
 
 

Session 9: David, Nabal, & Abigail 
Introduction 
 
Watch the closing of George W. Bush’s eulogy at his father’s funeral in December 2018, the last state 
funeral in our country.  A Google search of “headlines for George H.W. Bush funeral” revealed some 
listed below.  How well/how poorly do they capture the occasion? 
 

1. USA Today – George H.W. Bush funeral: Michelle Obama gets a mint, other moments you 
missed 

2. BBC – Four presidents sat (awkwardly) on one pew 
3. The Guardian – Washington mourns George HW Bush as Trump gives cold shoulder to 

Clintons 
4. NBC – George HW Bush eulogized by son at funeral 
5. ABC – George W. Bush eulogizes his father with laughter and tears: ‘A genuinely optimistic 

man’ 
6. Washington Post – George H.W. Bush funeral: Former president remembered for integrity, 

service 
7. NPR – George H.W. Bush honored as ‘great and noble man’ in state funeral 

 

David Marries Abigail 
1 Samuel 25:1-44 
 
Background Notes: 

• “Caleb” in Hebrew can mean “dog” (25:3). “Nabal” in Hebrew means “fool” (25:25).  This 
chapter thus uses plays on words in the original Hebrew text. 

• The People’s Bible explains the practice in 25:8, “A common practice of the day, much like our 
present-day practice of tipping a waitress, was that when the sheep were sheared and profits 
were realized, the owner of the flock would share a small portion of his profit with those who 
had protected his shepherds.”1 

• The phrase in 25:36, “like that of a king,” is another literary comparison between Nabal’s actions 
and Saul’s.  David functions as a foil (i.e. a contrasting character) to both Nabal and Saul.   

• Maidservants (25:41) almost always accompanied prominent women at this time and in this 
culture.  Recall Sarah, Leah, and Rachel in Genesis 16:1, 29:24,29, who all had maidservants. 

 
1 John R. Mittelstaedt, 1, 2 Samuel, The People’s Bible (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 2002), 141. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pb09sa?ref=Bible.1Sa25.1-19&off=4132&ctx=g+bands+of+thieves.%0a~A+common+practice+of


Summarize your “Top 3” impacts Samuel had on Israel which lead all Israel to mourn for him. 
 

1.  
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

 
David presumably was unable to make it to Samuel’s funeral.  What words would you use to describe 
how he would have felt or reacted? 
 
 
 
Assess the ethics of David’s reaction to Nabal’s response to his servants (25:13).  Consider the quote 
below, which explains the cultural world in which David lived. 
 

“Nabal’s answer to David’s agents (1 Sa 25:10-11) was a flagrant insult; David had been serving 
him with honor, but Nabal responded by speaking of David in scurrilous terms as an outlaw.  
In the ancient world men (and particularly warriors) placed an enormous premium on their 
personal reputations and thus took insults and perceived slights to their honor very seriously.  
Examples of this abound in ancient literature … When the Philistine Goliath defied the ranks 
of Israel (ch. 17), the young David regarded this as reason enough to go out to fight the giant.  
David was later willing to start a war with the Ammonites to avenge their humiliating 
treatment of his ambassadors (2 Sa 10).  Insults and slights required an appropriate response 
on behalf of the individual so affronted.  Exodus 21:17 prescribes the death penalty for those 
who cursed (reviled or insulted) their parents, and the 42 young men making fun of Elisha 
were mauled by two bears (2 Ki 2:23-25).  The New Testament calls upon Christians to be 
forbearing toward those who insult them (1 Pe 3:9), but in order to understand David and his 
responses to taunts we need to comprehend the warrior-culture in which he lived.  In 
addition, as in the above examples, when Yahweh’s [i.e the Lord’s] people or his anointed 

are insulted the reputation of Yahweh himself has been affronted.”2 
 
 
 
 
Compose a character study of the following individuals.  What adjectives would you use to describe 
their personalities? 
 

1. David: 
 

2. Nabal: 
 

3. Abigail: 
 

 
2 “Bywords and Insults in the Ancient World,” in Archaeological Study Bible: An Illustrated Walk Through Biblical 
History and Culture (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2005), 431. 



Evaluate the following stylistic comparison between Nabal and Saul.   Pick one number you believe is 
the most fitting.  Pick one number you believe is the biggest stretch.  Be prepared to explain why. 
 

“Nabal, the ‘fool’ (see v. 25), lived near Carmel, where Saul had erected a monument in his own 
honor (see 15:12) and had committed the act that led to his rejection (see 15:26).  The account of 
Nabal effectively serves the author’s purpose in a number of ways: 

1. Nabal’s general character, his disdainful attitude toward David though David had guarded 
his flocks, and his sudden death at the Lord’s hand all parallel Saul (whose ‘flock’ David 
had also protected).  This allows the author indirectly to characterize Saul as a fool (see 
13:13; 26:31) and to foreshadow his end. 

2. David’s vengeful attitude toward Nabal displays his natural tendency and highlights his 
restraint toward Saul, the Lord’s anointed (this event is sandwiched between the two 
instances in which David spared Saul in spite of the urging of his men).  

3. Abigail’s prudent action prevents David from using his power as leader for personal 
vengeance (they very thing Saul was doing).  In this way the Lord (who avenged his 
servant) keeps David’s sword clean, teaching him a lesson he does not forget. 

4. Abigail’s confident acknowledgment of David’s future accession to the throne 
foreshadows that event and even anticipates the Lord’s commitment to establish David’s 
house as a ‘lasting dynasty’ (v. 28; cf. 2 Sa 7:11-16). 

5. Abigail’s marriage to David provides him with a wise and worthy wife, while Saul gives 
away David’s wife Michal to another, illustrating how the Lord counters every move Saul 
makes against David.”3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Conclusion: Newspaper Headline 
 
In five minutes in small groups, create a newspaper headline to capture the events of this chapter.  
Consider three things: 
 

1. Your headline will need to be short, concise, and interesting. 
2. A headline is supposed to capture the most important aspect of an event.  Samuel’s death, 

which is recorded very briefly (25:1), is juxtaposed with David’s relationship with Abigail, 
which is recorded at length (the rest of the chapter).  This is striking since, overall in the 
book, Samuel is a major character and Abigail a minor character.  So will your headline focus 
more on Samuel or Abigail (or David or Nabal or someone else)?  

3. Be prepared to explain why your newspaper headline fits the events of this chapter well. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Concordia Self-Study Bible, Robert Hoerber, ed. (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1987), 410. 


