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Dear Church Family, 
      Ordinarily, I would be writing to you this month to 
help get us in the spirit of Easter, and although Easter 
will be a different experience this year, I still write in 
the same spirit. As I look ahead at the Scripture reading 
for Easter Sunday this year (John 20:1-18), I am struck 
that there is fitting instruction for us in this season of 
social distancing. When Mary Magdalene sees the risen 
Jesus outside the empty tomb he says to her, “Do not 
hold on to me!” I have been glad to see this floating 
around on Facebook as a meme: “As I recall, the first 
Easter was just Jesus and Mary Magdalene. And he 
told her not to touch him. #socialdistanceeaster” There 
is no question that we are navigating uncharted waters, 
but Jesus is still Lord, he is still risen, and we are still 
his church, called to proclaim the good news. 
      Our Session met for a called meeting on Wednes-
day, March 25 by video-conference and I want to share 
with you about the steps we are taking to adapt, recog-
nizing that things change frequently and often drasti-
cally on a weekly and daily basis. 
      Worship We have decided to extend our cancella-
tion of services and church events through the end of 
April. We will be re-evaluating every two weeks to de-
cide what is the best course of action and will keep you 
updated. As we continue our time away from our sanc-
tuary, we are looking for ways to engage in meaningful 
worship from a social distance and in our homes. We 
have now successfully incorporated the use of video 
recording for Sunday mornings, which you can find on 
our church website, and we will continue exploring op-
tions to enhance this experience. In the meantime, we 
continue to ask you to share with us your ideas, ques-
tions, or concerns about how this is going for you. 
      Christian Education We are also exploring op-
tions for Christian Education during this time. This 
coming Sunday, April 5, at 9:45 a.m., we are going to 
experiment with a live video conference for Sunday 
School! If you would like to join in, please email or 
text me with your best email address, and I can send 
you the invitation as well as additional instructions. In 
addition, the devotionals many in our church family 
use, These Days, are available in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please let us know. 
Although we are nearing the end of the season of Lent, 
there are also some Lenten devotionals still on hand 
that we could also send to you if you would like one. 
     Who’s your buddy? Kay Rutherford-Williams and 
I have been talking about how Congregational Care can 
support our church family through the unique challeng-
es of this time, and we want to try something. During 
this time of social distancing, it is all the more im-
portant that we stay connected with one another. We 
would like to take this opportunity to invite you to 

choose a buddy with whom you will commit to stay in 
contact, at least on a weekly basis. We are not telling 
you to ignore your other friends! And we are not saying 
this can’t be somebody you’re already talking with reg-
ularly. What we have in mind is that we all have a per-
son we will touch base with, not only to ensure we’re 
all staying in fellowship, but also to ensure we can 
work together if any sudden needs arise (for example, 
braving a run out to the grocery store on behalf of those 
in our congregation who are being strongly urged to 
stay home). This is also an opportunity for us to take on 
a creative act of ministry during a strange time in our 
church’s life, and, at the very least, it gives us some-
thing to do! If you would like to accept this invitation, 
please let us know by Tuesday, April 7 who your buddy 
is! 
     Church Office and Contact In light of how much 
communication we are doing by email and phone, now 
would be a good time to ensure we have your up-to-
date contact information, so please let us know if any-
thing has changed since last May when we sent out our 
last updated directory. Heather and I are doing what we 
can to work from home, but there are instances in 
which we need to be in the church office for particular 
tasks. In order to reduce foot-traffic through the church 
building, we ask that you opt for communicating with 
us by phone or email. If you need to reach Heather di-
rectly on a day she is working from home, please know 
she is checking email regularly and that she is also able 
to check messages on the church answering machine 
from home. 
     Remember that in Christ all things hold together 
(Colossians 1:17). Remember that in him, nothing can 
separate us from the love of God. “Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ?” the apostle Paul asks, “Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or na-
kedness, or peril, or sword? No,” he says to us. For, in 
these days approaching Easter, we announce the good 
news that “It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed in-
tercedes for us.” Therefore, “in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:34-39). 
  
In Christ,  
Dave 



MARCH 11, 2020 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 A significant part of our March meeting of Session was dedicated to discussing impending health concerns (e.g., 

we decided to suspend the passing of the Peace during worship), which became moot only three days later when 
we entered the world in which we now live of COVID-19—beginning in earnest for us as a congregation when we 
cancelled our first two weeks of services on Friday, March 13. In fact, many aspects of our regular business at 
Session now feel immaterial, since we made the decision to cancel services and events through the end of April 
(e.g., the March and April calendars are now quite bare). In theory, we still hope to be working toward a coopera-
tive worship service for Pentecost (May 31) with First United Methodist Church and First Baptist Church, as well 
as a cooperative Vacation Bible School with First Baptist, First United Methodist, Martha Davis, and Boyd Chap-
el on June 14-18, but we will have to see in the coming weeks and months if gatherings of that kind are permissi-
ble/advisable. 

 We met with Tim Benson, whose marriage we approved to take place in our sanctuary on June 6 at our February 
meeting of Session, to talk over details of how our facilities would be used. At our subsequent meeting of Session 
by teleconference (March 25), the Session decided that the building is not to be used for gatherings of any kind 
while services are cancelled (through the end of April), so we will be in contact with the couple in the future about 
where things stand. 

 Session approved the following study leave and vacation time for Pastor Strickler, however please be aware that 
some of this may change in light of the more recent developments related to cancellation of services and activities: 

 Study Leave: Monday 4/27–Sunday 5/3 (Prepare and Enrich Facilitator Training) 
 Vacation: Thursday 6/18–Wednesday 6/24 and Monday 7/27–Sunday 8/2 

 The April meeting of Session was moved from April 8 to April 15 to accommodate for the full schedule of Holy 
Week. 

 We also received the Commissioner’s Report from Elder Shanna Carmack on the proceedings of the stated Meet-
ing of Holston Presbytery (which took place on March 7), and the Committee Reports from Building & Grounds 
and Christian Education. If you would like more information about these reports, please contact either Clerk of 
Session Ted Folsom or Pastor Strickler. 

YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 
 
   YTD ACTUAL YTD PRORATED   YTD BUDGET 
INCOME $79,341.82  $43,180.74**      $46,751.20  
EXPENSES $46,169.19        $48,992.54 
 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $33,172.63 
 

YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$2,988.45 
 

** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in January.  
 This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giving through 

March would be,  if completed yearly pledges, were divided out monthly.  
 If you have questions, please see Heather.  

MONTHLY INCOME 
MARCH 1        $5,040 
MARCH 8        $2,270 
MARCH 15-31      $14,617 
 
TOTAL        $21,927 
 
($16,329.33 is needed monthly) 

 

NEW ADDRESS DIRECTORY 
A updated address directory will be printed in the coming weeks/month, if you have changed your infor-
mation (address, phone number or email address) or if we do not have your information, please email 
Heather at fpcjctn@gmail.com or call the office at 865-475-2761. 

THANK YOU FROM THE ANTONIEWICZ/MORGAN CLAN 
Carol Antoniewicz wishes to thank everyone who took part in providing food for the Ruth Morgan celebration of life 
service and the gathered family several weeks ago.  I especially thank Kay Williams for organizing it all!  It was deli-
cious, and generous, and allowed us to eat well and spend more time visiting with each other during the brief time we 
had together, had we had to actually shop and cook.  We had about 20 people total, so all that food was extremely 
welcome!  Thanks again, everyone! 

GIVING REMINDER 
We know that our schedule has changed for the next few weeks. Unfortunately, what hasn’t changed is that while the 
building is empty we continue to have bills that need to be paid.  It may seem like a small thing, but it matters that we 
continue to get your offering, as long as you are fiscally able.  We encourage you to give online by going to  
http://fpcjeffcity.org/giving  or by mailing your check into the church (721 Church St., Jefferson City, TN 
37760).   Thank you for your continued support and we hope you are remaining well. 
   
Blessings, 
Katie Lupton, Chair of Stewardship & Finance 
Heather Hill, Church Administrator 

You can share posts on our Church’s Facebook page. During this time that so many of us are 
finding creative ways to stay engaged at home, you are invited to share images and comments 
on our Church’s Facebook page! What’s bringing you joy today? Did you try something for 
the first time? What are you cooking? What games are you playing? Please share your pic-
tures and let’s keep sharing in the spirit of fellowship together! 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
FAMILY & FRIENDS OF: 
Juanita Dykstra, who passed away on March 23rd 

John Blonder, friend of Carolyn Berryhill and Jim Hearn, who passed away on March 23rd 
 
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Lynn and Judy Watkins  Sara Piper  John Rinehart    Kenneth Winslow                 
Arlene Peck           Bill and JoAnne Vest 
All members of the military and their families, especially those stationed overseas. 
 
ILL AND RECOVERING:  
Robert Matijevich , friend of John Zirkle, who will be undergoing cardiac surgery 
Ann Canfield, cousin of Debby Rinehart, who is recovering from pneumonia 
Bob Cabbage, Jennifer Gowan’s dad, who is recovering from surgery 
Campbell Maben, friend of the Zirkles, who has been diagnosed with Hodgkin's Lymphoma and is undergoing 
chemo  
     at Children’s Hospital 
Jane Brooks, JV Cline’s sister, who has been diagnosed with an aggressive abdominal cancer and is undergoing 
chem- 
     otherapy and radiation 
Karen Matijevich , friend of John Zirkle, who has been diagnosed with cancer 
Elaine G., friend of Martha Sanders, who is undergoing cancer treatments 
Cindy B., friend of Martha Sanders, who has been diagnosed with Stage 4 B-Cell Lymphoma  
 
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:   
CHANDLER HOUSE: Frank Woodard 
JEFFERSON PARK at Dandridge: C.R. Vest, John  Moser 

http://fpcjeffcity.org/giving

