shared after 
this meeting. This has always been a fun-filled night. The 
party has never been a fundraiser, but rather a “fun-
raiser” [as the ticket price just covers the cost and liquid 
libations are set at a most reasonable charge]. This is a 
time for camaraderie, and to chase away those winter 
blues as Spring is about to dawn. So save the date!  As 
you may also remember we will pull the winning tickets at 
this party for our Annual Parish Pot-of-God Raffle. 
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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Saturday, Jan. 20 
(5pm) Joseph Kapala; Aurora Gagni 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
(7:30am) Theodore Davenport; Santa Gagliardi 
(9:30am) Frank L. Gasper; Robert Sakanis 
(11:30am) The Purgatorial Society; Stanley Wynimko 
Monday, Jan. 22 (9am) Bill Wisnasky; Lenore Sullivan 

Tuesday, Jan. 23 (9am) Tom Doyle; Barbara Cucio 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 (9am) Glen Ryiko 
Thursday, Jan. 25 (9am) Edmund Zilinskas 
Friday, Jan. 26 (9am) June Tunelius; Richard Della Croce 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
(5pm) James Peltzer; Patricia Quade 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
(7:30am) Paul Varga; Cirilo and Delia Deciderio 

(9:30am) Kathy Panko; George Brooks 
(11:30am) George Chalifoux; Nancy Sasso 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Due to privacy issues we honor prayer requests (by you/family member 
only) for two weeks. Please call to add name or continue for two weeks. 
 

 

 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our prayers, 
that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
    Stephanie Baron   
    Joe Hosteny 
    John York    
    Bill Athos 
    Emily Clott    
    Baby Stephen Michael 
    Zeke Oprzedek   
    Perla Tanquilut 
    Roger Nowacki   
    Patricia Nowacki 
    Eileen Neary 

 
And for our deceased: 
    Deacon Frank Gildea 
    Mary Costello 
    Loran Nelson 
    Elsamma Chettiath 
    “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 
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For up-to-date parish information follow us 
on Facebook: Saint Elizabeth Seton Church-Orland Hills 
VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM 

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on Sun-
day, January 7, 2024: 
James Jerome, child of James and Claire Litrenta 
Cameron Joseph, child of Joseph and Kristen Zelek 

 

BAPTISMS 

The “Angel Fund” 
Each year across the nation, Catholic 
schools are recognized at Masses and 

with special school events during 
“Catholic Schools Week.” 

    This year, the celebration for our parish 
school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 
School (CJB), will begin with liturgies on Jan-
uary 27 and 28. CJB staff and students will 
also welcome visitors for our Open House 
and Personal Tours on Sunday, Jan. 28 from 
11:00 am-1:00 pm. (If that timing doesn’t fit 
your schedule, please call Mrs. Devlin at 708-
403-6525, x127, to make alternative  
arrangements.) 
    Throughout “Catholic Schools Week” spe-
cial events will be held at CJB – beginning 
with a Mass on January 29, which will recog-
nize and celebrate our volunteers. Additional-
ly, we will celebrate the strong program of 
faith formation at CJB, our nationally twice-
recognized blue-ribbon academics, and the 
selfless involvement of students and staff in a 
variety of service projects. 
    Nine years ago, CJB’s founding parishes (St.  
Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Ste-
phen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Julie Billiart) 
began a special collection known as the 
“Angel Fund.” 
    This collection is taken up one weekend 
during the year at the start of Catholic 
Schools Week. The Angel Fund is meant to 
assist parishioner families who may need a 
bit of help in sending their children to CJB. 
Last year, nearly 20% of our students re-
ceived some type of financial aid from vari-
ous sources. As you would understand, many 
families are in need. 
    CJB is so very grateful to our sponsoring 
parishes who subsidize qualified parishioner 
students. With the recent defeat in the Illinois 
House of the extension of the Invest in Kids 
Program, our school will lose over $40,000 in 
tuition assistance for current students who 
hope to attend CJB next year. No donation is 
too small. Any donation you are able to make 
is truly appreciated! This special collection 
will take place, in person, during the week-
end of January 27/28. We do accept  
donations to the Angel Fund year round, at 
the school office, and with our new online 
donation option on our website: 
www.cjbschool.org  

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR GOODNESS! 

http://WWW.STESETON.COM
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Are You, or Someone You Know, Widowed? 
    If you have been recently widowed and are still strug-
gling  with the loss, or if you have been widowed for some 
time and need something to get you “over the hump” be-
cause you seem stuck in one spot, this program is de-
signed to help you move on with life while still treasuring 
your past and its precious memories. This unique retreat/
workshop will be held at St. Mary’s Retreat House, Lemont. 
The Joyful Again! Program is for both men and women (all 
ages) who have been widowed and are still trying to find 
hope and new joy in life. (A two-day program-overnight is 
encouraged). All are welcome. 
What:  Retreat/workshop for Widowed Men and Women 
When:  April 13 & 14, 2024 or Sept. 20 & 21, 2024  
Where: St. Mary’s Retreat House, Lemont 
 (Commute or stay overnight.) 
    For further information , call 708-354-7211 or email:  
joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. Visit: www.joyfulagain.org.  

Healthy Approach For Losing 
A Loved One To Suicide 
On Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024, from 3-4pm, Rev. T. Rubey, 
will present “Healthy Approach For Losing A Loved One  
To Suicide,” at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 15050 S. Wolf 
Rd., Orland Park. Topics will include: signs to watch for; 
what resources are available; LOSS Program (Loving  
Outreach to Survivors of Suicide); and dealing with guilt 
and anger. If you have any questions, please contact the 
St. Francis Parish Office, 708-460-0042.  

 

 
The Annual Knights of Columbus Comedy Show is 

back for this year!  
 

Saturday, March 2, 2024 
St George Church/O’Connell Hall 

Doors open: at 6:30 pm 
Dinner starts: 7:00 pm 
Show starts: 8:00 pm 

 

Treat your wife or special person to a dinner 
and show. Comedians are Jack Cannon and 
the Improv team from incognitomodeimprov. 
They are professional and promise to keep to 
an upscale show throughout the evening. The 
show normally lasts about 2-2.5 hours. We 
anticipate tickets to go fast so start planning for 
reservations now. We will have open seating 
this year. To reserve a table of eight, please 
Contact Rob Mertens. Tickets are $50 per 
person. Ticket price includes the show, 
dinner and drinks (beer, wine, soda and 
water). Please note that we cannot allow 
alcohol to be brought in. We appreciate your 
understanding and cooperation. You may  
bring in snacks for you and your friends if you 
choose. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For tickets and information, please use the KC 
website: www.knights4698.org.  

If you have ticketing questions or need more 
information, please call Rob Mertens: 

708-247-6387, or email 
knightsofcolumbus4698@gmail.com. 

http://www.joyfulagain.org
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is a TWICE-Recognized 
National Blue Ribbon School of Academic Excellence 

 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
3-year-old Pre-K through 8

th
 Grade 

 

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE/PRIVATE TOUR EVENT 
SUNDAY, 1/28, 11:00am-1:00pm 
SCAN the QR CODE or REGISTER AT: 
www.cjbschool.org, click on ADMISSIONS, OPEN HOUSE, REGISTER 

 
 
 
 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is sponsored by the parishes of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St.  
Stephen Deacon and Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton. Additionally, we welcome children from other parishes and  
households whose parents are seeking a Christ-centered, academically-excellent educational environment. Share the  
news of our OPEN HOUSE and PERSONAL TOURS with your family and friends who may be looking for an  
Academically-excellent school! Experience the CJB Difference! 
 

Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten classes in addition to Grades 1-8? 
Yes! We offer morning half-day and full-day 3-year old and 4-year old Pre-K. Kindergarten (like Grades 1-8) is full-day.  
 

How do I register? 
“Open registration” is happening now — ONLINE! We accept applications until all spaces are filled. Our online registration  
application is available at www.cjbschool.org. To register, submit the online application, then mail or drop off an original 
birth and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a family registration fee of $250. For Grades 1-8, include a 
copy of the 2023-24 first semester report card and current standardized test results.  
 

Do you have a School Nurse? A Counselor?? An Inclusive Education Team? 
Yes to all three questions. We have a full-time Nurse as well as a full-time Counselor. Our Inclusive Education Team is run 
by a full-time staff member with part-time assistants as well. 
 

How much is tuition? Is there Financial Aid? 
Tuition for next school year will be announced once budget meetings are finalized. Financial assistance is available for  
parishioner families in Grades K-8. And, tuition can be paid monthly. Parishioner tuition for the current school year is as 
follows. K-8 is $6,256. Out-of-parish tuition for 2023-24 is $7,317. There is a $300 technology and book fee. Full-day  
Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 is $6,936. Half-day 3PK: $3,798. Half-day 4PK: $4,475. Upon completion of the online application,  
you will have an opportunity to apply for financial aid. Financial applications must be submitted by mid-March. 
 

Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 
Yes! Our Extended Day Program opens at 6:30 am and closes when the school day begins; it reopens at 2:40 pm and  
closes for the day at 6:00 pm. All registered students may attend the Extended Day Program. Charges are billed monthly. 
 

When may I register? 
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment,  
Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 127, or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

 

http://www.cjbschool.org
http://www.cjbschool.org
mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org
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SAINT OF THE DAY 
 

CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL 
Feast Day — January 25 

 

    Saint Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus 
was to be the turning point in his spiritual life. 
There he met Jesus and nothing was ever the same. 
Thereafter, all his zeal and energy were focused on 
the spread of the gospel message. We know him 
from his wonderful letters to the early Christian 
communities. 

 

 

SAINT PAUL’S ENTIRE LIFE CAN BE EXPLAINED 
IN TERMS OF ONE EXPERIENCE — his meeting 
with Jesus on the road to Damascus. In an instant, 
he saw that all the zeal of his dynamic personality 
was being wasted, like the strength of a boxer 
swinging wildly. Perhaps he had never seen Jesus, 
who was only a few years older. But he had 
acquired a zealot’s hatred of all Jesus stood for, as 
he began to harass the Church: “…entering house 
after house and dragging out men and women, he 
handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8:3b). 
    Now he himself was “entered,” possessed, all his 
energy harnessed to one goal—being a slave of 
Christ in the ministry of reconciliation, an 
instrument to help others experience the one 
Savior. One sentence determined his theology: 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5b). 
Jesus was mysteriously identified with people—the 
loving group of people Saul had been running down 
like criminals. Jesus, he saw, was the mysterious 
fulfillment of all he had been blindly pursuing. From 
then on, his only work was to “present everyone 
perfect in Christ. For this I labor and struggle, in 
accord with the exercise of his power working 
within me” (Colossians 1:28b-29). “For our gospel 
did not come to you in word alone, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and [with] much 
conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5a). 
    Paul’s life became tireless proclaiming and living 
out of the message of the cross: Christians die 
baptismally to sin and are buried with Christ; they 
are dead to all that is sinful and unredeemed in the 
world. They are made into a new creation, already 
sharing Christ’s victory and someday to rise from 
the dead like him. Through this risen Christ the 
Father pours out the Spirit on them, making them 
completely new. 
COMMENT 
Paul’s great message to the world was: You are 
saved entirely by God, not by anything you can do. 
Saving faith is the gift of total, free, personal and 
loving commitment to Christ, a commitment that 
then bears fruit in more “works” than the Law could 
ever contemplate.  

January 21, 2024 
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A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation 
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;  

baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food. 

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish  
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and 
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through 
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned 
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including 

adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make 
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth, 
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with 
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and 
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com. 

January Pro Life Drive 
to support COURAGE 

Newborn 
To Size 2 

baby 
clothes 

lotions 
baby wipes 
shampoo 

diapers 
   & Pull-ups 

bibs  
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Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere de-
sire to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church Hall on Thursdays from 7:30-8:45pm. 
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength, and hope with each 
other so that they may solve their common problem and 
help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere 
desire to stop drinking.   

Families Anonymous 
Has life gone astray due to living with someone with a sub-
stance abuse problem? Attend Families Anonymous on 
Mondays, at 7-8:30pm at Church of the Transfiguration, 
12219 S. 80th Ave., Palos Park. Virtual meetings available. 
Call Warren, 708-203-6626 or email: fa.palos@gmail.com. 

REGARDING OUR 2023 
CHRISTMAS MAILING AND 

2023 TAX LETTERS 
Our St. Elizabeth Seton CHRISTMAS MAILING was 
sent to the Post Office on Dec. 6, 2023. As our mail-
ing is sent at a bulk mail rate, the post office will han-
dle the priority mailings first, then attend the bulk rate 
when they have time. To our disappointment they did 
not deliver our mailing to our parish community until 
after Christmas. We apologize for any inconvenience. 

 
 
 

 
 

2023 DONATION TAX LETTERS 
will be mailed by January 31, 2024. 
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                 NEXT WEEK’S FOCUS: 
                          KEEP CALM 
     In both testaments of the Bible, there are struggles 
to understand how Divine Authority comes into  
the world. If we remain connected to the mission  
and message of Jesus, we have the authority to live  
as a disciple. 

 

  FIRST READING 
Moses spoke to all the people, saying: "A prophet like me 
will the LORD, your God, raise up for you" (Deut 18:15-20). 
Moses is promising a continuity of the prophetic tradition 
in Israel. God would not leave his chosen people without 
the guidance that they needed to walk in the ways of the 
Lord. Typical of many of the passages of the Old Testa-
ment, this prediction came to be understood in a different 
way as time went on. It was seen more and more as a pre-
diction of a Messiah. This is one of the reasons why we 
see Moses in the Transfiguration, to show that Jesus was 
truly the fulfillment of the promise that Moses had made. 

  SECOND READING 
Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties 
(1 Cor 7:32-35) 
Saint Paul recommends that it is better for people to re-
main single rather than get married so that they can dedi-
cate themselves to the service of the Lord. This is based 
partly on Paul’s view that the end of the world  
was at hand and that everyone should prepare for it. 
Therefore, everyone in the community should be preach-
ing and trying to draw others to the faith while there was 
time. This theology implies that if someone is serving 
one’s own family, then that person is not serving the 
Lord. The Second Vatican Council proposed another  

theology in which virginity and the married state were 
both seen as valued lifestyles, and God called each of us  
to one or the other. Service of family is not anxious, wast-
ed effort; it is loving service.  

  GOSPEL 
People were astonished at Jesus' teaching (Mk 1:21-28). 
This Gospel comes from the account of Jesus’ first day at 
Capernaum. Scholars believe that St. Mark received this 
information from St. Peter himself, for the latter was an 
eyewitness to these events. Although this account is 
short, we hear more than once that Jesus speaks with au-
thority. We also see an example of his exercise of authori-
ty when he causes an unclean spirit to come out 
of a man who is possessed. The unclean spirit, being a 
spiritual creature, knows the truth about Jesus. It is not 
confused by appearances, for it recognizes that Jesus is 
the Holy One of God. The people are filled with awe. This 
is a common reaction to seeing something so wondrous 
that one cannot understand it. They do not yet know who 
Jesus is, but they already know that something very holy 
is happening in their midst.  

  REFLECTION 
People are fickle. When others do something with which 
we agree, or ask something of us that we want to do, we 
recognize and accept their authority. When people chal-
lenge us to a new way of thinking or ask something that 
we resist, we often ask by what authority they speak. Je-
sus amazed the people. When he expelled an unclean 
spirit, he spoke with a calm and gentle strength that re-
vealed an inner authority. Maybe he was a prophet about 
whom Moses spoke, for God would raise up this prophet 
from among their own kin. We have the benefit of hind-
sight. Those with whom Jesus resonated, Jesus responded 
with open, not hardened, hearts. Those who did not agree 
with his words or deeds tested him and hardened their 
hearts. The gentle strength that Jesus’ authority manifest-
ed invited peace, even in the midst of turmoil.  People 
came to know God in new ways and to live their faith in 
ways that once seemed foreign. Paul’s words to the Co-
rinthians could constitute a variation of the popular 
“Keep Calm” signs: “Keep Calm and Be Who You Are.” 
Next week’s readings could be the source for a new line 
of signs that contain words of spiritual wisdom: “Keep 
Calm and Turn to Jesus.” “Keep Calm and Make Christ 
Your Center.” “Keep Calm and Live with Gentle Strength.” 
“Keep Calm and Harden Not Your Hearts.” “Keep Calm 
and Let God Surprise You.” 
    If today you hear God’s voice, you too will speak with 
an authority that comes from God alone. 

Scripture Reflections for 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 
2 Sm 5:1-7, 

10 
Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday 
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 

17-19 
Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday 
2 Sm 7:4-17 
Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday 
Acts 22:3-16 
Mk 16:15-18 

Friday 
2 Tm 1:1-8 
Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday 
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 

10-17 
Mk 4:35-41 

Sunday 
Dt. 18:15-20 

1 Cor 7:32-35 
Mk 1:21-28 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK [January 22-28, 2024] 

Page Fourteen January 21, 2024 
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The National Eucharistic Congress is an upcoming 5-day Conference 
to be held in Indianapolis from July 17-21, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join in a group from 

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish! 
 

We hope to bring a group from St. Elizabeth Seton Church to this incredible 
and powerful event to worship and celebrate Our Lord Jesus Christ in the  
Eucharist alongside THOUSANDS of Catholics from around the country! 

 

The NEC will feature prominent Catholic celebrities like Fr. Mike Schmitz,  
Sr. Miriam James Heidland, Fr. Rocky Hoffman, Sr. Bethany Madonna, 

and many more! 
 

If you are interested in learning more or signing up ... 
please email Fr. Dan Korenchan at dkorenchan@steseton.com  
or call 708-403-0101, x103 (please leave name and contact phone). 

mailto:dkorenchan@steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
By Ted Wolgamot, Celebration Publications 

I  once read a very 
provocative article 
written by a Catholic 
priest in which he said  

that a lot of church-going 
people never really get 
baptized. 
    What he was proposing  
was that we Catholics, we 
Christians in general, are 
seldom truly baptized people. 
Yes, he admits, we’ve all  
gone through the ceremony. 
We’ve had the water poured 
over our heads. But, then, he 
insists, way too many of us 
have gone on living our lives 
pretty much like everyone  
else. No real difference can 
be observed. 
    He said, in his article,  
that true baptism is the  
moment when you  
understand what your life’s 
purpose really is. When  
you understand the  
meaning of life, you wake  
up one morning and say  
to yourself: I get it. You  
have come to a deeper 
understanding of life. 
    He goes on to say that true baptism is different from 
living life on “cruise control.” It’s different than just going 
through the motions of living: growing up, going to 
school, getting married, having children, getting a job. 
These are very important moments and valuable 
achievements in a person’s life. 
    But often they are just door openers to life’s next 
stage of “cruise control” living. 
    His point is that often people never allow themselves 
to fall into that surrender that creates a different set of 
eyes through which they can see a deeper meaning to 
“what it’s all about.” 
    The kind of baptism that he’s talking about does not 
often come in moments of achieving greatness. It 
usually happens when we are faced with experiences 
of failure, of abandonment, of betrayal, of deep hurt,  
of sin. 
    The good news is that this kind of pain can bring gain 
— if we allow ourselves to be taught by it; if we allow 
ourselves to enter into a deeper experience of God. 
     When that happens, we are in effect joining Jesus  
in his plunge into the River Jordan, or, like St. Paul, 

stricken from our life of power 
and self-sufficiency on our  
own road to Damascus. 
    The point this priest was 
suggesting stresses that true 
baptism involves much more 
than a ceremony of pouring 
water. 

 

A true baptism is when  
you discover your soul  
and begin living out of  

that experience. It’s when 
you surrender finally to  
the magnitude of God’s 
love and allow it to be 

the deepest meaning of  
your life. That is when  

you are baptized. 
 

T hat’s also exactly  
what happened to the 
man named Jesus. He 
was 30 years old at the 

time. He had lived a bit, 
perhaps failed a bit. 
     And then “it” happened.  
     Each of the Gospel writers 

tried to communicate this major transformation within 
Jesus by telling of the opening of the heavens and the 
overshadowing by a dove. The words: “This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” rang from  
the clouds. 
 

I n today’s reading, though, the Gospel of John  
adds something very different. He tells of John the  
Baptist giving Jesus a title not found anywhere 
else in the Gospels: The Lamb of God. 

    This signature tells us about the kind of God with 
whom Jesus has become fully united. He is a God  
not to be viewed in terms of spectacular power and 
majesty. Instead, he is to be seen as a lamb: gentle, 
meek, tender — a lamb who opposes the misuse of 
power, a lamb who joins us in our agonies and  
terrors. 
 

Jesus is calling us today to immerse ourselves  
again in the water that will allow us to be truly 

baptized and will re-make us into gentle followers  
of The Lamb of God. 

 

Lord, open my ears 
that I may always hear your voice. 

At times I forget that you reside 
within the temple of my body 

and I am tempted to think 
or act in ways that might even  
profane to your holy temple. 

Open my ears so that I hear you  
calling me to small acts of  
forgiveness and kindness. 

You do not always ask great sacrifices 
and magnificent holocausts, 

only the small but heroic response 
“Here I am Lord; I come to do your will.” 

Amen. 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pastoral Staff 

Very Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor 
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Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Robert (Catherine) Velcich 
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Liturgy and Music Ministries 

Margie Guadagno, Director of Liturgy 
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Parish Office Staff 
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Karen Mirecki, Secretary 

karenm@steseton.com 
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Religious Education Staff 

Diana Barracca, Catechesis 

barracca@steseton.com 

Mary Vlaming, Catechesis 

mvlaming@steseton.com 

Maintenance Staff 

Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance 
ryanowsky@steseton.com 
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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 

ROSARY: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9:30am 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Wednesdays, 9:30am 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON PARISH INFORMATION 
◼ New Parishioners We welcome all to participate in the life and mission of the parish.  
A complete listing of parish services/organizations is available in the parish office and on 
our parish website. Please visit the parish office to register or obtain the registration form 
on the parish website: www.steseton.com.  
◼ Sacrament of Reconciliation is on Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm  
◼ Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by 
calling the parish office early. Limit of two children per Sunday. 
◼ Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for the birth of their child should contact 

the parish office to register for a one-night seminar, focusing on a parent’s role in faith development. Session is man-
datory prior to the Baptism. 
◼ Anointing of the Sick available in the Church every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill or facing 
hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 for information. 

◼ Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults 18/older, who wish to become Catholic are enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes prayer,  
dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. Call 708-403-0101. 
◼ Ministry of Care is available to give Communion to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized and/or to 
arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 

◼ In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding 
your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire to offer whatever 
spiritual support we can. Please call the Parish Office at 708-403-0101 for assistance. 
◼ Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to marry are asked to make arrangements six months in advance. 
◼ Wedding Workshops offered throughout the year, provide engaged couples with guidelines/suggestions for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. The workshop covers topics on readings, music, flowers and video taping. 
◼ Adult Choir sings at Sunday Mass/special liturgies. Please contact Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
◼ Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. Please contact our Music Director at music@steseton.com. 
◼ Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.  
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