
First Presbyterian Church 
721 Church St. 
Jefferson City, TN 37760 

Dear Church Family, 
On this year’s Gifts of Men Sunday, June 20, I 

shared a gift that our congregation recently received. It 
is a woodcut that was made many years ago by Phillip 
Lamberton, a gifted member of our congregation, who 
also did the woodwork for our sanctuary cross and the 
wooden offering plates. For the past half century, this 
stunning woodcut lived in the home of Kenneth and 
Mary Winslow, and after Ken passed away this year, 
his family donated it to our church. Below is the im-
age from the woodcut as well as the inscription that is 
found on the back: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Perhaps it is unsurprising that Ken, the lifelong mining 
engineer, would have in his home this image depicting 
an early mining technique. But the image also pro-
vides a striking parable of life together in Christian 
community.  

As I shared on Gifts of Men Sunday, this im-
age is a fantastic picture of the church, made up of 
people with different gifts, working together for a 
common goal. “Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit,” says Paul, “To each is given the man-
ifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Co-
rinthians 12:4–7). The great work of ministry requires 
that each partner contribute the gifts they have, and the 
ministry cannot succeed without the partnership. One 
holds a drill, and another holds a hammer. 

I would add that the way we access these gifts 
in our work together is through the shared art of vul-
nerability. The miner holding the drill is profoundly 
vulnerable to the sledge hammer. His hands, his body: 
he is wide open. He has no protection, no armor, no 
guarantee that he will emerge unharmed from the 
mines—no guarantee, except, of course, for his part-
ner’s aim. And this is the nature of our most genuine 
relationships with one another and with God: that in 
order to grow in our marriages, in our friendships, in 
our ministries together as a church, we have to open 
ourselves to each other: trusting others to value the 
gifts we share, making good on that trust in turn as we 

also value the gifts of others, and trusting one another 
to use our gifts for the good of all. This kind of trust 
requires serious vulnerability, an offering of our very 
selves.  

I found online that in order for this method of 
mining to be effective, the drill had to be struck fifty 
times a minute! This means that the self-offering trust 
is not a one-and-done kind of thing. It’s a trust that is 
expressed over and over and over again, with every 
swing of the hammer. It is the kind of trust that devel-
ops over time in the course of a relationship. This is 
the kind of relationship Scripture teaches us to imag-
ine that abides in covenant community: that God up-
holds covenant relationship with us in steadfast love, 
and that we are called to uphold the same sort of stead-
fast love in covenant relationship with each other. 

If it’s true that the hammer had to strike fifty 
times a minute, it’s hard to imagine that the hammer 
didn’t occasionally miss, striking a hand and hopefully 
nothing worse. And isn’t this also in the nature of our 
relationships with each other in Christian community? 
That given enough time with each other, at some point 
we will miss the target, fail to connect as we mean to, 
and hurt one another—and hopefully not to an irrepa-
rable degree. If we open ourselves up to dealing with 
other human beings who share our own imperfections, 
we open ourselves up to the possibility of pain.  

That being said, given enough time, it’s also 
hard to imagine that aim doesn’t improve—that we 
might get better at connecting hammer to drill, that we 
would get better at loving each other. Vulnerability in 
covenant community means opening ourselves up to 
the growth that love requires. Because love is not a 
static thing. Love takes time, it takes trial and error, 
patience and endurance. Opening ourselves to the art 
of vulnerability in community means that we open 
ourselves not only to the chance of getting hurt, but 
also to the hope of repentance, forgiveness, and recon-
ciliation.  

I am not yet sure where this woodcut will fi-
nally land in our church building—I’d love your rec-
ommendations on that!—but it is my prayer that this 
image of vulnerable partnership will find a resting 
place in all of our hearts in the coming year as, in all 
things, we continue to grow as disciples invested in 
reflecting the love of Christ to the world. I hope 
you’re doing well today, and the Lord bless you and 
keep you this month! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Dave 



        Remember last month we talked about 
several odds and ends, well some have 
been addressed and some need just a little 
bit more patience.   
     In the plus column the fire alarm cellu-

lar upgrade and the Education level emergency light have 
been addressed.  In addition, the Furnace Basement dehu-
midifier had to be replaced, but the new one is a little tem-
peramental.   
     On the patience side of the ledger the garbage cart still 
has not been replaced.  Apparently our garbage pick service 
cannot find a driver to bring the cart to us from Knoxville.  
To top off this side of the ledger, we are still working with 
the Holy Spirit to change out the Sanctuary spot lights and 
one of our “Visitor Parking” signs from the parking lot is 
missing.    
     As a reminder concerning the Memorial Brick benches, 
if you have any bench thoughts or ideas please let the B&G 
Committee know, we would appreciate the input.     

B&G 
CORNER 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
• In sharing his Pastor’s Report, Rev. Strickler encouraged the Session to continue seeking collaborative opportuni-

ties in ministry. Examples we explored include, but are not limited to: our ecumenical worship service on Pentecost 
Sunday, our cooperative Vacation Bible School, as well as the partnership with Bonner Center in cultivating our 
community garden. 

• The Session directed the Re-Opening Taskforce to continue discerning plan of action in relationship to the pan-
demic, particularly with reference to Children’s Ministry and Fellowship Hall activities. As the Taskforce explores 
what remains in the way of reopening, be on the lookout for more information in the weeks to come. 

• With sadness and with joy, we received Katie Porter’s letter of resignation from Session, as she and her husband 
Todd initiate the next stage of their journey through a move to Georgia. We lifted up Katie and Todd with prayer 
for God’s blessing in the course of that transition, and while we will miss them deeply, we celebrate with them the 
excitement of this next step in their lives. 

• The Session continues to search for a Music Director, and at this time would like to re-invite members of our 
church family to explore near and distant connections for possibilities. Do you know a pianist or organist who 
might be interested in serving with us on a Sunday morning? If so, please contact Shanna Carmack at scar-
mack87@gmail.com. 

• The session received a report on the proceedings of the June 5th meeting of Holston Presbytery. Among the items 
of business were recognition of congregations who participate in the Matthew 25 Commitment (our congregation is 
one of only two in Holston Presbytery!), and moving forward with the process of establishing a covenant relation-
ship between Holston Presbytery and Holston Camp. For more information, the minutes of the meeting can be 
found here:  https://www.holstonpresbytery.org/resources/news/minutes-june-5-2021-stated-meeting/). 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck     David Skeen      Denny Pryor     Sara Piper      Bill & JoAnne Vest   Doug & Cindy Moses     
Neal Beck 
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas. 
 
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
JoAnne Vest, who will be undergoing chemotherapy in the coming weeks 
Caroline DiStefano, Debby Rinehart’s cousin, who is being treated for breast cancer  
Norman Clinard, friend of Debby Rinehart, who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's and his wife, Brenda, who is  
     taking care of him  
Chris Sawyer, Anne Woodruff’s son-in-law, who is undergoing cancer treatments  
Dennis, Ted Folsom’s brother-in-law, who has COPD and not doing well 
Mike Carlevato, coworker of Beth Folsom,  who is undergoing cancer treatments 
Jim Parker, friend of Beth & Ted Folsom, who is undergoing testing for back issues 
Carolyn, Ted Folsom’s cousin, who is undergoing chemotherapy  
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain cancer 
 
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:    
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 208)       SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE:   Paulette Bozeman 
JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser, Nancy Romine 

MISSION CORNER 
      Due to uncertainty about whether there will be Jefferson City events downtown on the first Saturday in October, 
and continuing public health concerns about having large gatherings, the Mission Committee has decided not to at-
tempt a Mission Yard Sale this year.  If you are interested in donating your time and talent to some other Mission 
endeavor, please let Carol Antoniewicz know! 
       For all those items that you WOULD have donated for the Yard Sale, please note that KARM is open for dona-
tions and for shopping. If you are cleaning out closets or your garage and have gently used items for donation they 
will take them at KARM. Please remember to let them know that you are from FPC Jefferson City so our church will 
get KARM gift cards which are distributed to families in need – we received over $70 in KARM gift cards for the 
first quarter of 2021!  If you have so many (or so large) items that you need assistance getting your donations to 
KARM, please call Carol Antoniewicz at 865-438-7524. 
       Please pray for Habitat for Humanity of Jefferson County.  They ask that we pray for the homeowners, volun-
teers, staff, and board of directors, as they continue to accomplish their amazing mission everyday with such passion 
and commitment to making the best decisions for the organization every day!!  If you would like the whole list of 
prayer requests from our mission partners sent to you, please contact Carol Antoniewicz.   

THE NECESSITIES PANTRY  
     The Necessities Pantry at the local Douglas Cherokee Neighborhood Center con-
tinues to support the needs of our more disadvantaged citizens.  Its main focus is 
providing assistance for citizens to access federal, state, and local financial assistance 
for their needs in the areas of rent, utilities, food and other commodities.  Quarterly, 
government surplus commodities are distributed. The Necessities Pantry is a local, on-
site resource they use for immediate needs of clients.  It is stocked by several church-
es, in addition to ours. 
     Our Mission Committee maintains a labeled bin on the Sunday School Hall for col-
lecting our donations.  Cathy, the center director, says they are always in need of basic 
personal hygiene items as well as housecleaning items.  For further information, con-
tact Eva Zirkle. 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 
 

 

 

 

OIL—In the Old Testament, oil symbolized conse-
cration to God. The temple altar and king’s heads 
were anointed with oil to set them apart as holy. In 
the New Testament, oil often represented the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus and his followers were anointed for 
their ministries (see Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38). 
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OFFICE CLOSURE/OUT  

OF THE OFFICE 
The Church Office will be closed on 
Monday, July 5.  Then Heather will 
be out of the office beginning Tues-

day, July 6 and returning Monday, July 12.  The of-
fice will be essentially closed during this time.  Dave 
will be in, but please call his cell phone (828-292-
1664) to contact him. 

MONTHLY INCOME  
JUNE TOTAL  

 
$7,385.00 

($16,141 is needed monthly 
 to meet budget) 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE  
(YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 

   ACTUAL  PRORATED       YTD BUDGET 
INCOME $109,401.51  $75,250.00*     $91,632.00 
EXPENSES $82,595.93             $95,849.50 

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $26,805.58 

YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$7,345.93 

* Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in  January.  This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giving 
through June would be, if completed  yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.  

If you have questions, please see Heather.  

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR JUANITA DYKSTRA 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Juanita on Saturday, July 10 at 11:00 a.m. at the 

Church.  Following the service, lunch and visiting will take place in the Fellowship hall.   

BLESSING OF THE 
BACKPACKS 

We want to send our children, 
teachers, and all school personnel 
back to school with our prayers and 

blessings.  Please bring your school backpacks, bags, 
or briefcases on Sunday, August 8th.  Place the 
backpacks in front of the sanctuary for a special 
blessing during Time with Young Disciples. 

MEN’S PRAYER  
BREAKFAST 

The next Men’s Prayer Break-
fast is scheduled for Tuesday, 
July 13th at 8:00 a.m., at Owen’s 

Restaurant in Dandridge.  
 
 

CHURCH STREET  
CAFÉ  DELIVERY 

We are in need of volunteers to 
help with our next delivery of 
food from Midwest FoodBank 
on Wednesday, July 14th at 11:30 a.m.  We will need 
help unloading, sorting and stocking the goods.   If 
you have any questions, please contact Linda 
Noonkesser (865-216-0715). 
 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
Our high school graduate is: Jack O’Hare 
from Jefferson County High School.  To 
recognize Jack, we are hoping to collect 
cards, gifts, candy, or anything you would 
like to give him.  We want him to know 
how special he is and how proud of him 

we are!!   Our Graduate Recognition Day will be on 
Sunday, July 18th.  The collection bin will be in the 
library until Sunday, July 11th.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church office.  

COLLECTING CANNED GOODS FOR 
CHURCH STREET CAFÉ  

 
FOR JULY WE WILL BE COLLECTING  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL JARS OF PEANUT BUTTER 
CANNED CHICKEN  

CANNED CORN 
 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, calls, 
food and most of all the prayers over the last several 
weeks.        —JoAnne Vest 

CHURCH STREET 
CAFÉ BAGS 

During each Church Street Café 
meal we give each family a bag 
of non-perishable items.  The 
bags contain such items as cere-
al, peanut butter, canned chick-
en, canned tuna, a variety of 
canned vegetables and fruits, 
individual oatmeal packets, etc.  
To fill one bag costs between 

$10-$12.  If you would like to donate any canned 
goods, they can be brought on Sundays or left at the 
Fellowship Hall door Monday-Thursdays between 
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Monetary donations are always 
welcome!  A $100 donation can fill 8-10 bags!!  If 
you have any questions, please contact Linda 
Noonkesser or Heather in the church office.  


