
 
 

Session 2: Israel’s Decline & Assyria’s Invasions 
 
Introduction 
 
Watch a TedEd Talk entitled, “The Rise and Fall of the Assyrian Empire,” and pay attention to the 
section on Assyria’s military. Imagine if you were an Israelite as the Assyrians are expanding their 
empire in the mid-700s B.C. Finish this thought, “When the Assyrian armies come rolling in across the 
horizon, I’m thinking and feeling …” 
 
 
 
Israel under Kings Zechariah & Shallum 
2 Kings 15:8–16 
 
Historical Background 
Ever since the end of the book of Genesis, the promise of the line of the Savior came through the 
tribe of Judah and, eventually, through the line of King David. God promised David a kingly house 
that would last forever (2 Sa 7:16). So while the southern kingdom of Judah had a remarkable 
consistency of kingly succession, the northern kingdom of Israel was not that way at all. It was filled 
with numerous transitions of dynasties, most often accomplished through assassinations or military 
coups. While always a problem, this was exacerbated in its later years. After King Jehu carried out 
the Lord’s judgment on the dynasty of Ahab for importing Baal worship into Israel (2 Ki 9:6–10, 
10:30), the Lord allowed his dynasty to extend for four generations (which was relatively stable for 
Israel’s standards). With Zechariah, that dynasty would come to an end, and Israel would swiftly fall 
from its height under King Jeroboam II. Zechariah and Shallum reigned in the years 753–752 B.C.  
 
For those of you who lived through J.F.K.’s assassination, what was that time period like for you? 
Apply that to the people of Israel. List some fears they would have as their kings are quickly getting 
assassinated. 
 
 
 
  



Israel under Kings Menahem, Pekahiah, & Pekah 
2 Kings 15:17–31 
 
Historical Background 
The Neo-Assyrian Period is dated from about 934–612 B.C. After a period of moderate or weak 
strength in the late 800s B.C., it all began to change with the rise of Tiglath-Pileser III (also known as 
Pul, his Babylonian name), who ruled from 744–727 B.C. His campaigns were the first of three waves 
of Assyrian invasions in Israel/Judah. He marched all the way down to Egypt, conquered Damascus in 
732 B.C., and annexed Galilee and Gilead, which left Israel only a pocket of territory around the 
capital of Samaria (15:29). After Tiglath-Pileser’s invasions, Israel essentially became a vassal state. A 
vassal state means that you are technically independent, but you are under the authority of a larger 
empire, which means you are required to pay tribute and you promise to not revolt. Menahem ruled 
from 752–742 B.C. Pekahiah ruled from 742–740 B.C. Pekah ruled from 752–732 B.C. This is assuming 
that Pekah’s twenty-year reign includes twelve years in Gilead when he was a rival figure to 
Menahem and Pekahiah (see 15:25). 
 
Menahem’s solution to the tribute imposed was to tax the rich. A thousand talents of silver comes to 
about $25.75 million today. This was divided among about 60,000 wealthy people, so that each paid 
fifty shekels (1.25 pounds, or about $430). While Israel had been quite prosperous under Jeroboam II, 
this is still a very large sum put together. Imagine how contentious the political debate was at the 
time. Pick arguments for or against this political platform, “Let’s raise taxes so the Assyrians leave us 
alone.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tiglath-Pileser invaded Israel because Pekah formed an alliance with Rezin, king of Aram, to oppose 
Assyria. Read the article below about Tiglath-Pileser. Pretend you were a news reporter in ancient 
Israel and develop a creative news headline for his invasion mentioned in 15:29. 
 

Tiglath-Pileser in the Bible 
The Bible also records Tiglath-pileser III’s destruction of much (though not all) of Israel: “King 
Tiglath-pileser of Assyria came and captured Ijon, Abel-beth-maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, 
Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried the people captive to Assyria” (2 Kgs 
15:29 NRSV). …  
 
Tiglath-Pileser in Assyrian Sources 
The biblical material concerning Tiglath-pileser III (744–727 BC) represents only a small 
percentage of the extant written material about his reign. The Assyrian sources concerning 
Tiglath-pileser include Assyrian annals, inscriptions, and several letters (Dubovský, “Tiglath-
pileser III’s Campaign,” 154). It is likely that Tiglath-pileser III was a high-ranking officer prior to 
his rise to power (Tadmor and Yamada, Royal Inscriptions, 12). However, though he was a 
member of the royal family, he was not in line to rule the Assyrian Empire as king. Instead, 
Tadmor and Yamada suggest he should be viewed as a usurper (Tadmor and Yamada, Royal 
Inscriptions, 12). 



Consistent with his brief depiction in the Old Testament, other sources depict Tiglath-pileser III 
as famous for his military exploits. Tadmor and Yamada state that Tiglath-pileser III was at war 
nearly every year he was in power (Tadmor and Yamada, Royal Inscriptions, 12). The Assyrian 
Empire expanded throughout the ancient Near East under his military leadership. Tiglath-pileser 
III reorganized the Assyrian army, developed new and more sophisticated weapons, and was an 
excellent military strategist (Dubovský, “Tiglath-pileser III’s Campaign,” 153). 
 
Much of Tiglath-pileser’s military success has been attributed to his brutal but brilliant military 
strategy (Dubovský, “Tiglath-pileser III’s Campaign,” 153). These new, sophisticated logistics 
included Tiglath-pileser III’s mass deportations of conquered cities. After conquering a city, he 
would deport its citizens and replace them with other subjects gathered from throughout the 
empire (Dubovský, “Tiglath-pileser III’s Campaign,” 157; Luukko, Correspondence of Tiglath-
pileser III, xxxvi—xxxvii). In this way, Tiglath-pileser weakened local resistance by “denying their 
sense of identity, their language and customs, and, in some cases, possibly also their religion” 
(Luukko, Correspondence of Tiglath-pileser III, xxxvii).1 

 
 
My News Headline: 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
This section could be simply summarized like this. Kingdoms rise and fall. Kings get assassinated. 
Chaos reigns. Just as quickly as Israel rose under Jeroboam II, so quickly did Assyria rise under 
Tiglath-Pileser III and invade Israel multiple times. It’s a sobering thought to remember that it only 
took about thirty years for Israel to go from its height to its destruction. 
 
Apply this summary to our lives as Christians in America today. Consider any of the following: 
 

• What should Christians’ attitudes be as they engage in politics?  
• How should Christians assess the idea that “America is a Christian nation”? 
• What should Christians remember about America as “the most powerful nation in the 

world”? 
• What should Christians in America feel about the rise of other nations around the world (like 

China or India or Russia)? 
• Any other applications? 

 

                                                        
1 Robert Jones, “Tiglath-Pileser III,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: 
Lexham Press, 2016). 


