
 
 

Session 10: David Among the Philistines 
Introduction 
 
The pandemic has challenged Christians to try to stay between the extremes of overreacting and 
underreacting, between ungodly panic and ungodly carelessness.  Now that we can reflect after a 
year, what have been examples of both extremes that you have seen? 
 
 

David Lives in Gath & Ziklag 
1 Samuel 27:1-12 
 
Background Notes: 

• The phrase in 27:6, “it has belonged to the kings of Judah ever since,” is a clue that the book of 
Samuel was probably written or compiled after Solomon’s reign, when Israel and Judah divided. 

• In this culture, receiving sanctuary from a foreign power would also mean an obligation to 
participate in military ventures if called upon (28:1).  27:2 was quite the request from David since 
the entire group (including families) would have probably numbered at least 1000.  It is almost 
certain that David gave Achish part of the plunder he gained in exchange for a place to live. 

• Ziklag is listed as a town in southern Judah (Josh 15:31) and was originally allotted to Simeon 
(Josh 19:1-5).   Many towns in this area either were never conquered by Israel in the first place or 
were later taken over by the Philistines.  David will stay in Ziklag until after Saul’s death (2 Sam 
1:1), when he would go up to Hebron to be anointed king of Judah (2 Sam 2:1). 

• The Geshurites lived south of the Philistines and their land was still to be taken after Joshua’s 
conquest (Josh 13:1-3).  Saul was supposed to completely destroy the Amalekites (15:2-3), but he 
did not, which was the impetuous for God’s rejection of him as king.  The Girzites are only 
mentioned here in the Bible.   it seems that these three people groups lived in the territory of 
Canaan the Israelites were supposed to drive out during Joshua’s conquest.   

• The “Negev” was a fairly general term.  It designated the wilderness region to the south of 
Israel.  Jerahmeel and the Kenites were relatives of Judah (1 Chr 2:9, Judg 1:16).  

 
Read the quote below.  Agree/disagree: “David’s plan to flee to the Philistines shows a lack of faith in 
the Lord’s promises, which he had so confidently expressed in the Psalms.  He is using his reason to 
take things into his own hands when he should be relying on the Lord.” 
 



But David began to paint his situation bleaker and darker than it really was. “It’s no use,” he 
seemed to be telling himself. “It’s all a hopeless situation. One of these days I’ll be destroyed by 
the hand of Saul. The only thing left for me to do is to run away and join forces with the enemy.” 
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  David wasn’t being honest with himself. He knew better than this. 
He began predicting the future, even though he had no business trying to do that. God had 
promised he would one day be king. Jonathan, his friend, had reassured him it would be so, and 
so did Abigail, his wife. Even Saul acknowledged: “David, you are a far better man, and I know 
one day you will reign in my place.” But David doubted and denied their assurances.  The first 
verse of chapter 27 indicates what set David on this path to despair: “David thought to himself.” 
Instead of turning to God in his time of doubt, he looked within. It was the beginning of 16 long 
months of misery, compromise, and disobedience to God.  Because he didn’t view his life 
situation honestly, David began seeking human solutions to his problems.1 

 
 
Previously David feared Achish, king of Gath, and Achish reacted negatively once David acted insane 
(21:10-15).  Determine the difference here (27:2-3). 
 
 
 
 
If Saul outnumbered David 5 to 1 (3000 vs. 600), what would be some reasons why he would give up 
pursuing David in Philistia (27:4)? 
 
 
 
 
David’s response in 27:10-12 would make Achish believe that David was fighting against the 
Philistines’ enemies (see the background notes above & the previous map of David’s flight from 
Saul).  How would you assess the following analysis? 
 

David’s scheme was ingenious and effective. His conscious use of deceit was arguably the lesser 
of two evils: granted that lying is wrong and to be avoided (cf. Lev 19:11; Col 3:9), in this case 
David’s deception saved lives and thus fulfilled the Spirit of the Torah [=Moses’ law]. Not only 
did it enable hundreds of Israelites to avoid a deadly confrontation with Saul, but it also helped 
Israel fulfill military assignments left undone since the days of Moses.2 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Summarize your application of this chapter: When we face dangers and challenges, what’s the 
proper role of reason in the Christian life? 

 
1 John R. Mittelstaedt, 1, 2 Samuel, 2nd ed., The People’s Bible (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 
2002), 153. 
2 Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, vol. 7, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1996), 262. 
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