
 
 

Session 10: Judah’s Swift Decline & Early Babylonian Invasions 
 
Introduction 
 
Watch a YouTube video on the rise of Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire.  
 
 
 
Judah under Jehoahaz 
2 Kings 23:31–35 
 
Historical Background 
Jehoahaz ruled in the year 609 B.C. After Pharaoh Neco II of Egypt defeated Josiah in the battle of 
Megiddo (see last session), Israel came under Egyptian domination. After Josiah’s death, Judah 
declined rapidly. Of the last four kings, three were Josiah’s sons, and one was his grandson. Put 
together, all four only ruled 23 years. Jehoahaz was the youngest son of Josiah. It appears that the 
people chose him over this older brothers because he was anti-Egypt and that Neco II chose his 
brother Jehoiakim because he was pro-Egypt.1 
 
The tribute Jehoahaz paid to Egypt comes to about $2.4 million worth of silver today and about $2.1 
million worth of gold today. Imagine you are the press secretary of King Jehoahaz. When angry 
reporters press you on increased taxation in the briefing room, what would you say to defend this 
policy?  
 
 
 
 
  

                                                        
1 Concordia Self-Study Bible, Robert Hoerber, ed. (St. Louis: Concordia), 570. 



Judah under Jehoiakim 
2 Kings 23:36–24:7 
 
Historical Background 
Jehoiakim ruled from 609–598 B.C., and his rule was caught in between waning Egyptian influence 
and rising Babylonian influence. After Nebuchadnezzar defeated the coalition of Assyrian and 
Egyptian forces at the battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C., Babylon became the next world power in the 
ancient Near East. After the battle of Carchemish, Nebuchadnezzar briefly returned to Babylon to 
assume the throne when his father Nabopolassar, the founder of the neo-Babylonian empire, died. 
Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful ruler of Babylon, ruled from 605–562 B.C. Then he returned 
back to the area to invade Syria-Palestine to the south. The Babylonian exile was—more precisely 
speaking—three Babylonian invasions and exiles. In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah under 
Jehoiakim’s reign (24:1a) and deported the most educated and skilled workers of society, including 
Daniel and his three friends (Dan 1:1, 6–7). So from about 605–602, Jehoiakim was under Babylonian 
control. In 601 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar once again attacked Egypt, but he suffered heavy losses. 
Jehoiakim probably sees this as an opportunity to switch sides and rebel against Babylon (24:1b).2 
 
 
Imagine if you were a citizen in Judah at this time of complicated politics. See the historical 
background above, pick a side, and defend it: 
 

1. “We should support Egypt!” 
2. “We should support Babylon!” 

 
 
 
 
 
For further background on Jehoiakim, skim Jeremiah 26. Give Jehoiakim a spiritual grade for his rule 
(A–F), and be prepared to give reasons for your grade.  
 
 
 
 
Respond to someone who is troubled by 24:3: “How can these things happen at God’s command? 
God allows bad things to happen, but he cannot command them, or else he is the cause of these bad 
things.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
2 So Concordia Self-Study Bible, Robert Hoerber, ed. (St. Louis: Concordia), 571; “Nebuchadnezzar,” in NIV 
Archaeological Study Bible: An Illustrated Walk Through Biblical History and Culture,” Walter Kaiser, ed. (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), 571. 



Judah under Jehoiachin 
2 Kings 24:8–17 
 
Historical Background 
Jehoiachin ruled from 598–597 B.C. (His brief three-month reign started in December.) With Egypt 
weakened (24:7), Judah is left alone against Babylon. The second Babylonian invasion and 
deportation occurred in 597 B.C. (24:10–11), when the prophet Ezekiel was exiled to Babylon (Ezek 
1:2). This included a direct siege of Jerusalem, and Babylon took all the items of the temple, which 
later appear with King Belshazzar in the book of Daniel (5:2–3). By this point, only the poor of the 
land are left (24:14). 
 
Learning Activity: Personal Journal 
 
Imagine if you were some of the last remaining people living in Jerusalem after waves and waves of 
Babylonian invasions. What would your day be like? What would you be thinking and feeling? Write 
down your thoughts for a typical day in your personal journal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Judah declined swiftly and decisively under the sons and grandson of Josiah, the last godly king of 
Judah. Read the summary below. Make a number of applications for the importance of Christian 
education and training from generation to generation today. 
 

Children do not always walk in the footsteps of God-fearing parents. The sons of Samuel were 
not worthy to succeed their father. David’s son Absalom was a rebel. The sons of King Josiah 
possessed neither the faith nor the zeal of their pious father. 
 
In tracing the history of Judah’s last kings, the inspired account now begins to sound like a 
broken record. Jehoahaz “did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his fathers had done.” 
Jehoiakim, another son of Josiah, “did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his fathers had done” 
(verse 37). Jehoiachin, a grandson of Josiah, “did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father 
had done” (24:9). The last king of Judah was Zedekiah, another son of good King Josiah. He also 
“did evil in the sight of the Lord, just as Jehoiakim had done” (24:19). 
 
We see a similar pattern in families, nations, and churches today. Very seldom do things 
gradually get better from one generation to the next. They usually get progressively worse. 
Occasionally a gifted leader, an elect man of God, carries out drastic reforms to bring people 
back to God. Otherwise, the corrupt human heart falls from one sin to the other. The Bible 
description of regression directly contradicts evolution’s theory of progression. Therefore, 
faithful pastors must continually call God’s people to repentance.3 

                                                        
3 Arno J. Wolfgramm, Kings, The People’s Bible (Milwaukee: Northwestern, 1990), 306. 


