
 
 

Esther: God’s Hidden Control in a Chaotic World 
Session 1: Esther Made Queen of Persia 

 
Introduction 
 
Watch a video about Ukrainian refugees. Imagine if you were a Ukrainian Christian who needed to 
flee your war-torn country and live temporarily in a foreign country, while you wait to (hopefully?) 
return back to your country someday.  
 
Fill in a percentage and defend it in your small groups, “I would be ____ % sure that God is in control 
right now.” 
 
 

Background to the Book of Esther 
 

• Esther is known as a postexilic book of the Old Testament. Along with the historical books 
Nehemiah, Ezra, and 1 & 2 Chronicles, it was written after the Jewish exile to Babylon. The 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi also ministered during this time. 

• The exile to Babylon was actually comprised of three deportations in total: 
a. in 605 BC under Jehoiakim, 2 Kings 24:1 (Daniel taken to captivity) 
b. in 597 BC under Jehoiachin, 2 Kings 24:10 (Ezekiel taken to captivity) 
c. in 586 BC under Zedekiah, 2 Kings 25:1 (Fall of Jerusalem)  

• The exile to Babylon effectively ends Israelite independence. Apart from a brief period of 
independence begun by Judas Maccabeus in 165 BC (the Jewish festival of Hanukah 
celebrates the purification of the temple at this time), the Jewish people would be under 
foreign occupation from now up through the New Testament period. 

• The empire of Persia eventually conquered Babylon in the year 539 BC. They ruled Palestine 
from 539 – 332 BC, until Alexander the Great conquered the region for Greece. 

• Unlike the Assyrians and Babylonians, who were known for their ruthless treatment of 
conquered peoples, Persia allowed the Jews to return home and gave them relative peace. 
Many Jews, however, remained in Persia. This is one reason why the Jews were dispersed 
throughout the ancient Near East by the time of the New Testament. 

• The book of Esther is set in Susa, one of capitals of the Persian Empire. It is located is 
southwest Iran today. King Xerxes was the fifth Persian king, who ruled from 485-465 BC.  

• The book of Esther never mentions the name “Lord” or “God.” For this reason, it was 
debated whether it even belonged in the biblical canon in the first place (books known as 
“antilegomena”). The lack of mention of God leads to the great question of the book, 
“Where is God in the midst of such a chaotic world?” This book thus illustrates the doctrine 
of providence, God’s control over and care for the world. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djFAkpPu4jg


Queen Vashti Deposed 
Esther 1:1-22 
 
Historical Background: This opulent scene from the Persian court in 483-482 BC. seems to be Xerxes’ 
celebration as he prepares to invade Greece in the Persian War. Xerxes would personally invade 
Greece with perhaps the largest ancient army ever assembled, win at the Battle of Thermopylae in 
480 BC, but then suffer epic defeat at the naval battle of Salamis and land battle of Platea. Persia 
eventually withdrew. Despite Xerxes’ rage, the deposition of Vashti was not absolute. She seems to 
still have exerted influence, and Xerxes’ successor, Artaxerxes, seems to have been Vashti’s son. 
 
Pick a side and defend it to explain this scene: 
 

1. King Xerxes was a loving husband who took pride in his beautiful wife. 
 

2. King Xerxes was a chauvinistic husband in how he treated Vashti. 
 

3. King Xerxes was a drunkard in how he could not control his temper. 
 

4. King Xerxes was a humble governor in how he deferred to his advisors. 
 

5. Queen Vashti was an arrogant wife in how she refused to come to the banquet. 
 

6. Queen Vashti was a courageous resister in how she stood up to Xerxes. 
 

 

Esther Made Queen 
Esther 2:1-18 
 
Historical Background: There is a time lapse between the first two chapters, in which Xerxes fought 
the wars against Greece. The time recorded in 2:16 would be either December 479 BC. or January 478 
BC. It was very common for ancient kings (including Israelite kings like Solomon) to have a large 
number of wives and concubines in their harem as a sign of their power and political alliances. 
Despite Xerxes’ initial liking, Esther never seems to have had a close, lasting relationship with Xerxes. 
 
Agree/disagree: “Mordecai was wrong to tell Esther to hide her Jewish identity and faith. He should 
have told Esther to boldly do what Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did earlier in the 
Babylonian court.” 
 
 
Assess the ethics of Esther agreeing to go to King Xerxes for what seems to be a one night stand. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The book of Esther does not start off with very sanctified events. How was God still guiding the 
storyline from behind the scenes? 


