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Perhaps you heard the story about a Sunday school teacher who began her 
lesson with a question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about God?” A hand 
shot up in the air and a voice called out, “He is an artist!” 
 
“Really? How do you know?” the teacher asked. “Because we say it every Sun-
day: Our Father, who does art in heaven…” 
 
Or how about this one? While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an 
Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, be-
cause attached to the back of the carriage was a hand-printed sign that read, 
“Energy efficient vehicle. Runs on grass and oats. Caution: Do not step in ex-
haust.” 
 
Another one? A mother was preparing pancakes for her two sons; Kevin, the 
oldest, was five and Ryan, the youngest was three. The boys began to argue 
over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a 
moral lesson. “If Jesus was sitting here,” she said, “he would say, ‘Let your brother have the first pancake. I can wait.” 
Without hesitation, Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 
 
Psalm 2:4 tells us that God laughs. And I am convinced—so did Jesus. Think about it: would people have been drawn 
to him if he’d been grumpy all the time? Of course not. Jesus radiated joy, warmth, and welcome. Surely that included 
a healthy sense of humor and delight in the simple things of life.  
 
Which brings me to my point (and yes, I do have one): as I prepare for Thanksgiving, I find myself giving thanks for 
the usual blessings—my kind and fun-loving husband, our children and grandchildren, and the health and privilege 
of serving First Presbyterian Church as a Minister of Word and Sacrament. But lately, with all that is happening in the 
world, I am especially grateful for every small moment of joy that finds its way into my days—for laughter shared, for 
ordinary pleasures, for the sheer gift of fun that reminds me life is still good, and God is still near. This kind of holy 
happiness calls to mind the psalmist’s words in Psalm 126 (The Message):  
 

It seemed like a dream, too good to be true, 
    when God returned Zion’s exiles. 
We laughed, we sang, 
    we couldn’t believe our good fortune. 
We were the talk of the nations— 
    “God was wonderful to them!” 
God was wonderful to us; 
    we are one happy people. 

 
Truly, God has been wonderful to us! And for this—and so much more—may our gratitude continue to rise long after 
the turkey is carved, and the last slice of pumpkin pie is gone. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving,  
Dr. Glenda Hollingshead  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Hanging of the 
Green Worship 

Service 10:45 a.m. 

Glenda Out —————————————————————————————————————–——–——————— 



 

 



 

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to form disciples   
who are  invested in reflecting the love of Christ Jesus to the world. 

721 Church St., Jefferson City, TN 37760; Telephone: (865) 475-2761; E-Mail Address:  fpcjctn@gmail.com  

To access Online Giving or for more information about   First 
Presbyterian Church you may visit our website at 
www.fpcjeffcity.org or scan this QR code with your  
smartphone. 


