
 
 

Session 8: David Spares Saul’s Life 
Introduction 
 
What have been wrongful attacks or accusations you have endured in your life?  Make sure you feel 
comfortable sharing your stories. 
 
 

David Spares Saul’s Life 
1 Samuel 24:1-22 
 
Background Notes: 

• The “Crags of the Wild Goats” (24:2) is near the “Fountain of the Wild Goats,” which is a 600 ft. 
waterfall and oasis in the middle of the desert.  The names are fitting since wild goats (hyraces) 
are still present there today, and one would have to be like one to scale the heights.  David could 
be protected in these caves, be able to see the attackers from far away, and have water close 
by. 

• The fact that Saul brings 3000 men (24:2) clearly reveals Saul’s intentions.  He is not messing 
around.  Saul is treating this as an all-out battle, not just a one-on-one fight.  If nothing has 
changed from last chapter, David has 600 men and is outnumbered 5 to 1. 

• “Father” (24:11) was a term of respect, not to mention that Saul was David’s father-in-law. 

• As mentioned in chapter 20, it would be very typical at this time to eliminate all the rest of the 
descendants (especially potential heirs) of a family’s line whenever a change in a dynasty would 
happen (24:21).  David would keep this promise when he spared Jonathan’s handicapped son 
Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9). 

• David has learned from experience not to trust Saul’s words of protection.  Like in 22:4, 
“stronghold” means a hiding place in the highlands, probably referring to the same place as in 
24:2-3. 

 
When or in what sense did the event of 24:4 take place?  Compare the footnote as well. 
 
 
 
 
 



Agree/Disagree: “David’s conscience is overly sensitive when he felt guilty for simply cutting off a 
corner of Saul’s robe.”   Consider the following various assessments: 
 

1. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Notes: “David cuts off a piece of Saul’s robe as evidence that he 
has had opportunity to kill him.” 

2. People’s Bible: “David was not like so many who compare their actions with the wrongs they 
have suffered and conclude they were justified in doing them. Like David, our consciences 
should bother us when we snap back in anger or when we say things that wound and hurt. 
Our acts of retaliation may seem minor in comparison with the wrongs we have suffered. But 
they too are a disgrace to God. David knew that. He felt in his conscience God’s reproof for 
what he had done.”1 

3. Archaeological Study Bible: “David’s cutting off of a corner of Saul’s robe was probably more 
than a means of proving his goodwill toward Saul.  To grasp the hem of a garment 
symbolized loyalty, but cutting off a piece of a person’s robe ordinarily signified disloyalty 
and rebellion.”2 

4. New American Commentary: “This act was far from meaningless because David’s confiscation 
of a portion of the royal robe signified the transfer of power from the house of Saul to the 
house of David. Furthermore, by removing the corner of the robe, David made Saul’s robe to 
be in a state of noncompliance with Torah [=Moses’ law] requirements (cf. Num 15:38–39; 
Deut 22:12); thus, Saul’s most obvious symbol of kingship was made unwearable. In essence, 
David had symbolically invalidated Saul’s claim to kingship.”3 

 
 
 
Explain how David’s pacifism in 24:11-15 fits with his wish for vengeance and vindication for the 
wrong Saul has done against him. 
 
 
 
 
Assess if Saul’s repentance is genuine in 24:16-21. 
 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
Recall the stories you shared at the beginning and apply this chapter to your life.  What would be an 
appropriate response whenever you face wrongful attacks or accusations in the future? 
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