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Outside the Box
Mary Alice Birdwhistell 

My garage is filled with boxes from my recent
move into my house. Small boxes. Large boxes.
Awkward-sized boxes that I don’t know what to do
with. At one point, these boxes served a useful
purpose. They helped move my belongings from
one place to another. They helped me to
categorize what items belonged in my kitchen,
living room, bedroom, and bathroom. Boxes can be
quite helpful! They contain our chaotic lives and
keep things neat and organized.   

From a very young age, we are taught to put things
in their proper boxes. The blocks go in one box
and the toy cars go in another. If you visit Calvary’s
resource room, you will see that Gayle Lintz has
masterfully organized all of our children’s ministry
supplies into a variety of carefully labeled boxes. If
you don’t know where something goes, there’s a
box for that, too!  

As we grow older, this type of thinking permeates
other areas of our lives, too. We can put people in
boxes. We see it in school cafeterias in the specific
sections where each different social group sits, but
adults are no better than children. It can be
especially easy to do when we don’t know each
other. We label people by the way we would define
them from the outside looking in, but this becomes
much harder to do when we break down the walls
between us and learn people’s stories from the
inside out. We learn that none of us fits in just one

Up Ahead
09/23
09:30a - Sunday
School 
10:45a - Worship 
12:15p - Choir
Christmas Rehearsal
Kick-off 

09/25
10:00a - Meals on
Wheels 

09/26
05:00p - Wednesday
Dinner 
05:45p - FUSE Kids 
06:00p - Book Study 
06:00p - Enneagram
study 
06:00p - Youth
Fellowship 
07:00p - Intergen.
Choir Rehearsal 

09/27
10:00a - Meals on
Wheels 

Financials
Jan.-Aug. Actual
Budget Receipts:
$371,911 
Jan.-Aug. Actual



box.   
 
Early in our faith, I think we are taught to put God
in a box, too. And sometimes, that’s helpful. It
teaches us who God is and who God is not. It
helps us learn right from wrong. But as we get
older, we discover that God is so much bigger than
the boxes we put God in. Just think about it: the
world tried to put Jesus in a cave, and three days
later, the tomb was found empty. God can’t be kept
in a box for too long! 
 
For the next six weeks in worship, we’ll be
exploring out-of-the-box ways in which God works
in the world. Each week, our small groups will be
reflecting together on our worship experiences,
and together, we will discover more of what it looks
like to be a church who lives out our faith outside
the box. 
 
Ultimately, I believe Jesus is inviting all of us to
step out of the boat, like Peter, and to live with a
God-sized faith, ready to follow wherever God
might lead us next. The question is this: Is our faith
big enough to step out of the box?  
 
September 23: Taking God Out of the Box (1
Corinthians 3:1-23; Isaiah 55) 
September 30: Outside the Box: Taking God-
Sized Risks (Joshua 2:1-22; 6:15-25) 
October 7: Outside the Box: Practicing God-
Sized Compassion (Luke 10:25-37) 
October 14: Outside the Box: Offering God-
Sized Forgiveness (Genesis 45-50) 
October 21: Outside the Box: Creating God-
Sized Community (Acts 10:23-38) 
October 28: Outside the Box: Living with God-
Sized Faith (Matthew 14:22-33)

Budget Expenses:
$355,928 
Jan.-Aug. Receipts
Over Expenses:
$15,983 
 
Birthdays 
09/20 - Clayton
Crenshaw 
09/21 - Thomas
Rumsey 
09/23 - Gena Deeds-
Page 
09/23 - Kenny Bosher 
09/24 - Heather
Nessler 
09/25 - Mary Stoner 
09/25 - Ed Davis 
09/25 - Ethan Pardun 
 
Worship 
Outside the Box:
Taking God Out of the
Box 
1 Corinthians 3:1-23,
Isaiah 55 
Mary Alice
Birdwhistell



Thanks, Jennifer Hobbs! Check out a time-lapse of her painting
here: http://bit.ly/Hobbs-Paint-TL

Small Group Sign-Ups 
We will be launching small groups at
Calvary starting next Sunday, September
23 to correspond with our upcoming

http://bit.ly/Hobbs-Paint-TL


worship series, Outside the Box. For six
weeks this fall, small groups will meet one
evening a week in different homes around
town. Each group offers a chance to meet
new people at Calvary, to respond to and
reflect on our worship experience, and to
share with each other beyond “Sunday
morning” conversations. We hope you’ll
spend some time around the table with a
new group of people this fall at Calvary.
Sign up HERE (http://bit.ly/SmlGrp18-
SUp) or in the small hallway up the stairs
in the Welcome Center. Childcare will be
available for groups meeting on
Wednesday evenings.

Intergen. Choir Christmas Music
Rehearsal and Lunch 
Immediately after church on September
23rd, you are welcome to join the
Intergenerational Choir for lunch in
fellowship hall followed by a brief
rehearsal to introduce this year’s
Christmas music. The choir will be
preparing for the choir-led worship to be
presented on Sunday morning, December
9th. Rehearsals are on Wednesday’s at
7:00, and all are welcome to join.

Back to School at West Avenue 
Consider signing up to be a mentor at
West Avenue this year. Mentors are
partnered with up to three students, and
they meet together during a 30-minute
lunch period one day a week for reading
and conversation. We had 20 mentors
engaged with 60 students at West Ave.
last year, and we’d love for even more
people to become involved with this
ministry in the coming year. Sign up here:
http://bit.ly/WestAve18-SignUp or contact
Jennifer Low for more information. 
 
 

http://bit.ly/SmlGrp18-SUp
http://bit.ly/WestAve18-SignUp


Wednesday Dinner Meal Schedule 
Dinners begin at 5. Here's the menu for next week: beef or chicken burritos with chips
and salsa from Rufi's Cocina. Suggested donation is $3 for children and $4 for adults
with a maximum of $14 per family.  
 
If you'd like to know what will be served in advance, the rotation is pizza, hamburgers,
spaghetti from Baris, and burritos from Rufi's.



Young Adult Cookout 
All young adults are invited to the home of
Chris and Tiffany Rose on September
29th at 5 pm (336 W Tinsely Dr Robinson,
TX). The class will be providing
hamburger and hot dogs and we are
asking everyone to bring a side/dessert
and their favorite drink to share. Kids are
more than welcome to come! We will be
eating, hanging out, playing outdoor
games and possibly watching the Baylor
game depending on start time. For more
information, contact Tiffany at
tarose2015@gmail.com. 

Faith Health Waco 
You are invited to a interest meeting about Faith Health Waco, and specifically what
Calvary’s part might look like in this community-wide endeavor alongside our local medical
communities. Jennifer Martinsen, program coordinator for the region, will be in attendance
to both answer questions and flesh out details of the program for you. The meeting will be
held at the home of David and Elaine Norris, 313 Oakwood Lane, Hewitt TX 76643 on
Sunday evening, September 30 at 6pm. Although we would appreciate an RSVP (we
want to make sure you are nourished while you are here!) all are welcome. You may
contact us by texting 325-340-8025 or email sewgal9234@gmail.com

Box Tops for West Avenue
Elementary! 
Box Tops for Education are found on
hundreds of products from cereal and
snacks to cleaning supplies and office
supplies. For a complete list of
participating products, go to
https://www.boxtops4education.com. Each
Box Top is worth $.10 each for a
participating school. West Avenue collects
and redeems Box Tops and we have

mailto:tarose2015@gmail.com
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committed to helping them collect this
school year. Simply clip the Box Top from
participating products and save in a
Ziploc bag or on a collection sheet printed
from the website. Turn your Box Tops in to
the collection box at Calvary in the
Welcome Center and they will be
delivered to West Avenue. They will
redeem the Box Tops for a check that can
be used for anything they need. Thanks in
advance for helping West Avenue this
year!  

Welcome College Students! 
College students are invited to join us for
College Connection each week in the
Welcome Center at 10:15 AM. A weekly
home group for college students will also
meet on Wednesdays at 8:15 PM at the
home of Dakota and Shannon Farquhar-
Caddell. For more information, email
Shannon at shannon_fc@baylor.edu

Peru Mission Trip - Summer/Fall
2019 
Since 2005, Kirk and Jill Hatcher and their
boys have been connected to a ministry
outside of Lima, Peru called Operación
San Andrés (OSA). Each year, various
churches (including Wilshire in Dallas and
South Main in Houston) join together for a
mission trip that includes medical,
education and construction teams.
Everyone can find a job on this trip! This

mailto:shannon_fc@baylor.edu


includes Spanish speakers, non-Spanish
speakers, doctors, nurses, dentists, VBS
experts, educators, builders, crafters, and
a whole lot more. Learn more at
operacionsanandres.org. Interested in the
possibility of joining us in 2019? Contact
Jill and Kirk at kirkhatcher@gmail.com

Ordination Applications
Our newly elected Ordination Council is now receiving applications for ordination at
Calvary. Candidates need to have been an active member at Calvary over the past
year and sense a call to full-time, life-long ministry. If you are interested in pursuing
ordination, please contact Mary Alice to discuss next steps and to receive an
application. Applications are due by Friday, October 5.

Amanda Tyler Speaking at Calvary 
We are thrilled to welcome Amanda Tyler,
Executive Director of the Baptist Joint
Committee for Religious Liberty, to speak
with us at Calvary on Wednesday,
October 10 at 6:00 PM. Amanda leads
the organization as it upholds the historic
Baptist principle of religious liberty,
defending the free exercise of religion and
protecting against its establishment by
government. Called a “powerful advocate”
and “rising star in the sector” by The
Nonprofit Times, she was named one of
the nation’s top 50 nonprofit leaders in
2018. All are welcome to join us!

Extended Session Volunteers
Needed 
Extended session is an hour of care and
ministry to our youngest children in the
nursery and preschool areas during the
Sunday morning worship service. We are
looking for volunteers to help serve once
or twice a quarter. If you are interested in
serving, please contact Lauryn Everic at
LEveric@cbcwaco.net

http://operacionsanandres.org/
mailto:kirkhatcher@gmail.com
mailto:leveric@cbcwaco.net


Calvary T-Shirts Now Available 
We have more logo shirts available for purchase. Shirts are $10 each, and sizes S - XXL
are available. Please go here: http://bit.ly/CBC-tshirt-order to order, or email Nathan at
cbcinfo@cbcwaco.net.

Let's be in prayer for one another. Click HERE for the prayer list. 

Ministerial Staff 
Mary Alice Birdwhistell - Senior Pastor 
mab@cbcwaco.net 
Randall Bradley - Minister of Worship & Music 
randall_bradley@baylor.edu 
Ali Chappell DeHay - Minister to Youth 
acdehay@cbcwaco.net 
Lauryn Everic - Interim Minister to Children 
leveric@cbcwaco.net 
 

Administrative Staff 
Guilherme Almeida - Worship & Music Associate 
galmeida@cbcwaco.net 
 
Phillip Sitton - Stewardship Administrator 
psitton@cbcwaco.net 
 
Nathan Spears - O�ce Administrator 
cbcinfo@cbcwaco.net 
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