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Session 1: The Big Picture 
 

Introduction 
 
The creation vs. evolution debate has raged in American Christianity for a number of decades.  At 
your tables, share concerns that trouble you about this debate and questions that you want resolved 
in this study.  Then rank your top concern and your top question. 
 
 
 

Supporters of Theistic Evolution 

 
Theistic evolution is a term used to describe how God used the evolutionary process in some way to 
create the universe.  It is a middle position between atheistic macroevolution and six-day creationism 
that is taught by many Christian theologians and denominations.  There are numerous sub-views 
underneath the broad umbrella term of theistic evolution. 
 
Small Group Discussion: 
 

1. Read a quotation from a church or an individual. 
2. Summarize their main point. 
3. List charitable reasons why a person would believe this. 
4. Develop an initial reaction to what you read.  
5. Prepare to report to the entire group. 

 
Option #1: The Roman Catholic Church 
 
Q & A section of a Catholic website: 
 

Concerning human evolution, the Church has a more definite teaching. It allows for the 
possibility that man’s body developed from previous biological forms, under God’s 
guidance, but it insists on the special creation of his soul. While the Church permits belief in 
either special creation or developmental creation on certain questions, it in no 
circumstances permits belief in atheistic evolution.1  

 
1 “Adam, Eve, and Evolution,” Catholic Answers, accessed April 22, 2019 from 
http://www.catholic.com/tract/adam-eve-and-evolution.  

http://www.catholic.com/tract/adam-eve-and-evolution


Pope Benedict XVI statement from July 2007: 
 

Currently, I see in Germany, but also in the United States, a somewhat fierce debate raging 
between so-called “creationism” and evolutionism, presented as though they were 
mutually exclusive alternatives: those who believe in the Creator would not be able to 
conceive of evolution, and those who instead support evolution would have to exclude 
God. This antithesis is absurd because, on the one hand, there are so many scientific proofs 
in favor of evolution which appears to be a reality we can see and which enriches our 
knowledge of life and being as such. But on the other, the doctrine of evolution does not 
answer every query, especially the great philosophical question: where does everything 
come from? And how did everything start which ultimately led to man?2 

 
 
Option #2: The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 
 
ELCA website: 
 

The ELCA has not officially taken a position about evolution. The ELCA teaches that the 
Scriptures witness that all of life is a gift of God. However, the Scriptures do not say, for 
example, how God’s creating word, “Let there be,” brings creatures into being. Lutheran 
tradition has respected the work of the natural sciences in investigating phenomena in the 
natural world and explaining how they work and how they originated.3 

The proposed [ELCA] social statement on genetics puts it this way: “There is no inherent 
conflict between scientific findings and the understanding of God as creator, redeemer 
and sanctifier.”4 

 
 
Option #3: Assemblies of God 
 
2010 Position Paper on the Doctrine of Creation: 
 

The advance of scientific research, particularly in the last few centuries, has raised many 
questions about the interpretation of the Genesis accounts of creation. In attempting to 
reconcile the Bible and the theories and conclusions of contemporary scientists, it should 
be remembered that the creation accounts do not give precise details as to how God went 
about His creative activity.  

 

 
2 Pope Benedict XVI, “Meeting of the Holy Father Benedict XVI with the Clergy of the Dioceses of Belluno-Feltre 
and Treviso” (speech, Venito, Italy, July 24, 2007), The Holy See, accessed from 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/ speeches/2007/ july/documents/hf_ben-
xvi_spe_20070724_clero-cadore_en.html. 
3 Accessed August 12, 2012 from http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-
Technology/Ask-a-Scientist.aspx#anchor5 (site now discontinued). 
4 Accessed August 12, 2012 from http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-
Technology/Ask-a Scientist.aspx #anchor14 (site now discontinued). 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-Technology/Ask-a-Scientist.aspx#anchor5
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-Technology/Ask-a-Scientist.aspx#anchor5
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-Technology/Ask-a%20Scientist.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Faith-Science-and-Technology/Ask-a%20Scientist.aspx


As a result, equally devout Christian believers have formed very different opinions about 
the age of the earth, the age of humankind, and the ways in which God went about the 
creative processes. Given the limited information available in Scripture, it does not seem 
wise to be overly dogmatic about any particular creation theory. 

We urge all sincere and conscientious believers to adhere to what the Bible plainly teaches 
and to avoid divisiveness over debatable theories of creation.5 

 
Survey of Teaching at Assembly of God Schools: 
 

A study done in 2010 by the Assemblies of God to discover what was being taught about the 
origin of the world in their schools revealed that (1) approximately 35 percent of faculty and 
students at Assemblies of God institutions of higher learning embraced young-earth creation. 
(2) Approximately 31 percent of students and faculty at Assemblies of God colleges and 
universities believe in old-earth creation. (3) About 16 percent of faculty and students at 

Assemblies of God schools hold to evolutionary creation.6 
 
 
Option #4: Billy Graham 
 
His 1964 book Doubt and Certainties: 
 

I don’t think that there’s any conflict at all between science today and the Scriptures. I 
think . . . we’ve tried to make the Scriptures say things they weren’t meant to say. . . . The 
Bible is not a book of science. The Bible is a book of Redemption, and of course I accept 
the Creation story. . . . I believe that God created man, and whether it came by an 
evolutionary process . . . makes no difference as to what man is and man’s relationship to 
God.7 

 
 
Option #5: C.S. Lewis 
 
His chapter “The Fall of Man” from his book The Problem of Pain: 
 

For long centuries God perfected the animal form which was to become the vehicle of 
humanity and the image of Himself. . . . Then, in the fullness of time, God caused to 
descend upon this organism, both on its psychology and physiology, a new kind of 
consciousness which could say “I” and “me.”8  

 

 
5 Accessed August 12, 2012 from 
http://ag.org/top/beliefs/Position_Papers/pp_downloads/PP_The_Doctrine_of_Creation.pdf (site now 
discontinued). 
6 Accessed April 22, 2019 from http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/201002/ejonline_201002_origins.cfm. 
7 Billy Graham, Doubt and Certainties (1964), quoted in Billy Graham: Personal Thoughts of a Public Man (1997), 
pp. 72-74. This latter book was based on interviews by David Frost. 
8 C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain, Digital file, 73. 

http://ag.org/top/beliefs/Position_Papers/pp_downloads/PP_The_Doctrine_of_Creation.pdf
http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/201002/ejonline_201002_origins.cfm


Conclusion 
 
Watch a video by Crossway Publishers entitled “What is Theistic Evolution?”   
 

1. What are various reasons why so many people in the religious and scientific community talk 
past each other?   

2. What is needed to have a respectful, productive conversation on this topic? 


