
 
 

Session 4: Saul’s Jealousy of David 
Introduction 
 
Share some examples or stories of jealousy you are familiar with.  These may be personal examples 
about yourself or non-personal examples from others, but make sure you feel comfortable sharing. 
 
 

Jonathan’s Friendship & Saul’s Fear 
1 Samuel 18:1-16 
 
Background Notes: 

• This incident in 18:6ff is recorded as a flashback compared to where 18:1-5 have been. 

• In Hebrew poetry (18:7), thousands and tens of thousands are usually parallel thoughts, not to 
be understood hyper-literally.  The women here are not necessarily meaning that David has 
killed more than Saul.  They are simply putting both of them on the same level.  See 21:11 for how 
this phrase would later be understood. 

• At this time holding a spear (18:10) is the symbol of kingship, as the scepter later will be. 

• In light of Saul’s jealousy, it is possible that Saul’s sending David away would amount to a 
demotion from being in the king’s court, even if David had control over some troops. 

 
From here on out in 1 Samuel, Jonathan and Saul will function as contrasting characters (foils) in the 
literary plot.  What are a number of the differences between them? 
 
 
 
It makes complete sense, and it makes no sense, for Jonathan and David to be friends: 
 

1. Compare 14:6 with 17:47 to explore why Jonathan would have been drawn to David.   
 
 

2. Compare 18:4 with 14:45 and 20:14-15 to explore the factors that make Jonathan’s and David’s 
friendship all the more surprising and remarkable. 

 
 
 



Werner Franzmann writes about vs. 7, “It is necessary to understand that there was really nothing 
out of the ordinary, nothing to arouse suspicion in the form this song too.  There was a great 
exaggeration in the words regarding David, of course.  But in those days and among the people of 
the East such exaggerations were quite common.  In this case the words regarding David were 
simply to express the people’s ardent admiration and praise of David’s deed.  No slur on Saul was 
intended.”1  In what ways does Saul’s reaction reflect where he’s really at? 
 
 
 
What are the ways God is preparing David for his life as a king? 
 
 
 

David Marries Michal 
1 Samuel 18:17-30 
 
Background Notes: 

• Recall from the previous chapter that Saul had promised to give his daughter to the man who 
would slay Goliath.  He is now creating more prerequisites and conditions before David can 
become his son-in-law.  The People’s Bible notes that Saul married Merab to someone else out of 
spite for David.  Furthermore, had David married the eldest daughter, that would have 
strengthened his claim to the throne. 

• In that culture, it was customary to give a bride price or a dowry to the bride’s father as 
compensation for what the family would lose in their family or their business.  The extent of the 
gifts would also indicate the wealth of the family she was marrying into.  For example, 
Abraham’s servant presented Bethuel with extravagant gifts for Rebekah (Gen 24:53), but 
Jacob, who possessed far less, instead worked for Laban for seven years each for his daughters 
Leah and Rachel (Gen 29:19-28).  It’s possible the people are conceiving of this arrangement like 
Jacob’s arrangement with Laban. 

 
List some ways Saul’s answer to David in vs. 25 is deceptive and cunning. 
 
 
 
The chapter’s irony is that everything Saul tried to use against David only elevated him further.  How 
does this demonstrate that God is ultimately in control? 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Apply this section’s title in the People’s Bible to your life today, “A jealous heart makes for a joyless 
life.” 

 

 
1 Werner Franzmann, Bible History Commentary: Old Testament (Milwaukee: WELS Board for Parish Education, 
1980), 370. 


