
Practical Faith Week 2 Discussion guide

Opening Question- What is the best 
vacation you have ever been on? -or- 
What vacation plans do you have for 
this summer?

Read Acts 17:16-31 

What were some things that stood out 
to you from this passage or this 
message? 


When you think of grace, what comes 
to mind for you? How have you experienced God’s grace in your life?


Joel described grace as working in three acts: 
Prevenient Grace: The grace that enables us to come to Christ.
Justifying Grace: The grace of pardon of sin for those who are in Christ.
Sanctifying Grace: the grace that perfects us for an eternity with Christ.

In what ways does this understanding of grace help you to better understand how the 
grace of God works in people’s lives? Is there anything about this understanding of 
grace that you disagree with and why?  

Joel also described prevenient grace as “common grace” or a grace that is active in the 
world and available to all people, not just Christians. How does this kind of grace help 
people to “hear” the Gospel even before they believe and understand it? What are 
examples you can think of that illustrate this kind of grace? How did you experience this 
kind of grace prior to becoming a follower of Jesus? 

In vs 23-26 Paul quotes two stoic philosophers. What does this indicate about Paul’s 
understanding of the work of God among unbelievers?  

What contemporary examples (movies, music, TV shows…) can you think of that point 
to the works of God in a similar way to the poets that Paul refers to? 

How does the idea of prevenient grace help us to see that grace is both fully an act of 
God (not something we can do for ourselves) as well as something that we choose of 
our own free will? What tensions or questions does this relationship bring up for you or 
challenge your understanding of grace? 

How can we be praying for you this week?


