
 
 

Session 4: Human Identity (Part 1) 
 

Introduction 
 
React to Bill Gates’ video, “What does it mean to be human?” for the Big History Project. 
 

The Creation of Humanity in Scripture 
Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 
The verb “create” in Hebrew has the special sense of an activity that only God does.  The verb occurs 
three times in Genesis 1. 
 

“Create” What was created? 
1 Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

2 Genesis 1:20 “God said, ‘Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds 
and other winged creatures fly above the earth in the open expanse of the sky.’” 
Genesis 1:21 “God created the large sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their own kind, and every 
winged bird according to its own kind.” 
Genesis 1:24 “God said, ‘Let the earth produce living creatures according to their 
own kind, livestock, creeping things, and wild animals according to their own 
kind,’ and it was so.” 
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Genesis 1:27 “God created the man in his own image. In the image of God he 
created him. Male and female he created them.” 
Genesis 2:7 “The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” 

 
Note: The Hebrew word translated “living being” in reference to mankind is the same as the one 
translated “living creatures” used in the creation of birds, fish, and land animals (but not plants).  
Even though the word is the same, there are some other differences in context (see below).  This is 
helpful to show that, in biblical perspective, while plants, animals, and humans are all part of God’s 
creation, they are distinct.  They do not come from a single common ancestor.   
 
 
 
 
 



Unity Among Plants, Animals, & Humans 
 
The key point in Genesis 1 is that plants, animals, and humans all were created by God to reproduce 
“according to their kinds.”  This is a key phrase, and the difficulty is that the Hebrew word “kinds” does 
not necessarily equate to the scientific term “species.”  Read the article below.  List problems that 
may arise if Christians are not clear on this distinction. 
 

A COVID-19 Response: Why We Should Be Teaching Evolution 
Written by Professor Dan Fenske 
July 28, 2020: MLC Graduate Studies Blog 
 
It was mid-March 2020 at Martin Luther College. I’m sure that the time frame needs no 
elaboration. Students had just left for Spring Break, and the campus was not yet locked down. 
Two student workers approached me with a simple question: “Professor, if we Christians don’t 
accept Evolution (when referring to the Theory of Evolution, I will indicate that by capitalizing 
Evolution), then where did this virus come from?” Many thoughts flooded through my head, but 
my priority was to address the honest question held by two troubled students. 
 
After 30 minutes of discussion with these two students, I better understood their thought 
process. They were (mistakenly) thinking that since Christians reject Evolution, we must also 
reject data or observations that are used to support Evolution. Therefore, Christians reject the 
concept of genetic mutations.  So, how can a novel virus emerge if there is no genetic mutation? 
 
I explained that the concept of genetic variation and mutation is acceptable to Christians. The 
fact that viruses can evolve into new forms is something we Christians don’t dispute. The fact 
that COVID-19 is labeled a novel coronavirus need not trouble us. In fact, each time we catch the 
common cold, we have encountered a modified rhinovirus, coronavirus (yes, a coronavirus), or 
parainfluenza virus. 
 
The fact that these two students were confused troubled me. Questions arose. Why the 
confusion? Are we giving the impression that anything associated with Evolution can’t be true? 
Are there other Christians who have the same question? Have some Christians now abandoned 
their belief in Creation because the evolution of a novel virus is undeniable? What is the source of 
the confusion in the first place? 
 
Though far from scientific, anecdotal responses from my General Biology students may help shed 
some light. When asked, “How much attention was given to Evolution in your grade school and 
high school experiences?”, many responses were similar to: “Not much. We were told that this is 
Evolution, and we believe Creation. We skipped it and moved on.” 
 
Instruction time is precious, and the curriculum is crowded. Many Lutheran teachers feel that 
they don’t have adequate scientific backgrounds to take on Evolution. With all this in mind, one 
can easily wonder if it’s really worth the time and trouble to address Evolution. Be assured that 
those efforts are worth the time and trouble, and much more. 
 
Evolution needs to be addressed. The 2018 Statistical Report shows that over 30% of the 
students enrolled in WELS elementary schools are from other Christian denominations, from 
other faiths, or have no religious affiliation. One-third of our students may not even be aware 



that we would actually reject Evolution, or that a conflict exists between Biblical Creation and 
Evolution. Some of our students may not even know what Creation is. Imagine their confusion if 
we flatly reject much good science (more about this later) as something that Christians don’t 
believe. 
 
Evolution needs to be addressed. There is no longer a Creation versus Evolution debate. The 
debate is over. Secular science accepts Evolution. If Creation is mentioned, it is disparaged as a 
pathetic leftover of unenlightened thinking hearkening to the days when we needed to invoke 
gods, demons, or spirits to explain nature. Evolution surrounds us. It comes into our living rooms 
by way of the National Geographic and Discovery Channels. Zoos and museums display Evolution 
on the signs. Evolution pervades science texts. If we don’t address Evolution, our students will 
draw their own conclusions based on the information surrounding them. 
 
Evolution needs to be addressed. We need to show students that much of what falls under the 
umbrella of “Evolution” is science with which we Christians can agree. We acknowledge that 
individuals within a plant or animal population may be genetically different and that these 
differences can make one individual more fit for the environment than another. We can accept 
natural selection, where more favorable genetics are passed on and less favorable genetics 
decline. We can accept the fact that new species may form, and other species may go extinct. 
We can accept the fact that genetic drift, founder and bottleneck effects, and migration can alter 
the gene pool of a population. 
 
We need to draw the line with changes in kind. The COVID-19 virus did indeed mutate from a 
previous coronavirus. But that virus will never mutate into a bacteria, then an amoeba, then a 
worm, etc. We can agree that the finches of the Galapagos Islands may have descended from a 
small population, but not only are they still birds, but they are also still finches. 
 
The two students demonstrated their impression that all science attached to Evolution must be 
rejected by Christians. When the novel virus hit, they did not know how to react. “You see!” the 
Evolutionist exclaims, “We are not only seeing, but directly experiencing, Evolution in action!” If 
we throw acceptable science out with the unacceptable conclusions drawn from it, we do our 
students a grave disservice. When they are confronted with the science, as were my two 
students, our youth may be left with doubt and concern. At worst, they may believe that they 
have no choice but to accept the science and reject Creation. 
 
Evolution needs to be addressed. Students need to see that “science” does not equal “truth.” 
Students need to know that data and observations can’t and don’t speak for themselves; they 
need interpretation. The interpretation depends on the belief system, the paradigm, of the 
observer, and that Evolution is such a paradigm, as is Creation. 
 
Evolution needs to be addressed, not disproven. No amount of argument will ever convince the 
Evolutionist that Creation is true. Belief in Creation requires belief in Scripture, and that is a gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives faith. Through the eyes of faith, we can see the Creator 
and marvel at His Creation. A heart full of faith can be at peace when specific answers are 
withheld by God. Finally, the heart full of faith wants to see the Evolutionist as an antagonist, but 
as a soul for whom our Lord died. May that be our ultimate goal in this discussion. 

 
 



Difference Among Plants, Animals, & Humans 
 
The key point is that though both animals and humans are described in Hebrew as a “living 
creature/being,” created by God to reproduce according to their kinds, that does not mean there are 
not differences between them.  Use the passages below to list the differences: 
 

1. Genesis 1:26a-27: 
 

2. Genesis 1:28: 
 

3. Genesis 2:7,22: 
 

4. Genesis 2:15-17: 
 

5. Genesis 2:19: 
 

6. Genesis 3:8: 
 

Key Terms 
Monism A belief that humans only possess a body 

Dualism A belief that humans possess a body and a soul 

 
Length of “Days” 
 
In theistic evolution, the interpretation of “day” is debated.  Similar to English, the word “day” in the 
Hebrew can mean (1) a general “time” (e.g. the “dog days of summer”), (2) a twenty-four hour 
“day,” or (3) the “daytime” when the sun is out.  Even in 2:4, the word “day” means “time.” 
 

ESV “These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.” 
 
NIV This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.” 
 
CSB These are the records of the heavens and the earth, concerning their creation. 
At the time that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,” 

 
Use Exodus 20:11 & Psalm 33:6,9 to respond, “The six ‘days’ in chapter 1 refer to an indefinitely long 
period of time God used to create and develop the world.” 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Answer Bill Gates’ question, “What does it mean to be human?” from a biblical perspective. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/LLS:NIV2011;ref=bible$2Bniv.1.2.4
https://ref.ly/logosres/LLS:CSB;ref=bible$2Bcsb2.1.2.4

