
 
 

Session 11: Saul in Endor 
Introduction 
 
Watch this introduction to witchcraft in the Bible and Israel’s surrounding culture. 
 

The Witch of Endor 
1 Samuel 28:1-25 
 
Background Notes: 

• Recall last chapter we mentioned that, in the ancient Near East, receiving sanctuary from a 
foreign power would also mean an obligation to participate in military ventures if called upon.  
Achish does exactly that.  David’s cryptic, perhaps deceptive, answer in 28:2 could mean two 
things: “Then you will see for yourself what your servant can do (1. to help you, or 2. to stab you 
in the back).”  The first sense would be professing allegiance to the Philistines, the second to the 
Israelites.  Achish takes it in the first sense.  The Philistine army will eventually fear that David 
perhaps will do the second (29:4), which is why Achish sends David back to Ziklag. 

• “Necromancy” is the technical term for the practice of consulting spirits or the dead.  It is 
outlawed in Leviticus 20:6, 20:27, and Deuteronomy 18:12, and the punishment was death.  Thus 
“expelled from the land” could possibly mean “put to death.”  However, there are clearer ways 
to say that in the Hebrew text, and it’s unlikely Saul was taking God’s Word that seriously by this 
point.  Regardless, the witch of Endor clearly fears for her life.   

• Mt. Gilboa is only about 20 mi. from the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee.  The Philistines are 
pressing to the extreme north and really threatening the safety of the entire nation. 

• The Urim (28:6) refers to two stones in the high priest’s breastpiece (Exodus 28:20, Leviticus 8:8, 
Numbers 27:21).  With these two stones (essentially casting lots for “yes” or “no”), Old 
Testament priests were able to inquire of the Lord to seek his guidance when facing a decision. 

• Note the footnote in 28:13.  Most translations translate it as singular (“a spirit, a figure, a god”), 
but the verb is plural.  Within the cult of the dead, ancient pagan nations around Israel did not 
clearly distinguish between the dead and gods. 
 

List some reasons why Saul is so desperate to get an answer from the Lord at this time – when he 
has not cared about the Lord or his prophets (or his next anointed king) for so long. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKS-kO13OU4


Learning Activity: Debate 
 
What exactly happened here with the witch of Endor is highly debated, and there are many different 
explanations depending on whom you read.  First, consider some preliminary “big picture” 
questions.  Second, pick a side of the debate you wish to argue is most probable.  Third, after giving 
careful attention to the words in 28:16-19, give a final assessment. 
 
 Preliminary Questions: 
 

• To what extent does the devil have control over believers? 
 

• Would God allow saints to be summoned back to earth and exposed to the disgrace 
of this earth after death? 

 

• If God sent Samuel back, is he somehow complying with this sinful act of divination?  
Is Samuel’s figure complying with this sinful act of divination? 

 

• If Samuel previously condemned divination when he announced Saul’s rejection as 
king (15:23), why does he not clearly do so now? 

 

• What does it mean that Saul and his sons will be “with Samuel” tomorrow? 
 
 
 

What's called “Samuel” here is … 
 

1. Samuel himself 
a. This happened by God’s command, but Samuel did not arise in resurrection 

glory, somewhat similar to Moses and Elijiah appearing on Transfiguration, in 
order for Samuel to give Saul God’s judgment. 

b. The devil, not God, sent Samuel himself back, and God was passive. 
2. Not Samuel, but an evil spirit pretending to be Samuel 

a. A real ghost, not caused by the devil but allowed by God 
b. A ghost of the devil himself 

3. Something else 
a. The witch only pretended to see and hear Samuel 
b. An ecstatic state on Saul’s part, since only the witch saw something, not Saul 

4. Not worth wasting time: We have no business even asking this question since we 
cannot say and will never know for sure if it was Samuel or not. 

 
 

Final Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Conclusion 
 
We may not have witches in America like in Endor, but we do have the Harry Potter series, Ouija 
boards, horoscopes, and palm readings.  Respond: “Those are just harmless fun.”  
 

 
 
 
 


