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Session 6: Our Messy Political World – Old Testament Lessons 
Introduction 
 

On a scale of 1-10, how much would you actually want to run for office as a Christian in today’s world?  
Why did you pick the number you did? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 
I’d hate my life &   … It would be difficult, …  It’d be the most  
last a day on the job.  but I’d fulfill a duty.   rewarding job of my life. 
 
 

Lessons from Nehemiah’s Life 
Nehemiah 2:1-9, 6:1-15, 13:15-22  
 
Note: Each section goes with each subsequent question. 
 
Nehemiah served in the court of the Persian Empire after the exile and destruction of Jerusalem.  
What characteristics in Nehemiah ought Christians who serve in government to emulate? 
 
 
 
Ono was a village about 24 miles northwest of Jerusalem, at the intersection between Judea, 
Samaria, and Philistia.  Nehemiah could see through this potentially dangerous situation, but then 
Sanballat shifted to make it look like he was looking out for Nehemiah.  Consider how governmental 
officials today use similar tactics to undermine the work and message of the church.  How should 
Christians respond? 
 
 
 
Consider some causes in our culture for the erosion of keeping the day of worship sacred.  What can 
Christians do to proactively influence our culture while recognizing we don’t live in a theocracy like 
Nehemiah did? 
 
 

 



Lessons from Naaman’s Life 
2 Kings 5:17-19 
 
Naaman was an Aramean (modern-day Syria) military official who was healed of his leprosy by Elisha.  
Assess Elisha’s answer to Naaman’s concern once he got back home. 
 
 
 

Small Group Discussion 
 
Discuss one or more of these case studies in your groups: 
 

1. My (i.e. Pastor’s) former high school government teacher at Winnebago Lutheran Academy 
has since resigned his call as a WELS high school teacher to serve multiple terms in the 
Wisconsin State House of Representatives.  If he were deliberating this life change, what 
advice would you give him? 
 

2. A Christian member of Congress is expected to attend a state funeral service at Washington 
National Cathedral.  She also knows the Bible’s teaching of fellowship: Christians should only 
join in worship and ministry with those who are completely united in doctrine and practice, 
and they should refrain from worship and ministry with those who hold to different doctrine 
and practice.  The National Cathedral’s episcopal bishop will make remarks, along with a 
Jewish rabbi and Muslim imam.  She is torn about what she should do.  What guidance would 
you give?   
 

3. Imagine you are on the Senate’s judiciary committee during the confirmation hearings of 
Amy Coney Barrett.  As a Christian, you desire that more judges are pro-life.  However, as a 
senator, you realize that arguments based on the Bible hold little weight in government and 
standing Supreme Court precedent upholds abortion rights.  What kind of an approach 
would you take if Amy Coney Barrett got attacked for pro-life views as a Catholic? 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
How do Christians navigate the difficult terrain of being involved in politics and government?  Name 
some challenges, guidelines, and blessings. 
 
 


