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A Response and A Question

As your pastor, I am often asked questions about faith, 
Scripture, and the church. Sometimes those questions lead to a 
response. Other times they lead to another question. This 
month, I have both. 

First, a response. Over the years, I have heard many people say 
they have little use for the Old Testament. Some find it difficult 
to understand.   Others struggle with its unfamiliar history, 
imagery, or relevance. My response is simple: all Scripture has 
something to teach us, and the Old Testament prophets may
have more to say to our current moment than we realize.  To help us consider the possibilities, this summer our 
worship life will be shaped by a new sermon series entitled “Holy Disruption: Ancient Prophets for Modern Times.” 
Together, we will listen to the voices of Isaiah, Amos, Hosea, Micah, and others. Along the way, we will consider how 
the prophets were truth-tellers who spoke God's word into the realities of their own day. They confronted injustice, 
challenged complacency, defended the vulnerable, questioned abuses of power, and called God's people back to 
lives of faithfulness. My hope is that this series will deepen our appreciation for a portion of Scripture that is too often 
overlooked and help us discover the wisdom these prophets offer for our own turbulent times.

Now, to the question. During my recent study leave at Mepkin Abbey, I listened to Brian McLaren's book, Life After 
Doom: Wisdom and Courage for a World Falling Apart. I found it one of the most compelling books I have encountered 
in years. What struck me most was McLaren's ability to lift the reader from the dance floor to the balcony—to step back 
from the daily headlines and gain a broader perspective on the complex challenges facing our world. Rather than 
focusing on a single issue, he invites readers to consider the interconnections of environmental concerns, social 
fragmentation, political instability, and cultural change. At the same time, the book is not simply about problems. It 
asks how people of faith might respond honestly, courageously, and compassionately in a time of uncertainty. It 
explores questions of hope and resilience, and what it means to live well when easy answers are no longer available.

This is the first book I have read in a long time that made me want to begin reading it again as soon as I finished. 
Which leads to my question: Would anyone like to read it with me? If there is sufficient interest, I would like to offer a 
four-week study of Life After Doom during July.  We would meet on Zoom on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. beginning July 
1st. The author provides excellent reflection questions at the end of each chapter, and we would use a selection of 
them to guide our conversation. Since we take a break from Sunday School during the summer months, this could be 
a meaningful opportunity to engage in a short-term study together and explore some of the most important 
questions facing our world and our faith. If you are interested, please contact me by June 14. If enough people express 
interest, we will begin making plans and advertising the study. 

I trust many of you have plans for the summer—plans that include travel, work, rest, family gatherings, or quiet 
moments at home. However you choose to spend this season, I pray that you will find renewal and glimpses of God’s 
presence wherever you go—whatever you do. 

Grace & Peace, 
Dr. Glenda Hollingshead























Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Esther 
O'Hare

2 3 4 5 6

7
Communion

Worship Service 
 10:45 a.m.

8 9
Men’s 

Breakfast
9:00 a.m.

Church Street 
Café 4:00 p.m.

10

Matt & Jennifer 
Gowan

11 12

Sale at Zirkle's
9:00-3:00 p.m.

13

Sale at Zirkle's
9:00-3:00 p.m.

14
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.
250th Celebration

Sunday Sundae

Del Deaton
Rodney & Delynn McCash

15 16

Carly 
Kirkpatrick

17 18

Glenda 
Holligshead

19

Troy Evans

20

21
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.
Father's Day

Dr. Glenda Out

22 23 24 25 26 27

28
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.

Packing CSC Bags
Session Meeting 6:00 p.m.

29 30

------------------------------------------Dr. Glenda Out-----------------------------------------------------



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

5
Communion

Worship Service 
 10:45 a.m.

6 7 8 9 10 11

12
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.

Lakeside Sweets

13 14
Men’s Breakfast

9:00 a.m.

Church Street 
Café 4:00 p.m.

15 16 17 18

19
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.
Committee Meetings

20 21 22 23

Newsletter 
Deadline

24 25

26
Worship Service 

 10:45 a.m.
Packing CSC Bags

27 28 29 30 31

----------------------------------------------OFFICE CLOSED-----------------------------------------------------
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