NECESSITY PANTRY
The Necessity Pantry continues to operate at the Neighborhood Center and we are continuing to help stock their shelves. As usual, they are always in need of basics like shampoo, bath soap, deodorant, razors and razor blades, household cleaners, diapers, and
Kleenex. The Joining Hands Clinic has generously supplied dental care supplies. In
these difficult times, this is yet another way we can reach out and help assist those in our
community of marginal means. Any donations can be brought to the Church. For any
questions, feel free to call Eva Zirkle at 865-475-4329 or 865-640-8745.

CHURCH STREET CAFE FOOD NEEDS
The Church Street Cafe is in need of Cereal, Macaroni & Cheese, Instant Mashed Potatoes,
canned fruit, and Peanut Butter Crackers.

Dear Church Family,
As the month of November breaks upon us,
with no end of this pandemic in sight, my spirit is not
yet crushed: for, thank the Lord, we still get to have
Fall weather. Each year, I long for the brisk bites of
cold that begin persisting beyond their early morning
domain and on throughout the afternoons. A clear
day’s sun can be relied on for that uniquely radiant
heat you can feel only on the specific places where
skin gets direct exposure. As the nights turn deliciously crisp, the stars always start to look clearer and more
numerous to me. And, when it comes to the changing
leaves, it’s difficult to say which of the senses gets the
best deal. There are the sudden bursts of color that
dazzle the eyes, but is there anything quite like the
crunch of dried leaves underfoot? Or the scent of
leaves fallen and mingled with wetness, signaling a
decomposition that’s delivered with a somehow sweet
fragrance in its finality?
My spirit rises as it receives these seasonal
gifts to the senses, fittingly connected with Thanksgiving. There is something good and right about connecting joy in creation with feasting at table. On the
surface, it may seem strange to celebrate the beauty of
the earth’s bounty, to express awe and gratitude for it,
by eating it. If consumed gluttonously, without regard
for the wellbeing of the creatures whose lives are becoming part of our own, it is true that ravenous eating
has very little to do with the beauty of thanksgiving.
But when the meal is received with hearts that sense
their oneness with the world through the table—hearts
that know there’s a communion built into the structure
of creation, an intimately interdependent system of
provision and mutuality, renewed and deepened at table with loved ones—the partaking of food becomes
participation in a cosmic symphony.
According to early Christian writings,
“Thanksgiving” became the proper name for the holy
meal shared by the church at its regular gatherings on
the Lord’s Day. This was in literal remembrance of
the Lord’s Supper: “Jesus took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
the disciples, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me’” (Luke
22:19). The Greek word for “thanksgiving” is eucharistea, Eucharist. For this reason, the rising spiritual
connection with creation we might experience at table
and in this season can be taken as a parable of the
Spirit: an invitation to enter the overflowing Eucharistic joy of Jesus, for at his Table we partake of a grace
to metabolize and share. “The Body of Christ, the
Bread of Heaven.”
I recognize that Thanksgiving is not a joyous

season for everyone, especially this year. It will be
marked with pain for many, as empty chairs around
the table will be another reminder of a loved one’s
passing, a quarantined family member, or a parent,
child, or sibling deployed in the armed forces and unable to come home. Too many people around our country will have too little to eat, a token of scarcity in the
midst of a nation filled with such abundance. In awareness of this reality, and as we approach the end of our
Fall worship series on our Matthew 25 commitment, I
would draw your attention to this month’s Matthew 25
Spotlight on eradicating systemic poverty. Yet, lamentation and scarcity remain a stunning parable of the
Lord’s Eucharistic Table. At Christ’s table, our pain
and the wounds of all creation are gathered up into the
living fellowship of the Triune God, whose steadfast
lovingkindness is a foretaste of all things made new.
“The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.”
As I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving in the
midst of everything we have endured as a church this
year—cancelled gatherings, transformed ministries at
curbside, Zoom Sunday school, the passing of beloved
members—I want you to know that I give thanks for
you. I thank God for who you are as the church of Jesus, for your faith, for your hope, for your love. Please
continue to be in prayer for one another as we navigate
this season, and seek in all things to reflect the love of
Christ to the world. I am deeply grateful for you all,
and I hope you are doing well.
In Christ,
Dave

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Please remember to set your clocks back on
Sunday, November 1st.

COMMUNION
On Sunday, November 1st, we will
be celebrating communion. We
will be providing prefilled communion cups with both a wafer and
grape juice. The most sanitary way to distribute the
elements for communion. Increasingly the preferred
option for serving communion when sanitation are of

Friends, the F&E committee has decided to
hold a "tailgate" social
gathering in our church
parking lot the afternoon of November 7th,
from 11-1pm. It has been so long since we've gathered and we feel that we are losing something of our
family feeling by staying away. Masks and proper
distance from each other is paramount because safety are our first priority. Time away from each other
makes it easier to sit at home and even easier to grow
apart. We have a wonderful congregation and would
love to experience some time together. All we ask is
that you provide a comfy seating area for yourself
(in/on your tailgate, or on a chair near your vehicle). Everyone is responsible for bringing their own
food, drink, warm blanket - make yourself cozy! Although we won't be streaming any game, my hope is
that we experience many cherished and laughable
moments in our time together. If you have any questions, please contact Pam Kustermann @865-6805951.
CSC DELIVERY
The next delivery for our
Church Street Café supplies
from Midwest Food Bank will be on Wednesday, November 11th, at 11:30 a.m. We are always in need of
volunteers to help unload and put items away.

CHRISTMAS IN JEFFERSON
COUNTY
This year Christmas in Jefferson County
will also be done differently due to Covid.
Normally First Presbyterian Church collects
over 1,200 boxes of Mac and Cheese that we then donate to the Chamber for their Christmas in Jefferson
County food boxes. This year, the Chamber will only
be collecting monetary donations to help do their part
in slowing transmission of germs. If you wish to give
monetarily to this mission, please send a check to the
church and note Christmas in Jefferson County or donate by PayPal from the church website. If you have
any questions, please call the church office.

POINSETTIAS FOR ADVENT
One of our cherished traditions is to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias during
Advent. In light of the current situation, if
we are not able to be in the sanctuary, you will be
asked to take your poinsettia home. Look for the order
form in the Sunday bulletins. The cost is $11 per
plant. The last day to order poinsettia's, is Sunday,
November 15th.

CREATION CARE FUNDRAISER
Do you need to do some
socially distanced Christmas
shopping? Do you need these
gifts delivered straight to your
door? This year, Creation
Care has partnered with Serrv,
giving you this very opportunity, while also supporting your Creation Care subcommittee.
Dedicated to fighting poverty through fair trade
since 1949, Serrv International works with nearly
8,000 artisans and farmers in 24 countries to bring you
beautiful handcrafts and delicious food products.
Serrv is committed to providing fair wages, sustainable income, safe working conditions, education, and
equality to the artisans and farmers they work with.
Now through Christmas, if you buy handmade gifts,
home decor, and food products using the unique web
link below, 20% of your purchase will be donated to
Creation Care. (Please note, you must use the web
link: https://www.serrv.org/?a=FPCJC for Creation
Care to earn funds from your purchase. You should
see an orange banner at the top of the home page
that reads "20% of your online order today will be
donated to First Presbyterian Church")
Feel free to shop anytime you'd like, but if you
need an extra incentive to shop at Serrv, they are offering a few Fall 2020 specials!
November 14-15: Free ground shipping (Promo
Code: SEHOLIDAY20)
November 21-22: Free $10 Gift Card with every
$50+ purchase (Promo Code: SEGC20)
December 5-6: Free ground shipping (Promo
Code: SESNOWMAN20)
You'll do a world of good by supporting Creation
Care's Serrv & Earn fundraiser. Please contact Jessica
Evans (evansjessicaa@gmail.com or 828-260-0788)
with any questions you may have. Thank you!

PRAYER CONCERNS
SPECIAL CONCERNS:
Arlene Peck
Kenneth Winslow
Bill and JoAnne Vest
Lynn and Judy Watkins
David Skeen
Denny Pryor
All members of the military and their families, especially
those stationed overseas.
ILL AND RECOVERING:
Delynn McCash
Gail Twine, who has been diagnosed with dementia
Greta Wilson, Jennifer Gowan's grandmother, who hospitalized and suffering from severe dementia
Mev Musick, who is recovering at home from a serious fall
Neal Beck, who is recovering from an infection
Sara Piper
Melissa Needs, various health concerns
Campbell Maben, friend of the Zirkles, who is receiving
chemotherapy
Lynn McCoy, a friend of many in our congregation, has seen
a return of her cancer and undergoing chemotherapy
Shawn Frost, Janice Wintermute’s cousin, who is undergoing
chemotherapy for stage 4 pancreatic cancer
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain
cancer
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN: Elsie Sorey (# 209)
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE: Paulette Bozeman,
Pat Patton (# 307)
JEFFERSON PARK: John Moser

Sincerely,
Debby, Mike and Lynn, Aaron, Kristen and baby boy
(due in March)

ANNUAL FAMILY RETREAT
Our Annual Family Retreat has been cancelled due to COVID-19.

FINANCE REPORT
MONTHLY INCOME
OCTOBER TOTAL

$8,547.00

($17,761.00 is needed monthly to meet budget)
YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES

Dear Church Family,
My family and I thank you so
very much for the love, prayers and caring ways you have
shown us through your cards,
visits, and calls. Each one of
those acts has given us comfort and shown us how
much you loved and cared for John. You are our extended family and we love you all for it.

MISSION CORNER
COATS FOR COLD
Cold weather is upon us. My family
up north announced they had their
first snowfall of the season on 17
October. I mowed my lawn that
day. Each year at this time, Appalachian Outreach
(AO) conducts its annual Coats for the Cold drive.
This year, AO will be conducting its renamed
"Cold Days Warm Hearts" drive differently. They
will still be collecting heaters, blankets, scarves,
mittens with a new addition and emphasis on
socks. They ask that these items be delivered directly to AO by Friday, 13 November.
They are not looking for coat donations this year.
Coats which they already have will be given out
from their AO thrift store. Monetary donations
can be sent to the church and noted for AO Coats
for the Cold or by PayPal from the church website. If you have any questions, please call the
church office.

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES
INCOME
EXPENSES

ACTUAL
$192,719.03*
$150,997.27***

PRORATED
$181,429.03**

YTD BUDGET
$155,837.52
$163,927.07

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $41,721.76
YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $30,431.76
*This number includes memorials and stimulus donations designated to our general budget.
** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in January. This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giving through October would be, if completed yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.
***Expenses are lower than expected, due to the pandemic.
If you have questions, please contact Heather.

MATTHEW 25 SPOTLIGHT: ERADICATING SYSTEMIC POVERTY
You may be startled to learn that, in the U.S., 25 percent of children under 6 now live in poverty. Their families lack
sufficient income to meet basic needs for nourishment, clothing, shelter, health care and stable family life. Poverty is
the greatest threat to the healthy development of children and its long-lasting, negative consequences: inadequate
quality and quantity of food, exposure to violence, underfunded schools and lack of early childhood educational opportunities, frequent housing mobility, and exposure to pollution and other health risks. In a developed society such
as ours, poverty also means a lack of access to social goods such as education that are essential for employment, as
well as other measures of dignity, freedom and participation in communal life.
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10:45-11:45 a.m.
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Church Street Café
5:00-6:30 p.m.

CSC Delivery
11:45 a.m.
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Kerry Antoniewicz
Mary Beth Williams

Jake Moser
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45-11:45 a.m.

15
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Sunday School
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Christ the King
Sunday

Sunday School
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
10:45-11:45 a.m.
First Sunday
of Advent

We Presbyterians evaluate any economic system not simply on the basis of the material goods and services it
provides, but especially on the basis of its human consequences: what it is doing to, with and for people, particularly the most vulnerable among us. In our tradition, economic behavior, like all behavior, must be subject to moral scrutiny. For this reason, the church must speak to the present economic crisis, to the devastation it has brought, and to the hope to which we bear witness: that, in Christ, a more just order is arising. —
“Living Through Economic Crisis,” 219th General Assembly (2010)
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Brian & Ashley
Williams

Tyler Needs

—DAVE OUT—

The theology behind eradicating systemic poverty
As Reformed Christians, Presbyterians believe that government is God’s agent when it comes to the providential
care of people. We also believe that creation is entrusted to our care. A crucial part of our worship and mission is to
stand together for the common good. The General Assembly of the PC(USA) has spoken many times about poverty,
proposing guidelines and policies for social witness that are based on Scripture, the Book of Confessions, social and
natural scientific analysis, and the voices of those often unheard or discriminated against. These statements are very
instructive when it comes to suggesting places for communities of faith to roll up their sleeves and become a living
translation of Jesus Christ:

For more tools and resources, have a look at the Presbyterian Mission’s Matthew 25 webpage: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/poverty/
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 Homelessness is one of the most egregious signs of poverty. According to the US Interagency Council on Homelessness, there were 7,467 people experiencing homelessness in Tennessee as of January 2019—more than in our
neighboring states of Virginia, Kentucky, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Missouri. Data reported to the U.S.
Department of Education estimated that 17,766 public school students in Tennessee experienced homelessness over
the course of 2017–2018 school year.
 High debt loads and retirement insecurity are characteristics of poverty in the U.S., a unique situation among developed nations. Disenfranchisement of people, including mass incarceration, leads to poverty. Conflict, violence
and militarism also contribute to rising rates of poverty.
 Poverty, climate change and ecological injustice are interlocking issues in which environmental ills disproportionately fall on individuals and communities already experiencing poverty, hunger and other forms of social oppression. Likewise, those same communities are removed from access to and care of clean water, land and air.

How do we eradicate systemic poverty?
As a congregation, we are now celebrating five years of serving our neighbors through Church Street Café in local
efforts for hunger relief! This holiday season, we also have the opportunity to support small-scale global artisans and
farmers by making gift purchases through SERRV (see the announcement in this newsletter for more information
about this). Having signed up to be a Matthew 25 Congregation, we continue to work to incorporate different elements of poverty alleviation into our congregational life.

TUESDAY

John & Madison
Meadows
Taylor Anne Bates

Why do we speak of systemic poverty?
There are structures in our society that all but guarantee that people who live in poverty will stay that way. Systemic
poverty refers to the economic exploitation of people who are poor through laws, policies, practices and systems that
perpetuate their impoverished status. Poverty is complex and overlaps with many other social ills and oppressive
structures in our society:

In the past the General Assembly has called for guaranteed minimum wages, full employment, welfare reform that
does not require workfare or other policies that punish the poor, and support for programs that support the needs of
women, infants, and children.
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Tom Kirkpatrick
Phil & Kay Williams
Larry & Mev Musick
29

Jim & Del Deaton

——————OFFICE CLOSED—–———-

Ken Winslow

Rachael Williams
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Lainey Carmack

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS


The Session discussed and has now implemented plans for gathering safely in person for outdoor worship. We
will continue to examine Covid trends in our county and the surrounding counties, and ask for your continued
feedback as we determine what seems best for our community going forward.



Recognizing the unique challenges we are facing during the pandemic, the Session decided to cancel the family
retreat at Holston Camp in January 2021. We will explore alternative options and opportunities for connecting as
a church family as we move into December and January.



We are pleased to share that Creation Care has forged a productive and creative partnership with the Bonner Center to revitalize and plant twelve raised garden beds on Carson-Newman’s Campus. Providing the opportunity for
student interns to take responsibility and leadership in community engagement, this project also (hopefully!) will
mean the provision of fresh produce to our neighbors through Church Street Café.
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