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Dear Church Family, 
     In the last couple months, we have seen a barrage of major days in life of our church. In addition to the big liturgi-
cal days—Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday—we have 
also celebrated a variety of days that have been “big” for other reasons: our return to the sanctuary for in-person wor-
ship, celebrations of life for several long-time members of our church family who passed away during the past year. 
All of these moments have helped us mark the time, not only reminding us of the losses we have endured over the past 
year, but also helping us remember how our losses, along with our whole lives, are taken up into the Gospel story. 
     We use time in church to tell the story of the Gospel because it takes time to become disciples. We mark our days 
with decisive events in the life of God-with-us, so that even as God in Christ by the Spirit took the time to be joined 
with us over the course of salvation history, we also take time to be joined with God and one another. Becoming disci-
ples takes time, and the course of our lives is the journey of our stories becoming joined to God’s story. 
     The recent barrage of major holy days in the church year can be misleading. The passion, death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus, the outpouring of the Spirit—these are the stuff of Creeds. But the life of faith, for the most part, is 
not lived or experienced as a barrage of special days, and we are only half way through the year. High and low mo-
ments, as life-defining as they can be, are generally few and far between. Most of the life of faith takes place once the 
highs and lows have come and gone. Most of the time, life feels much more ordinary.  
     Not no coincidentally, half of the church year is what we call Ordinary Time. Ordinary Time—as distinct from the 
seasons of Advent, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter—is measured by “Sundays after Pentecost,” and there are a lot of 
them. Through the Summer and Fall we will get all the way to the Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost before we 
reach the last day in the church year, Christ the King Sunday at the end of November.  
     The fact that the Season after Pentecost is the longest single unit of time in the church year is telling. Life as a dis-
ciple is lived after Pentecost: the Spirit has come upon us, and we live in light of the risen life of Jesus. But this life 
involves a lot of waiting, longing, and hope deferred. It is a life filled with the Spirit’s power, yes, but it is also an or-
dinary life. The long season of Ordinary Time can feel like a slog—grueling, especially during those hot Summer 
months—but this is where Christian discipleship hits the ground: with the way we live our daily lives.  
     There is nothing wrong with the ordinary. In fact, the ordinary is precisely the kind of life that the Spirit of God has 
filled with grace, love, power, and joy. It is none other than this ordinary life that Jesus of Nazareth lived and re-
deemed. It is nothing less than this life that has been granted us to live abundantly, to the fullest and running over. The 
beauty of ordinary life, ordinary moments—a sunset spent with a spouse, hearing a child laughing at silly jokes, feel-
ing the wind move upon the grass, drinks with a friend around a fire—these are the moments that make life worth liv-
ing, worth enduring in the lows and worth celebrating at the highs. 
     As we enter a new season in the time after Pentecost, I hope this message reaches you well, and that your summer 
is off to a great (and shall I also say ordinary?) start! 
  
In Christ, 
Dave 

UPCOMNG OFFICE SCHEDULE  
FOR SUMMER 

 
The office will be closed on Monday, 
June 7.  
 
Beginning on Tuesday, June 8th  

through Thursday, August 5th Heather will be in the 
office Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  
 
Dave will be out of the office for continuing educa-
tion June 7-13 and July 19-25. 
 
Heather will be out of the office July 5-9.  

MEN’S PRAYER  BREAKFAST 
The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast is 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 8th at 
8:00 a.m. by Zoom.  Please watch 

your emails for the Zoom invitation. 
 

 
CHURCH STREET  
CAFÉ  DELIVERY 

We are in need of volunteers to 
help with our next delivery of food 
from Midwest FoodBank on 

Wednesday, June 16th at 11:30 a.m.  We will need 
help unloading, sorting and stocking the goods.   If 
you have any questions, please contact Linda 
Noonkesser (865-216-0715). 



 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
We will be collecting the Pentecost Offer-
ing throughout the month of June.  There 
will be special envelopes in the pews or you 
can simply note on your offering that it is 
for Pentecost.  60% of the donations re-
ceived will go back to the PCUSA, while 

the remaining 40% is donated to a local organization.  
This year, the mission committee, has chosen the Boys 
and Girls Club of Dumplin Valley as the recipient.   

MISSION CORNER 
     Your Mission Committee has been busy evaluating applications for grant support from our Mission endowment 
and deciding which applications we will fund.  For 2021, we have decided to fund Joining Hands Health Center, Sen-
ior Citizens Home Assistance Service, Sunset Gap, and Holston Presbytery Camp, which will be buying an AED unit 
with their grant.  Their staff has had the training, but had no unit to use in case of emergency at the Camp. 
     Also, the Mission Committee has decided that the 40% of the PCUSA Pentecost Offering, which we will be col-
lecting during the month of June, will go to Boys & Girls Club, Dumplin Valley, along with a small amount from the 
Mission endowment fund.  Please be generous! 
      One of the pieces of information we request on our grant applications is how we can pray for each organiza-
tion.  We will include one such request in each newsletter – though do feel free to include any and all of our mission 
partners in your prayers!  If you would like the whole list sent to you, please contact Carol Antoniewicz.  For this 
month, please pray for Recovery House (4th Judicial District Recovery Services): due to financial hardship they have 
been forced to close their residential program.  But they let us know that the Recovery Court will continue to operate, 
and they simply ask that we pray for the program to serve the needs of the area. 

HAVE YOU TAKEN A 
PEEK INSIDE  THE  
LITTLE LIBRARY? 

We now have a Little Library 
installed near the ramp to the 
Fellowship Hall door, filled to 
the brim with children’s 
books.  It’s free – take a book, 
leave a book.  We’re hoping 
that our neighbors who come 
for CSC will be avid users of 
it, along with anyone else who 
happens along!  Some of the children of the church 
have been visiting it before each Sunday ser-
vice.  Soon it will have a sign on it so that people are 
aware of what it is and how it works.  Please use it! 

It is with great humbleness and thanks 
that my sons and daughter-in-marriage 
thank all of you who contributed your 
time , food and other services to honor 
and remember John at his Celebration 

May 15.  The food was extraordinary and I can as-
sure you that every one of my family members were 
blessed by it all. 
     Our gratitude also to all who helped setting up tables 
outside, to those of you who helped by recording the ser-
vice and having the tv available for our pictures.  The 
generosity and caring of this church will not be forgot-
ten. 
 
—Debby, Mike, Lynn, Aaron and all of our extended 

family  

     Let’s see, this month is starting with 
odds and ends.  Our fire alarm company 
upgraded the cellular capability of our 
system to 5G since 3G will no longer be 
supported as of February 2022.   
    More big news, we are expecting a new 

garbage cart to replace the one with a large crack/tear; 
good thing there are no bears in Jefferson City. 
     The Committee is facing some minor (hopefully) chal-
lenges.  The Furnace Basement dehumidifier is freezing 
up and out of warranty.  We are probably looking at a re-
placement.  A couple of Sanctuary spotlights are out and 
they are along way up there.  Perhaps the Holy Spirit can 
give us a hand with these.  And since we are talking about 
lights, the Education Level “Exit” light is out as was 
pointed out during a recent Fire Department inspection.   
     The Committee has discussed the replacement of the 
benches around the Memorial Bricks.  One bench is pretty 
beat up and another does not sit level.  All four are look-
ing worn so we are looking to freshen up the area.  If you 
have any bench thoughts or ideas please let the B&G 
Committee know, we would appreciate the input.     

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: “READING FROM THE MARGINS BOOK CLUB” 
Join us for an exciting community-wide book club! The purpose of this book club is to create an 
intentional space to talk about race in our community, build relationships, and educate ourselves. 
Participants are coming from a variety of churches in the area, as well as being drawn from beyond 
church membership, and the intent of the group is to serve the community as a whole. We are start-
ing with a fantastic book called Four Hundred Souls: A Community History of African America, 
1619-2019, edited by Ibram Kendi and Keisha Blain (2021), and it is available in hard copy, e-
book, and audiobook formats. The beauty of this book is its short chapters. This study has the po-
tential to keep us engaged for a long time, without too much of a heavy burden of prep for each 

meeting. Meetings will take place at the Bonner Center at noon on a biweekly basis (this month: June 2, 16, 30), and 
you can attend either in person or by Zoom (the invite will be sent out in advance of each gathering). Please consider 
joining us, and if you have any questions, please be in touch with Dave (828-292-1664). 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
Our graduate recognition Sunday will be in Ju-
ly.  Please watch your weekly announcements 
and bulletins for more information.   

AO WEEK VOLUNTEERS 
We are in the process of  
getting volunteers for our week of feeding the Appalachi-
an Outreach Volunteers.   Our week is July 5-8, we will 
be providing breakfast and lunch each day.  If you are in-
terested in volunteering, please contact the church office.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
(May 13, 2021) 

• As part of his Pastor’s Report, Dave shared that 
he will be returning to regular office hours in 
June, and will be available Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and otherwise by 
appointment.  

• In addition, Session approved continuing educa-
tion leave for Dave on June 7–13 and July 19–25. 
The week in June will be used attending the Sum-
mer Study program hosted (online) by Yale Di-
vinity School; Dave selected the course, “The 
Practice of Faith during Traumatic Times.” For 
the week in July, Dave will pursue a self-guided 
study and plans to research themes of belonging 
and spirituality. This completes Dave’s continuing 
education leave for 2021. 

• Dave also shared the report that he has been test-
ing the waters in the community to develop a 
book club and discussion group oriented to ex-
ploring race. The group met for the first time on 
May 19, and had a great turnout at the Creek Ca-
fé—however, the consensus was to shift venues to 
a quieter location. Starting on June 2, The group 
will meet biweekly at 12:00 PM at the Bonner 
Center. For more information, please see the an-
nouncement in this month’s newsletter: “Reading 
from the Margins Book Club.” 

• Session discussed our current situation regarding 
livestreaming worship services, which have fre-
quently been interrupted due to issues related to 
internet speed. Rather than pursuing a costly up-
grade, we decided to try for livestreaming at a re-
duced resolution, and if that does not work to pur-
sue a route of recording services and posting them 
online later in the day on Sunday afternoon (by 
4:00 PM). That being said, for the moment, 
livestreaming has been successful at a lower reso-
lution. We will be in touch about any changes as 
this situation develops. 

• Session approved the celebration of the sacrament 
of Baptism for Phillip Strickler on June 20. 

• In receiving reports from the Fellowship & Evan-
gelism and Worship Committees, we are excited 
about the prospect of several key events coming 
up this summer: Gifts of Men Sunday (June 20, 
Father’s Day), Appalachian Outreach Week (July 
5–9), the Education Sunday and the Blessing of 
the Backpacks (August 8), and Youth Sunday 
(August 29). In addition, we are in the midst of 
planning the Annual Church Picnic, so please be 
on the look out for more information over the 
course of the summer. 



 PRAYER CONCERNS 
  
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck        David Skeen     Denny Pryor     Sara Piper   Bill and JoAnne Vest    Doug and Cindy Moses     
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas. 
 
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Caroline DiStefano, Debby Rinehart’s cousin, who is being treated for breast cancer  
Norman Clinard, friend of Debby Rinehart, who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's and his wife, Brenda, who is  
      taking care of him  
Chris Sawyer, Anne Woodruff’s son-in-law, who is under going cancer treatments  
Dennis, Ted Folsom’s brother-in-law, who has COPD  
Mike Carlevato, coworker of Beth Folsom,  who is being treated for cancer treatments 
Jim Parker, friend of Beth & Ted Folsom 
Carolyn, Ted Folsom’s cousin, who is undergoing chemotherapy  
Shawn Frost, Janice Wintermute’s cousin, who is undergoing chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer 
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain cancer 
 
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:    
THE HERITAGE CENTER:  Cindy Moses     LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 209)  
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE:   Paulette Bozeman   JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser, Nancy Romine 

 

 
MONTHLY INCOME 

MAY /TOTAL   $11,640.00 
($16,140 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD)  
INCOME/EXPENSES 

 

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $25,281.91 
 

YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -
$10,188.09 

 
** Some members pay the entirety of their yearly pledges at 
different times of the year.  This number has been adjusted to 
reflect what actual giving through May would be, if complet-
ed  yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.  If you have 

questions, please see Heather.  

COLLECTING CANNED GOODS FOR 
CHURCH STREET CAFÉ  

 
 

FOR JUNE WE ARE COLLECTING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL JARS OF PEANUT BUTTER 
CANNED TUNA 

CANNED GREEN BEANS 
 
 

FOR JULY WE WILL BE COLLECTING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL JARS OF PEANUT BUTTER 
CANNED CHICKEN  

CANNED CORN 


