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Dear Church Family, 
During this season in our lives, we are routine-

ly reminded of our limitations, how much we cannot 
do, how much of life cannot be like it was before. This 
has been a year that has taken so much: it has taken so 
much away, and it has taken so much for us to press on 
to the present moment. Every challenge is a test of our 
resilience, and, in this sense, I am encouraged when I 
realize that the pandemic has gone on longer than any 
of us imagined. If it is true that we have endured long-
er than we thought we could to arrive at the present 
moment, then it means we are more resilient than we 
thought we were. We are more creative and more 
adaptive than we knew we could be. We can dig deep-
er, we have more fight, we are stronger than we ever 
imagined.  

I believe this is true of you. I believe this is true 
of me. I believe this is true of us. I believe it because I 
have seen it this year. We now serve between 50% and 
100% more people through Church Street Café than 
we did before the pandemic. Our worship services now 
reach people who live in Nashville, Chattanooga, and 
Western North Carolina. We met remotely for adult 
Vacation Bible School to begin a conversation con-
fronting racism. We continue to meet remotely for 
Sunday school each week. Our sick and shut-in mem-
bers still have visitors. We are reaching out to each 
other without fail. We have not been able to have the 
contact we want, but we are maintaining the connec-
tion we need.  

In the face of what this year has taken, it is cru-
cial to remember what the Book of Order affirms with 
courage and boldness about being the Church: “Christ 
calls the Church into being, giving it all that is neces-
sary for its mission in the world” (F-1.0202). In this 
season, Jesus has given us what we need to join God’s 
mission of transforming “all things and all people” and 
“bringing good news to all who are impoverished, 
sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are op-
pressed, and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all cre-
ation” (F-1.01). Now is the time to remember that the 
Spirit has given us the gifts that we need to be the 
church in a variety of ways. At times, these gifts are 
unexpected or unlooked for; nevertheless, they remain 
the gifts that are necessary for the facing of this pre-
sent hour. 

Paul once wrote to the Church in Rome, “Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds” (Romans 12:2). Living at 
the center of an empire that had taken so much, the 
Church was not called to resignation and conformity, 
but to renewal and transformation. The beating heart 
of the Church is not its power to control world events 

or the course of history, but to recognize how, in every 
time and in every place, we are one body in Christ with 
many members, who have been given “gifts that differ 
according to the grace given us” (Rom 12:4–6). Jesus has 
given us what we need for this moment. The Spirit of re-
newal and transformation is among us, not inspiring us 
give in to the chaos and despair of the world, but empow-
ering us to discern the gifts we have been given in order 
to be the body of Christ together. 

It is in this Spirit that we are pleased to announce 
the celebration of a new special worship service: Gifts of 
the Church Sunday, on August 30. Under normal circum-
stances each year, we set aside time to celebrate the 
unique gifts of our congregation through Youth Sunday, 
Gifts of Women Sunday, and Gifts of Men Sunday. Ra-
ther than dividing out different times to honor our gifts as 
a congregation, we believe this is a year to honor our 
gifts together, for, as Paul says to the church in Rome, 
“We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individ-
ually we are members one of another.” 

Because we anticipate this special service will be 
online rather than in-person, we have the unique oppor-
tunity to incorporate a wide variety of gifts. We can in-
clude both musical talent and gifts in reading and public 
speaking, as well as the gifts you have been exploring 
during this pandemic: such as gifts in photography, gar-
dening, cooking, quilting, service to others—the list is as 
long as you have been creative! Now is the time to show 
how you’ve been making it through this time, so please 
send us pictures of what you have been up to. But now is 
also the time to show who we are as a church beyond this 
pandemic. How have you seen the gifts of our church 
transcend the limitations of our present moment and con-
tinue to be a blessing to you and our community? Please 
send us the pictures that speak to you of the great gifts of 
our church, and let’s celebrate how the Spirit has given 
us what we need to be the Church in this time and place. 
Pictures can be sent to dave.fpcjeffcity@gmail.com, and 
if you have any questions, please contact either Dave or 
Peggy Hypes, Chair of the Worship Committee. 

None of us can do this alone. We are not called to 
do this alone as the church of rugged individualism and 
self-sufficiency. We are called to be the Church together. 
The gifts we have been given are given to be shared with 
one another and for the service of others. It is in this way 
that we bear witness together to God’s reconciling love 
of all things and all people, which has the power to trans-
form the world. Grace and peace to you this day! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Dave Strickler 
 

MISSION CORNER 
We would like to thank the folks who have graciously supported and helped to maintain Church Street Cafe during this 
time of difficulty, and wanted everyone to know what has been accomplished over the last several months.  During the 
second quarter of 2020 hot meals were served “Grab-n-Go" style with COVID-19 pandemic precautions being followed 
to safely provide for our neighbors as they drove by the church ramp to pick up their dinners and bags of groceries.  The 
lines of cars often stretched along the church on Branner Avenue around to Deborah Street.  During the second quarter, 
517 dinners and 340 bags of groceries were given to those in need.  In addition, approximately 24 meals were delivered 
to sick and shut-in members of our congregation. So, thank you to everyone who supported and supports this much ap-
preciated mission. 

mailto:dave.fpcjeffcity@gmail.com


SESSION HIGHLIGHTS—JULY 8, 2020  

 The Session decided to continue utilizing the federal “Reopening America” guidelines to aid our discernment of 
how to respond to COVID-19. This means that as long as there are increasing trends of new and active cases in our 
county and adjacent counties, we decided not to move forward with phased reopening, and will continue to keep 
our worship, committee meetings, and Sunday school online, and Church Street Café at curbside. At the same time, 
Session also decided to initiate a survey of the congregation to gauge interest in alternative forms of gathering as 
well as to explore comfort level with safety protocols. 

 The Session chose also to reinitiate the search for a new Music Director, as Chase Benefiel will be concluding his 
interim time with us at the end of August when he begins his studies at Duke Divinity School. 

 Session initiated the process for receiving nominations for the Elder Nominating Committee, which will be com-
prised of representative voices from each of the following groups: the Parlor and Fellowship Hall Sunday School 
classes, the Youth and Music programs, an at-large member of the congregation, and an outgoing member of Ses-
sion. The proposed slate of nominees for the ENC will received at the August 12 Session meeting, and a congrega-
tional meeting will be called in order to elect the ENC. Please be on the look out for more information about how 
we will host the congregational meeting. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF: 
Bob McCarter, friend of the Zirkles, who has passed away  
 
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck             Kenneth Winslow    Sara Piper               John Rinehart 
Bill and JoAnne Vest          Gail and George Twine  Lynn and Judy Watkins              
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas. 
  
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain cancer 
Campbell Maben, friend of the Zirkles, who will be undergoing proton therapy 
Jane Brooks, JV Cline’s sister, who is undergoing radiation 
  
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:  
CHANDLER HOUSE: Frank Woodard     
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 208)  
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE:   Paulette Bozeman, Pat Patton (# 307) 
JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 
 
 
 

2      Communion            
Zoom Sunday School 

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Online Worship Service 

3 
 
 
 
 

Sue Swilley 

4  
Virtual Building  

&  Grounds 
6:30 p.m. 

 
J and Susan Moser 

5  
Virtual Mission Com. 

11:15 a.m. 

6 
 
 
 

Ted Folsom 
Jonas Moser 

7 
 

8 
 

 

9    Zoom Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
Church  Street 
Café  5:00 p.m. 

12 
CSC Delivery 

 
Zoom Session 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Tom & Stacy Kirkpatrick 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
Jeff & Whitney Drees 

14 
 

 
 
 

15 
 

 
 
 

16  Zoom Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service 
Sam O’Hare 
Doug Moses 

17 
 

 
 

Brian Williams 

18 
 

 
 

Rod McCash 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 

Anni Locher 

21 
 
 

 
Jim Deaton 

22 
 

 

23  Zoom Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service 
 

Wayne & Margy King 

24 
 
 
 

Julie Moody 

25 
Church  Street 
Café  5:00 p.m. 

26 
 

 
 

Lyle and Kathy Juroff 

27 
 

 
 

28 
 

 
 

John & Debby Rinehart 

29 
 
 
 

30  Zoom Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service 
Gifts of the Church 

31 
 

     

 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please note that as of August 9, Pastor Strickler has a new mailing address: 1125 Burton Road,  
Knoxville, TN 37919. 

MONTHLY INCOME 

JULY TOTAL  $15,233.50 

($17,761 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 

   ACTUAL  PRORATED       YTD BUDGET 

INCOME $143,937.03*  $110,367.36**     $109,086.24 

EXPENSES $104,333.84***             $113,379.36 

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $39,603.19 
YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $6,033.52 

 
*This number includes memorials and stimulus donations designated to our general budget.  

 
** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in  January.  This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giv-

ing through July would be, if completed  yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.  
 

***Expenses are lower than expected, due to the cancellation of services and activities over the last several months.   
 

If you have questions, please see Heather.  


