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THE
MISSION
To explore the opportunity to invest
the congregation into the surrounding
community by providing a simple
meal, free of charge, twice a month;
using this opportunity to lay a
foundation to deepen our interest and
commitment to Christ and to this
world.

THE
INVITATION
Mid-February 2015: Every family
in a one-mile radius of our
church received their invitation
to the table. Would they come?

SNOW DID NOT KEEP
THEM AWAY!

Bad weather doesn’t change the
fact that neighbors need to

experience community.

THE
BEGINNING
In the summer of 2013, some of
our church's youth worked in a
food/shelter ministry in Charlotte,
NC. They returned home asking:
Why can't we offer a meal to our
neighbors in need? When
spiritually-attentive youth asked
the question, church leaders
listened.

A  M i n i s t r y  o f  H o s p i t a l i t y
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

Jefferson City, Tennessee

Homemade vegetable beef soup, cornbread, brownies, and
smiling faces welcomed the 17 brave, timid souls who entered
our Fellowship Hall that night. Many of that original group are
still with us and considered members of the CSC family!



A place to sit and eat a home-cooked
meal. A come-and-go place to meet
neighbors or catch up with family. A
place where someone cared enough to
cook, set a friendly table, offer a place
of respite in the middle of the week—
and send home a bag of groceries.

And we came, too . . .

A place where disciples were transformed
into waiters and bus boys and good listeners.

February 24, 2015 to March 10, 2020

For FIVE YEARS they came . . .
because Church Street Café met their
needs.

in-person interaction

face-to-face conversation

hands-on care

sharing joys and concerns

Loving each other through the daily . . .
Compassion turned strangers into

community. We saw glimpses of the
Kingdom of God.



Young couples—alone or with
little ones.

 
Single parents; one a mother with

three daughters working a full-
time job at night who recently

graduated from nursing school.
 

A truck driver forced into early
retirement in the ’90s now caring

for an 80-year-old neighbor
whose son recently died.

 
College students

 
Grandparents bringing

grandchildren—and great-
grandchildren. Baby sitter or

surrogate parent?
 

An assistant football coach at
Carson-Newman and his young
family—bringing a 12-year-old

boy from the neighborhood who
needs the positive influence and

example of a godly man.
 

And—irony of ironies—a pair of
18-year-old young men miles
away from their Utah home...

Mormon missionaries who said,
“Someone knocked on our

apartment door and invited us to
come.”

Guests
through
the years

Volunteers
through
the years

Church family
Singles
Couples
Families

 
Seniors

Empty nesters
Young parents

Teens
Tweens

Children
 

Church family friends
 

C-N Bonner Scholars students
 

JCHS Service Learning students
 

Church Street Café guests
 
 

Menu planning
Cooking
Serving

Set-up/take-down
Clean-up

Midwest pickup/unloading
Grocery shopping
Table decorating

Grocery bag packing
Delivering to shut-ins

Donating food and funds
Praying
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When a 4-year-old is
asked what she'd like
for supper, she
responded "chocolate
milk is the best!" Guess
what got added to future
CSC offerings?

When a guest
reminisced about his
mama's home-
cooked pinto beans
with ham and
cornbread . . . His
request was soon
honored.

WHEN LITTLE THINGS
ARE REALLY BIG THINGS

At some point in the first
couple of years of CSC—
since we were already
cooking—we began making
deliveries to sick and shut-in
church family and friends. It
was an easy add-on ministry,
and one that makes a
difference.

# meals to shut-ins

When a guest mentioned
the next CSC would be his
69th birthday . . . Cupcakes
for all—and his with a candle
to blow out!

The child who
always says,
"Give me a job!"
gets to help
make name tags
for each guest.
Lots of fellowship
takes place as
names are
patiently spelled.

Although one meal was
served by candlelight

during a power outage,
neither rain, snow,

heat, or dark of night
has canceled a meal.

If there is leftover food,
it's often shared with
Samaritan House or Safe
Space.



If we could have seen the future back in 2015 when
Church Street Café began, we might have thought twice
about serving our neighbors during a global pandemic.
But by March 13, 2020, when everything around us
began to shut down, our neighbors had become our
friends—and their need for hand sanitizer, toilet paper,
and masks, in addition to our usual food offerings, was
one we could meet. Even at a distance, we knew we could
provide occasional social interaction as well, and so
adjustments were made to encourage a safe environment
for our church members and guests while preparing to
continue our twice-monthly neighborhood meals and
food giveaway.

In the space of less than two
weeks, Church Street Café went
from a sit-down meal to a
curbside Grab-N-Go. The weekly
average of 40 guests has
increased to as many as 170.
While the social interaction we
offer is critically important, most
of our current guests struggle
with food insecurity, and we are
helping to address those needs. 

BUT THEN ONE DAY
EVERYTHING CHANGED

distanced interaction

masked conversation

sanitized care

sharing joys
and concerns

Some things
should never

change!



The number of bags given is determined
by the size of the household. For example,
a family with several children at home
may receive two or three bags while a
single person or couple will receive one.
The highest number of bags given away
to date was 71 on April 27, 2021.

MIDWEST
FOOD BANK +
CSC
Even neighbors living above the
poverty line can experience food
insecurity during times of job loss or
sickness, so it was no surprise that
the economic challenges resulting
from the pandemic brought many
new guests to Church Street Café.
They are extremely grateful for the
food we're helping them put on the
table in their time of need—and we
continue to be grateful for our
partnership with Midwest Food
Bank. The monthly food delivery we
receive from them is the start of
menu planning for the next month's
meals.

At the height of the pandemic, we
prayed for more protein. The

next delivery contained
144 frozen chickens!

 

FOOD GIVEAWAY
Giving away groceries was not part of the original
plan, but more-than-ample deliveries from
Midwest in the early days of CSC allowed "the
giveway table" to be set up. Currently, based on
what Midwest is able to obtain, we faithfully
receive a variety of items. Those not needed for
meals become part of the giveaway bags. We can
always depend on receiving crackers, sweets,
cereal bars, and chips. Sometimes we even get
frozen meals like Hot Pockets and breakfast
sandwiches. When necessary, in order to ensure a
nutritional balance in the bags, we supplement
with items either purchased using CSC funds or
received as donations from the church family.

Contents of a typical grocery bag
Approximate cost to church:  $10-12

Seasonal vegetables, fresh fruits, and
bread are occasionally supplemented
by CSC funds or donations.
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CSC BY THE
NUMBERS

# meals served

# grocery bags distributedannual cost of meals

average cost/meal

Recordkeeping began in 2018



DESIGNATED GIFTS
$2,775

GRANTS
$3,200

CHURCH BUDGET
$1,045

LOOKING
FORWARD

Estimated funds currently available through
December 31, 2021:  $7,020

Estimated funds needed through
December 31, 2021:  $9,240
Includes reducing items in grocery bags.

Estimated shortfall:  $2,220

CONSIDERATIONS:
1) Further reduce items in grocery bags OR

only one give-away per month

2) Continue to ask church family for

donations of specific food items or cash;

Bonner garden will provide some fresh vegetables

as available.

3) A large grant is unlikely for 2022.

GRANTS RECEIVED
TO DATE



Luke 9:12-17

Now the day was ending,
and the twelve came and
said to Him, “Send the
crowd away, that they
may go into the
surrounding villages and
countryside and find
lodging and get
something to eat; for
here we are in a desolate
place.” But He said to
them, “You give them
something to eat!” And
they said, “We have no
more than five loaves
and two fish, unless
perhaps we go and buy
food for all these
people.” (For there were
about five thousand
men.) And He said to His
disciples, “Have them sit
down to eat in groups of
about fifty each.” They
did so, and had them all
sit down. Then He took
the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up
to heaven, He blessed
them, and broke them,
and kept giving them to
the disciples to set
before the people. And
they all ate and were
satisfied; and the broken
pieces which they had
left over were picked up,
twelve baskets full.

Thankfully, we haven't (yet) been asked to feed 5000 at
one sitting, but for the past six years, we've been on a
journey together. As a church, we made the commitment
to reach outside our doors . . . to extend friendship, to
reflect love . . . while sharing a simple meal with our
neighbors.

God has blessed that commitment by walking alongside
us as we serve. He has used us—and sustained us when
we were weary—to be His hands in our community. God
has taken our meager offering and multiplied it many
times to meet basic needs of our neighbors.

Church Street Café has served
nearly 8500 meals.

 
We hope this ministry report has encouraged you.
Thank you for whatever role you have played to bring us
to this point. As we move forward on this mission
journey, your CSC leaders believe God will continue to
use our church, but our neighbors need each of us to
remain committed.

We are not yet able to return to meals in the Fellowship
Hall, and may not be anytime soon. For now, we are
focused on getting food into the homes of those in our
care. Below is a list of specific foods needed over the
next two months. If you are able, please purchase and
drop off these items outside the fellowship hall door
when you come to church. Every item counts! If you
prefer to make a monetary donation, we will do the
grocery shopping for you.

J
U
N
E

J
U
L
Y

Small jars peanut butter

Canned tuna

Canned green beans

Small jars peanut butter

Canned chicken

Canned corn

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,

you did for me.


