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Dear Church Family, 
As we approach the celebration of Independence Day, in the midst of so much going on in the life of our coun-

try, I invite us to reflect on both freedom and faith. Running straight through the course of United States history has 
been a debate about the nature of freedom. In philosophical discussions, there are at least two major camps on the sub-
ject. One kind of freedom could be defined as an absence of restraint. Freedom in this sense has to do with removing 
whatever stands in the way. It’s about breaking chains. This kind of freedom is oppositional. It confronts a reality in 
which there are obstacles that must be overcome. In the context of the American Revolution, and in the words of the 
Declaration of Independence, the pursuit of this kind of freedom meant naming a “long train of abuses and usurpa-
tions,” rebelling against oppression, and casting off tyrants.  

If this first kind of freedom is a freedom from, we can describe a second kind of freedom as a freedom for. 
What is the point of a revolution? What do we want for the state of our world and for human life? If the first kind of 
freedom has to do with the absence of restraint, this second kind of freedom has to do with the presence of goodness, 
righteousness, and peace. In the context of the American Revolution, and as the Declaration of Independence puts it, 
this kind of freedom is the celebration of all human beings as “created equal” and “endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” If the first kind of freedom 
is about breaking chains, this second kind of freedom is about the reason chains need to be broken.  

In reflecting on this dynamic of freedom, I am struck by Paul’s words to the Galatians: “For freedom Christ 
has set us free.” Christian freedom involves both a freedom from and a freedom for. In the first place, Jesus sets us 
free from slavery to sin, and this is a freedom from that we must constantly safeguard. “Stand firm,” Paul says, “and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Yet, Jesus also calls us into a freedom for. The point of being free from sin 
is that we might live for one another in love: “Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but 
serve one another humbly in love. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself’” (Gal 5:1, 13–14). For freedom Christ has set us free, and for love we have been set free. If hu-
man beings are not free, they are not free to fully love. Love is the purpose of freedom, and freedom is a precondition 
for the fullness of love.  

We are facing a multilayered crisis of freedom in our country today. If it weren’t enough to face just one crisis 
alone, this year (a year that just keeps on giving!) it seems we must face at least three crises at once: the rising tide of 
a global pandemic, the surging reality of racism, and the mounting strain of election season. At the risk of oversimpli-
fying—yet at the risk of seeking discipleship in the midst of this crucible—I would urge us to consider that all three of 
these challenges present profound opportunity for us as the church to practice our freedom in Christ: 

·      When it comes to the question of wearing a mask in the cause of public health, we are presented with 
the opportunity to show how we accept a limitation on our own individual freedom out of love for others. 
To prevent the spread of illness, we choose to wear a mask, even though it makes us uncomfortable.  
·      When it comes to the question of confronting racism, an evil that runs deeply through the history not 
only of our country but also of our faith, we have the opportunity to join with the unfinished cause of hu-
man liberation—recognizing that the solidarity of authentic love may cause discomfort, while recognizing 
also that progress does not mean perfection.  
·      Last, when it comes to the question of confronting the challenge of election season, as we sense the 
ever-deepening strain of hyper-polarization in our politics, we have the opportunity to celebrate not only 
the freedom to vote in our country, but also, and more importantly, to use our freedom chiefly in the cause 
of love for one another and for all people.  

Love is the purpose of freedom, and freedom is the precondition of love. I am mindful that Paul greets the Ga-
latians not in the name of the Lord Caesar, but in the name of the Lord Jesus, “who gave himself for our sins to set us 
free from the present evil age” (Gal 1:4). And I am mindful that when Jesus first came preaching in his hometown of 
Nazareth, he did not seek to replace one Caesar with another, but came “to bring good news to the poor,” “to proclaim 
release to the captive,” and “to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). Though the end of this difficult year might 
seem nowhere in sight, let us take comfort in the good news that Jesus teaches us to see that the kingdom of God is 
near, and, indeed, he promises us that he remains near to us today among “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). Take 
heart, dear church, in the freedom of our mission to reflect the love of Christ to the world. 
  
In Christ,  
  
Dave  

NECESSITY PANTRY  
We continue to need contributions to the Necessity Pantry at the Neighborhood 
Center.  In spite of the fact that the center is not fully open, the staff regularly 
welcomes clients to the back door for assistance with food stamp applications 
and other financial needs. At these times, they provide items from the Necessity 
Pantry for basic needs. So far this year, we have delivered over 375 individual 
items to the center to fill this need.  Please continue to deliver to the Church 
your contributions of personal care products (soap, toothpaste, diapers, etc) as 
well as any household cleaning products.  All are greatly needed in these diffi-
cult times! 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been a vital part of our mission pro-
gram since its inception during the time of our Associate Pastor Glen-
da Hollingshead, over 15 years ago.  Many members who knit or cro-
chet have been involved over the years either working at home or in 
our monthly group get together, Sit N’ Knit. 
     Over the years, I have discovered that every person has a small 
child deep within them that wants to be held when they are hurting.  I see our scarves and shawls as “portable hugs” 
reminding each recipient that he is not alone in their pain and others are praying for them.  I have seen it in my own 
family! 
      Come join us if you wish to be a part of this healing ministry. Knitting lessons can be arranged!  Also, be sure to 
add your name and prayers to the card that accompanies each shawl. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  
 Mission Mtg. 

11:15 a.m. 
 
 

Mary Hodges 

2 
 

 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

Alex & Shanna Carmack 
5     Communion            

Zoom Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

Online Worship Service 
 

6 
 

OFFICE 
 CLOSED     

7       
 

8 
SESSION 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Jake & Roxanne Moser 

9 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
Zoom Sunday School 

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Online Worship Service 

13 
 
 
 

Steve and Arlene Peck 

14 
Church  Street Café  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Susan Moser 

15 
CSC Truck Delivery 

11:45 a.m. 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
Zoom Sunday School 

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Online Worship Service 

 
Linda Noonkesser 

20 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 
Kay Gowan  

21 
 
 
 
 

Kerry & Carol Antoniewicz 

22 
CE Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Jeff Drees 

23 
 
 
 

     
Dave Strickler 

24 
 
 
 
 

Johan Koppier 

25 
 
 

26 
Zoom Sunday School 

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Online Worship Service 

 
Johan & Ineke Koppier 

27 
 
 
 

 
Peggy Hypes 

28 
Church  Street Café 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 

Scott Kustermann 

29 
 

 

30 
 
. 
 

Denny Pryor 
Beth Folsom 

31 
 

 

 

–———–————  HEATHER OUT ———–——— 

–———–———–——–———–——————  DAVE OUT ——————————————————–———————–——

OUT OF THE OFFICE 
Heather will be out of the office Monday, June 29 and returning 
Tuesday, July 7.  The office will be essentially closed during this 
time.  Dave will be in, but please call his cell phone (828-292-1664) 
to contact him. 
 

Dave will be out of the office beginning Monday, July 27 and returning on Monday, 
August 3rd.  

The building and grounds committee has maintained watch on the church during  the quarantine, while  
staying out of  the building as much as possible, as  directed by the session. Within those  parameters, 
we managed to accomplish the following recently, mostly outdoors: 
1. The exterior window sills on both sides of the sanctuary were scraped and repainted; the lexan 
     window covers were re-caulked and reattached. 
2. The west patio and sidewalk and portions of the east sidewalk were power washed. 
3. The microwave in the kitchen quit working, due to being wired incorrectly during the electric panel replacement. 
Comer Electric fixed the wiring, and Lyle Juroff worked his magic to fix the microwave. 
4. Weed eating was done to a portion of the east lawn beds. 
 
Keeping social distancing, we are still focused on maintaining and improving the church that is so important to each 
member of our congregation. 

B&G 
CORNER 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 Session approved the hiring of Chase Benefiel as Interim Director of Music. Chase will be with us for the summer 
and will likely conclude his time with us at the end of July, as he will begin studies at Duke Divinity School in Au-
gust.  

 The Session is continuing to develop procedures and protocols for a phased reopening.  Although we have decided 
to remain closed through the month of July and have not yet initiated opening our building and grounds to social 
gatherings, we want to ensure practices are in place for maintaining public health while people are present and for 
sanitizing the space after people depart. For example, it would be expected that people wear masks while they are 
gathered, maintain a social distance of at least six feet between household units, utilize hand sanitizer upon entry 
and exit, and not attend events or activities if they are presenting any symptoms of illness or if they have been 
around people who have. Although we are continuing to formalize these protocols and procedures while we remain 
closed, we will communicate them with the congregation once we initiate the phases of reopening. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF: 
C.R. Vest, bill vest’s brother, who passed away  
  
  
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck           Kenneth Winslow            Sara Piper             John Rinehart 
Bill and JoAnne Vest        Gail and George Twine           Lynn and Judy Watkins              
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas. 
  
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Ed Dixon , friends of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain cancer. 
Campbell Maben, friend of the Zirkles, who will be undergoing proton therapy 
Jane Brooks, JV Cline’s sister, who is undergoing radiation 
  
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:  
CHANDLER HOUSE: Frank Woodard   
JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser 
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 209) 
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE of JEFF CITY:   Paulette Bozeman, Pat Patton (# 307) 

MONTHLY INCOME 
JUNE TOTAL   $8,922.00 

($17,761 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE  
(YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 

   ACTUAL  PRORATED       YTD BUDGET 
INCOME $126,703.53*  $96,407.61**     $93,502.48 
EXPENSES $91,940.10***             $97,140.96 

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $34,763.43 

YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $4,467.51 

*This number includes memorials and stimulus donations designated to our general budget.  

** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in  January.  This number has been ad-

justed to reflect what actual giving through June would be, if completed  yearly pledges, 

were divided out monthly.  

***Expenses are lower than expected, due to the cancellation of services and activities over the last 

several months.   

If you have questions, please see Heather.  

“If you want to touch the 
past, touch a rock. If you 
want to touch the present, 
touch a flower. If you want 
to touch the future, touch a 
life.”  
—Author unknown  


