Dear Church Family,
As we round the corner after a year away from our
building, we are beginning to return, and I am finding
words difficult to come by. I am grateful for all we have
accomplished in an unimaginable year. I grieve for all we
have lost. I look with hope for all that is to come. This will
be a month for returning, marking, and beginning. We gather in person for worship, likely outside, on Sunday, May 2,
yet we return to our sanctuary on Sunday, May 9. We begin
to mark losses in our church family through services of remembrance: Ken Winslow on May 14, John Rinehart on
May 15, Gail Twine on May 31. We mark our return to tradition with an ecumenical Pentecost service on May 23,
and we pray the Spirit fills us with power, joy, and courage
for beginning anew.
In the storms of the past year, I have found my spirituality deepening out of necessity, much as a tree’s roots dig in
for dear life. The nutrients that have nourished me have
often been quiet moments—sometimes in silence, sometimes in prayer with others, sometimes in prayer through
poetry written by others. For this reason, I want to share
with you two pieces that have nourished me, and then one
that I have written by way of response. These have been a
source of life to me in this time. What has been a source of
life for you? Where have you drawn nutrition? What has
restored your soul? Where have your roots deepened?
Where have they become dry? How might they be watered
again?
The poet-prophet Isaiah once saw a vision of streams of
water filling dry places:
The desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly…
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert. (Isaiah 35:1b-2a, 6b)
May we find such waters in the days ahead, and may we
see such blossoming abundance. The Lord has called us to
this place and will give us what we need. Take care, and the
Lord bless you and keep you in the month ahead!

First Presbyterian Church
721 Church St.
Jefferson City, TN 37760

Grace and Peace,
Dave
Prayer on the Twenty-Sixth Day of the Month
From Padraig O Tuama, Daily Prayer with the Corrymeela
Community (Canterbury Press, 2017)

AO GOLF TOURNAMENT
As the days are getting warmer, I am reminded that it is almost time for our 15th Annual Tom Cronan Golf Tournament. Last year the event was postponed from May to July. We had a solid event but not without a lot of work. The
pandemic brought with it not only increased needs but challenges with our events. We were unable to host our Celebration Banquet. In addition, we had to alter our School Supply Drive and Coats for the Cold. Saying that 2020 was a
challenge is an understatement. Yet God provided as He always does. It was difficult but Appalachian Outreach remained open.
Appalachian Outreach typically host only two main fundraisers (golf tournament and banquet). These are essential
in raising funding for the ministry. PLEASE be prayerful in how you can be involved.
—Jean-Ann Washam

**Brochures are available in the church office and will be emailed to everyone.**

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)
Jesus, you shared peace
around a table of anxiety,
peace with the bread, peace with the wine,
peace in the face of the uncertain,
peace in the place of pain.
May we share tables of peace
in places of pain,
sharing food and friendship
and words and life.
Because you came to a fearful world

and found your place
around those tables.
Amen.
On Reading Genesis 12–25 (September 13, 2002)
From Inscribing the Text: Sermons and Prayers of Walter
Brueggemann (Fortress Press, 2004)
You are a God who awes us and astonishes us.
You are a God who selects a
dysfunctional family to carry your future.
You are a God who dwells with barren women
who become mothers in Israel.
You are a God who makes promises with no
evidence at hand or in sight.
You are a God powerful in purpose,
hidden in performance,
faithful over time.
And we are among those drawn into the orbit of
your life;
a life teeming with impossibilities
so hard to trust,
so impossible to explain,
so precious to treasure.
Give us this day the freedom to be amazed
and to trust your way among us,
even when the world seems closed
to all futures.
We praise you, future-creating God. Amen.
We are not yet through
We are not yet through,
but we have come farther than ever before.
There is more to go,
but less than yesterday.
We are not yet through,
but we have seen
we can do more
than we ever imagined.
The truth is this: we have always been on the way.
Before loss, before pandemic, before 2020,
we have always been on the way.
These things are part of the path that has become our journey.
And our journey is good,
because it is ours,
because it is where God meets us,
because it is where God walks with us through the
unimaginable.
We question, we mourn, we learn, we wrestle, we wonder,
we endure.
We are still here.
And we are not yet through,
and God is not yet through with us,
and we are not yet through with God.

WOMEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST
The Women’s Prayer Breakfast has been cancelled for
May. We will not be meeting through the summer, so our next meeting will be
in September.
MEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST
The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for Tuesday,
May 11th at 8:00 a.m. by Zoom.
Please watch your emails for the Zoom invitation.

CHURCH STREET
CAFÉ DELIVERY
We are in need of volunteers to
help with our next delivery of
food from Midwest FoodBank on
Wednesday, May 12th at 11:30 a.m. We will need
help unloading, sorting and stocking the goods. If
you have any questions, please contact Linda
Noonkesser (865-216-0715).
PENTECOST SERVICE
This year’s Pentecost Service will be Sunday, May
23, at 11:00 a.m. at First
Baptist Church. This is will be a joint service with
First United Methodist, First Baptist, First Presbyterian and Martha Davis. We will collect our PCUSA
Pentecost Offering during the month of June.

There will be a Memorial
Service for Ken Winslow
on Friday, May 14th, at
the church. Time to be
determined.

There will be a Memorial Service for John Rinehart
on Saturday, May 15th, at 1:30 p.m. at the church.
There will be a virtual Memorial Service for Gail
Twine on Monday, May 31. More details about this
service will be coming. Please watch your weekly
announcements.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
We will be having our Graduate Recognition Sunday in early June. Please let
Heather know if you have someone who is
graduating from High School, College or
Post-Graduate Studies so that we can honor
them. We will need their name, school, and plans after graduation if you know. Please send the information to Heather by Sunday, May 9th.
ATTENTION HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS!
The Christian Education (CE)
committee would like to invite
all high school seniors in our
congregation to consider applying for the Judy Sites Memorial
Education Scholarship. Judy
Sites was an educator in the Jefferson County School system
and believed strongly in the value of education to
shape and change young lives. Following her untimely
death, Tom Sites established this scholarship fund to
seek to reward applicants who are of good character,
perform well academically, and are active in the community. Given the area of career specialization of
Mrs. Sites, special consideration will be given to those
with special needs, or those who are planning a course
of study pertaining to the provision of education or
other services to those with special needs. If you are
interested in applying for this scholarship, simply
write a letter by June 25 to First Presbyterian Church,
c/o the CE committee, expressing how you meet the
criteria for the Judy Sites Memorial Education Scholarship summarized above. The committee will notify
you of the award and set up a date this summer to present the scholarship to you in worship.
CHURCH STREET CAFÉ
BAGS
During each Church Street Café
meal we give each family a bag
of non-perishable items. The
bags contain such items as cereal,
peanut butter, canned chicken,
canned tuna, a variety of canned
vegetables and fruits, individual
oatmeal packets, etc. To fill one
bag costs between $10-$12. If
you would like to donate any
canned goods, they can be brought on Sundays or left at
the Fellowship Hall door Monday-Thursdays between
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Monetary donations are always welcome! A $100 donation can fill 8-10 bags!! If you have
any questions, please contact Linda Noonkesser or
Heather in the church office.

PRAYER CONCERNS
SPECIAL CONCERNS: Arlene Peck David Skeen Denny Pryor Sara Piper
Doug & Cindy Moses
Neal Beck
Sherry, friend of Katie Porter, whose mother is not doing well
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas.

Bill & JoAnne Vest

ILL AND RECOVERING:
Caroline DiStefano. Debby Rinehart’s cousin, who is being treated for breast cancer
Martha Sanders, who is recovering from gall bladder surgery
Norman Clinard, friend of Debby Rinehart, who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's and his wife, Brenda, who is
taking care of him
Carole and Bob, friends of Martha Sanders, Carole had a severe stroke and is not expected to make it
Chris Sawyer, Anne Woodruff’s son-in-law, who has a mass on his spine
Dennis, Ted Folsom’s brother-in-law, who has COPD and not doing well
Mike Carlevato, coworker of Beth Folsom, who is undergoing cancer treatments
Jim Parker, friend of Beth & Ted Folsom, who is undergoing testing for back issues
JoAnne Powell, sister-in-law of Kay Gowan, who recently had a stroke, and for Jon Powell, spouse of JoAnne, who
will need support through this time
Ann Canfield, Debby Rinehart’s cousin, has completed radiation and awaiting the next steps of treatment
Carolyn, Ted Folsom’s cousin, who is undergoing chemotherapy
Shawn Frost, Janice Wintermute’s cousin, who is undergoing chemotherapy for stage 4 pancreatic cancer
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain cancer
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES: LIFECARE MORRISTOWN: Elsie Sorey (# 209)
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE: Paulette Bozeman
JEFFERSON PARK: John Moser, Nancy Romine, Lynn Watkins (#201)

•

•

•
•
•

APRIL SESSION HIGHLIGHTS—April 15, 2020
Rev. Strickler offered a report on the quarterly meeting of the Appalachian Outreach Advisory Board (4/21).
Please see the announcement in this month’s newsletter about registering for the Tom Cronon Memorial Golf
Classic if you are interested in supporting AO through this event. In addition, we are pleased to celebrate with AO
their award of Non-Profit of the Year for 2020 by the Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce. We are excited to
continue our support of AO through their summer program providing home repair in our community; our week is
currently scheduled for July 5 – 9, and at this stage we already have one team signed up!
Session decided to continue our procedure of meeting for in person worship outside, unless weather is inclement,
in which case we will meet in our sanctuary. We will continue this procedure until Sunday, May 9, at which time
we will plan to be fully back in the sanctuary! Whether we are inside or outside, we will also continue to provide
a livestream of our services on Facebook. We are currently working to implement the next stages of reopening
with regard to Sunday School and other activities. Be on the lookout for more information in the weeks ahead!
Session decided to continue holding Zoom Fellowship and Bible Study on Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM, and to
meet as a Session on the second Thursdays of the month at 7:30 PM.
The Session received reports from the Mission and Stewardship & Finance Committees, and performed its firstquarter review of the church’s financials.
Session approved one week of vacation for Rev. Strickler on Monday, May 24 – Sunday, May 30. Rev. Strickler
has three weeks of vacation and two weeks of study leave remaining for 2021.
MISSION CORNER
During the month of May, please consider contributing diapers, any size, in honor of Debby
Rinehart’s new grandson, Rembrandt Wolf Zelinski, born March 19, 2021. Donations may
be placed on the front pew in the sanctuary. All contributions will be distributed among our
mission partners SafeSpace, Recovery House, and Samaritan House, depending on the needs
of each organization at the end of May.

THE NECESSITIES PANTRY
The Necessities Pantry at the local Douglas Cherokee Neighborhood Center continues to support the needs of our more disadvantaged citizens. Its main focus is
providing assistance for citizens to access federal, state, and local financial assistance for their needs in the areas of rent, utilities, food and other commodities. Quarterly, government surplus commodities are distributed. The Necessities
Pantry is a local, on-site resource they use for immediate needs of clients. It is
stocked by several churches, in addition to ours.
Our Mission Committee maintains a labeled bin on the Sunday School Hall for
collecting our donations. Cathy, the center director, says they are always in need of
basic personal hygiene items as well as housecleaning items. For further information, contact Eva Zirkle.

MONTHLY INCOME
APRIL /TOTAL
$8,140.00
($16,140 is needed monthly to meet budget)

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD)
INCOME/EXPENSES

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $27,333.43
YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$11,422.57
** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in January. This number has been adjusted to reflect what
actual giving through April would be, if completed yearly pledges, were divided out monthly. If you have
questions, please see Heather.

ONLINE GIVING DIRECTIONS
We have updated our giving options online to make things more streamlined for you as a user and for the church. Below you will find step by step instructions on how to use this new system.
1.
Go to fpcjeffcity.org
2.
Select Giving from the top menu and select Donate Here at bottom of page
3.
This will take you to a secure site through Vanco with our current giving options.
4.
Select the Mission ( i.e. Regular Offering, CSC, Five Cents a Meal, One Great Hour of Sharing, or Emergency Community Support Fund) you wish to give too
5.
You will then be asked to enter an amount, frequency, and start date. Once you fill out those fields, select add to basket.
6.
At this point you can add additional giving ways to “your basket” (you follow step 5, for each way you
wish to give) or select continue to payment.
7.
Enter your credit card or banking for information. (At this step, you also have the option to contribute to
the fees the church pays for processing. THIS IS COMPLETELY OPTIONAL) Click continue to review.
8.
You should see a final summary of all donations you wish to make, if it is correct, click submit.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me in the church office. If there is a fund you would like to contribute to, but don't see it listed, please let me know and we can add it to our list of giving options.
PRAYER SHAWL/SCARF REQUEST STEPS
1. Notify Dave or Heather with your request.
2. Give name of recipient and share any information needed.
3. Please contact Eva Zirkle or Debby Rinehart (contact info below) to arrange a time to
pick up. If you would like to personally pick out the shawl/scarf you are welcome to do
that.
4. It is your responsibility to deliver the item to your recipient.
Eva Zirkle—865-475-4329 (H) or 865-640-8745 (C)
Debby Rinehart—423-581-3135 (H) or 423-277-3240 (C); debby.rinehart@gmail.com
We are very pleased to have this ministry for all of us to share and comfort those
we love and care about in their time of need.
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR
WESTVIEW CEMETERY:
Since 1961, Westview Cemetery has been under the care of
a
cooperative
ministry
among First Presbyterian, First
United Methodist, First Baptist,
Carson Newman, and the City
of Jefferson City. Currently,
the Cemetery is facing financial hardship, so the Cemetery Board has proposed
that each of the sponsoring organizations take up a
special offering to help cover this summer’s mowing,
trim and insurance expenses. Our goal is to raise
$500 from our church. In addition, First Presbyterian,
First United Methodist, and First Baptist Churches
will all be focusing on this shared ministry during
our services on Memorial Day Weekend (Sunday,
May 30th) and will be taking up a special offering
that morning. In the meantime, if you’d like to make
a contribution to this ministry now, please send a
check to the church with WESTVIEW CEMETERY
in the memo line, or give online through our church
website. Thank you for helping us support this important service to our community!

Well it’s done! With the help of Seal
Heat and Air five air sanitization devices
were installed in the air handlers. For
those of you that like details the device is
made by Phenomenal Aire and is called a
Series R6 Cold Plasma Generator (CPG).
Again the idea is to clean the air by creating charged ions
which act as a natural scrubbing against dust, mold, pollen, bacteria, viruses, smoke, odor and VOCs (volatile
organic compounds). Hopefully we will all be able to
breathe a little easier when we are back in our building.
The Committee would also like to hi-light a couple of
new additions in our yard (and no I am not referring to
weeds). Teaming up again with Creation Care (did you
notice a theme so far this year) there is a completed Children’s Garden area just outside the play-yard fence. So
now the kids can get really dirty before coming into
church. In addition, with the help of Jefferson County
high school students, we have a Little Library station near
the kitchen ramp on Deborah Street. This gives all the
youngins the opportunity to exchange books and share the
joy of reading.
If you would to be part of the Building & Grounds
Committee please contact Kerry Antoniewicz or Troy Evans. Finally, as always, please pass along any issues or
project ideas.

