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Friends, 
      As I shared with you in last month’s newsletter, we are excited to welcome into our church family a new path to explore for 
our ministry together: The Creation Care Subcommittee, which has been tasked with inviting us into awe, wonder, and responsi-
bility for God’s good creation. As this vibrant ministry blossoms over the course of the summer and into the fall, there are a va-
riety of ways to begin getting involved with Creation Care during the month of July.  
     In worship, we have been exploring the ways our Creator meets us, provides for us, and restores us through all creation, and 
we will continue picking up on these themes during this year’s Vacation Bible School. This year’s VBS runs from Sunday, July 
7 through Tuesday, July 9 and will meet from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. All ages are invited to attend, and all are invited to bring friends 
and guests! Our theme this year is “Exploring God’s Creation,” and the Good Shepherd of Psalm 23 will be our focus. David 
Needs and a team of “herders” will be leading the children’s program through lessons, crafts, and outdoor activities, and Rev. 
Strickler will be leading the adult study that will meet in the sanctuary. To register for our children’s program, please fill out the 
insert in our Sunday bulletin and drop it off in one of the baskets located in the Narthex or back hallway, or bring it with you 
when you come to VBS. We hope to see you there! 
     We often turn to Psalm 23 in times of grief or sorrow, and we usually imagine it primarily as a statement about God’s charac-
ter of compassion and provision for us in those times of need. We don’t usually think of it when we turn to our beliefs about 
God as our Creator, about ourselves as creatures, or about the good creation. For those ideas, we usually turn to the opening 
chapters of Genesis. But it’s precisely because Psalm 23 is a profound statement of God’s provision for us in times of need that 
it is also a uniquely powerful affirmation of faith in God as our Creator. As our Shepherd, God the Creator is sovereign over our 
lives, provides for our livelihood, guides us through dark valleys, and gives us life and restoration. Part of what we will do in the 
adult VBS this summer is explore the way the psalms guide us into a vision of the Creator’s care, provision, and presence with 
us and all the creatures of this world. In this way, the psalms open conversations not only about the nature of our world that our 
Shepherd leads us through, but also the nature of our calling to tend and nurture it alongside our Shepherd. 
     As a tangible way to tend and nurture, and as part our initiative to breathe fresh life into our Mission Yard Sale this year, the 
Mission Yard Sale Taskforce will be hosting a Plant Sale on the Fourth of July, which will be located at the old city hall in 
downtown Jefferson City from 1:00–3:00 PM during the Fourth of July parade. If you are interested in getting involved or mak-
ing a purchase, please contact Rick Pinkerton-Long or Eva Zirkle. 
     May the Lord our Shepherd, the maker of heaven and earth, bless you and keep you this day and in the days to come, and 
may you find green pasture, still waters, and restoration for your souls this summer! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Dave 

OUT OF THE OFFICE 
Heather will be out of the office Monday, July 1 through Friday, July 5. The office will essentially be closed that 
week.  Angie will be answering phones and checking email.  If you need anything Office related, please contact 
her.    Dave will be out of the  office from Monday, July 15 through Sunday, July 21.  Christine Jones will be 
preaching on Sunday, July 21. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS ALMOST HERE! 
This year’s VBS runs from Sunday, July 7 through Tuesday, July 9 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM, and each 
night we will begin by gathering under the trees in the courtyard on the east side of the sanctuary. Our 
theme this year is “Exploring God’s Creation,” all ages are invited to attend, and all are invited to 
bring friends and guests! With the Good Shepherd of the twenty-third Psalm as our focus, David 
Needs and a team of “herders” will be leading the children’s program through lessons, crafts, and out-
door activities, and Rev. Strickler will be leading the adult study that will meet in the sanctuary. To 

register for our children’s program, please fill out the insert in Sunday’s bulletin and drop it off in one of the baskets located in 
the Narthex or back hallway, or bring it with you when you come to VBS. Hope to see you there! 

FINDING GOD ON SUMMER VACATION 
We recognize we go a lot of places during our summer breaks, and, wherever we go, God is always there, 
ready to restore our soul. While we take a break from regular Sunday School classes for the children and 
youth this summer (starting back with Youth Handbells on September 8!), the Christian Education Com-
mittee invites our children and their families to explore and share the ways God is restoring their souls dur-
ing their summer travels. Was restoration found while visiting another church on vacation? How about 
watching dolphins at the ocean as the sun goes down? Or, maybe, going to camp or learning new computer 
skills? We ask the youth (and the young at heart!) to share pictures, church bulletins, or other mementos of restoration by pin-
ning them on the bulletin board in the back hall. We will be blessed to see how God has restored your soul this summer! 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on Tuesday, June 11th, at 8:00 a.m. at Lisa’s Country Kitchen. 
 

 

GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY 

 On Sunday, July 14th, we will be having our Annual Gifts of Women Sunday.  Our guest minister will be Kay 
Florence.  We hope you will join us as we celebrate all the women in our church family. 

 
 

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ DELIVERY 
We are in need of volunteers to help with our next delivery of food from Midwest FoodBank on Wednes-
day, July 17th, at 11:45 a.m..  We will need help unloading, sorting and stocking the goods.   If you have 
any questions, please contact Linda Noonkesser (865-216-0715). 
 

 
SIT ‘N KNIT GROUP 

On Friday, July 19th, at 7:00 p.m. we will be having the Sit ‘n Knit gathering.  Location to be determined soon.   



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS from June 13, 2018 

 Session scheduled its July meeting for July 24th at 6:30 PM. The bulk of the meeting is to be set aside for intentional discern-
ment, using as a conversation partner Gradye Parsons’s book Our Connectional Church: The Hopeful Future of the PC
(USA). Please consider reaching out to our elders to contribute your observations and reflections about our congregation’s 
life and mission in advance of our July meeting. 

 Session approved a Congregational Meeting for August 25th following worship. The purpose of this Congregational Meeting 
is to elect this year’s Elder Nominating Committee, who will be tasked with nominating our next class of elders. Our practice 
is to draw representatives for the ENC from the Parlor and Fellowship Hall Sunday School classes, from the music program, 
from the youth, from the congregation at-large, and from the outgoing class of elders. Please begin considering whether you 
or someone close to you might be a good fit for this year’s ENC! 

 The Session approved Rev. Strickler’s remaining vacation and continuing education leave for the year. Vacation: July 15–21 
(Dr. Christine Jones will be preaching), October 14–20, and December 30–January 5; Continuing Education: September 16–
22 (for research and spiritual retreat) and November 4–10 (for research and for the Awakening Soul Retreat at Lutheridge, 
NC).   

                    I have been asked a few times when the brick and mortar work will be done.  Honestly I don’t know.  The first 
phase, repointing the chimneys and spires, is complete.  With the available funds we are moving onto the sec-
ond phase;  the crew will focus on degraded areas still requiring the lift truck.  The principal areas being 
worked are the front of the Sanctuary facing Church Street and the east side of the Education building.  There 
are additional areas needing repointing so we will see how far the available funds take us. 

    The lift truck the brick and mortar crew is using is leaving a lasting impression on the church grounds.  I have discussed the 
ruts with the contractor and we will work together and sink our teeth into solving the problem. 
     At the time of writing this there are two hand railings out for repair.  Perhaps by the time you all read this (early next month) 
they will be back in place.  At least I hope so. 

B&G 
CORNER 

1) AO week is a little different this year! In case some of you were wondering, we usually 
have a call out for volunteers by now. Due to some unusual circumstances, that is not the case 
this year. Jean-Ann Washam, Executive Director of Appalachian Outreach, shared with us 
that the two churches we normally feed are unable to attend during the week of July 4th. In-
stead, we will be feeding AO workers themselves (approx. 15), Monday July 
1st through Wednesday July 3rd. On Wednesday, folks attending a global education seminar at 

Carson-Newman will also be included, so perhaps 30-35 people. Therefore, between the existing breakfast team and CSC even-
ing teams, we do not need to ask for further volunteers. Our church enjoys partnering with this Appalachian Outreach ministry 
each year, and no doubt we will be back on schedule next year. 
  
2) The Mission Yard Sale Taskforce will be hosting a Plant Sale on Fourth of July! This is a new exploratory initiative this year, 
and will be held at the Old City Hall during the Fourth of July Parade. Set up for the sale will begin at 11:00 AM, and the sale 
will be held from 1:00–3:00 PM. 

Mission Yard Sale Corner 
 

Welcome to the Mission Yard Sale Corner! Let’s start with, this isn’t your grandmother’s yard sale, and we’d like to give you 
some updates. So, here we go! 
1.  Mark your calendar—Save the Date, 5 October!  The Annual First Presbyterian Church Yard Sale Main event is a go!  There 
will be some oldies but goodies: Sweet Shack, Apple Chapel, Food court, an updated Silent Auction, and of course, the plant 
sale.  There will also be some new items: Lemonade stand, non-profits’ yard sale, and more!  The “Finer Things” booth is being 
replaced with limited additions to the Silent Auction.  So, if you have any items such as those that previously went to “Finer 
Things”, or any special items, that you would like to donate, please contact Susan Clouser (772-708-4593). If you have a large 
item such as a vehicle, tractor or a boat please contact Catherine Bard (910-635-5734).  Finally, if you would like to volunteer to 
help set up or break down on the day of the Yard Sale, please contact Kent Clouser (772-708-4408). Remember, all proceeds go 
to Safe Space.  
2.  As an adjunct to our Annual Mission Yard Sale, our first fund raising event will be a Plant Sale on the 4th of July in front of 
the Jefferson City’s old city hall, setting up at 11:00 AM and going until 3:00 PM.  If you would like to see or purchase any of 
the plants after church services, they are being stored in the rear of the church and someone from the Yard sale task force will be 
there for a short while to assist you. If you would like to volunteer to assist with this event please contact Eva Zirkle (865-640-
8745) or Rick Pinkerton (865-474-0932).  
3.  Just a reminder, please continue to bring your ‘gently used’ items to the Karm Thrift Store. You can visit KARMStores.com/
locations to find a store nearest you. It is important to tell them that you are from First Presbyterian Church in Jefferson City, so 
our church can get credit for your donation.  We have already started receiving gift cards for the store which will be distributed 
to those in need as part of our Church’s emergency relief fund. Thank you. 
4.  Would you like to help folks who want to donate to KARM but have no way to get their donations there?  If you have a truck 
or a large van and would be willing to volunteer to pickup and transport items to KARM for those in our congregation who are 
unable, please sign up on the list outside Heather’s office. If we can get enough people to sign up, we can make this a win-win 
situation for everyone. We already have volunteers to act as our dispatchers.  Please consider this. 


