FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

|efferson City, Tennessee

Organized in 1867 as The Presbyterian Church at Mossy Creek

March Madness in Faith: Finding Joy in Life’s Chaos

A major American cultural sports event, March Madness, is just around
the corner: the NCAA Division | men’s basketball fournament featuring
sixty-eight  college teams competfing in  a single-elimination
tournament. Played first in 1939, this event has become an American
cultural phenomenon famous for its unpredictable upsets, and its
“Cinderella” underdog stories.

The month of March has a way of reminding us that life is rarely neat.
Daylight Saving Time begins and with it our calendars fill up all too
quickly. March winds blow and the world seems to follow suit, spinning
faster than we can keep up. In sports, March Madness celebrates
unexpected victories, upsets, and the thrill of unpredictability. What if
we saw our spiritual lives a little like that, t0o?

Faith often thrives amid a little chaos. Jesus’ ministry was full of surprises, disruptions, and moments that shook
social norms. He welcomed the unexpected, celebrated joy in the margins, and challenged systems that kept
people feeling small. Like March Madness, the spiritual journey is rarely predictable—but it is always alive—always
brimming with possibilities.

S0, this month let's consider ways to embrace a little “madness” in our faith journey:

= Notice the unexpected. Look for moments of grace, laughter, or surprise, even in ordinary days.

= Step into gentle disruption. Speak a kind word where tension exists. Intentionally, listen deeply to others or
try a new spiritual practice.

= Celebrate victories, however small. A generous gesture, or simply getting through the day with love counts.

Marchis a good time to remember that God is present not only in calm, orderly moments but also in the whirlwind
—the “madness” of our lives. Maybe it is the perfect time to respond fo the Spirit’s invitation fo nofice, to participate,
and even to delight in the chaos that often carries seeds of fransformation.

Grace & Peace,
Dr. Glenda Hollingshead
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/66 PCHILDREN S WORSHIP ACTIVITIES /66\
We are excited 1o introduce new chidren's activit clipboards d
be inhing March I| These cliplaoardc,:, available in the sar\c+uary,
will include engaging activities and a snack. for chidren durin
worshiE. As por oF this upda+e, individual activity boxes wil Ao
Ionﬂer‘ e Pr‘ovicled. We look. forward to con'l'inuina to welcome

and -;uppor'+ our Your‘uge(—:&- members in worship.
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Our next book is Pgoer G/ by Beth Macy. We encourage
ou to read the entfire book before we meet via Zoom on
C\/ednesday, March 4 at 5:30 p.m. Come, join the conversation.




TIME CHRANGE COMING UP...

MARGH 8, 2026

A/

Men s bwakmsvs‘ S

Tuesday, March 10
at 8:00 am

Perkins in Dandr‘iclae




FIRST PRE
721 CHURCH STREET
JEFFERSON CITY, TN

CHURCH STREET CAFE

Sa+ur“day, March 14th at 10O
pm at 1907 Brewinﬂ
Company. Let's ga’rher
around tables to share
difFerent brews and views.
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Sa+ur'day, March 2.8
900 g = | 2@a pm.

WE ARE ASKING CHURCH FAMILY
AND FRIENDS TO DONATE ONE
HOUR TO ACCOMPLISH A VARIETY
OF INSIDE AND OUTSIDE TASKS.
MAKE PLANS TO JOIN THE FuN!



A Service of Prayer, Scripture, and Song For Holy Week.

The be:?inninﬁ ofF Holy Week. is Palm Sunday, March 29* Again this
ear, during the worship service we wil r‘eco%nize Palm Sunday,
aundy Thursclay, and Good Frialay. Guided y scripture and

selected readings, we wil recall important events of the last week

of Jesus' ear ly ife. As part of worship, we wil have Ho|y

Communion, experience the Stations of the Cross, and prepare

the sanctuary For the somber event of Christ's crucifixion.
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ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT & LUNCH
SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH ‘

AFTER WORSHIP WE WILL ENJOY GRILLED
HAMBURGERS AND HOTDOGS WITH ALL THE 4
FIXINGS PLUS THE CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG
HUNT ON THE LAWN.
“4 (PLEASE BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE)

P | |
#p? . r X s e RWa? ~_ r % s @

| W




MT. HORED ELEMENTARY oCHOOL READING NIGHT

As part ok FPC's ongoing partnership with Mt. Horeb,
volunteers are invited to work. the Book Giveaway Table at
this year's event scheduled For March 3ist from 5-630 pm

Contact Samuel Hollinﬂshead it you would like to help out.

Looking For a casual, offsite ‘Sunda\/ School dPﬁon :
For adults? IF 5o, you are invited to ColFee &
Conversation at GO Beans Coffee at R0 E
Broodway Blvd in Jefkerson City. Those with
~ children may drop them ofF at the church at 930
- am. Afterward, the adults wil gather for coffee
and F—e\lowship, Each week, well dso explore 2-3
questions or  prompts inspired by the upcoming
'Ger'mon—_P’er'Pec’r For r'e-Plqurion, connection, and a
Fresh perspective on Faith in everyday life Grab a
cup, join the chat, leave in'spired! i




2026 COMMITTEE ROSTERS

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028

*Peggy Hypes Matt Gowan Whitney Drees

Esther O'Hare Samuel Hollingshead *Linda Noonkesser
*Martha Sanders *Janice Wintermute

Clerk of Session: Beth Folsom *indicates serving a 2nd term on Session
Generally, on the 3rd Sunday of the month immediately after worship or at a time that best meets the needs of the
committee members, session and committee meetings alternate, with session occurring on even months of the
year and committee meetings occurring on odd months. Ruling Elders serve as liaisons and/or committee chairs as
needed. If you are not already serving on a committee, but wish to get involved, please reach out to one of the
committee members.

WORSHIP, MEDIA & THE ARTS PROPERTY
Kay Gowan, Chair TBD, Chair
Connie Harlan Peggy Hypes, Elder Liaison
Janice Wintermute, Elder Liaison Libby Gardner
Sue Swilley Troy Evans
Samuel Hollingshead, Elder Liaison Rich Harlan

Jeff Drees David Noonkesser
Jennifer Gowan Ted Folsom
MISSION, EVANGELISM & CREATION CARE FINANCE

Carol Anfoniewicz, Chair

Matt Gowan, Chair

Linda Noonkesser, Elder Liaison Jim Deaton
Del Deaton Ted Folsom
Linda Raines Heather Hill, ex-officio

EDUCATION, FELLOWSHIP & CONGREGATIONAL CARE

PERSONNEL (meets as needed)

Esther O’Hare, Co-Chair

Class of 2026: Martha Sanders

Martha Sanders, Co-Chair

Class of 2027: Janice Wintermute

Whitney Drees, Co-Chair

Class of 2028: Linda Noonkesser

Steve Wintermute

Member-at-Large: Claud Gowan




| Please be sure to turn offF Iithrc;/Pan in
the bathrooms and classrooms when
you leave on Sunclays.

2.0n the OFFice level outside door, please
DO NOT lock the lock circled in red.

THIS SUMMER, APPALACHIAN
MINISTRIES OF THE SMOKIES
(AMOS) WILL NOT BE OFFERING
THEIR HOME REPAIR PROGRAM.

WIPPALACHIAN AS A RESULT, FIRST
"MINISTRIES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL

| OF THE SMOKiES NOT PARTICIPATE IN AMOS WEEK
/ IN 202G.




THANK YOU fo everyone who not only f;upplied soup For
Church Street Cafe For the January Mission focus, but also

everyone who then helped take all that souﬁ downstairs to the
Fellowship Hal. We declare Team Chicken Noode the winner -

there was a LOT more of that than the veaeJralaIe beef! About
145 cans were donated. Thanks, everyone!

Thanks also to everyone who brought in toietries and other
items For the Neighborhood Center for the February Mission
Focus. One delivery has been made, and the bin wil remain in
the back hallway for your donations. + won't be the focus the
rest of the year, but is there For donations when you feel so
moved. There is, of course, an ongoing need in our communit

Por‘dii-emfs that coannot be purchdsed™ with food stamps/EBT
cards.

The March mission focus is back to food for Church Street
Cafe: smal jars of peanut butter (no larger than G ounces,
pPlease - bigger ones are too heav For the grocery bags!) and
saltine crackers. Donations caon be left inaFellowshiP al, or
oh the pew in the Amen corner. Thank youf

We have received confirmation From AMOS +hat their home
repair progrom wil not be Inappeninc_:[] this summer, but that
the hoPe o have it again next vear. T you were c;aving June
5-18 this summer to hélp feed the AMOS volunteers, you need
hot. If vou wish to put it on your caendar for 2027 our
dates wil be June 14-17.

Please contact chair Carol Antoniewicz or any other member
of the committee (Del Deaton Linda Noorkesser, and Linda
Raines) with any ideas or comments you have on Mission or
Creation Care.




Rhythms of Life
Day Retreat

First Presbyterian Church Jefferson City
April 8" 10 am to 2 pm.

"Rhythms of Life" is a day retreat open to all, Featuril
reflections on rhythms of Parming, healing, and history,
uided Quiet Day meditations, and a closing drum circle.
Explor‘e the Pa++er‘h9 that shape our lives and reconnect
with what gives us ar‘ouhdm , meaning, and hope.
More infFormation available soon.

Nursery ond lunch are Pr'ovialed. The cost of the event is $20.

A “Save the Planet™ Moment brought to you by Creation Care G

SAve

it - . - . it o)
Before each person are life and cl(isait:i;::: in; _:/;Hchever one chooses wil be given. “R Plaer &)

'We are now begnhing to reop what we have sown re ardinﬂ environmental
degrodation. In our hsatiable appetite For paper, plastic, gasoline, red meat, Fish food
Fown in from around the world precious minerals, and irrigoted green lawns, our
society has been choosing diminishment and death for the Aatura™ world God isnt
cursing us with droughts, " Hoods, mettin gociers, and global warming, they are the
outcome of choices we have collectively made for decages how. Individual choices for
conservation won't be enough how to reverse the consequences we have set into
motion as a colective. This month, Find a way to add vour voice and efforts to a
communal movement that chooses life over death in ocur environment. © The Pastoral
Center / PastoradCentercom Al riﬂthc; reserved.

Thanks to everyone who has brought in glo%‘ Jars and bottes to be taken to the
Blount County Recycling Center rather “thon c;enolinﬁ‘ them to our londFil. Carol
Antoniewicz wil moke several trips through the year; please speak to her when you
have brought in goss For her to toke.

Please note that we are stil colectin hewspapers For the CARE animal shelter, in the
bacIE hallway next to the bin For the gleiﬂhloorhoocl Center. They are delivered when the
bin Fills up.



Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

JSa’rurday

1
Communion
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Worship Service
10:45a.m.

3

4

Holy
Conversations
Zoom 5:30 p.m.

5

7

8
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45 a.m.
Daylight Savings
Time Begins

10
Men'’s Breakfast
8:00 a.m.

Church Street
Café 4:30 p.m.

Matt Gowan

12

Samuel
Hollingshead

13

14

Pub Theology
1:00 p.m.

15
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45 a.m.

Committee
Meetings

16

17

18

Kinney & Glenda
Hollingshead

19
Threads of
Friendship
2:00 p.m.

20

2]

Dr. Glenda out

Arlene Peck

22
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45a.m.
Dr. Glenda out

Packing CSC Bags
Adulting Together

23
Newsletter
Deadline

24

25

Heather out

Doug & Julie
Moody

26

27

28
Spring
Workday
9:00-12:00p.m.

29
Communion
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
HOLY WEEK
Worship Service
10:45a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt
and Lunch

30

Martha Sanders
Tom Sites

31

Mt. Horeb
Reading Night
5:00 p.m.
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SPECVAL CONCERNS:
Arlene Peck Bill Vest Doug Moses Jama Seahorn Neal Beck
The health and we“being of our coun’(rg and those who live within its borders
Members of the mili{arg & their families

Peace in Ukraine, The Holg l.and, and other war-torn nations

.\ 5

ILL AND RECOVERING:

Deana Russell, friend of Janice Wintermute, who is recovering from surgery
Angelia Ramseg, wife of Jim Deaton’s Friend, who has been diagnosed with cancer
Marjorie HeHon, [ibl)g Gardner’s sis{er, who is undergoing radiation
Kris Ridgard, who is undergoing immdno{herapg
Paul Soreg, Linda Noonkesser's brother

Jane Soreg, Linda Noonkesser's si,\s{er‘in‘law Piad
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https://www.fpcjeffcity.org/

