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Dear Church Family, 
     As we bid a (not-so-)fond farewell to 2020 and enter 
this new year, I find myself reflecting a lot on the true na-
ture of gratitude. So much was taken away last year. It’s a 
cost measured in time lost with loved ones, in unemploy-
ment and hunger, and a still rising tide of lives being taken 
by the pandemic. It’s not a year to be grateful for, but it has 
been a year to learn something about how to live in grati-
tude.  
     Gratitude can be a feeling, but most of the time it has to 
be a habit that we practice, an attitude of acknowledge-
ment, even—and maybe especially—when we don’t feel 
like it. We are called to live in gratitude, not because every 
card we’ve been dealt is wonderful (especially this past 
year), but because so much of what we have been given 
truly is marvelous: the breath of life in waking up each 
new day, the love of a partner, the companionship of life-
long friends, the unexpected beauty of snow on Christmas 
day. Gratitude is taking the time to honor all that is good in 
this life. It’s to truly count our blessings, not to justify the 
woes we endure, but to stop the woes from defining who 
we are. Gratitude means centering ourselves in the vitality 
of life’s blessings. It can include grieving for what has 
been lost because it is mindful of all that has been found. 
     I am mindful that, since the Winter solstice on Decem-
ber 21, every day is a little longer than the one before it. 
The light breaks through just a little more each day, and 
the darkness is receding. Multiple life-saving vaccines 
against this atrocious virus are already in circulation in our 
communities, and though there is a long journey ahead of 
us before life looks something like it did before, that jour-
ney has begun. There is a light at the end of this dark tun-
nel, however long this tunnel ends up being, and the light 
is growing every day. 
     This is what we celebrate in the season of Epiphany, 
from January 6 through February 14: the bright dawning of 
God’s light in our world through Jesus, a shining star guid-
ing our steps and transfiguring our lives. As this New Year 
begins, a journey of possibility unfolds before us. Like 
those ancient magi who once set out to follow Christ’s star 
at its rising, we are embarking on a path of longing for 
light. And though this path is yet marked with great dan-
ger, it is also filled with great hope, discovery, and joy. 
This is the way of walking with the Spirit through dark val-
leys and hanging onto the light wherever we find it. 
     Our Session is deeply aware of how difficult this time 
has been, and we want you to know we are here for you. 
Please don’t underestimate how dangerous the isolation of 
this pandemic is for us as individuals and as a community. 
If you are hurting right now, you are not alone. At our De-
cember meeting of Session, we began our time by ac-
knowledging what we have been grateful for in this past 
year, ranging from small to great, but we also shared with 
one another the great sadness and disconnection we have 
experienced during this pandemic season. I am proud to be 
part of a Session willing to be so vulnerable and committed 
in ministry, and I am encouraged about where we are head-
ed.  
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CSC DELIVERY 
The next delivery for our Church Street 
Café supplies from Midwest Food Bank 
will be on Wednesday, January 13th, at 

11:30 a.m.  We are always in need of volunteers to help 
unload and put items away.  Please remember to wear 
your mask. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
 BIBLE STUDY 

On Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. we will gather 
by Zoom for a weekly Wednesday-night Fellowship and 
Bible Study! As the winter of this pandemic sets it, it is 
essential that we find ways to stay connected and nourish 
our spirits. Although none of us is thrilled with the pro-
spect of another Zoom meeting, this weekly opportunity 
is a powerful space for hearing each other's voices, seeing 
each other's faces, praying together, and studying Scrip-
ture.   This may be dinner time for folks, so please feel 
free to have food, snacks, or drinks nearby and make 
yourself comfortable.  Dave will send a Zoom invitation 
by email each Wednesday.  

VIRTUAL WOMEN’S  
PRAYER BREAKFAST 

The Women's Prayer Breakfast will 
meet on Saturday, January 9th, at 9:30 
a.m. by Zoom. 

CHURCH STREET CAFÉ, 2020—A YEAR TO REMEMBER 
 
January 14, 2020 was a special Tuesday evening in the fellowship hall of First Presbyterian Church. 72 guests and 14 vol-
unteers enjoyed the 2nd Tuesday of the New Year…together! March 10 was, also, a special evening of food and fellowship 
much as our guests and many volunteers had enjoyed for 5 years…but this Tuesday evening would mark the last CSC 
gathering in the fellowship hall for 2020.  Following pandemic safety precautions, CSC was moved outside to a “Grab n’ 
Go” format…a safer way of sharing a home cooked meal and a bag of groceries with our neighbors in need.  Volunteers 
with smiling faces and helpful hands greeted folks as they met them curbside. Throughout the pandemic to date, many fa-
miliar guests continue to come, along with new neighbors needing support during this stressful time.  Numbers currently 
are increasing each week. 
 
December 8, 2020 was another special Tuesday evening as our neighbors were welcomed with a delicious meal and two 
bags of groceries (an extra grocery bag for a holiday dinner to replace the December 22 date) along with dental supplies 
donated by the Joining Hands Health Center.  Assorted useful, warm and kid friendly items completed the festive bags. 
 
For the year, 2020, approximately 1350 bags of groceries and 2100 meals were shared with our neighbors.  Additionally, 
numerous meals were delivered to sick and shut-in members/friends of FPC on CSC nights. 
 
Amazing! Thank you all…families and friends of First Presbyterian Church!  Your dedication to serving the “least of 
these” in so many ways:  kindness, caring, generous hearts, labor, donations and prayers made the CSC mission outreach a 
blessing to all…truly, a reflection of God’s love.  
 
And the work continues in 2021 with opportunities for anyone to join in the work of Church Street Café.  Many small 
tasks added together make for a mighty effort!    
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

     As a result of our discussion, we decided to explore a 
variety of options for reconnecting creatively as a congre-
gation. This began with our drive-in service of Lessons 
and Carols (in Cars!) at the end of December, and it con-
tinues into the New Year with the reconvened Women’s 
Bible Study meeting by Zoom on the second Saturdays of 
the month, our weekly Wednesday-night Zoom fellow-
ship and study, and two opportunities to gather safely out-
side to walk and talk along the Douglas and Cherokee 
Dams on January 16 and 30. 
     We know this is not enough to make up for how much 
we have lost since last March, but we are looking for eve-
ry way we can to nurture our relationships with one an-
other and continue kindling the light. How can we be of 
greater support to you at this time? Please don’t hesitate 
to call me or any member of Session to share your con-
cerns, to share your griefs, and to not be alone in this 
time.  
    I hope this newsletter finds you well today, and please 
know that I will be keeping you in my prayers in the days 
ahead. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make 
his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace. 
 
In Christ, 
Dave 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
FAMILY and FRIENDS OF: 
Audrey Kerber, former member of FPC, who passed away  
 
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Arlene Peck         Bill and JoAnne Vest         David Skeen 
Lynn and Judy Watkins        Denny Pryor  Sara Piper 
Mev Musick 
All members of the military and their families, especially  
     those stationed overseas. 
  
ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Pat Patton, who has been hospitalized with Covid 
Ken Winslow, who has been hospitalized 
Carolyn, Ted Folsom’s cousin, who will be undergoing  
    chemotherapy  
Lynn McCoy, a friend of many in our congregation, who is  
     receiving chemotherapy 
Shawn Frost, Janice Wintermute’s cousin, who is undergo- 
    ing chemotherapy for stage 4 pancreatic cancer 
Ed Dixon, friend of Andy & Jessica Acuff, who has brain  
    cancer 
  
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:  
LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  Elsie Sorey (# 209)  
SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE:   Paulette Bozeman, Pat 
Patton (# 307) 
JEFFERSON PARK:  John  Moser 

THANK YOU FROM THE STAFF!! 
We would like to express our gratitude to 
everyone in the congregation for the gener-
ous Christmas gift.  We are touched by your 
thoughtfulness and extremely appreciative.  
Thank you!!  We wish you all a Happy and 
Healthy New Year!! 
    —  Dave, Heather, Tiffany, and Chase 

Session Highlights (December 15, 2020) 
 As a result of the current situation in the pandemic, we are remaining closed for in-person worship in our sanctuary and 

will continue to worship remotely by YouTube livestream. Have a look at the cover article in this month’s newsletter 
for more information about our reflections during this pandemic season, and some opportunities for connecting in the 
weeks ahead.  

 We began a process of discernment, discussing possibilities for reimagining the way we organize our ministries and 
committee structure. Our Book of Order is clear that structure is meant to follow mission, so in the coming year, we 
will be assessing and exploring strategies for the best ways to further our mission in the community, particularly under 
the radically shifted conditions of this pandemic. Be on the lookout for more information in the months to come! 

 As you might have seen in email announcements, our directory is now available electronically on our church website. 
This is to ensure everyone in our church family can easily access updated contact information, and the purpose is to 
encourage us all to reach out to one another more often. Please know that this directory is password-protected, so no 
one’s contact information is being released to the general public online but only to those within the church family who 
would ordinarily receive a paper directory. If you would like to access the online directory and have not already re-
ceived the password, please contact the church office. 

FINANCE REPORT 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 SPECIAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED: 
Five Cents a Meal — $3,221.08 

One Great Hour of Sharing — $1,000.00 
Pentecost —$1,000 

Peace and Global Witness — $475 
Christmas in Jefferson County—$685 

AO Coats for Cold—$720 
Christmas Joy —$720 

 
IN 2020 WE RECEIVED $4,500 IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF: 

Roxanne Moser’s dad, Judy Findley, Juanita Dykstra, Ruth Morgan, 
Keith Nickle, CR Vest, Delynn McCash’s dad, John Rinehart, Marie 

Nickle,  JoAnne Vest, and Sara Piper. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
        1 

  
 

2 
 

Sandy Long 

3 
Zoom Sunday 

School            
9:30-10:30 a.m.  
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 6:30 p.m. 
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Rachel Shockley 
Phil Williams 

Steve Wintermute 
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Study by Zoom  
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Communion  
Zoom Sunday 
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9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 
YouTube Live  

Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

 
  

Danny Bates 
Gail Twine 
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Heather Hill 
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11:30 a.m. 
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Doug Moody 

14 
 
  

Session 
 6:30 p.m. 
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Ellison Berryhill 
David & Melissa 

Needs 
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Walk and Talk  
10:00 a.m. 
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Zoom Sunday 
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9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 
YouTube Live  

Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Ordination and 

Installation 
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NEWSLETTER   
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Zoom Sunday 
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9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 
YouTube Live  

Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

 
  Kay Williams 
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Church Street 

Café  
5:00-6:30 p.m. 

  
  

 Libby Gardner 
Jennifer Gowan 
Travis Folsom 

27 
Virtual  

Fellowship and 
Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. 

 
   
   

Margy King 
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30 
Walk and Talk 

10:00 a.m. 
  
 

  
 

Dianne Reagan 
Carolyn Berryhill 

31 
Zoom Sunday 

School            
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 
YouTube Live  

Worship Service 
10:45-11:45 a.m. 

      

FPC WALK & TALK DAYS 
      Do you enjoy getting outside 
and moving on a cold winter day? 
Are you missing out  on chatting 
with your church family?  Well, if 
both of these are true, please con-

sider joining us for an outside fellowship opportunity on 
January 16th and 30th.  FPC Walk & Talk days are in-
tended to be an opportunity to get outside and walk in 
fellowship with each other and have time to talk about 
what's happening in our lives.  The plan is to take a walk 
for about an hour (around 2 miles) together in a small 
group setting.  Appropriate distancing/masking is ex-
pected and folks of all ages are encouraged to attend 
(including leashed 4-legged friends). Details on the spe-
cific days are given below.   No signing up is required, 
but feel free to reach out to Troy Evans at 423-619-4386 
with any questions.  If the weather forecast turns for the 
worse for either day, then a church-wide email will go out 
with cancellation/postponement plans. 
 
January 16th - Meet at the picnic area parking at Chero-
kee Dam at 10:00 am. We will be walking out the Chero-
kee Dam Loop trail, about 1.8 miles.  The first mile of 
trail is paved, and then gravel beyond that. 
 
January 30th - Meet at the tailwaters picnic pavilion be-
low Douglas Dam at 10:00 am.  We will be walking out 
along River View Way towards or the dam or through the 
closed tailwaters campground, total miles depends on the 
interest of the group. 

MONTHLY INCOME 
DECEMBER  TOTAL    $6,970.00 

($17,761.00 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD)  
INCOME/EXPENSES 

       
                               ACTUAL    YTD BUDGET 
INCOME            $212,576.03    $187,005.04 
EXPENSES         $177,788.41    $195,952.00 
 

ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: $34,787.62 
** This is not a final number.  Once all December expenses have 
been paid, a final income/expenses will be printed.  If you have 

questions, please contact Heather.  


