
 
 

Session 6: David & Jonathan 
Introduction 
 
Reflect on the friendships and relationships you have had with Christians and non-Christians.  How 
have those two kinds of friendships and relationships been similar? different? 
 
 

David’s Friendship with Jonathan 
1 Samuel 20:1-42 
 
Background Notes: 

• The phrase “As surely as the Lord lives” (20:3) is a common Hebrew oath in the Old Testament.  

• New Moon festivals allude to how ancient people followed a lunar calendar.  These festivals 
occurred at the beginning of each month, when Israelites would bring burnt offerings, grain 
offerings, and drink offerings.  Trumpets were also blown to celebrate.  See Numbers 10:10, 
28:11-15. 

• 20:14-15 refers to a common ancient Near Eastern practice in light of hereditary succession.  
When a new king from a new dynasty would take power, the other sons or relatives of the 
previous king could easily undermine the new king’s rule by claiming that they are the original, 
rightful heirs.  Thus it was common for the new king to secure his claim to the throne by killing 
all remaining sons (and possibly relatives) of the previous king.  This clearly indicates that 
Jonathan knows and accepts that David is the Lord’s anointed to be the next king. 

• David would later honor the request of Jonathan to show kindness to his family by asking his 
son Mephibosheth to eat at his table (2 Samuel 9). 

• The Hebrew idiom “son of a perverse and rebellious woman” intends to insult the son, not the 
father or mother. 

• Bowing down to the ground (20:41) was ancient way to show respect.  
 
Evaluate: A “covenant” in the Old Testament is like a “promise” today. 
 
 
 
 
 



This is arguably the most emotive chapter in all of 1 Samuel.  In what ways – positive and negative – 
do the events of this chapter touch the emotions? 
 
 
 
 
 
To summarize, list some insights in this chapter on what it means to have a distinctively Christian 
friendship with someone. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Learning Activity: Letter to a Friend 
 
Think of a friend, child, or grandchild who is drifting from Christianity by embracing secular 
relationships.  If you know of no such person, envision a potential conversation with someone like 
that, or someone whom you are concerned could potentially do so in the future.  They are starting to 
lose interest in Christianity because they do not believe the Christian faith provides any more 
benefits to relationships than non-religious relationships do.  Sketch out a letter to that individual in 
which you make the case for the blessings of a distinctively Christian relationship as opposed to a 
great relationship that any secular person could have.  Your letter should draw from the specific 
insights about Christian friendship from this narrative which we listed above.  You may work on this 
alone or in small groups.  You need not tell us if your letter is addressed to a specific person (or the 
circumstances involved) unless you want to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Reflect on the activity above.  What did you learn from what other groups or individuals shared 
about the importance of Christian relationships? 

 


