
 
 

Session 2: Samuel’s Call 
Introduction 
 
One minute response: “When I approach God’s Word, my first emotional reaction is …” 
 
 
 

Lord’s Call to Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 
 
Background Notes:  

• Samuel is now a “boy,” older than in chapter 2.  The Jewish historian Josephus placed his age 
here at 12, and it could have been even more.   

• The fact that there were not many visions might explain why it took so long for Eli and Samuel 
to recognize it as such – not so much a lack of faith on their part.  It is also probable that since 
Eli’s sight was so bad, he had Samuel essentially run errands for him, which is why Samuel 
almost automatically thought it was Eli who was calling him. 

• The “Lamp of God” seems to be the Golden Lampstand, cf. Ex 27:20-21, 30:7-8; Lev 24:3-4.  Thus 
we are looking at the latter part of the night/pre-dawn for a timeframe. 

 
 
If Samuel was taught God’s Word from infancy by his mother and in his youth from Eli, how did he 
not yet know the Lord (3:7)? 
 
 
 
Consider this quote from the People’s Bible, “[W]hen the Lord looks for someone to speak for him, 
the very first qualification is that the person be willing to listen when God speaks.  The secret of 
Samuel’s success as a prophet was not that he excelled in speaking but in listening!”  Develop a list 
of worldly descriptions of successful church leaders and church members.  Then develop a 
contrasting list of God’s descriptions of successful church leaders and church members. 
 

 
 



Lord’s Judgment of Eli 
1 Samuel 2:11-21 
 
Background Notes:  

• “May God deal with you, be it ever so severely” is a 
typical Hebrew curse formula.  

• The Hebrew phrase “fall to the ground” means 
“fail” or “be unreliable.” 

• Earlier Samuel acted as priest, now here as prophet.  
Later he will be judge/king.  We see the offices of 
Samuel add up here in one person, as in Christ.  This 
is the first time since Moses when someone is 
recognized as a prophet among all Israel.   

• “From Dan to Beersheba” is a phrase that will come 
up throughout the Old Testament, especially in 
Samuel and Kings, to mean “all Israel.”  Today it 
might be like saying, “From New York to L.A.”   

 
 
Evaluate this interpretation: “Verse 13 teaches that God’s 
atonement was not sufficient to pay for Eli’s sins.” 
 
 
 
 
How was Eli’s first question after the vision (3:17) Samuel’s first test as a prophet? 
 
 
 
 
Read two opposing interpretations of 3:18.  Agree/disagree: “Eli truly repented of his sins.” 
 

1. Alfred Edersheim: “[T]he aged priest [i.e. Eli], however weak and unfaithful, yet in heart a 
servant of the Lord, received it with humiliation and resignation, though apparently without 
that resolve of change which alone could have constituted true repentance.”   

2. Keil & Delitzsch: “But his reply proves that, with all his weakness and criminal indulgence 
towards his wicked sons, Eli was thoroughly devoted to the Lord in his heart.” 

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Recall your one minute reaction above.  What lessons can we learn from Samuel’s approach to Bible 
study and evangelism that we can implement in our lives? 


