
 
 

Session 1: The Reigns of Kings Jeroboam II & Azariah 
 
Introduction 
 
Read the following article, “Why It Is Important for Christians to Know the Old Testament.”1 In your 
small groups, rank your knowledge of Old Testament history (especially the Assyrian and Babylonian 
exiles, which is the focus of this study) on a scale of 1–10 (total ignorance–complete understanding). 
 
Why should Christians bother with the Old Testament? Isn’t it out of date? After all, wasn’t it written 
well over a thousand years ago? It was another time, another culture, another world. And didn’t we 
replace it with the New Testament? Isn’t the Old Testament a book of judgment, while the New 
Testament is a book of love? So, why bother? 
 
There are many reasons why it is important for Christians to know the Old Testament: its basic plot, the 
characters, and the stories. First of all: it is scripture. It is part of the Bible. In fact, the Old Testament is 
nearly 80% of the Christian Bible. To ignore it, or to not know it, is to be ignorant of most of scripture. 
 
Another reason to know the Old Testament is that the Christian faith has always affirmed that the God 
of the Old Testament is also the God of the New Testament. The biblical story of God’s relationship with 
God’s people begins with the opening words of Genesis and concludes with the final vision in Revelation. 
It includes the creation stories, the stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as well as Sarah, Rachel, and 
Rebecca. It includes the story of Israel’s slavery in Egypt and God’s deliverance of Israel out of Egypt. It 
includes the giving of the law at Sinai, the travel to the Promised Land, the taking of the land, the period 
of the judges, the united kingdom under Solomon and David, the divided kingdom after that, as well as 
the exile into Babylon and the return. It includes the prophets that God sends to speak to Israel with 
words of judgment and words of hope, as well as a promise of a coming Messiah and the kingdom of 
God. It also includes the poetry and wisdom literature found in Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the 
Song of Solomon. And it includes wonderful stories like Ruth, Jonah, Esther, and so much more. 
 
A third reason to know the Old Testament is actually found in the New Testament. The New Testament 
is clear. Jesus was a Jew, sent by the Jewish God, to the Jewish people, in fulfillment of the Jewish 
scriptures. The story of Jesus, and the birth of our faith is a part of the larger story found in the Bible. In 
fact, for Christians, it is the climax of that story. … The truth of the matter is that the entire New 
Testament is based on the Old Testament. To understand Jesus and his ministry, to understand the 
books of the New Testament, to understand the message of the New Testament, to understand the God 
of the New Testament, we need to know the Old Testament. 

                                                        
1 Accessed from https://www.hpumc.org/stories/why-it-is-important-for-christians-to-know-the-old-testament. 



Truth be told, the Old Testament is intimidating. There is so much material, so many books. How do we 
get a handle on this material? How to we see the larger picture in its story? Want to get a better idea of 
the larger picture of the Old Testament, including its plot, major characters and what is in each of the 
books? 
 
Israel under Jeroboam II 
2 Kings 14:23–29 
 
Historical Background 
The Golden Age of Israelite history was unquestionably under Kings David and Solomon, who ruled 
from about 1010–930 BC. David extended the borders of Israel to what was promised to Abraham: 
from Egypt to the south to the Euphrates River to the north. Solomon built the temple and ushered 
in an era of peace. After Solomon, the kingdom split into two: Israel to the north, and Judah to the 
south. King Jeroboam II reigned from 793–753 BC. This period is known as the Silver Age of Israelite 
history. It is the political high point of the divided kingdom, in which Israel and Judah largely regained 
the borders that they enjoyed under David and Solomon (see 14:22 and 15:22). After Aram thoroughly 
weakened Israel and essentially reduced it to vassal status (13:3–7), the Assyrians invaded Damascus, 
the capital of Aram, in 773–772 BC. With Aram weakened (and Assyria not strong enough yet), 
Jeroboam II was able to expand control to the north. 
 
Read the following article on Jeroboam II’s reign. Compare this historical background to 14:26 and 
Amos 5:11–15 (the prophet Amos lived during the time of Jeroboam II). Agree/disagree: “This was a 
good time for Israel.” 
 
Jeroboam II, the son of Joash (or Jehoash, 798–782 BC), reigned over Israel longer than any other 
northern king. … The northern kingdom reached its greatest extension since the time of Solomon as the 
result of God’s care for Israel during Jeroboam’s reign. The boundaries stretched from Hamath on the 
Orontes River in the north to the Gulf of Aqaba with its cities of Elath and Eziongeber in the south. 
Prosperity did not suffice to deliver Israel from internal and external problems, however. The extensive 
corruption in government and the degenerate spiritual state of the people propelled Israel into the 
tumultuous days that would end in the utter destruction of the northern kingdom. Jeroboam’s own life 
must have been in danger from conspirators. Amaziah, a priest at Bethel, even accused the prophet 
Amos of conspiring to assassinate Jeroboam (Am 7:8–17). Amos had actually prophesied the captivity of 
Israel and the fall of Jeroboam’s dynasty. The Word of God had become a threat to Jeroboam because of 
the hardness of the hearts of all in Israel, including the king. Jeroboam II ruled in the city of Samaria (2 
Kgs 14:23). The archaeological evidence at Samaria indicates a reconstruction program to the royal 
palace during the prosperous reigns of Joash and Jeroboam II. In 1910 excavators found over 60 
inscribed potsherds which were invoices or labels for oil and wine sent to the royal stores for use in the 
king’s service. The limited number of place-names (27) on the potsherds indicates that the shipments of 
these commodities were not a nationwide levy of taxes, but were probably all from properties 
belonging to the royal house. These illustrate the extensive holdings and opulence of the royal house in 
Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II.2 
 

                                                        
2 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, “Jeroboam,” Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 
1988), 1121–1122. 



Jeroboam II followed in the ways of his namesake, Jeroboam I, the first king of the northern 
kingdom of Israel. Read the background in 1 Kings 12:26–33. Assess Jeroboam I’s reasoning in setting 
up the two golden calves in Bethel and Dan, which became a persistent problem from then on. 
 
 
 
Judah under Azariah 
2 Kings 15:1–7 
 
Historical Background 
King Azariah (also called Uzziah) reigned from 792–740 BC and was a contemporary of Jeroboam II. 
While Jeroboam II extended Israel to the north, he extended the borders of Judah to the south, all 
the way to Elath (14:22), which lies on a gulf of the Red Sea and was a famous trading location under 
King Solomon (1 Ki 9:26–28). 
 
Read the note below on the “high places” in Israel. Answer a simple-minded Israelite who says, 
“What’s the big deal about worshipping the Lord on the high places? It’s much more convenient than 
going to the temple in Jerusalem to worship.” 
 
Upon entering Canaan, the Israelites often followed the Canaanite custom of locating their altars on 
high hills, probably on the old Baal sites. The question of the legitimacy of Israelite worship at these high 
places has long been a matter of debate. It is clear that the Israelites were forbidden to take over pagan 
altars and high places and use them for the worship of the Lord (Nu 33:53; Dt 7:5; 12:3). It is also clear 
that altars were to be built only at divinely sanctioned sites (see Ex 20:24; Dt 12:5,8,13–14). It is not so 
clear whether multiplicity of altars was totally forbidden provided the above conditions were met (see 
19:10,14; Lev 26:30–31; Dt 12; 1 Sa 9:12). It seems, however, that these conditions were not followed even 
in the time of Solomon, and pagan high places were being used for the worship of the Lord. This would 
eventually lead to religious apostasy and syncretism and was strongly condemned (2 Ki 17:7–18; 21:2–9, 
23:4–45).3 
 
 
 
Uzziah’s leprosy is recorded in only one verse (15:5). Read the more detailed account in 2 Chronicles 
26. Apply the saying, “Pride goes before a fall” (Prov. 16:18), to Uzziah. 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
America is a country that has enjoyed material and economic prosperity, much like the Silver Age of 
Israel and Judah we studied today. Is it good or bad for the Christian church to exist in a time like 
this? Defend your rationale.  

                                                        
3 Note on 1 Kings 3:2 in Concordia Self-Study Bible, Robert Hoerber, ed. (St. Louis: Concordia), 474–475. 


