
 
 

Session 4: Israel under Hoshea & the Assyrian Exile 
 
Introduction 
 
Watch a video of refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine. Empathize with their struggles. What would be 
all the fears and worries you might have as you flee one war-torn nation for safety in another nation? 
 
 
Israel under Hoshea 
2 Kings 17:1–6 
 
Historical Background 
Hoshea, the last king in the northern kingdom of Israel, ruled from 732–722 B.C. The descending 
chaos during the reigns of the Israelite kings Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah (our session two weeks 
ago)—paired with the politics of the Syro-Ephraimite War (our session last week)—illustrate how 
Israel was consumed with pro- and anti-Assyrian factions. Tiglath-Pileser III invaded Israel and 
reduced them to a vassal status under Pekah (15:29), and in his annals he says he had Pekah killed 
and had Hoshea become king.1 This can be reconciled with the Bible (15:30) in the sense that Tiglath-
Pileser arranged for Pekah to be assassinated by Hoshea, who was then installed as a pro-Assyrian 
king. However, over time, Hoshea became weary of the tribute imposed by Assyria, and, once 
Tiglath-Pileser III died, he switched sides. Historically, Israel was often caught in between the 
influence of Egypt and Assyria/Babylon, so Hoshea’s alliance with the Egyptian pharaoh was the final 
factor that caused Assyria to destroy the capital of Samaria for good. Shalmaneser V, the successor 
of Tiglath-Pileser III, who ruled from 727–722 B.C., brought about the fall of Samaria in 722 B.C. 
Inscriptions by Sargon II, Shalmaneser V’s successor, boast about deporting 27,290 people.2 
 
The brutality of Assyrian warfare was notorious in the ancient world. After Assyria conquered a given 
area, their protocol was deportation. If they would leave a given people group in their own area, 
they would become more attached to their own culture, religion, and homeland and thus be more 
prone to revolt. To minimize the threat of revolt, the Assyrians moved deported peoples elsewhere 
in the empire. (Some lower class peoples were left behind to help take care of the land.) From a 
psychological standpoint, assess this standard Assyrian practice. 
 
  

                                                        
1 “Hoshea, King of Israel, and Shalmaneser V, King of Assyria,” in NIV Archaeological Study Bible: An Illustrated 
Walk Through Biblical History and Culture,” Walter Kaiser, ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), 556. 
2 “Exile of Northern Kingdom” in Concordia Self-Study Bible, Robert Hoerber, ed. (St. Louis: Concordia), 556. 



The Assyrian Exile 
2 Kings 17:7–23 
 
Literary Background 
This section functions as an explanation or commentary on the historical events recorded at the 
beginning of the chapter. As such, it quickly sums up the theological factors throughout Israel’s 
history. The exile was a covenant curse or threat present ever since Mt. Sinai (see Deut 28:49–68, 
32:1–47). The covenant at Mt. Sinai was intended to keep Israel, as a holy nation, separate and 
distinct from the nations around them, but the opposite proved true throughout their history. 
 
 
Learning Activity: “Why are we here?” 
 
After the Exodus from Egypt, the exile was the most defining event in Israelite history. As the people 
of Israel were adjusting to a new life in captivity in this new land, the questions would easily mount, 
“Why are we here? How did this happen? Whose fault is it?” Write down what you would tell your 
family below as you reflect on what happened. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agree/disagree:  
 

1. “Some Israelites did not deserve to experience the Assyrian exile. A small believing minority 
did not do what the larger unbelieving majority did, and so they should have been spared.” 
 
 

2. “God should have brought about the Assyrian exile sooner.” 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
It’s no secret that an increasing number of (especially young) people are disengaging with church to 
live an increasingly secular life. What would you have to say to them based on this chapter? 


