
Dear Church Family, 
     As I’ve been preparing for worship this coming season 
of Lent, I have been thinking a lot about the heart of our 
faith. What is it that defines our center as people of faith—
in our worship, in our spiritual practice, in our life togeth-
er? What does our faith require of us? And how (if at all) 
has that changed as a result of Covid?   
    As the prophet Micah asks, “With what shall I come be-
fore the Lord, and bow myself before God on 
high?” (Micah 6:6). Does the Lord want burnt offerings, 
thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil? For many of 
us, not only here in Jefferson City but in the wider commu-
nity of faith among both the Jewish and Christian tradi-
tions, Micah’s response to these options has become a per-
sonal creed: “He has told you, O human, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” (Micah 6:8).  
     According to Jewish rabbinic commentary, this passage 
sums up the whole Law: “Six hundred and thirteen precepts 
were communicated to Moses, three hundred and sixty-five 
[were] negative precepts…Micah came and reduced them 
to three [positive principles].” Do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly. That about sums it up, doesn’t it?  
    Something I’ve found interesting in looking at this pas-
sage is the variety of options for translation. There is gen-
eral agreement about how to convey the first principle: “do 
justice” or “act justly.” That being said, you’ll find a wide 
variety of options for translating the second principle: “love 
kindness,” “love mercy,” “love goodness,” “embrace faith-
ful love,” “be compassionate and loyal in love.” I’m curi-
ous, which of these have you memorized and looks most 
familiar to you?  
     The reason for the variety has to do with a special He-
brew word that is used to convey the quality of covenant 
relationship that shows up all over the place in the Bible: 
hesed. It’s often translated elsewhere in the Old Testament 
as “loving kindness,” “covenant faithfulness” or “steadfast 
love.” I’m fascinated by the range of meaning this implies 
in Micah, where we are called to love not only God and 
neighbor, but hesed itself: to love and honor and respect 
and be passionately steadfast and committed toward faith-
fulness and loyalty as such, to love that which is good 
wherever we find it in relationships of all kinds. It’s a bril-
liantly broad, open-ended kind of love. 
    The third principle in Micah 6:8 usually comes across as, 
“walk humbly with your God.” Again according to Jewish 
commentary, there’s an implied expansion to this in the 
Hebrew language, which conveys something that amounts 
to “walk wisely.” Much as we learn from Proverbs that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10), 
there’s a sense that in walking humbly, with reverence and 
awe in relationship with God, we are entering the path of 
Wisdom, who guides us in all our ways no matter what path 
we find ourselves walking.  
     What does our faith require of us? What’s the defining 
center of our faith? Do justice, love hesed, and walk hum-
bly in wisdom with your God. This is true as we find our-
selves under our present conditions of a pandemic and it 

will be true when the pandemic is past, just as it was true 
for the first hearers of these words nearly three thousand 
years ago. As we enter the season of Lent this February, I 
encourage you to reflect, wherever you are in faith or in the 
world today: what might it mean if these words from Micah 
were a defining expression of the heart of our faith? How 
do they inform our understanding of the Gospel? What kind 
of good news do they offer for us to share with our world 
today? 
    As always, I hope you are doing well. Please continue to 
take care, stay safe, and keep one another in prayer. I look 
forward to our ministry together in the coming month! 

  
In Christ, 
Dave 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

We are participating in Souper Bowl of Caring 
through our Five-Cents-A-Meal Offering on 
Sunday, February 7th. All money given will be 
sent to Holston Presbytery, and the total amount 
collected will be reported to The National 

Souper Bowl Organization.  Please plan to give generously! 
You are welcome to send checks to the church, donate via 
paypal, or if you would rather bring your change to church 
just let Heather know.  
 
 

VIRTUAL MEN’S  
PRAYER BREAKFAST 

The Men’s  Prayer Breakfast will 
meet again beginning on Tuesday, 
February 9, 2021 at 8:00 AM.  We 
will be meeting by Zoom and you will receive an email with 
the link to join in.  If you have not had any experience with 
using Zoom, please don't hesitate to contact Dave for 
help.   For those of you without internet capability, it is pos-
sible to connect by phone.  Information about that will be 
included with the instructions of connecting by Zoom. 
 
 

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ  
DELIVERY 

We are in need of volunteers to help 
with our next delivery of food from 
Midwest FoodBank on Wednesday, 

February 10th at 11:30 a.m.      
 
 

VIRTUAL WOMEN’S  
PRAYER BREAKFAST 

The Women's Prayer Breakfast will 
meet on Saturday, February 13th, at 
9:30 a.m. by Zoom.  Please be sure to watch your emails for 
the Zoom invitation.  

 



Highlights from Session (January 14) 

 Session examined our new class of elders, approving Martha Sanders for ordination and installation and approving Lyle Ju-
roff and Peggy Hypes for installation. We are thrilled to welcome this incoming class and looking forward to walking to-
gether in ministry in the years to come! Peggy, Lyle, and Martha were installed in worship on Sunday, January 17. 

 After reviewing the current state of Covid in our area, Session decided to keep our worship virtual, using YouTube 
Livestream.  

 Session accepted the recommendation of the Stewardship and Finance Committee to apply for a new computer system for 
online giving called Vanco. In addition to facilitating a more cost-effective and user-friendly online giving experience, Van-
co will also enable us to improve our connection with one another. In addition to a website, it has a mobile App feature that 
staff, committee chairs, and all members of the congregation could use to communicate with one another, with the option of 
allowing phone notifications to offer reminders of upcoming church events. When we begin in-person indoor services again, 
we hope to utilize the Vanco App to create a “reservation system” by which members of our community could sign up for a 
limited number of seats that would enable us to keep our total attendance down to a safer figure. Be on the lookout for more 
information about Vanco in the coming months. We will let you know when we’ve started using it so that you can create an 
account and download the App. Once we’ve got it up and running, we will host a tutorial on the new system so that everyone 
can get familiar with it together. 

 The Session received the Pastor’s report, which included a report from the Holston Presbytery meeting of December 2020, 
as well as continued a conversation about discernment and future vision. Central points of conversation for 2021 will be how 
our church structure can better support our mission, and how we can prioritize congregational care, such as through in-
creased opportunities to gather safely outside of worship (e.g., Walk & Talks, Wednesday-Night Zoom Fellowship). If you 
have ideas of how we can better connect with one another through this time, please reach out to Pastor Strickler 
(dave.fpcjeffcity@gmail.com; 828-292-1664) or a member of Session! 

 Session re-elected Ted Folsom as Clerk of Session, and elected Peggy Hypes, Lyle Juroff, and Martha Sanders as commis-
sioners to this year’s meetings of Holston Presbytery. 

      Happy New Year from Building & Grounds!  As we enter a new year as a committee, we are excited about the 
opportunities that 2021 will bring.  B&G has already been busy with project planning and upkeep around the 
church and grounds.  You may have recently noticed that several stumps were removed from the east lawn, for 
example. 
       If you are interested in being part of the B&G Committee in 2021, please reach out to Troy Evans or Kerry 
Antoniewicz and consider joining us on February 2nd at 6:30 p.m. for our committee meeting.  It truly takes a 

village to maintain and manage our beautiful building and grounds, so even if you are not able to join us as a committee mem-
ber, please remember to pass along any issues you notice or any project ideas you have! 

 

B&G 
CORNER 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
FAMILY and FRIENDS OF: 
Pat Patton, who passed away on Monday, January 25 
 
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck            Bill and JoAnne Vest          David Skeen                    
Lynn and Judy Watkins             Sara Piper Denny Pryor 
All members of the military and their families, especially those 
stationed overseas. 

 
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Ann Canfield, Debby Rinehart’s cousin, who has diagnosed with 
lung cancer 
Ken Winslow, who has entered hospice care at home  
Carolyn, Ted Folsom’s cousin, who will be undergoing chemother-
apy  
Lynn McCoy, friend of many in the church, who is receiving chem-
otherapy 
Shawn Frost, Janice Wintermute’s cousin, who is undergoing 
chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer 

 
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:  
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 209)  
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE:   Paulette Bozeman 
JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 
 
 
 
 
 

Eva Zirkle 

2 
Building & Grounds  

6:30 p.m. 

3 
Mission Committee 

 
 Virtual  

Fellowship and Bible 
Study 

 6:30 p.m. 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Needs 

6 
 
 
 
 

Communion      7 
Zoom Sunday School            

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 

YouTube Live  
Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Souper Bowl of  

Caring 

8 
 

 
 

9 
Virtual Men’s 

Breakfast 
8:00 A.M. 

 
Church Street Café  

5:00-6:30 p.m.  

10 
CSC Delivery 
11:30 am.m 

 
 Virtual  

Fellowship &  Bible 
Study 

 6:30 p.m. 

11 
 

 
Session 

6:30  p.m. 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 

Virtual Women’s   
Breakfast  
9:30 a.m. 

14 
Zoom Sunday School            

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 

YouTube Live  
Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

 
Walk and Talk  

2:00 p.m. 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 

Mike & Pam  
Kustermann 

17 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 
 6:30 p.m. 

 
Liana Evans 

Lucas Kirkpatrick 

18 
  
 

19 
 
 

 

20 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 

Wayne King 

21 
Zoom Sunday School            

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 

YouTube Live  
Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

 
Helen Jolley 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

Church Street Café  
5:00-6:30 p.m.  

 
 

24 
 

Virtual  
Fellowship &  Bible 

Study 
 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Bill & JoAnne Vest 

25 
  
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
Zoom Sunday School            

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
 

YouTube Live  
Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

 
Walk and Talk  

2:00 p.m. 

      

FINANCE REPORT — FINAL DECEMBER 2020 
 

TOTAL DECEMBER    $7,620.00 
 

($16,266 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 
 
                       YTD ACTUAL         YTD BUDGET 
INCOME      $212,576.03          $187,005.00 
EXPENSES     $178,842.96          $195,192.00 
 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES:  
$33,733.07 

 
 

FINANCE REPORT — JANUARY 2021 
  

YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 
 
              ACTUAL          YTD PRORATED YTD BUDGET 
INCOME           $44,045.00         $9,028.00**                 $15,272.00 
EXPENSES       $9,556.47                   $15,592.00 
 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $34,488.53 
 

YTD PRORATED INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$528.47 
 

** Some members pay their entire yearly pledges in January.   
This number has been adjusted to reflect what actual giving  

through January would be,  if completed yearly pledges, were 
divided out monthly.  If you have questions, please see Heather.  

TOTAL JANUARY   $10,620.00 
($16,135 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

FPC WALK & TALK DAYS 
Do you enjoy getting outside 
and moving on a cold win-
ter day? Are you missing out  on 
chatting with your church fami-
ly?  Well, if both of these are 
true, please consider joining us 

for an outside fellowship opportunity on February 14th and 
February 28th at 2:00 p.m. Watch your weekly email an-
nouncements and bulletins for more details as the dates 
approach.  FPC Walk & Talk days are intended to be an 
opportunity to get outside and walk in fellowship with 
each other and have time to talk about what's happening in 
our lives.  No signing up is required, but feel free to reach 
out to Troy Evans at 423-619-4386 with any questions.  If 
the weather forecast turns for the worse for either day, 
then a church-wide email will go out with cancellation/
postponement plans. 

mailto:dave.fpcjeffcity@gmail.com

