SUPPLIES NEEDED
Just a reminder that the Jefferson City Neighborhood Center and
Safe Space are in need of toiletries. We will be focusing on collecting a certain item each month. For the month of November,
we are asking for donations of deodorant. There are boxes in the
Narthex and the back hallway where donations can be placed.

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ
Donations of food items are needed for CSC (containers in the
narthex, library, and fellowship hall). We will be collecting
certain items each month, November – Tuna.

Dear Church Family,
We have waited a long time for Fall to arrive
this year, and some days it feels like we’re still waiting. Each year, I long for those brisk bites of cold that
begin persisting beyond their early morning domain
and on throughout the afternoons. A clear day’s sun
can be relied on for that uniquely radiant heat you can
feel only on the specific places where skin gets direct
exposure. As the nights turn deliciously crisp, the stars
always start to look clearer and more numerous to me.
When it comes to the changing leaves, it’s difficult to
say which of the senses gets the best deal. There are,
of course, the sudden bursts of color along the hilltops
that dazzle the eyes, but is there anything quite like
the crunch of dried leaves underfoot, especially when
you step slowly in order to draw out the sound? Or the
scent of leaves fallen and mingled with wetness, signaling a decomposition that’s delivered with a somehow sweet fragrance in its finality?
My spirit rises as it receives these seasonal
gifts to the senses, fittingly connected to Thanksgiving. It’s unclear to me each year whether these foretastes of the season feed a growing joy by marking
progress toward my favorite holiday, or if I first grew
in love for the holiday out of enjoyment of the season.
There is something good and right about connecting
joy in creation with feasting at table. On the surface,
perhaps it may seem strange to celebrate the beauty of
the earth’s bounty, to express awe and gratitude for it,
by eating it. When consumed ravenously or gluttonously, without regard for the wellbeing of the creatures whose lives thereby become part of our own, it
is true that such a meal would have very little to do
with thanksgiving or beauty. The meal becomes
thanksgiving when received with hearts that sense
their oneness with the world through the table—hearts
that know there’s a communion built into the structure
of creation, an intimately interdependent system of
provision and mutuality that’s renewed and deepened
at table with loved ones. Partaking of food becomes
participation in a cosmic symphony.
Gratitude often feels passive. You do something nice for me, and it seems there’s nothing left for
me to do but say, “Thank you,” and maybe look for a
way to repay the favor. Yet the Thanksgiving meal
reveals how active receiving can be. Gratitude at table
does not come in the form of perfunctory “thank
you’s” or plotting repayment, but in actively savoring
the metabolic pleasure of the abundant feast set before
us. At the table, the most heartfelt “thank you” is expressed by eating more, and the giving of thanks by
actively enjoying the food’s goodness.
According to early Christian writings,
“Thanksgiving” became the proper name for the holy

meal shared by the community of faith at its regular
gatherings on the Lord’s Day. This was in literal remembrance of the Lord’s Supper: “Jesus took a loaf of
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples, saying, ‘This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me’” (Luke 22:19). The Greek word for
“thanksgiving” is eucharistea, or Eucharist. For this
reason, I interpret what I feel at the Thanksgiving table
and during this season—that rising spiritual connection with creation—as a parable of the Spirit’s invitation to enter the overflowing Eucharistic joy of Jesus.
At his Table we partake of a grace to metabolize and
share. “The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.”
I recognize that Thanksgiving is not a joyous
season for everyone. It will be marked with pain for
many, as empty chairs around the table will be another
reminder of a loved one’s passing, a family member’s
estrangement, or a parent, child, or sibling deployed in
the armed forces and unable to come home. Too many
tables around our country will be marked by too little
to eat, a token of scarcity in the midst of a nation filled
with such abundance. Thanksgiving tables marked
more by lamentation than celebration yet remain stunning parables of the Lord’s Eucharistic Table. There
our pain and the pain of all creation is gathered up into
the living fellowship of the Triune Lord, whose steadfast lovingkindness and solidarity with creation offer
us a sign and foretaste of all things made new. “The
Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.”
In wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving this season, I want you to know that I give thanks for you—
for who you are as the church of Jesus, for your faith,
for your hope, for your love. In this spirit, I want to
leave you with a prayer of thanksgiving from the apostle Paul:
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that,
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his
great power. (Ephesians 1:15-19)
In Christ,
Dave

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Please remember to set your clocks back on
Sunday, November 3rd.

NOVEMBER
GOING-ON GROUP
On Monday, November 4th,
there will be a free event at
the Tennessee Theatre featuring Mighty Wurlitzer
organ performances by
Freddie Brabson and special guest, Scruffy City Orchestra Brass Ensemble.
Scruffy City Orchestra is Knoxville’s “other orchestra”, a community orchestra composed of volunteer
musicians from around the area. The Going-on Group
extends an invitation to all those who would like to
hear this music to join us! We will carpool from the
church at 10:45 a.m., performance begins at 12:00
p.m. Following the performance, we will enjoy lunch
at the grill by the theatre. We will need to make reservations for lunch, so please sign up on the sheet in the
back hall or contact Wayne or Margy King (865-3971749) to let them know you will be joining them.
FALL WORK DAY
Well you asked the Building
and Grounds Committee for it
(okay maybe you did not ask
for it, but you got it anyway) a
fall church Work Day. Yeaaaaa!!!! We will commence at around 9:00am on Saturday November 9th
and work until you drop or to 1:00pm, whichever
comes first. As usual we will have inside and outside
things to work on so come on down. There will be
refreshments and fellowship to keep you energized so
hopefully you can join us. If you have any questions
please contact Kerry Antoniewicz.
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
The next Women's Prayer Breakfast and Bible study will be on Saturday, November
9th, at 9:00 a.m., hosted by Linda
Noonkesser in the Church Parlor. If you
have any questions, please contact Debby
Rinehart (423-581-3135)
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for Tuesday, November 12th, at 8:00
a.m. at Lisa’s Country Kitchen (1712 N
Highway 92, Jefferson City).

CSC DELIVERY
The next delivery for our
Church Street Café supplies
from Midwest Food Bank
will be on Wednesday, November 13th, at 11:45 a.m.
We are always in need of volunteers to help unload,
put items away, and pack give away bags. If you have
any questions, please contact Linda Noonkesser (865216-0715).
SIT ‘N KNIT GROUP
The Sit ‘n Knit group will be meeting
on Friday, November 15th, at 7:00 p.m.
at a place to be determined. Please
watch your weekly bulletins for more
information.
STEWARDHIP SUNDAY
will be on Sunday, November 17th.
You should have received your stewardship Letter and Time and Talent
Form in the mail over the last few days. If you have
not received yours, please contact Heather in the
Church Office.
COATS FOR THE COLD
Items needed include coats (children’s
and adults), blankets, mittens, hats,
scarves and 110v heaters (or a $20
donation will purchase a 110v heater).
If you would like to make a monetary
donation, please make the check payable to First Presbyterian Church and note that it is for
Coats for the Cold. Please leave your items in the
box, in the back hallway by Sunday, November 17th.
Items can be brought on Sundays or during office
hours (Monday-Thursday 9-12:30 p.m.) If you have
any questions, please call Heather in the Church Office. **Members of FPC will be helping to set up for
the event on Wednesday, December 4th, at 6:30 p.m.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Kay
Gowan.
POINSETTIAS FOR ADVENT
One of our cherished traditions is to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias during
Advent. These beautiful flowers are placed
in front of the church in honor or in
memory of friends and loved ones. We will only order a specific number of the flowers, so please be sure
to check the box on the order form if you would like to
take yours home after the Christmas Eve service.
Look for the order form in the Sunday bulletins. The
cost is $11 per plant. The last day to order poinsettia's, is Sunday, November 17th.

PRAYER CONCERNS
SPECIAL CONCERNS:
Lynn and Judy Watkins
Judy Finley
Sara Piper
Kenneth Winslow
Arlene Peck
Washam Family
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas.

John Rinehart

ILL AND RECOVERING:
Faye Wheeler, friend of Debby Rinehart, who is recovering from colon cancer surgery
David Johnson, Debby Rinehart’s brother, who is recovering from back surgery
Tammy Marzouca, extended family of Arlene Peck, who is receiving medical treatment for complications following
surgery
Bobbi Johnson, sister-in-law of Debby Rinehart, who is recovering from surgery
Frank Rogers, father of Roxanne Moser, who continues to battle infection
B.J., friend of Martha Sanders, who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer
Elaine G., friend of Martha Sanders, who is undergoing treatments for breast cancer
Cindy B., friend of Martha Sanders, who has been diagnosed with Stage 4 B-Cell Lymphoma
Juanita Dykstra, who is undergoing cancer treatments
Neal Southerland, friend of Brian and Ashley Williams, who has been diagnosed with cancer
Shirley Herring, friend of Susan Nowell, who is undergoing treatment for lymphoma
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:
CHANDLER HOUSE: C.R. Vest, Frank Woodard
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN: Elsie Sorey (Rm 209)
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE of JEFF CITY: Paulette Bozeman, Pat Patton (Rm 117)
SAVE THE DATE! FAMILY/SKI RETREAT
JANUARY 24-JANUARY 26, 2020
Now is the time to mark your calendars and make plans to attend our Family/Ski Retreat weekend at Holston Camp
& Retreat Center in Banner Elk, North Carolina. The retreat will begin on Friday evening and go through Sunday
worship. Watch your weekly bulletins for an early bird sign up special coming soon!. For more information,
call the church office at (865) 475- 2761.

FINANCE REPORT
MONTHLY INCOME
OCTOBER 6
OCTOBER 13
OCTOBER 20
OCTOBER 27

$7,487.00
$1,373.00
$1,483.00
$2,804.00

TOTAL

$13,147.00

($17,761.00 is needed monthly to meet budget)
YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES
INCOME
EXPENSES

YTD ACTUAL
$165,285.85
$167,662.01

YTD PRORATED
$160,095.85**

YTD BUDGET
$167,794.18
$178,375.15

YTD ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$2,376.16
YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$7,566.16
** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in January. This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giving
through October would be, if completed yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.
If you have questions, please see Heather.

FAMILY NIGHT SUPPER
Family Night Supper will be on Wednesday,
November 20th, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Our Yard Sale Recipient, SafeSpace, will provide the program.
The entire church family is invited to attend!
Bring a dish to share and join us for an evening of
food, fun, and fellowship!

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Session Highlights (Wednesday, October 9, 2019)


Session met with Chandler Rowland, the new campus minister for Reformed University Fellowship
(RUF), in order to begin getting to know one another and to lift Chandler and RUF in prayer.



Session approved two proposals from the Creation
Care Subcommittee: an Equal Exchange fundraiser
(as a motion from the Stewardship and Finance
Committee) and a children’s garden (as a motion
from the Building and Grounds Committee). Be on
the lookout for more information in this newsletter
about the Equal Exchange fundraiser, which will
give us an opportunity to purchase coffee, tea, and
chocolate that have been ethically sourced and that
make great Christmas gifts! The children’s garden
will be constructed along the west fence of the
playground. Not only will it will give our children
the opportunity to tend the earth as God’s good
creation, but it will also promote intergenerational
fellowship as older members teach our youngest
ones wisdom learned from the soil. Our hope is
that planting will begin in the Spring, and produce
can be given to Church Street Café!

COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
The Community Thanksgiving Service
will be held on Sunday, November 24th at
6:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church. We hope
you will come and join the community for this time of
Worship.
OFFICE CLOSED
The office will close on Wednesday, November 27th, and reopen on Monday, December 2nd.

CHRISTMAS IN JEFFERSON CITY
Christmas in Jefferson County is a program of the Jefferson County Chamber of
Commerce that brings together all the
resources of the community to provide
food and toys to needy families of Jefferson County. We are collecting 1,000 boxes of Macaroni & Cheese for Christmas in Jefferson
County. If you wish to give monetarily, please make
checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and note
“Christmas in Jefferson County”. Donations need to
be at the Church by Sunday, December 1st. If you
have any questions, please call Heather in the Church
Office.
EQUAL EXHANGE
CHRISTMAS BASKETS
The Creation Care Committee
will be selling Christmas baskets of coffee, tea, and chocolate from Equal Exchange in
order to fundraise for the Children’s Garden and other Creation Care Committee
projects. Equal Exchange is a fair trade organization
that strives to help farmers and their families gain
more control over their economic futures. Through
the Interfaith Program, Equal Exchange collaborates
with thousands of churches, templates, and congregations of faith around the U.S., including Presbyterian
Church (USA). This is an excellent opportunity to
purchase inexpensive gifts that benefit the fair trade
cooperatives as well as our own church. Look for
more information regarding Equal Exchange in future
bulletins. Order forms will be available in November.







Session received a report from the Elder Nominating Committee and called a Congregational Meeting to follow worship on November 3 for the purpose of electing Carol Antoniewicz to fill the Class
of 2020 vacancy, Carolyn Berryhill to fill the
Class of 2021 vacancy, and to elect Shanna Carmack, Ted Folsom, Matt Gowan, and Rick Pinkerton-Long for the Class of 2022.
Session approved a request for the transfer of
membership of Harry Finley to Washington Presbyterian Church. We continue to surround Harry
and Judy with our prayers and love.
Session received with regret the resignation of Kay
Rutherford-Williams as elder from the class of
2021.
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John & Madison Meadows
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10

11

DAVE OU

Sunday School
9:30-10:30 a.m.
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FAMILY NIGHT
SUPPER:
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STEWARDSHIP
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Sunday School
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WOMEN’S
BREAKFAST
9:00 A.M.
CHURCH WORK
DAY
9:00 A.M.
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Tom Kirkpatrick
Phil & Kay Williams
Larry & Mev Musick

Brian & Ashley
Williams

Tyler Needs

We have hired an Interim Director of Music! The Music Director Search Task Force and the Session are
happy to announce that we have hired Kathy Bowen
as Interim Music Director! She began with us on
Wednesday, October 30, with choir rehearsal, and will
continue through January, with the possibility of extending to a more permanent basis. Please join in welcoming Kathy to our church family!
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CHURCH
STREET CAFÉ
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CHRIST THE KING
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Ken Winslow

Harry & Judy Finley

Rachael Williams

Jim & Del Deaton
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