
 

 
 

Session 7: Elihu, Part 1 
 
Introduction 
 
React to a YouTube video entitled, “What is the Difference between God’s Discipline and God’s 
Punishment,” by Sam Storms, who recently wrote a book, A Dozen Things God Did with Your Sin (And 
Three Things He'll Never Do). You get bonus points if your reaction includes applications to Job … 
 
 
 
 
 
Elihu’s First Speech 
Job 32:6–22, 33:8–30 
 
Historical Background 
In the ancient world wisdom was associated with age (as in eastern and southern Asian cultures, as 
well as Native American cultures, today). Elihu is another friend/counselor, but one much younger 
than the other three. For that reason, he has sat on the sidelines until now—so much so that he is 
nowhere else mentioned in the book other than here. He came from Buz, which seems to have been 
located in the northern Arabian desert southeast of Israel and Edom (Jer 25:23). 
 
Defend one of the following characterizations of Elihu: 
 

1. Elihu is a pompous young person who is full of himself. 
2. Elihu is a humble but confident young person who possesses wisdom beyond his years. 

 
 
  



List similarities and differences with what Elihu says compared to what the three friends have said 
before. Then explore how those differences advance the line of thought in the book so far. 
 

Similarities Differences Advancements in Thought 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Elihu’s Second Speech 
Job 34:10–33 
 
Literary Background 
Elihu gives four speeches total. His four speeches use the Hebrew literary devise of a chiasm (ABBA), 
in which he begins with God’s goodness (chapter 33), then God’s justice (chapter 34), then God’s 
justice (chapter 35), and finally God’s goodness (chapter 36–37).1 
 
In his second speech, Elihu is defending God’s justice simply due to his character and attributes as 
God. Agree/disagree: “Job like a little child who just needs to be told by one of his parents, ‘Listen to 
me, because I said so.’”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
To summarize, Elihu is seeking to correct both the three friends and Job (32:3). He is trying to expose 
how both sides have contributed to this unfortunate impasse after their constant arguing. In the first 
two speeches, he focuses more on the three friends. In what ways does Elihu prove “to be a better 
friend than the other three because he provides Job with the wisdom he needed”?2 
 
 
  

                                                        
1 August Pieper, “The Book of Job in Its Significance for Preaching and the Care of Souls,” Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary Essay File, 22. Put together, Pieper summarizes that Elihu’s speeches are about how “God is good, 
even when he brings pain” and how “God is just, even when we do not understand him.” 
2 Erik Alair, “An Examination of Elihu and His Role in the Book of Job,” Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary senior 
thesis, 2023, 55. 


