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Session 7:
A New Millennium—
Still Christ Through Us
(1993–2025)




Introduction

As you look to the future of our synod, what is concerning? What is exciting?


Lecture Notes

Feel free to summarize main points or interesting things from the PowerPoint overview of this period of WELS history:




Discussion

Financial Issues

By the 1990s, the synod was consistently struggling with plateaued and declining financial support from congregations. Respond: “We don’t need to send much of an offering to the synod. We need to take care of our own congregation first. After all, we don’t get much benefit from the synod anyways.”


Controversy over Amalgamation

The 1995 amalgamation of Northwestern College and Dr. Martin Luther College into one college was particularly contentious. The actual costs turned out to be much higher than initially estimated. Many people at NWC thought that amalgamation would negatively impact its sole focus of preparing pastors. What are the pros and cons of pastors and teachers studying together on one campus before they enter the ministry? Which should outweigh the other?


Great Recession & Synodical Debt

The financial problems during the 2000s reached a breaking point with the 2008 Great Recession and at the 2007 and 2009 synod conventions. By the that time, the synodical debt had reached $22.4 million, support from donors declined, and there was a proposal to close Michigan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw. Imagine if you were at the synod convention. Pick a side and advocate for:

1. “We should put more priority on funding the synod’s support of congregations. If we don’t have strong, healthy congregations, we don’t have a strong synod.”

2. “We should put more priority on funding the training of called workers and mission work. This is the synod’s work that local congregations cannot do themselves. Local congregations can do the rest of ministry themselves.”


Vicar Year & Evangelism Training

During this time, the vicar in mission settings program began. Vicar year turned away from providing help to larger congregations and turned into providing an educational experience for seminary students. Now so many more pastors have received more extensive training in evangelism. Defend this change in light of America’s changing attitudes toward religion.


Recent Blessings under Pres. Mark Schroeder

[bookmark: _GoBack]Think of very recent developments in our synod—significantly higher financial support, higher school enrollment of non-WELS students, early childhood ministry expansion, new MLC early childhood center and chapel, Reformation 500, a new hymnal, new catechism, 100 missions in 10 years, building a seminary in Vietnam, among others. What stands out as the greatest blessing to you, and why?


Conclusion

Use lessons from the past 175 years of synodical history to reassure someone who’s worried about our synod’s future, “Things are changing so quickly. Society is becoming more secular. Membership is declining. I don’t know how we’ll survive and get through it all.” 
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